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No. 2007-9

AN ACT
SB 437

Amending the act of November 10, 1999 (P.L.491, No.45), entitled “An act
establishing a uniform construction code; imposing powers and duties on
municipalities and the Department of Labor and Industiy; providing for
enforcement;imposing penalties;and making repeals,”further providing for the
adoptionof regulations.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 301(a) of the act of November 10, 1999 (P.L.491,
No.45), known as the PennsylvaniaConstruction Code Act, amended
February 19, 2004 (P.L.141,No~13),July 15, 2004 (P.L.748, No.92) and
December22, 2005(P.L.478,No.95), is amendedto read:
Section301. Adoptionby regulations.

(a) Regulations.—
(1) The departmentshall, within 180 daysof the effectivedateof this

section, promulgate regulations adopting the 1999 BOCA National
Building Code, FourteenthEdition, as a Uniform ConstructionCode,
exceptasprovided in section105(c)(2)and this section.The department
shallpromulgateseparateregulationswhichmaymakechangesto Chapter
I of the 1999 BOCA NationalBuilding Code,FourteenthEdition, relating
to administrationthat are necessaryfor the department’simplementation
of this act.

(2) The regulations.shall include a provision that all detachedone-
family andtwo-family dwellingsandone-familytownhousesthat are not
more than threestories in height and their accessorystructuresshall be
designedandconstructedeither in accordancewith the ICC International
OneandTwoFamilyDwelling Code,1998 Edition, or in accordancewith
the requirementsof the Uniform ConstructionCodeat the option of the
building permitapplicant. The provisionshall require thatan irrevocable
electionbe madeat the timeplans aresubmittedfor reviewandapproval.
If the building permit applicantdoesnot indicatea code,the designand
constructionshallbein accordancewith theUniform ConstructionCode.

(3) The regulationsshall includea provisionthat the secretaryshall
have the exclusivepower to grant modifications and,decide issuesof
technical infeasibility underChapter11 (Accessibility) of the Uniform
ConstructionCodeandany otheraccessibilityrequirementscontainedin
or referencedby theUniform ConstructionCode for individualprojects.

(4) The secretaryshall considerthe recommendationsof theadvisory
boardas providedin section106(c). The departmentshall considerthe
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commentsof the advisoryboardwith respectto accessibilityissuesin any
proposedregulations.

(5) The regulationsshall provide for a systemof periodiccompliance
reviews conductedby the departmentand for enforcementprocedures
conductedby the departmentto ensure that code administrators are
adequatelyadministeringandenforcingChapter11 (Accessibility)of the
Uniform Construction Code and any other accessibility requirements
containedin or referencedby theUniformConstructionCode.

(6) The regulationsshall include the provisions of exception8 to
section1014.6(relative to stairwaytreadsandrisers)of the 1993 BOCA
NationalBuilding Code,Twelfth Edition, andthe provisionsof sectionR-
213.1 (relativeto stairways)of the CABO OneandTwo Family Dwelling
Code, 1992 Edition, and such provisions shall be applicable
notwithstandingsection303(b),which shallnot apply to the provisionsof
any municipal building codeordinancewhich equalsor exceedsthese
provisions.

(7) The departmentshallconsultwith theDepartmentof Health in the
developmentof regulationsrelatingto healthcare facilities, intermediate
care facilities for the mentally retarded or for persons with related
conditionsandStateinstitutions.

(8) The regulations shall exclude section R313.l.1 of the 2003
InternationalResidentialCode for One-andTwo-FamilyDwellingsor its
successorcodefrom applying to existingone-familyand two-family unit
dwellings undergoingalterations,repairs or additions but shall include
provisionsrequiringnon-interconnectedbattery-operatedsmokealarmsin
one-familyandtwo-family dwellingsin accordancewith sectionR3 13.1.1
of the 2003 International Residential Code for One- and Two-Family
Dwellings.

(9) Regulationsunder this subsectionshall include the adoptionof
section110.3 (temporaryoccupancy)of theInternationalBuilding Code.

(10) (i) Section R404.1 and Tables R404.1(1), R404.1(2) and
R404.1(3)ofthe 2006 International ResidentialCode and its successor
codesare not partof the Uniform Construction Code. In lieu of section
R404.1 of the 2006 International Residential Code, the provisions of
subparagraph(ii) shall apply andarepart ofthe Uniform Construction
Code.

(ii) Concrete andmasonryfoundation walls shall be selected and
constructed in accordance with:

(A) all provisionsof section R404 of the 2006 International
Residential Code and its successor codes except thoseexcluded by
subparagraph(:);

(B) ACI 318, ACI 332, NCMA TR68-A or ACI 530/ASCE
5/TMS 402; or

(C) otherapprovedstructuralstandards.
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Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The27th dayof June,A.D. 2007.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


