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No. 2004-174

AN ACT

SB 79

Amending the act of July 6, 1995 (P.L.255,No.34), entitled “An act providingfor
dual party relay services and for telecommunicationdevice distribution,”
expandingthe scopeof the act; furtherproviding for definitions; providing for
establishmentof the Print MediaAccessSystemProgram;further providingfor
establishmentof dual partyrelayservice;andmakingeditorial changes.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The title and section 1 of the act of July 6, 1995 (P.L.255,
No.34), known as the Dual Party Relay Service and Telecommunication
DeviceDistributionProgramAct, are amendedto read:

AN ACT
Providing for [dual party relay services and for telecommunication

device distribution] Universal Telecommunicationsand Print Media
Access.

Section1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the [Dual Party Relay

Service and Telecommunication Device Distribution Program Act]
UniversalTelecommunicationsandPrint Media AccessAct.

Section2. Section 2 of the act, amendedDecember9, 2002 (P.L.1438,
No.182),is amendedto read:
Section2. Definitions.

The following words andphraseswhen used in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this section unless the context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Center for independentliving.” A consumer-controlled,community-
based, cross-disability, nonresidentialprivate, nonprofit agency that is
designedandoperatedwithin a local communityby peoplewith disabilities
and provides an array of independentliving services, as definedby the
RehabilitationAct of 1973 (PublicLaw 93-112,29 U.S.C.§ 701 et seq.).

“Commission.” The PennsylvaniaPublic Utility Commission.
“Department.” The Department of Labor and Industry of the

Commonwealth.
“Persons who are blind.” Any person who is legally blind or any

personwho is eligible to receiveservicesfrom the NationalLibrary Service
for theBlind andPhysicallyHandicapped.

“Personswith a disability” or “people with disabilities.” A person
certified by a licensed physician, audiologist, speech pathologist or a
qualifiedStateagency:

(1) As beingdeaf,deaf-blind,hardof hearing,havinga hearinglossor
beingspeechimpaired.



SESSIONOF2004 Act 2004-174 1353

(2) As having a disability and who requires technology to
independentlyaccesstelecommunicationsservices.
[“Program.” The TelecommunicationDeviceDistribution Program

establishedunder this act.]
“Print MediaAccessSystem.” Any nationwideor Statewidetelephone

accessservice thatprovides accessto national and local newspapersto
personswho are blind.

“Print Media Access SystemProgram.” The Print Media Access
SystemProgramestablishedunder section3.1.

“Telecommunicationdevice.” Equipmentnecessaryfor a personwith a
disability to engagein communicationby wire or radio with anotherperson
with adisability or with a hearingindividual.

“Telecommunication Device Distribution Program.” The
Telecommunication Device Distribution Program established under
section3.

“Telecommunicationrelayservice.” Telephonetransmissionservicesthat
provide theability for a personwith a disability to engagein communication
by wire or radio with a hearingindividual in a mannerthat is functionally
equivalentto the ability of a person who does not have a disability to
communicateusingvoicecommunicationservicesby wire or radio. Theterm
includesservicesthat enabletwo-waycommunicationbetweenan individual
who usesa telecommunicationdeviceor othernonvoiceterminal deviceand
an individual who doesnotusesucha device.

Section3. Section3(b)of theactis amendedto read:
Section 3. Establishmentof TelecommunicationDevice Distribution

Program.

(b) Admjnistration.—Theexecutivedirector of the Office of Vocational
Rehabilitationof the department,in cooperationwith other State agencies
which serve peoplewith disabilities, shall overseeimplementationof the
[program] TelecommunicationDeviceDistribution Program. To this end,
theexecutivedirectormaydo anyof thefollowing:

(1) Establishcriteria of eligibility in accordancewith subsection(c)
andadoptregulationsand forms consistentwith the act of July 31, 1968
(P.L.769,No.240),referredto astheCommonwealthDocumentsLaw.

(2) Facilitatecoordinationof fundsrequiredfor thedistributionsystem
with selectedcenters for independentliving or selectednot-for-profit
agencieshaving experiencein serving personswith hearingor speech
disabilities.

(3) Determine,in cooperationwith other State agencies,the funds
required for the distribution system and provide information to the
commissionasrequiredundersection4.

Section4. The actis amendedby addinga sectionto read:
Section3.1. Establishmentofa Print MediaAccessSystemProgram.
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(a) Establishment.—ThePrint MediaAccessSystemProgram is hereby
established.It shall bea program wherebytelephoneaccessto print media
accesssystemsfor personswho areblind isprovidedto the user.

(b) Administration.—Theexecutivedirectorofthe Office of Vocational
Rehabilitation of thedepartment,in cooperationwith other Stateagencies
which servepeoplewith disabilities, shall overseeimplementationof the
Print Media AccessSystemProgram. To this end, the executivedirector
maydo any ofthefollowing:

(1) Establish criteria of eligibility and adoptregulations andforms
consistentwith theact ofJuly 31,1968(P.L.769, No.240),referredto as
the CommonwealthDocumentsLaw.

