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ANACT
SB 1209

Providingfor the HealthyFarmsandHealthySchoolsProgram.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be lu~ownand may be cited as the Healthy Farms and

HealthySchoolsAct.
Section2. Findingsanddeclarations.

TheGeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclaresasfollows:
(1) An alarming percentageof our school-agedchildren have an

unhealthyweight. In large part, this is due to poor eatinghabits. Pilot
programshave shown that focusednutritional educationin the early
school years coupledwith exposureto a variety of healthy foods can
initiatea long-termincreasein healthyeatinghabitsaschildrenmature.

(2) Agriculture is this Commonwealth’smost successfuleconomic
engine.Unfortunately,thepercentageof our populationdirectly involved
in agriculturehas decreaseddramaticallyover the last several decades.
Knowledgeabout thesourcesof our food andagriculturein Pennsylvania
is not widespreadin our communities,particularlyin less affluent areas.
Educationalprogramsfor young childrenproviding hands-onexperience
with agricultureincreasesanawarenessof what constitutesa healthydiet.
Thus, it is vital to inform the future citizensof this Commonwealthabout
good eatinghabits, while demonstratingthe importanceof the role of
local farmsin achievingthis crucial goal.

(3) An initiative accomplishingthis twofold purposeis decisive in
ensuring the citizenry of this Commonwealthwill be healthy in the
comingyears.Thepurposesof this programareto educatekindergartners
and their families about the importanceof choosing healthy, locally
produced foods and increaseawarenessof Pennsylvaniaagriculture.
Furthermore,the initiative should aid Pennsylvaniafarmers in gaining
accessto new marketswithin this Commonwealth.Consequently,the
Commonwealthshouldinstitutea programincluding:

(i) Nutrition educationinvolving studentparticipationwhich is
integratedinto regular subjects in the curriculum of primary and
secondaryeducationinstitutions.

(ii) Focusingon locally grown foodsprovided from Pennsylvania
farms.

(iii) Equippingteachersandothereducatorsto incorporatenutrition

andagricultureeducationinto their instruction.
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•(iv) Providing for new direct marketing opportunities for
Pennsylvaniafarmers.

(v) Providing for family and community involvement, including
parent, caregiver and community group participation in education
activities.

(vi) Visits to nearby farms for school children so they may
understandandlearnmoreaboutthe sourcesoftheir food.

Section3. Definitions.
The following words and phraseswhenused in this act shall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunless the contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Department.” TheDepartmentofAgriculture of theCommonwealth.
• “Program.” TheHealthyFarmsandHealthySchoolsProgramestablished
underthis act.

• “Secretary.” The Secretaryof Agricultureof theCommonwealth.
Section4. Grantprogram.

(a) Authorization.—Thedepartment,in consultationwith the Department
of Educationand the Departmentof Health, is authorizedto establisha
programto awardgrants for the purposeof developingtheHealthy Farms
andHealthySchoolsProgramin kindergartenclassesin this Commonwealth.

(b) Eligibility.—Any schooldistrict, charterschoolor privateschoolwith
a kindergartenprogram’ may submit an application to the departmentfor
funding.

(c) Programrequirements.—Theprogram shall contain the following
elements:

(1) A list of Pennsylvaniafarmerswho haveagreedto supply food
productsfrom Pennsylvaniafarms,verifiableby thedepartment.

(2) Nutrition and agriculture education,including integration into
regularclassroomsubjects.

(3) Training of teachersand othereducationalstaffon nutrition and
agricultureeducation.

(4) The inclusion of parents,caregiversand community groups in
educationalactivities.

(5) Field trips to Pennsylvaniafarms or other direct agricultural
educationalexperienceswhich teachchildrenaboutsourcesof food and
Pennsylvaniaagriculture.

Section5. Limitation on grants.
(a) Matching.—Grantamountsshall be limited to 75% of the amount

necessaryto developthe program, not to exceed$15,000 annually, per
school.Applicantsmay usein-kind supportto matchtheamountgranted.

(b) Conditions.—Thesecretarymay approvea grant in an amountless
than the requestedamount. The secretarymay also imposerestrictionsor
specialconditionsuponissuanceofthe grant.
Section6. Applicationsandreviewof applications.
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(a) Submission.—Applicationsfor grantsshall be submittedin a manner
andform asprescribedby thesecretary.

(b) Evaluation.—Whenreviewing applications, the secretary shall
evaluateapplicationsannuallyon thebasisof all of thefollowing:

(1) Theability of theapplicantto completetheprogram.
(2) The ability of the applicantto incorporateall of the program

requirements.
(3) Thelocation of thesch9ol in anareawherea high percentageof

thechildrenreceivefreeorreduced-priceschoolmeals.
(4) Thepotentialof the programto increaseknowledgeaboutnutrition

and healthy eating habits for the children, their caregivers and the
community.

(5) The potential of the program to increase knowledge about
Pennsylvania agriculture for the children, their caregivers and the
community.

(6) Theability ofthe applicantto procurelocally grownfoods for their
program.

(7) The potential of the program to increasemarkets for local
agriculturalproducers.

• (8) Thenumberof peoplewhowill beservedby theprogram.
(9) Theability ofthe applicantto sustaintheprogram.
(10) The overallperformanceof the applicantif a grantwasreceived

in apreviousyear.
Section7. Dispositionof grants.

(a) Written agreement.—Thedepartment may require a written
agreementdescribingthetermsandconditionsof thegrant.

(b) Verification.—The departmentmay require verification of grant
expenditures.

(c) Criteria.—Thedepartmentmay establish criteria under which the
secretarymay demandthereturnof all ora portionof the grantfunds.
Section8. Administrationandcontracting.

Funds appropriatedfor this program may be used for administrative
purposeswhich executetheprogram, includingcontractingwith oneor more
entitiesto carryout theprovisionsof this act.
Section9. Regulations.

The departmentshall promulgateregulationsas it deemsnecessaryto
carryout thepurposesof this act.
Section10. Funding.

Grantsshall be awardedto the extent funds are madeavailable by the
GeneralAssembly.
Section 11. Effectivedate.

Thisactshall takeeffectJuly 1, 2007.

APPROVED—The29thdayofNovember,A.D. 2006.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


