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Amending Title 23 (DomesticRelations)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
further providingfor willful failure topaysupportorder.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section4354 of Title 23 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedto read:
§ 4354. Willful failure to paysupportorder.

(a) Offensedefmed.—Anindividual who willfully fails to comply with a
supportorder of a court of this Commonwealthwhenthe individual hasthe
fmancial ability to comply with the support order commits [a summary
offense]an offrnse.

(b) Application.—Thissectionapplies to all supportcases,whethercivil
or criminal andwhether the defendantis married,unmarried,separatedor
divorced.

(c) Jurisdiction.—Exclusiveoriginal jurisdiction of a proceedingunder
this sectionis vestedin thecourtsof commonpleasof this Commonwealth.

(d) Grading.—
(1) Except as otherwiseprovidedfor in paragraph (2), an offense

underthis sectionshall constitutea summaryoffense.
(2) An offrnse shall begradeda misdemeanorofthe third degree~f

the individual convictedofthe offenseestablishedresidenceoutsidethis
Commonwealth with the intention of not complyingwith the support
orderandeitherofthefollowingapply:

(i) the offense is a second or subsequentoffense under this
section;or

(ii) the individual owessupportin an amountequalto orgreater
than 12monthsofthemonthlysupportobligation.

(e) Costs and expensesto be borne by individuaL—An individual
convictedof an offenseunder this sectionwho is apprehendedoutsidethis
Commonwealth shall, in additiOn to any other sentence imposed, be
sentencedto paythecostsandexpensesofrendition.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The9thdayof October,A.D. 2008.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


