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No. 2004-158

AN ACT

HB 1929

Providing for the regulationof the installation of manufacturedhousingand for the

powersanddutiesof the Departmentof CommunityandEconomicDevelopment.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known and maybe cited as theManufacturedHousing

ImprovementAct.
Section2. Legislativefindingsandpurpose.

The GeneralAssemblyfinds asfollows:
(1) Manufacturedhousingplays a vital role in meeting the housing

needsof thecitizensof this Commonwealth.
(2) The Congressof the United States amended the National

ManufacturedHousingConstructionand Safety StandardsAct of 1974
(Public Law 93-383,42 U.S.C. § 5401 et seq.) in 2000to provide for the
establishment of practical, uniform and, to the extent possible,
performance-basedconstructionstandardsfor manufacturedhomes.

(3) The 2000 amendmentsto the National ManufacturedHousing
ConstructionandSafety StandardsAct of 1974 seekto ensureuniform
andeffectiveenforcementof Federalsafetystandardsfor the installation
of manufacturedhomesandrequirethat by 2005 eachstateimplementan
installationprogramthat meetscertainrequirements.

(4) The act of November10, 1999 (P.L.491, No.45), known as the
PennsylvaniaConstructionCodeAct, andthe Uniform ConstructionCode
governthe construction,alteration,repair andoccupancyof all buildings
in this Commonwealth.

(5) The Commonwealthshall comply with the 2000 amendmentsto
the National ManufacturedHousingConstructionand Safety Standards
Act of 1974.

(6) It is the intentof theGeneralAssemblyandthepurposeof this act:
(i) To foster cooperationbetweenCommonwealthagenciesand

building codeofficials as it relatesto the installationand inspectionof
the installationof manufacturedhousing.

(ii) To provide for compliance with 2000 amendmentsto the
National ManufacturedHousing Constructionand Safety Standards
Act of 1974 by passageof this act.

(iii) To require the Departmentof Community and Economic
Developmentto meet with affected parties and publish final-form
regulations concerning the training and certification of new
manufacturedhomeinstallers.
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(iv) Toclarify theroleof thedepartmentandbuildingcodeofficials
with respectto the installationand the inspectionof the installationof
manufacturedhousing.

Section3. Definitions.
The following words andphraseswhenused in this act shall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this section unless the contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Building code official.” A construction code official certified or
registeredwith the Departmentof Laborand Industry,or thebuilding code
official’s designee who manages, supervises and administers building
Uniform ConstructionCodeenforcementactivities.Theofficial’s dutiesshall
includeall of thefollowing:

(1) managementof buildingcodeenforcementactivities;
(2) supervisionof building inspectorsor plan examiners;
(3) authorizingissuanceof certificatesof occupancy;
(4) issuanceof building permits, violation notices and ordersto

vacate;and
(5) initiation of prosecutions.

“Department.” The Department of Community and Economic
Developmentof theCommonwealth.

“Installation.” All activities required to assure the proper onsite
completion of fully integrated new manufactured home construction,
including,but not limited to:

(1) site preparation, installation, finishing and assembly of
components;

(2) supportand foundations;and
(3) attachment,stabilizationand connectionof plumbing, electrical

andmechanicalsubsystemscontainedwithin or attachedthereto,
consistentwith the manufacturer’sapproveddesign,which rendersthe home
in full conformancewith the manufacturer’s label of certification and
conformsto all standardsrequiredby the National ManufacturedHousing
Constructionand Safety StandardsAct of 1974 (Public Law 93-383,42
U.S.C. § 5401 et seq.).The term doesnot include site gradingor utility
connections.

“Installer.” A personwho is certifiedby theDepartmentof Community
andEconomicDevelopmentto performonsitecompletionand installationof
a new manufacturedhomeand who performs work undercontract with the
purchaseras the agentof the manufacturer,retailer or builder, or as the
purchaserof themanufacturedhome.

“ManufacturedHomeConstructionandSafetyStandards.” The Federal
regulationsconcerningmanufacturedhomeconstructionandsafetycodified
at 24 CFR Pt. 3280 (relatingto manufacturedhomeconstructionandsafety
standards).

