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No. 2008-71

AN ACT

SB 356
Amending the act of June22, 1993 (P.L.105,No.24), entitled“An act providingfor

environmentaleducationprograms;providingfor furtherdutiesoftheDepartment
of Education and the Departmentof Environmental Resources;creating the
EnvironmentalEducationFund; andprovidingfor thedispositionof a portion of
certain fines and penalties,”providing for the establishmentof thePennsylvania
Center for Environmental Education and the Pennsylvania Center for
EnvironmentalEducationBoard; andmakingeditorial changes.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The title andsections2 and 3 of the act of June22, 1993
(P.L.105, No.24),know~iasthe EnvironmentalEducationAct, are amended
to read:

AN ACT
Providing for environmental education programs; providing for the

establishmentof thePennsylvaniaCenterfor EnvironmentalEducation
andthePennsylvaniaCenterfor EnvironmentalEducation Board and
for further duties of the Departmentof Education,the Departmentof
Conservation and Natural Resources and the Department of
Environmental IResottrces] Protection; creating the Environmental
EducationFund; andproviding for thedispositionof a portionof certain
fmesandpenalties.

Section2. Declarationof policy.
TheGeneralAssemblyfmds anddeclaresasfollows:

(1) Section 27 of Article I of the Constitutionof Pennsylvaniastates
that: “The people have a right to clean air, pure water, and to the
preservationof the natural, scenic,historic and estheticvalues of the
environment.Pennsylvania’spublic natural resourcesare the common
propertyof all thepeople,includinggenerationsyet to come.As trusteeof
theseresources,the Commonwealthshall conserveandmaintainthem for
thebenefitofall thepeople.”

(2) IThe State Board of Education hasrecognizedthe study of the
environment as an essential component of basic education for
graduating students. The regulations of the board which pertain to
curriculum identify the knowledge and understanding of the
environment as one of the goals of a quality education.J The State
Board of Educationhasadoptedenvironmentandecologycurriculum
standardsidentifying the conceptsand understandingthat studentsin
kindergartenthroughgrade12 mustattain ateachleveL

(3) The Departmentof Education has primary responsibility for
formal environmentaleducation within this Commonwealth‘s schools.
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A quality educationshould provide each studentwith knowledge of
natural and human resources, an understanding of geographic
environments,knowledgeof the interrelationshipsandinterdependenceof
naturalandhumansystems,the developmentof environmentalproblem
solving andmanagementskills andknowledgeof andappropriateusesof
energy.

(4) The Department of Environmental [Resources has a
responsibilityto help the public understandthe environmentallaws
as well as the rolesof individuals,groups,institutions,industryand
government in finding solutions to this Commonwealth’s
environmental problems and the prevention of new problems.J
Protectionand theDepartmentof ConservationandNaturalResources
haveresponsibilityfor adult and nonformalenvironmentaleducation
and a supportrole in basic andhigher education.The Departmentof
Environmental Protection shall provide environmental education
supportto adults,businesses,local officials andfarmers,emphasizing
environmentalstewardshiprelated to environmentallaws, pollution
reductionandprevention,sustainableenergyissuesandenvironmental
problemsolving.

[(5) The third week of October is recognizedeach year as
“PennsylvaniaEnvironmental Education Week” as a means to
promoteenvironmentaleducation.

(6) The20thAnniversarycelebrationof “Earth Day” heraldedthe
1990’s as the “Decadeof the Environment.” In order to meet the
challengesof thisdecade,citizensof thisCommonwealthwill need-the
knowledgeand skills to make informeddecisionsas consumersand
votersto help protecttheenvironmentandpreventpollution.

(7) It is the policy of this Conunonwealththat environmental
educationis critically importantto encouragea citizenrywhich has
the ability to help promote a healthy environment and an
understandingof the functioning of the natural world and the
necessity for environmental protection and sound resource
management.I

(5) TheannualcelebrationofEarthDayis an opportunityfor every
citizen in this Commonwealthto reflect on our accomplishmentsin
protectingthe environmentandon the challengeswefacein creating
an environmentallyawarecitizenryandsustainablecommunities.

(6) Environmentaleducation is critical to promotinga healthy
environmentandcitizenry,sustainablecommunitiesand to the growth
ofPennsylvania’seconomy.

(7) A PennsylvaniaCenterfor EnvironmentalEducation is an
essential componentto help to identify the resourcesand products
neededto complywith theenvironmentandecologystandards,to assess
theenvironmentalknowledgeandunderstandingofthepublic, to avoid
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duplication in the creation and delivery of environmentaleducation
programsto createan informedcitizenryandsustainablecommunities.