(2) Facilitate the enrollment and training of Print Media Access
SystemProgram users.

(3) Coordinate with newspapersto facilitate the inclusion of
additionalnewspapersandthe maintenanceofexistingnewspapers.

(4) Determine, in cooperationwith other State agencies,thefunds
required for the maintenance of the Print Media Access System
Programandprovideinformation.

(5) Identify andseekgrant fundingfor the useof the Print Media
AccessSystemProgram.

(6) Determinewhatfees, if any, shouldbe chargedfor theuseof the
Print MediaAccessSystemProgram.

(7) Establishcriteria for selectionand/or changeof thePrint Media
AccessSystemProgram serviceprovider.
Section5. Section4 of theactis amendedto read:

Section4. Establishmentof dualpartyrelayservice.
(a) Telecommunicationrelay services.—Thecommissionshall design

and implement a telecommunicationrelay service program for the
Commonwealththatis consistentwith andmeetsor exceedsthe requirements
of the Americanswith DisabilitiesAct of 1990 (Public Law 101-336, 104
Stat. 327).

(b) Certification.—Thecommissionis authorizedto seekonbehalfof this
Commonwealthcertification of thetelecommunicationrelayserviceprogram
fromtheFederalCommunicationsCommission.

(c) Additional use of surcharge.—The [program shall]
TelecommunicationDeviceDistribution Program shall befundedand the
Print Media Access System Program may be funded by the
TelecommunicationRelay ServiceProgramsurcharge,ascalculatedby the
commissionon an annualbasis under the methodologyestablishedby the
commissionin order enteredMay 29, 1990, and July 9, 1990, at Docket
Number [M900239] M-00900239,and as subsequentlymodified by the
commission. The executive director of the Office of Vocational
Rehabilitationin thedepartmentshallprovidethe commission-with anannual
budget and supportinginformation for the purchaseof telecommunication
devices for the [program.] Telecommunication Device Distribution



SESSIONOF 2004 Act 2004-174 1355

Program.The executivedirectorof the OfficeofVocationalRehabilitation
ofthedepartmentshallprovidethecommissionwith an annualbudgetand
supporting information for the Print Media AccessSystem Program. A
portion of the surchargemay be usedto fund the Print Media Access
SystemProgram. The surchargeshall not be used to fund administrative
costs of the [program.] TelecommunicationRelay Service Program,
TelecommunicationDevice Distribution Program or the Print Media
AccessSystemProgram.

(d) Limits on expenditures.—Expendituresfor the [program]
TelecommunicationDevice Distribution Program shall not exceed
collectionsfrom theTelecommunicationRelay ServiceProgramsurcharge~.]
allocatedfor the TelecommunicationDevice Distribution Program. Any
expendituresauthorizedfor the Print MediaAccessSystemProgram shall
not exceed collections from the TelecommunicationRelay Service
Program surchargeallocatedfor the Print MediaAccessSystemProgram
and any grant funding receivedfor the use of the Print Media Access
SystemProgram.

(e) Annual report.—Thecommissionshall prepareandsubmit an annual
report to the General Assembly on the [program.] Telecommunication
Device Distribution Program and on the Print Media Access System
Program.

(1) The report shall include the fiscal status of the [program]
TelecommunicationDevice Distribution Program and of the Print
Media AccessSystemProgram, a statement of the surcharge level
establishedunder subsection(c) and the revenuesproduced by the
surchargefor allocation to the TelecommunicationDeviceDistribution
Program andto the PrintMediaAccessSystemProgram,an accountof
[program] TelecommunicationDevice Distribution Program and the
PrintMediaAccessSystemProgram expensesandthefund balance.

(2) The executivedirector of the Office of VocationalRehabilitation
in thedepartmentshall provide thecommissionwith information on the
[program] TelecommunicationDeviceDistribution Program,including
the purchaseanddistribution of telecommunicationdevices,for inclusion
in theannualreportto the GeneralAssembly.

(2.1) The executive director of the Office of Vocational
Rehabilitation of the departmentshall provide the commissionwith
information on the Print MediaAccessSystemProgram, includingthe
annualbudgetand administrationof the Print Media AccessSystem
Program,for inclusionin the annualreportto theGeneralAssembly.

(3) If thecommissiondeterminesanyof the informationis proprietary,
the information shall be filed under seal andmadeavailable under the
terms of an appropriateprotectiveagreementof the type usedin cases
beforethecommission.
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Section6. This actshalltakeeffectin 60days.

APPROVED—The29thdayof November,A.D. 2004.

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

EDWARD G. RENDELL


