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HB399

Amending Title 54 (Names) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes, further
providingfor divorcing anddivorcedpersonand survivingspouseto resume-pm-r
name.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 704 of Title 54 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedtoread:
§ 704. Divorcing anddivorcedpersonmayresumepriorname.

(a) Generalrule.—Anypersonwho is a partyina divorceactionmay,at
anytimepriorto or subsequentto theentryof thedivorcedecree,resumeany
prior surnameusedby him or herby filing a written noticeto sucheffectin
the office of the [clerk of the courtJ prothonotaryof the county in which
the divorceactionwasfiled or the decreeof divorcewasentered,showing
thecaptionanddocketnumberof theproceedingindivorce.

(b) Foreigndecrees.—Wherea divorcedpersonhasbeenthe subjectof a
decreeof divorcegrantedin a foreignjurisdiction, acertified copy of such
foreigndivorcedecreemaybefiled with the [clerk of the court of common
pleas]prothonotaryof the countywherethe personresidesand,thereafter,
the notice specified in subsection(a) may be filed with referenceto such
decree.

Section2. Section704.1ofTitle 54,addedNovember19,2004 (P.L.842,
No.105),is amendedto read:
§ 704.1. Surviving spousemayresumepriorname.

A survivingspousemay,at any time, resumeanyprior surnameusedby
him or herby filing a written noticeto sucheffect in the office of the [clerk
of courts of commonpleas]prothonotaryof thecountywherethesurviving
spouseresides,accompaniedby a certificateof deathfor the decedent.In
countieswherethere ts no prothonotary, the noticeshall befiled in the
office thatperformsthefunctionsoftheoffice ofprothonotaryasprovided
for in theact ofAugust 9, 1955 (F.L.323,No.130), known asThe County
Code.

Section3. This actshalltakeeffectin60 days.

APPROVED—The5thdayof July, A.D. 2005.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