Section3. Legislativepurpose.
It is thepurposeof this actto:

(1) authorize and require the Department of Education, the
DepartmentofConservationandNaturalResourcesandtheDepartment
of Environmental [Resources]Protection to develop and implement
environmental education programs for the citizens of this
Commonwealth~;Jand to provide leadership,services,funding and
accountabilityfor eni’ironmentaleducation;

(2) encouragethe environmentaleducationefforts of otheragencies
where appropriate,including, but not limited to, those of the county
conservationdistricts, the PennsylvaniaFish andBoat Commission,the
GameCommission,lithe PennsylvaniaEnergyOffice,] the Department
of Agriculture, the Department of [Commerce,the Department of
Community Affairs,,] Communityand EconomicDevelopment, the
Departmentof GeneralServicesand the Departmentof Transportation;
land]

(3) createand establish the Advisory Council on Environmental
Educationwithin theI)epartmentof Education~.J;and

(4) establishthePennsylvaniaCenterfor EnvironmentalEducation
to supportthe environmentaleducationeffortsofStateagencies,county
conservationdistricts,formal and nonformaleducatorsand nonprofit
organizations.
Section2. The actis amendedby addinga sectionto read:

Section3.1. PennsylvaniaCenterfor EnvironmentalEducation.
(a) EstablishmenL——Thereis hereby establishedthe Pennsylvania

Centerfor EnvironmentalEducation within the StateSystemofHigher
Educationwhich will, in consultationwith appropriatestakeholders,help
to identify the needsfor environmentaleducationandpromoteresearch
anddevelopmentofprogramsfor nonformaleducators.

(b) Duties.—ThePennsylvaniaCenterfor EnvironmentalEducation
shallhavethefollowingduties:

(1) To promote the formation ofpartnershipswith formal and
nonformal educators, schools, agencies, public officials, county
conservation districts, business, industry, nonprofit citizen and
environmentaleducationorganizations.Thepartnershipshall:

(0 Assist with the disseminationof existing environmental
educationmaterials,programandtraining opportunitiesto-agencies,
organizations,educatorsand thepublic.

(ii) Providepreserviceandnonformaleducatorprogramsrelated
to environmentaleducation and support efforts to disseminate
materialsto meetthoseneeds.

(iii) Assist in evaluating the effectivenessof nonformal
environmentaleducationprograms.
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(iv) Help to facilitate the active implementation of the
environmentand ecology standardsadoptedby the StateBoard of
Education.

(v) Promote both Statewide and regional solutions to
environmentaleducation needsto maximizethe effective use of
existingresources.

(vi) Work with State agenciesin the developmentof new
educational tools where environmental education needs are
identified.
(2) To inventory, disseminate and generate environmental

education-relatedresearch, including an environmental readiness
assessmentof public knowledge,attitudes and behaviorsrelated to
environmentalconcernsandconceptseveryfiveyearsto help-determine
educationalneeds.

(3) To establish an Internet-basedresourcesnetwork to make
environmental information available and to provide training and
educationopportunitiesfor educatorsandPennsylvania’scitizenry.

(4) To activelyseekpublic andprivate sourcesoffundingto help
support activities by the Pennsylvania Center for Environmental
Educationanditsprojectpartners.
(c) PersonneL—TheState Systemof Higher Education may, in

consultation with the PennsylvaniaCenterfor EnvironmentalEducation
Board, hire such employeesand contract with other entities as it
determinesto undertakeits responsibilitiesto the extentavailablefunds
allow. All staff hiring, firing, staff andprogram evaluationsandfiscal
accountability will follow State SystemofHigher Educationprocedures
andpractices.

(d) Pennsylvania Center for Environmental Education Board
established.—

(1) Tooverseeandassessthe operationsof thePennsylvaniaCenter
for EnvironmentalEducation inperforming its duties,a Pennsylvania
Centerfor EnvironmentalEducationBoard is hereby established.The
boardshall consistofthefollowing:

(i) The secretaryor his designeefromeachofthefollowing: the
Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resourcesand the Departmentof
Education.

