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No. 2008-87

AN ACT
SB 684

Providingfor child deathreview.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known and maybe cited as the Public Health Child

DeathReviewAct.
Section2. Defmitions.

The following words andphraseswhenusedin this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunless the context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Child.” An individual21 yearsof ageandunder.
“Child deathreview datacollection system.” A datacollection system

approvedby the NationalMCH Centerfor Child DeathReviewor a similar
nationalorganization.

“Department.”The Departmentof HealthoftheCommonwealth.
“Local public healthchild deathreview team.” A teamrepresentinga

county or two or more counties comprised of professionals from
organizationsand local agencieswho review cases of child deaths in
accordancewith protocolsestablishedby the Statepublic healthchild death
reviewteam.

“Person in interest.” A personauthorizedto permit the releaseof the
medicalrecordsof a deceasedchild.

“Program.” The PublicHealthChild DeathReviewProgramestablished
in section3.

“Statepublic healthchild deathreviewteam.” A Statemultidisciplinary
teamcomprisedof local professionalsand representativesof Stateagencies
who review datasubmittedby local public healthchild deathreview teams,
developprotocolsfor child deathreviewsanddevelopchild deathprevention
strategies.
Section3. PublicHealthChild DeathReviewProgram.

(a) Establishment.—Thedepartmentshall establishthe Public Health
Child Death Review Program which shall facilitate State and local
multiagency, multidisciplinary teams to examine the circumstances
surroundingdeathsin this Commonwealthfor the purposeof promoting
safetyandreducingchild fatalities.

(b) Powersandduties.—Thedepartment,in cooperationwith the State
public healthchild deathreview team,shall havethe following powersand
dutiesin relationto theprogram:
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(1) Assistin the establishmentandcoordinationof local public health
child deathreviewteams.

(2) Coordinatethe collection of child death data, including the
developmentanddistributionof a form to be usedby local public health
child deathreviewteamsto reportinformationandproceduresfor sharing
the datawith Stateandlocal agenciesasappropriate.

(3) Developprotocolsto beusedin the reviewof child deaths.These
protocols shall not conflict with requirementssetforth in 23 Pa.C.S.Ch.
63 (relating to child protective services),including, but not limited to,
provisionsrelatingto thereviewof child fatalitiesandnearfatalities.

(4) Providetraining and technical assistanceto local public health
child deathreview teams,local agenciesand individuals relating to child
deaths.

(5) Reviewreportsfrom local public healthchild deathreviewteams.
(6) Identify best preventionstrategiesand activities, including an

assessmentofthefollowing:
(i) Effectiveness.
(ii) Easeof implementation.
(iii) Cost.
(iv) Sustainability.
(v) Potentialcommunitysupport.
(vi) Unintendedconsequences.

(7) Adopt programs,policies,recommendationsandstrategiesbased
on collecteddatato preventchild deaths.

(8) Review statutesand regulationsrelating to confidentiality and
accessto information relating to childrenfrom agenciesresponsiblefor
the health andsafetyof childrenandproposerecommendedchangesto
appropriateCommonwealthagenciesandtheGeneralAssembly.

(9) Providepublic information andeducationregardingthe incidence
andcausesof child injury anddeathandthereductionof risksto children
to agencies,healthcare professionals,child care professionalsand the
public.

(10) Submit an annualreport to the Governor and the General
Assemblyby Septemberof eachyear relatingto the activities of theState
child deathreview team,a summaryof reportsreceivedfrom local child
deathreviewteamsandrecommendationsrelating to thereductionof risk
of child injury or death.

Section4. Statepublic healthchild deathreviewteam.
(a) Composition.—AStatepublic healthchild deathreviewteamshall be

establishedby thedepartment.Theteamshall consistof:
(1) Thefollowing individualsor their designees:

(i) The Secretaryof Health,who shallserveaschainnan.
(ii) The SecretaryofPublicWelfare.