“Manufacturedhousing” or “manufacturedhome.” A manufacturedhome
as defined under section 603 of the National Manufactured Housing



1284 Act 2004-158 LAWS OFPENNSYLVANIA

Constructionand Safety StandardsAct of 1974 (Public Law 93-383, 42
U.S.C.§ 5402).

“Manufacturer’sapproveddesign.” The building designapprovedby a
manufacturer’sdesignapprovalprimaryinspectionagency.

“PennsylvaniaConstructionCodeAct.” The act of November10, 1999
(P.L.491, No.45), known as the PennsylvaniaConstructionCode Act, and
anyregulationpromulgatedunderthatact.

“Uniform ConstructionCode.” TheUniform ConstructionCodeadopted
undersection 301 of the act of November10, 1999 (P.L.491,No.45),known
asthePennsylvaniaConstructionCodeAct.
Section4. Applicationof act.

This act shall apply to new manufacturedhomes installed after the
effectivedateof this actandin accordancewith section6.
Section5. Departmentalduties.

(a) Invitation for comments.—Thedepartmentshall invite comments
from entitiesinvolved in themanufacturedhousingindustry, ownersof new
manufacturedhomesandthird-partyagenciesconcerningthepromulgationof
regulationsgoverningthe installationof new manufacturedhomesand the
trainingandcertificationof newmanufacturedhomeinstallers.

(b) Regulations.—The department shall promulgate regulations
governing:

(1) The trainingandcertificationof newmanufacturedhomeinstallers.
(2) The training of thosepersonswho inspectthe installationof new

manufacturedhomesin this Commonwealth.
(3) The issuanceof a warning, suspension,revocationor monetaryfine

againstpersonswho violate theregulationsof thedepartmentpromulgated
underthis act.
(c) Fees.—Thedepartmentshalldetermineandapprovereasonablefees

for educationalprograms,testing andcertification of thosepersonscertified
to install and inspect the installation of new manufacturedhomes in this
Commonwealth.
Section6. Inspectionof installationof newmanufacturedhomes.

(a) Permits.—Permitsare requiredundertheUniform ConstructionCode
for the installationandoccupancyof manufacturedhousing.

(b) Installation.—A new manufacturedhome shall be installed in
conformity with the manufacturer’sapproved design applicable to the
particular home. Constructionactivities or processesnot addressedby the
manufacturer’sapproveddesignshallcomply with the Uniform Construction
Coderequirementrelatingto thoseactivitiesor processes.

(c) Availability of instructions.—Themanufacturer’sapproveddesign
shall be kept at the site of the home and accessibleto the building code
official andshallremainwith thehomefor possessionby thepurchaser.

(d) Rejection prohibited.—Building code officials cannot reject a
manufacturer’sapproveddesign.
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(e) Certificationof installer.—Theinstallershallcertify to thedepartment
and the building codeofficial that the new manufacturedhome has been
installed in accordancewith the manufacturer’s approved design and
complieswith all applicablestandards,including the Uniform Construction
Code,for activities andprocessesnot coveredby the ManufacturedHome
ConstructionandSafetyStandards.

(f) Governance.—Allof the following activities are governedunderthe
Uniform ConstructionCodeandmay not begovernedby the manufacturer’s
approveddesign:

(1) Alterations or repairs to a manufacturedhome that do not fall
within the manufacturedhomeconstructionandsafetystandardsandthe
manufacturer’sinstallation instructionsafter assemblyand shipmentby
themanufacturer.

(2) Additionsto a manufacturedhomeafterdeliveryto thesite.
(3) Construction, alteration, repair or change of occupancy if a

manufacturedhomeis resoldto a subsequentpurchaser.
(4) Construction, alteration, repair or change of occupancyif the

original purchaserrelocatesthemanufacturedhome.
(5) Utility connections.
(6) Grading.

Section7. Repeals.
Thefollowing shall apply:

(1) Exceptas providedin paragraph(2), all actsandpartsof actsare
repealedinsofarastheyareinconsistentwith this act.

(2) The act of November10, 1999 (P.L.491,No.45), known as the
PennsylvaniaConstructionCodeAct, is not repealedby this act.

Section8. Effectivedate.
Thisact shalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The29thdayof November,A.D. 2004.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


