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No. 2006-92

AN ACT
HB 2802

Amending the act of July 2, 2004 (P.L.492,No.57), entitled“An actproviding for
State registration of individuals providing sign language interpreting and
transliteratingservicesto individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing; and
imposing duties on the Office for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in the
Departmentof LaborandIndustiy,” furtherprovidingfor definitionsandfor State
registrationrequirements.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Sections2 and 4 of the act of July 2, 2004 (P.L.492,No.57),
known as theSign LanguageInterpreterandTransliteratorStateRegistration
Act, are amendedto read:
Section2. Definitions.

The following words andphraseswhen used in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Applicant.” An individual who applies for State registration in
accordancewith section5.

“Department.” The Department of Labor and Industry of the
Commonwealth.

[“EIPA.” The Educational Interpreter PerformanceAssessment
Examinationadministeredby theDepartmentof Educationor its agent.J

“Interpreting.” The processof conveying English in grammatically
correct American Sign Languageand the processof conveyingAmerican
SignLanguagein English.

“Office.” The Office for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing within the
Departmentof LaborandIndustry.

“Qualified signlanguageinterpreter.” An individual registeredunderthis
actwhoengagesin sign languageinterpretation.

“Qualified transliterator.” An individual registeredunderthis act who
engagesin transliteration.

“Registrant.” An individual registeredunderthis actas eithera qualified
signlanguageinterpreteror a qualifiedtransliterator.

“Sign languageinterpreter.” An individualwho providesindividualswho
aredeafandhardof hearingwith interpretingor transliteratingservices.

“Transliterating.” The processof conveyinga spokenmessagefrom a
personwho hearsto apersonwho is deafor hardof hearingandtheability to
repeatthe messageand intent of the speech,mouthmovementsor English-
basedsignedsystemof thepersonwhois deafor hardof hearing.
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Section4. Stateregistrationrequired.
(a) Generalrule.—Exceptas provided in subsection(b), no individual

may provideor offer to providesign languageinterpretingor transliterating
services,or hold himselfas a qualifiedsign languageinterpreteror qualified
transliterator or, use a similar title or designation,without being State-
registeredby the office in accordancewith this act.

(b) Exceptions.—Thefollowing individuals are exempt from the State
registrationrequirementsof subsection(a):

(1) An individual engaged in interpreting or transliteratingat a
worship service conducted by a religious entity and services for
educationalpurposesfor a religiousentityor religiouslyaffiliated school.

(2) An individual engaged in sign language interpreting or
transliteratingduring an emergency,whena delay in obtaininga State-
registeredinterpreteror State-registeredtransliteratormight leadto injury
or loss to the individual requiringtheservices.

(3) An individual engagedin interpretingor transliteratingaspartof a
supervisedinternshipor practicumat an accreditedcollegeor university
or the registryof interpretersfor the deafor the National Associationof
theDeaf,providedit is not ina legal,medicalormentalhealthsetting.

(4) An individual who is certifiedby theNational Associationof the
Deaf or the Registry of Interpretersfor the Deaf from outside the
Commonwealthwho providesinterpretingor transliteratingservicesin the
Commonwealthfor aperiodnot exceeding14 dayseachcalendaryear.

(5) An individual engagedin interpretingor transliteratingat the
requestof an individual who is deafor hardof hearingif the individual
informs the clientthat the individual is not registeredunderthis act.

(6) An individual who engagesin interpretingor transliteratingstrictly
asavolunteer.

[(7) An individual who engagesin interpreting or transliterating
for a school-relatedactivity in accordancewith all of the following:

(i) The individual is employedin a public or private elementary
or secondary school or institution chartered by the
Commonwealth.

(ii) The individual received a rating equal to or exceeding70%
on the EIPA. A schooldistrict shall determine the EIPA by grade
level of the child or class to which the interpreter is assignedand
the sign systembeing usedby the class or school.J
(7) An individual employedin a public or private elementaryor

secondaryschoolor institution charteredby the Commonwealthwho
engagesin interpreting or transliteratingfor the instruction ofstudents
or other school-relatedactivity. Individuals exemptpursuant to this
subsectionshall comply with regulations promulgatedby the State
Board of Education establishing criteria for personsproviding sign
languageinterpretingandtransliteratingservicestostudents.
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(8) An individual engagedin interpreting or transliterating in a
physician’soffice,provided that a patient is informedthat the individual
is not registeredunderthis act andthatthe patienthas the right to request
or providea State-registeredinterpreter.
(c) Unlawful practice.—Anindividualwho violatesthis sectioncommits

a summaryoffenseandshall, uponconviction,besentencedto paya fine not
to exceed$300 or to imprisonmentfor notmorethan 90 days,orboth, for a
first violation. An individual who is convictedof a subsequentviolationof
this section commits a misdemeanorof the third degree and shall be
sentencedto pay a fine of not less than $300 nor more than $1,000 or to
serveatermof imprisonmentfor notmorethan90 days,or both.

Section2. If this act takeseffect after July 1, 2006, the amendmentof
section4 of the actshallapplyretroactivelyto July1, 2006.

Section3. This actshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The7thdayof July, A.D. 2006.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