• (iii) The Director of the Office of Children,Youth and Families
within theDepartmentof PublicWelfare.
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(iv) TheCommissionerof thePennsylvaniaStatePolice.
(v) The AttorneyGeneral.
(vi) ThePennsylvaniaStateFire Commissioner.
(vii) The Directorof the Bureauof EmergencyMedical Servicesof

theDepartmentof Health.
(2) The following individualswho shallbe appointedby the Secretary

of Health:
(i) A physicianwho specializesin pediatricmedicine.
(ii) A physicianwho specializesin family medicine.
(iii) A representativeof local lawenforcement.
(iv) A medicalexaminer.
(v) A district attorney.
(vi) A coroner.

(3) Representativesfromlocal public healthchild deathreviewteams.
(4) Any other individual deemedappropriateby the Secretaryof

Health.
(b) Powers and duties of the State public health child deathreview

team.—TheStatepublic healthchild deathreviewteamshall:
(1) Reviewdatasubmittedby local public healthchild deathreview

teams.
(2) Developprotocolsfor child deathreviews.
(3) Developchild deathpreventionstrategies.
(4) Assistthedepartmentin implementingtheprogram.

(c) Initial meeting.—Theinitial meetingof the Statepublic healthchild
deathreview teamshall be held within 90 daysof the effectivedate of this
section.

(d) Additional meetings.—Thedepartment,in conjunctionwith theteam,
shallarrangefor additionalmeetingsto fulfill thedutiesof theteamandgoals
of theprogram.
Section5. Local public healthchild deathreviewteams.

(a) Establishment.—Eachcounty in this Commonwealthshall establisha
local public health child deathreview team. Two or more countiesmay
establisha local public health child deathreview team to operateon a
regionalbasisto satisfythe requirementsof this section.

(b) Local public health child deathreview team.—Localteamsshall be
comprisedof thefollowing:

(1) The director of the county children and youth agency or a
designee.

(2) Thedistrictattorneyor a designee.
(3) A representativeof local law enforcementappointedby thecounty

commissioners.
(4) A representativeof the court of common pleasappointedby the

presidentjudge.
(5) A physician who specializesin pediatricor family medicine

appointedby thecountycommissioners.
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(6) Thecountycoroneror medicalexaminer.
(7) A representativeof emergencymedicalservicesselectedjointly by

the supervisorsof all emergencymedicalorganizationsin thecounty.
(8) The directorof a localpublic healthagencyor a designee.
(9) Any other persondeemedappropriateby a majorityof the local

public healthchild deathreviewteam.
(c) Chairman.—Themembersof the local public health child death

reviewteamshallelecta chairmanannually.
Section6. Powersanddutiesof localpublic healthchild deathreviewteams.

(a) Review.—Alocal public healthchild deathreviewteamshall review
all deathsof childrenandmayreviewthefollowing information:

(1) Coroner’sreportsorpostmortemexaminationrecords.
(2) Deathcertificatesandbirthcertificates.
(3) Law enforcementrecordsand interviewswith law enforcement

officials as long as the releaseof such recordswill not jeopardizean
ongoingcriminal investigationorproceeding.

(4) Medicalrecordsfromhospitalsandotherhealthcareproviders.
(5) Informationandreportsmadeavailableby the countychildrenand

youth agencyin accordancewith 23 Pa.C.S.Ch. 63 (relating to child
protectiveservices).

(6) Informationmadeavailable by firefightersor emergencyservices
personnel.

(7) Reportsand recordsmade available by the court to the extent
permittedby lawor courtmle.

(8) Reportsto animalcontrol.
(9) EMS records.
(10) Traffic fatality reports.
(11) Any otherrecordsnecessaryto conductthereview.

(b) Datacollection.—Thelocal public healthchild deathreview team
shall utilize the child death review data collection systemto report its
findings in accordancewith protocolsestablishedby the Statepublic health
child deathreviewteam.The nameandhomeaddressof the deceasedchild
shallnotbe reportedto the child deathreviewdatacollectionsystem.

