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No. 2008-70

AN ACT
SB 266

Providing for a report on potential climate change impacts and economic
opportunities for this Commonwealth, for duties of the Department of
EnvironmentalProtection,for an inventoryofgreenhousegases,for establishment
of the Climate Change Advisory Committee, for a voluntary registry of
greenhousegasemissionsandfor aclimatechangeactionplan.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the PennsylvaniaClimate

ChangeAct.
Section2. Definitions.

The following words andphraseswhenusedin this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunless the contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Baseline.” A level of greenhousegasemissionsagainstwhich future
emissionsaremeasured.

“Carbon sequestration.” The long-term storageof carbon or carbon
dioxide in forests, forestproducts,soils, oceansor undergroundin depleted
oil andgasreservoirs,coalseamsandsalineaquifiers.

“Climate change.” Any alterationof the earth’s climatedue,at leastin
part, to emissionsof greenhousegasesassociatedwith human activities,
including, but not limited to, the burning of fossil fuels, biomassburning,
cementmanufacture,agriculture,deforestationandotherland-usechanges.

“Cobenefits.” The economic, social, environmental,public health and
otherbenefitsof climatechangepoliciesthat are independentof anybenefits
for reducingor mitigatingclimatechange.

“Committee.” The Climate ChangeAdvisory Committeeestablishedin
section5.

“Department.” The Departmentof EnvironmentalProtection of the
Commonwealth.

“Greenhousegases” or “GHGs.” Gasesin the earth’s atmospherethat
absorbandreemit infraredradiation,includingcarbondioxide, nitrousoxide,
methane,hydrofluorocarbons,perfluorocarbonsandsulfur hexafluoride.

“Secretary.” The Secretary of Environmental Protection of the
Commonwealth.
Section 3. Report on potential climate change impact and economic

opportunitiesfor this Commonwealth.
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(a) Reportrequired.—Thedepartmentshall prepareandpublisha report
on thepotentialimpactof climatechangein this Commonwealth.The report
shallidentify thefollowing:

(1) Scientific predictions regarding changes in temperatureand
precipitationpatternsandamountsin this Commonwealththat could result
from climatechange.Suchpredictionsshallreflect the diversityof views
within thescientificcommunity.

(2) The potential impact of climate change on human health,the
economy and the managementof economic risk, forests, wildlife,
fisheries, recreation,agricultureand tourismin this Commonwealthand
anysignificantuncertaintiesaboutthe impactof climatechange.

(3) Economicopportunitiesfor this Commonwealthcreatedby the
potential need for alternative sources of energy, climate-related
technologies,servicesand strategies;carbonsequestrationtechnologies;
captureand utilization of fugitive greenhousegas emissionsfrom any
source;andothermitigationstrategies.
(b) Cooperation.—Inpreparingthe report, the departmentshall consult

with Federal and other State agencies,academic institutions and the
committee. The departmentmay also evaluate the recommendationsof
climate changeactionplanspreparedby countiesandmunicipalitieswithin
this Commonwealth.The reportshallreflect anydiversityof opinionamong
theentitiesconsultedby the department.

(c) Deadline.—Thisreportshall be completed,publishedanddistributed
to theGeneralAssemblyarid madeavailableto thepublic inprinted formand
on thedepartment’sInternetwebsitewithin ninemonthsof theeffectivedate
of this actandshallberevisedeverythreeyearsthereafter.
Section4. Greenhousegasesinventory.

(a) Inventory required.—In consultation with the committee, the
departmentshall annua):ly compile an inventory of GHGs emitted in this
Commonwealthby all sources.This inventory shall establishGHGemission
trends and the relative contributionof major sectors, including, but not
limited to, the transportation,electricity generation,industrial, commercial,
mineralandnaturalresources,productionof alternativefuel, agriculturaland
domesticsectors.

(b) Baseline—Thedepartmentshall establish a baseline of GHG
emissions that it shall use to project future GHG emissions in this
Commonwealthin theabsenceof governmentintervention.

(c) Coordinationwith actionplan.—Theinventoryandbaselineshall be
presentedto the Governor,the GeneralAssemblyand the committeeevery
threeyearsaspartof theclimatechangeactionplanrequiredunder-section-7.
Section5. ClimateChangeAdvisory Committee.

(a) Establishment.——Thereis establishedwithin the departmentthe
ClimateChangeAdvisory Committee.Thepurposeof thecommitteeshallbe
to advisethe departmentregardingtheimplementationof the provisions of
this act.
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- (b) Membership.—
(1) The committee shall be composed of residents of this

Commonwealthselectedas set forth in this subsection.Membersshall be
appointedon accountof their interest,knowledgeor expertiseregarding
climatechangeissues.Membersshallbe selectedto reflecta diversity of
viewpointson climate change issuesfrom the scientific, businessand
industry, transportation,environmental, social, outdoor and sporting,
laborandotheraffectedcommunities.