(ii) Fiverepresentativesappointedby the Chancellorof theState
SystemofHigher Education. Theserepresentativesshall be chosen
from amongthe business,agricultural, environmental,basic and
highereducationcommunitiesorfrom amongany communitywhich
the appointing authority deems will further the purposes of
environmentaleducation in this Commonwealth.Representatives
selectedshall servetermsoffouryears. Of the representativesfirst
appointedby the appointingauthority, threeshall servefor termsof
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two years and three shall serve for terms of four years.
Representatives,upon expiration of their term, shall continue to
serveuntil a successorisappointed.Vacanciesshall befilled for the
remainderof an unexpiredterm in the samemanneras original
appointments.

~‘iii~) A representativeof the PennsylvaniaAssociation of
ConservationDistricts appointedby theSecretaryofAgricukiu’e.
(2) Theboardshallmeetatleastsemiannuallyto establishpriorities,

adoptan annualworkplanandannualbudget,andreviewandapprove
activitiesofthecenter,andshallelecta chairperson.

(3) Expensesof the boardand the operationof the Pennsylvania
Centerfor EnvironmentalEducation shall bepaid by theStateSystem
ofHigherEducationfromfundsappropriatedby the GeneralAssembly
for thePennsylvaniaCenterfor EnvironmentalEducation.
Section3. Sections4. 5, 6, 7 and8 of theactareamendedto read:

Section4. PowersanddutiesofDepartmentof Education.
TheDepartmentof Educationshallhavethefollowing powersandduties:

(1) To conducta periodicevaluationof school-basedenvironmental
educationin thisCommonwealth.

(2) To provide assistance,support and resourceinformation to
educators,studentsand public and private educationagenciesand
organizationsonenvironmentaleducationprograms.

(3) To identif~’,recognize and establish awards for exemplary
environmentaleducationcurriculadevelopedin Commonwealthschools.

(4) To identjfy the needfor the developmentof new curriculum,
preservice and continuing teacher professional developmentand
educationprogramsrelatedto environmentaleducationandto support
efforts to developprogramsand materials to meetthose needsin
collaboration with other agencies, environmentalorganizationsor
associations.

Section5. Powersanddutiesof Departmentof Environmental[Resources]
Protection.

The Departmentof Environmental[Resources]Protectionshall havethe
following powersandduties:

[(1) To conduct a periodic evaluation of the status of
environmental education taking place in the nonformal sector
(outsideof theclassroom)in thisCommonwealth.

(2) To maintain an inventory of environmental education
materials, programs and resourcesavailable in Commonwealth
agencies.

(3) To use the department’senvironmentaleducationcentersas
outreachfacilities to bring youth andadult educationprogramsinto
communities and schools, focusing on environmental issues of
importanceto theCommonwealth.
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(4) To provide such grantsas the Secretaryof Environmental
Resourcesafterconsultationwith theSecretaryof Educationshall, in
his discretion,approveto the following: public and private schools
for youth environmentaleducation,conservation and education
organizations and institutions for the purposes of providing
environmentaleducationtraining to teachers,county conservation
districts and Bureau of State Parks Environmental Education
Program.]

(1) To provide such grants as the Secretaryof Environmental
Protection,afterconsultationwith theSecretaryofEducation,shall, in
the SecretaryofEnvironmentalProtection‘s discretion,approveto the
following: public and private schools, conservationand education
organizationsand institutions,businessesandnonprofit organizations
and associations,countyconservationdistricts and the Departmentof
Conservationand Natural Resourcesfor the purposesofproviding
environmentaleducation.

[(5)] (2) To preparea guidancedocument,in consultationwith the
Secretaryof Education,for administeringthe grants. [The department
shallmakethedocumentavailablefor public review andcommentby
publicationin thePennsylvaniaBulletin.]

Section6. EnvironmentalEducationReport.
The Secretary of Education and the Secretary of Environmental

[Resources] Protection, with input from the Advisory Council on
EnvironmentalEducationandthePennsylvaniaCenterfor Environmental
EducationBoard, shallpreparea [periodic] biennialreportto theGovernor
and the GeneralAssemblyoutlining environmentaleducationprogramsand
achievements,highlightingnewinitiativesandrecommendingfutureprogram
needs.
Section7. TheAdvisoryCouncil onEnvironmentalEducation.

(a) Duties.—There is hereby created an Advisory Council on
EnvironmentalEducationwithin the Departmentof Education.The advisory
council shall:

(1) Make recommendationsto the Secretaryof Education, the
Secretaryof ConservationandNaturalResourcesand the Secretaryof
Environmental[Resources]Protection with respect to the use of any
fundsusedto supportenvironmentaleducationactivities.