(c) Reports.—Alocal public healthchild deathreviewteamshall submit
annual reportson deathsreviewedto the State public health child death
reviewteam.Thereportshallincludethefollowing:

(1) Identificationof factors which causea risk for injury anddeath,
includingmodifiablerisk factors.

(2) Recommendationsregardingthefollowing:
(i) The improvement of health and safety policies in this

Commonwealth.
(ii) Thecoordinationof servicesandinvestigationsby child welfare

agencies,medicalofficials, law enforcementandotheragencies.
(3) Any otherinformationrequiredby thedepartment.



SESSIONOF2008 Act 2008-87 1077

(d) Recommendations.—Alocal public healthchild deathreview team
shallmakerecommendationsto local agenciesrelatingto theproceduresand
otheractionsto reduceinjury anddeathof children.
Section7. Accessto records.

(a) Juvenilerecords.—Whendeemednecessaryfor its review,a Stateor
local public healthchild deathreviewteammay review and inspectall files
andrecordsof thecourtrelatingto a child pursuantto aproceedingunder42
Pa.C.S.Ch. 63 (relatingto juvenile matters)in accordancewith 42 Pa.C.S.
§ 6307 (relating to inspectionof court files and records).However, this
subsectionshall notapply to files andrecordsof thecourt subjectto a child
fatality or nearfatality reviewpursuantto 23 Pa.C.S.Ch. 63 (relatingto child
protectiveservices).

(b) Medical records.—Notwithstandingany other provisionof law and
consistentwith the Health InsurancePortability andAccountabilityAct of
1996 (Public Law 104-191,110 Stat. 1936),healthcarefacilities andhealth
careprovidersshallprovidemedicalrecordsof a child underreviewwithout
theauthorizationof a personin interestto the Statepublic healthchild death
reviewteamandto a localpublic healthchild deathreviewteamforpurposes
of reviewunderthis act.

(c) Otherrecords.—Otherrecordspertainingto thechild underreviewfor
thepurposesof this actshallbeopento inspectionaspermittedby law.
Section8. Confidentiality.

(a) Maintenance.—Stateandlocal public healthchild deathreviewteams
shall maintain the confidentiality of any identifying information obtained
relating to the deathof a child, including the nameof the child, guardians,
family members,caretakersor allegedor suspectedperpetratorsof abuse,
neglectora criminal act.

(b) Agreement.—Eachmemberof the Stateandlocal public healthchild
deathreview team andany personappearingbefore the team shall sign a
confidentiality agreement applicable to all proceedings and reviews
conductedby theStateor local publichealthchild deathreviewteam.

(c) Liability.—An individual or agency that in good faith provides
information or recordsto a State or local public health child deathreview
teamshallnot be subjectto civil or criminal liability as a resultof providing
theinformationor record.

(d) Discovery.—Theproceedings,deliberationsandrecordsof a Stateor
local public healthchild deathreviewteamare privilegedandconfidential
andshall notbesubjectto discovery,subpoenaor introductioninto evidence
in anycivil or criminal action.

(e) Meetings.—Meetingsof the State or local public healthchild death
reviewteamatwhich a specific child deathis discussedshallbeclosedto the
public andshallnot besubjectto theprovisionsof 65 Pa.C.S.Ch. 7 (relating
to openmeetings).

(f) Attendance.—Nothingin this actshall preventa Stateor local public
health child deathreview teamfrom allowing the attendanceof a person,
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including a parent,with information relevant to a review, at a child death
reviewmeeting.

(g) Penalty.—A personwho violates the provisions of this section
commitsa misdemeanorof the third degree.
Section20. Regulations.

The departmentshallpromulgateregulationsasnecessaryto carry out the
purposesofthis act.
Section21. Effectivedate.

This actshalltakeeffectin 90 days.

APPROVED—The8thdayof October,A.D. 2008.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