(2) Eighteenmembersshallbe appointedasfollows:
(i) Six membersappointedby theGovernor.
(ii) Six membersappointedby the Senate.Of thesemembers,the

Majority Leaderof the Senateshall appoint four members,and the
Minority Leaderof the Senateshallappointtwo members.

(iii) Six membersappointedby the Houseof Representatives.Of
thesemembers,the Majority Leaderof theHouseof Representatives
shall appoint four members,and the Minority Leaderof theHouseof
Representativesshallappoint two members.
(3) The Secretaryof Conservationand Natural Resources,the

Secretaiyof CommunityandEconomicDevelopmentand theChairof the
PennsylvaniaPublic Utility Commission,or their designees,shall be ex
officio votingmembersof thecommittee.
(c) Appointment.—Membersof thecommitteeshall be appointedwithin

30 daysof theeffectivedateof this act.
(d) Termsof service.—Amembershall be appointedfor a term of four

years.Of the initial membersappointedby the Governor,threemembers
shallserveinitial termsof two years.Of the initial membersappointedby the
Majority Leaderof theSenate,two membersshall serveinitial termsof two
years.Of the initial membersappointedby the Majority Leaderof the House
ofRepresentatives,two membersshall serveinitial tennsof two years.Of the
initial membersappointedby the Minority Leaderof theSenate,onemember
shall servean initial termof two years.Of the initial membersappointedby
theMinority Leaderof theHouseof Representatives,onemembershallserve
an initial term of two years.After suchinitial terms,all appointmentsshall
servefor a termof fouryears.

(e) Chairperson.—Thechairpersonof the committeeshall be elected
from among and by a majority vote of the membersappointed under
subsection(b)(2). The term of a chairpersonshall be for two years,andan
individualmayservenomore thantwo consecutivetermsaschairperson.

(f) Meetings.—Within60 days of the effective date of this act, the
departmentshall call the first meetingof theconunitteeandshall establisha
schedule for regular meetings of the committee to assist in the
implementationof thisact. -

(g) Expenses.—Membersof the committee shall serve without
compensationbut may be reimbursedfrom fluids appropriatedfor such
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purposesfor necessaryandreasonabletravel and other expensesincurred
during theperformanceof their duties.

(h) Facilitator.—Thedepartmentshallretainthe servicesof a third-party
facilitatorto conducttheactivities of thecommittee.

(i) Department responsibilities.—The department shall create and
maintain an Internet website listing the membership,activities, meeting
schedule,meeting agenda,expense reimbursementsand other relevant
informationregardingthecommittee.
Section6. Voluntarygreenhousegasregistry.

Within 90 daysoftheeffectivedateofthis act, thedepartmentshall create
a voluntary greenhousegas registry through which interestedbusinesses,
governments,institutions and other entities can record any reductionsin
greenhousegas emissions or any avoided emissionsof greenhousegas
emissionsthat are achievedin the absenceof any governmentmandateto
reducesuchemissions.The departmentshall developguidelinesandcriteria
for the operationof the registryandshall createa site on the department’s
publicly accessibleInternetwebsitefor thepublic to examinea-current-listof
registrantsandemissionreductionsandavoidances.
Section7. Climatechangeactionplan.

(a) Action plan required.—Within15 monthsfrom the effectivedate of
this actandeverythreeyearsthereafter,thedepartmentshall, in consultation
with the committee,submitto theGovernora climatechangeactionplanthat:

(1) IdentifiesGHGemissionandsequestrationtrendsandbaselines-in
this Commonwealth.

(2) Evaluatescost-effectivestrategiesfor reducingor offsetting GHG
emissionsfromvarioussectorsin thisCommonwealth.

(3) Identifies costs, benefits and cobenefits of GHG reduction
strategiesrecommendedby theclimate changeactionplan,including the
impact on the capability of meeting future energy demandwithin this
Commonwealth.

(4) Identifies areasof agreementanddisagreementamongcommittee
membersabouttheclimatechangeactionplan.

(5) Recommendsto the General Assembly legislative changes
necessaryto implementthe climatechangeactionplan.
(b) Publication.—Theclimatechangeactionplanshall bepublishedand

distributedto the GeneralAssembly and madeavailable to the public in
printed formandon thedepartment’sInternetwebsiteuponsubmissionof the
planto theGovernor.
Section8. EffectofFederallaw.

(a) Duty of secretaryto monitor Federal law.—The secretaryshall
monitor the enactmentof laws by the Congressof the United Statesto
determinewhetherany law hasbeensoenactedthat it establishesa program
of GHG inventory, registryor reporting requirementsthat are as or more
comprehensivethanthosesetforth in this act.
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(b) Publication in PennsylvaniaBulletin.—If the secretarydetermines
thatsucha law is enacted,thesecretaryshallpublish thisdeterminationin the
PennsylvaniaBulletin. The notice shall include a statementthat affected
entities shall be in compliancewith this act or any subsequentact which
imposesGHGinventory,registryor reportingrequirementsby submittingthe
sameinformation to the departmentas is required to be submittedunder
Federallaw.
Section9. Effectivedate.

Thisact shalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The9thdayof July, A.D. 2008.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


