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No. 2008-91

AN ACT
SB 1023

Amending the actof February14, 1986 (P.L.2,No.2), entitled“An actregulatingthe
right to practiceacupuncture;requiring the registrationof acupuncturists;and
providingapenalty,”redesignatingregistrationaslicensure.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The title andsection1 of the actof February14, 1986 (P.L.2,
No.2),knownas theAcupunctureRegistrationAct, are amendedto read:

AN ACT
Regulatingthe right to practice acupuncture;requiring the Iregistrationi

licensureof acupuncturists;andprovidingapenalty.
Section1. Shorttitle.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Acupuncture

[RegistrationiLicensureAct.
Section2. Sections2 and3(a), (b), (e), (f) and (g) of the act, amended

December15, 1986 (P.L.1618,No.183)andMay 16, 2002 (P.L.326,No.49),
areamendedto read:
Section2. Definitions.

The following words andphraseswhen used in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunless the contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Acupuncture.” The stimulationof certainpointson or nearthe surface
of the bodyby the insertionof needlesto preventor alleviatetheperception
of pain or to normalizephysiologicalfunctions, includingpain control, for
thetreatmentof certaindiseasesor dysfunctionsof thebody.

“Acupuncture educational program.” Training and instruction in
acupunctureor supplementalacupuncturetechniquesoffered by a degree-
granting institution authorizedby the Department of Education of the
Commonwealththat leadsto a master’sdegree,master’slevel certificateor
diplomaor first professionaldegree,that meetsthe relevantandappropriate
requirementsof 22 Pa. Code(relatingto education)and24 Pa.C.S.Ch. 65
(relating to privatecolleges,universitiesandseminaries)and that meetsor
exceeds the standardsrequired for acupunctureor oriental medicine
programsestablishedby an accrediting agencyrecognizedby the United
StatesDepartmentof Education.

“Acupuncturist.” An individual [registered] licensed to practice
acupunctureby the State Board of Medicine or the State Board of
OsteopathicMedicine.

“Board.” The State Board of Medicine and the State Board of
OsteopathicMedicine.
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“Commissioner.” The Commissionerof Professionaland Occupational
Affairs in theDepartmentof State.
Section3. Regulationof thepracticeof acupuncture.

(a) [Registration] Licensure required.—Exceptas provided in
subsection(h), an individual, including a physician, shall be [registeredJ
licensed with one of the boardsbefore the individual may practice
acupuncture in this Commonwealth. Individuals shall renew their
[registration] licensuresbienniallywith theappropriateboard.

(b) Regulationsto be promulgated.—Theboardsshall eachpromulgate
regulationsrequiringthe propertraining of individuals,includingphysicians,
before they may be [registered] licensed to practice acupuncturein this
Commonwealth.Propertrainingshallinclude,to the extentdeterminedby the
appropriateboard, educationor demonstratedexperiencein the practiceof
acupuncture.If a boardrequiressuccessfulcompletion of a written, oral or
practicalexaminationin order to qualify for [registration] licensure under
this act, the examinationshall be preparedand administeredby a qualified
and approvedprofessionaltesting organizationin the mannerrequired for
written examinationsby section812.1 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,
No.175), known as The Administrative Code of 1929. The board may
promulgatesuch other regulationsas are deemedproper and necessary
regarding the practice of acupuncture. If an individual is [registered]
licensedto practiceacupuncturewith oneof the boards,the individual shall
be consideredto havemet the requirementsto be [registered] licensedby
theotherboard.

(e) Faculty in acupunctureeducationalprograms.—Nothingin this act
shall prohibit faculty teaching in an acupunctureeducationalprogramor
visiting guest lecturers from performing acupuncture or supplemental
acupuncturetechniques in the course of student instruction or during
professionaldevelopmentseminars, provided that such individuals are
[registered] licensed as acupuncturists in this Commonwealth or
[registered] licensedas acupuncturistsin anotherjurisdictionrecognizedby
this Commonwealthand obtain temporary [registration] licensure in this
Commonwealth.

(1) Supplementaltechniques.—Thepracticeof acupunctureshall also
encompass,as regulatedby the board, the use of traditional and modem
oriental therapeutics,heattherapy,moxibustion,electricalandlow-level laser
stimulation, acupressureand other forms of massage,herbal therapyand
counselingthat shall include the therapeuticuseof foods and supplements
and lifestyle modificationsandanyother techniquesapprovedby the board.
Thesesupplementaltechniquesmay befor usewithin thepublic domainor
for useby anyother licensedor registeredhealthprofessionals,accordingto
State law and regulation. None of the supplementaltechniquesunderthis
subsectionshallbea mandatedcoverageunderaninsurancepolicy.
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(g) Disciplinary andcorrectivemeasures.—Acupuncturists[registered]
licensedwith the StateBoardof Medicineshallbe subjectto all disciplinary
provisionsapplicableto medicaldoctorsas set forth in the act of December
20, 1985 (P.L.457,No.112), known as the Medical PracticeAct of 1985.
Acupuncturists[registered] licensedwith the State Board of Osteopathic
Medicine shall be subject to all disciplinary provisions applicable to
osteopathicmedical doctors as set forth in the act of October 5, 1978
(P.L.1109,No.261),knownastheOsteopathicMedicalPracticeAct.

Section 3. Sections4 and 5 of the act, amendedDecember15, 1986
(P.L.16l8,No.183),are amendedto read:
Section4. Fees.

Each board may charge a reasonablefee, fixed by that board by
regulation, for all [registration] licenses, renewals and examinations
authorizedby this actor theregulationspromulgatedundersection3(b).
Section5. Penalties.

(a) [Registration]Licensure.—Exceptasprovidedfor in section3(e),it
shall be unlawful for an individual to practice acupuncturein this
Commonwealth unless the individual is [registered] licensed as an
acupuncturistby one of the boards. An individual willfully violating the
provisionsof this actshallbeguilty of amisdemeanorof thethird degree.

(b) Injunction.—Theunlawful practiceof acupunctureasdefmedmaybe
enjoined by the courts on petition of one of the boards or by the
commissioner.In anysuchproceeding,it shallnot be necessaryto show that
any person is individually injured by the actionscomplainedof. If the
respondentis found guilty of the unlawfulpracticeof acupuncture,the court
shall enjoin him from so practicingunless he has beenduly [registered]
licensed.Procedurein suchcasesshallbethesameasin anyotherinjunction
suit. The remedyof injunction shall be in additionto criminal prosecution
andpunishment.

Section4. Thisactshalltakeeffectin60 days.

APPROVED—The8thdayof October,A.D. 2008.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