(2) Advise and assistthe Secretaryof Education,the Secretaryof
ConservationandNaturalResourcesandthe Secretaryof Environmental
[Resourcesi Protection in carrying out environmental education
activities.

(3) Advise and assistthe Secretaryof Education,the Secretaryof
ConservationandNaturalResourcesandthe Secretaryof Environmental
[Resources]Protection in conductinga continualevaluationof the trends
andneedsin environmentaleducation.
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(4) Make recommendationsto the Secretaryof Education, the
SecretaryofConservationandNaturalResources[and the Secretaryof
EnvironmentalResources],the SecretaryofEnvironmentalProtection
and the PennsylvaniaCenterfor EnvironmentalEducation Board to
helpfosterenvironmentaleducationprograms.

(5) Make recommendationsto the Secretaryof Conservationand
Natural Resourcesand the Secretaryof Environmental [Resources]
Protectiononthedistributionof availablegrantmoneys.
(b) Composition.—Councilmembershipshallconsistof [13] 16members

asfollows:
(1) the Secretaryof Educationor hisdesignee;
(2) the Secretaryof Environmental [Resources]Protection or his

designee;
(2.1) the Secretaryof Conservationand Natural Resourcesor his

designee;
(3) theSecretaryof Agricultureor hisdesignee;and
(4) [ten] twelvemembersappointedasfollows:

(i) Three members representing Statewide or regional
environmental organizations appointed by the Secretary of
Environmental[Resources]Protection.

(ii) Two membersrepresentingStatewideor regional business,
industry or landowners’organizationsappointedby the Secretaryof
[Commerce]CommunityandEconomicDevelopment.

(iii) Threemembersrepresentingbasiceducationappointedby the
Secretaryof Education, one of which is a vocational agricultural
teacherappointedby the Secretaryof Education.

(iv) One memberrepresentinghighereducationappointedby the
Chancellorof the StateSystemofHigherEducation.

(v) One member representinga Statewideor regional general
agriculturalorganizationappointedby theSecretaryofAgriculture.

(vi) Two members representingconservation and natural
resourceinterestsappointedby the Secretaryof Conservationand
NaturalResources.

(c) Appointment, terms andexpenses.—The[ten] 12 council members
shall beappointedfor five-year terms.The initial termof four of thecouncil
membersshall be for oneyear,the initial termof four membersshall be for
threeyears,and the initial term of the remaindershall be for five years.A
membermay be appointedfor more than one term and shall serveuntil a
successorhasbeenappo:inled.Membersshall not be compensatedbut shall
be reimbursedfor actual expensesin accordancewith the rules of the
ExecutiveBoard.

(d) Officers and bylaws.—The council shall convene at least
[biannually] semiannually,shallelecta chairpersonanda vice-chairperson
to servea one-yeartermandshalladoptbylawsfor governingits operations.
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(e) Staff.—TheSecretaryof Educationshalldesignatesuchstaffas may
benecessaryfor theoperationof thecouncil.
Section8. EnvironmentalEducationFund.

[(a) Establishment.—]Thereis herebycreateda specialnonlapsingfund
in the StateTreasuryto beknownasthe EnvironmentalEducationFund.An
amount equalto 5% of the moneyscollected annuallyfrom fmes, natural
resourcedamagesettlementsandpenaltiesdepositedin special funds or
restricted revenue accounts administered by the Department of
Environmental[Resources]Protection shall be depositedin this fund. This
annualallocationamount shall be baseduponthe amountscollectedin the
previousfiscal year.All moneysplacedin the fund and the interestit accrues
are hereby appropriated, upon authorization by the Governor, to the
Departmentof Environmental[Resources]Protectionand theDepartment
of ConservationandNaturalResourcesto accomplishthe purposesof this
act. [Beginning in fiscal year 1992-1993,and each year thereafter,
moneys appropriatedto the departmentunder this section shall not
affect and are in addition to funding for environmentaleducation
programs administeredby the departmentand the Department of
Educationthatarein existenceprior to passageof thisact.

(b) Returnof certainmoneys.—OnJune30 of eachfiscal year any
funds in the EnvironmentalEducationFund in excessof an amount
equalto twicethe averageof expendituresfor thethreeprior fiscalyears
from theEnvironmentalEducationFundshallbe returnedto thespecial
funds or restricted revenueaccountsfrom which those funds were
originally transferred.]

Section 4. The additionof section 3.1 of the act shall expire in seven
years.

Section5. This actshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The9thdayof July, A.D. 2008.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


