
318 Act 2007-48 LAWS OFPENNSYLVANIA

No. 2007-48

AN ACT
HB 1253

Amending theact of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317, No.69),entitled,asamended,“An act
relating to the practiceof professionalnursing; providing for the licensing of
nursesand for the revocationand suspensionof such licenses,subjectto appeal,
andfor theirreinstatement;providingfor the renewalof suchlicenses;regulating
nursing in general;prescribingpenalties and repealing certain laws,” further
providing for scopeof practice for certified registerednursepractitioners;and
providingfor professionalliability.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 8.2 of the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317, No.69),
known as The ProfessionalNursing Law, added December 9, 2002
(P.L.1567,No.206),is amendedto read:

Section 8.2. Scope of Practice for Certified Registered Nurse
Practitioners.—(a)A certifiedregisterednursepractitionerwhile functioning
in theexpandedroleasa professionalnurseshallpracticewithin thescopeof
practiceof theparticularclinical specialtyareain which thenurseis certified
by theboard.

(b) A certifiedregisterednursepractitionermayperform actsof medical
diagnosis in collaboration with a physician and in accordancewith
regulationspromulgatedby theboard.

(c) IAI Except asprovidedin subsection(c.1), a certified registered
nursepractitionermayprescribemedicaltherapeuticor correctivemeasures
if thenurseis actingin accordancewith theprovisionsof section8.3.

(c.1) Exceptas limited by subsection(c.2), and in addition to existing
authority, a certified registerednursepractitioner shall haveauthority to
do all of the following, provided that the certified nurse practitioner is
acting within the scopeof the certified registerednurse practitioner’s
collaborative or written agreementwith a physician and the certtfied
registerednursepractitioner’sspecialtycertification:

(1) Order homehealth andhospicecare.
(2) Orderdurable medicalequipmenL
(3) Issue oral orders to the extent permittedby the health care

facilities’ by-laws, rules, regulations or administrative policies and
guidelines.

(4) Makephysicaltherapyanddietitian referrals.
(5) Make respiratoryandoccupationaltherapyreferrals.
(6) Perform disability assessmentsfor the program providing

TemporaryAssistanceto NeedyFamilies (TANF).
(7) Issuehomeboundschoolingcertifications.
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(8) Perform and sign the initial assessmentof methadonetreatment
evaluations,provided that any order for methadonetreatmentshall be
madeonlyby aphysician.

(c.2) Nothingin this sectionshall be construedto:
(1) Supersedethe authority of the Department of Health and the

Department of Public Welfare to regulate the types of health care
professionalswho are eligible for medical staff membershipor clinical
privileges.

(2) Restricttheauthority ofa health carefacility to determinethescope
ofpracticeandsupervisionor otheroversightrequirementsfor health care
professionalspracticingwithin thefacility.

(d) Nothing in this sectionshall be construedto limit or prohibit a
certifiedregisterednursepractitionerfrom engagingin thoseactivities which
normallyconstitutethepracticeofnursingasdefmedin section2.

Section2. Theact is amendedby addinga sectionto read:
Section 8.7. Professional Liabiity.—A certified registered nurse

practitioner practicing in this Commonwealthshall maintain a levelof
professionalliability coverageas required for a nonparticipating health
careproviderunder the act ofMarch 20, 2002(P.L.154,No.13),known as
the “Medical Care Availability andReductionof Error (Mcare) Act,” but
shall not be eligible to participate in the Medical Care Availability and
ReductionofError (Mcare) Fund.

Section 3. The State Board of Nursing, the Departmentof Public
Welfare, the State Boardof Medicine and the Departmentof Health shall
promulgateregulationsto implementthe amendmentor additionof sections
8.2and8.7 of theactwithin 18 monthsof theeffectivedateof thissection.

Section4. The following are repealedinsofar as,they are inconsistent
with the amendmentof section8.2 of theact and the additionof section8.7
of theact:

(1) Section3.1(b)oftheact.
(2) Section9(a) of the actof October 10, 1975 (P.L.383,No.110),

knownasthePhysicalTherapyPracticeAct.
(3) Section 14 of theact of June15, 1982 (P.L.502,No.140), known

astheOccupationalTherapyPracticeAct.
(4) Section 13.1(d) of the act of December20, 1985 (P.L.457,

No.112),knownasthe MedicalPracticeAct of 1985.
Section5. Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The20thdayofJuly, AD. 2007.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


