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No. 2008-116

AN ACT
HB 2289

AmendingTitle 18 (CrimesandOffenses)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
further providingfor desecration,theftor saleof veneratedobjects.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 5509 of Title 18 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedto read:
§ 5509. Desecration,theftor saleofveneratedobjects.

(a) Offensedefined.—Apersoncommits a misdemeanorof the second
degreeif he:

(1) intentionallydesecratesanypublic monumentor structure,orplace
ofworship or burial;

(2) [if he] intentionallydesecratesany otherobjectof venerationby
thepublic ora substantialsegmentthereofin anypublicplace; [or]

(3) sells, [or] attemptsto sellorremoveswith intenttosella veteran’s
marker as describedin section 1913 of the act of August 9, 1955
(P.L.323,No.130),known as The CountyCode. Thisparagraphshall not
applyto thesaleof veterans’markersauthorizedby statute~.];or

(4) intentionally receives,retains or disposesof a veteran‘s marker
or item decoratinga veteran‘s graveknowing that the item has been
stolen, or believing that it hasprobably beenstolen, unless it has been
received,retainedordisposedofwith theintentto return it to the owner.
(a.1) Historic burial lots and burial places.—A personcommits a

misdemeanorof the first degreeif the person intentionally desecratesa
historic burial lot or historicburial place.

(b) Definitions.—As used in this section, the following words and
phrasesshall havethe meaningsgivento themin this subsection:

“Desecrate.” Defacing, damaging,polluting or otherwise physically
mistreating in a way that the actorknows will outragethe sensibilities of
personslikely to observeor discovertheaction.

“Historic burial lot.” An individual burial site within a historic burial
place.

“Historic burial place.” A tract of landwhichhasbeen:
(1) in existenceasaburial groundfor morethan 100 years;or
(2) listed in or eligible for the National Registerof Historic Placesas

determinedby the PennsylvaniaHistoricalandMuseumCommission.
Section2. The amendmentof 18 Pa.C.S.§ 5509 shall apply to offenses

committedonor aftertheeffectivedateof this section.
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Section 3. This actshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The9thdayof October, A.D. 2008.

LAWSOFPENNSYLVANIA

EDWARD G. RENDELL


