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No. 2006-31

AN ACT
HB 1618

Amending the actof March 10, 1949(P.L.30,No.14), entitled“An actrelatingtothe
public school system,including certain provisionsapplicableas well to private
and parochialschools;amending,revising,consolidatingand changingthe laws
relating thereto,”providingfor participationby studentswith disabilities in high
schoolgraduationceremonies.

The GeneralAssemblyherebydeclaresits intentionto enacta versionof
Ashley’sLaw in this Commonwealth.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14), known as the
Public SchoolCodeof 1949, is amendedby addinga sectiontoread:

Section 1614. Participation By StudentsWith Disabilities in High
SchoolGraduation Ceremonies.—(a)For the2005-2006schoolyearand
eachschoolyearthereafter,a boardofschooldirectors ofaschool-distrkt,.
an area vocational-technicalschool or a charter schoolshall allow a
student with a disability, whose individualizededucationprogram as
establishedpursuantto 22 Pa. Code§ 14.131 (relating to IEP) prescribes
continuedspecial educationprograms beyondthe fourth year of high
school, to participate in commencementceremonieswith the student’s
graduatingclassandreceivea certtficateofattendance,providedthat the
studenthasattendedfour yearsof high schoolregardlessofwhetherthe
studenthascompletedtheindividualizededucationprogram.

(b) Nothingin this sectionshallbeconstruedtoprecludea studentwith
a disability from receiving a high school diploma when the student
satisfactorilycompletesan individualizededucationprogram as required
under22 Pa. Code§ 14.131.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The1stdayof May, A.D. 2006.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


