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CHAPTER DXLIX.

Ain ACT to enable the owners and possessors of the Moyamensing
meadows, in the county of Philadelphia, to keep the banks, dams,
sluices and flood-gates in repair, and io raise a fund to defray the
expenses thereaf. \

Pagsed 21st February, 1767.~Private act.—Recorded A. vol, V., page 173,
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CHAPTER DLV.

An ACT to prevent the mischiefs arising from the increase of va-
gabonds, and other idle and disorderly persons, within this pro-
vinee. '

WHEREAS the number of rogues, vagabonds, and other idle
and disorderly persons, daily increases in this province, to the great
loss and annoyance of the inhabitants thereof: ¥or remedy where-

Mhateor of of, Be it enacted, That all persons, who shall unlawfully return to
Heemed 35° such city, township or place, from whence they have been legally
I sorder- removed, by order of two Justices of the Peace, without bringing 2
’ certificate from the city, township or place, to which they belong;
and all persons, who, not having wherewith to maintain themselves

and their families, live idly and without employment, and refuse to

work, for the usual and common wages given to other labourers in

the like work in the city, township or place, where they then are;

and all persons going about fvom door to door, or placing them-

selves in streets, hi;;h'yvays, or other roads, to beg, or gather alms Ir
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the eity, township gr place, where they dwell, and all other persons 176%.
wandering abroad and begging ; and all persons who shall come from  tamye’
the neighbouring colonies, or any of them, into any township or
-place within this province, and shall be found loitering or residing
therein, and shall follow no labour trade, occupation or business, and
have no visible means of subsistence, and gan give no reasonable ac-
count of themselves, or their business in such township or place,
shall he deemed, and are hereby declared to be, idle and disorderly
persons, and liable to the penalties hereby imposed ; and that it shall
and may be lawful for any Justice of the Peace of the county, where
such idle and disorderly persons shall be found, to commit such of-
_fenders (being thereof legally convicted hefore him, on his own view,
or by the confession of such offenders, or by the ocath or affirmation
of one ar more credible witness or witnesses) to the work-house of
the said county, if such there be, otherwise to the common gaol of
the county, there to be kept at hard labour, by thekeeper of such
work-house or gaol, for any time not exceeding one month.

IL. Andbe it further enacted, That if any persons shall be found pegaity on
offending in any township or place against this act, it shall and may goatles
be.lawful for any constable of such township or place, and he- is appiehendale
hereby enjoined and required, on notice thereof given him by anx: of theagainst this
inhabitants thereof, to apprehend and convey, or cause to be convey-""""
ed, such person so offending to a Justice of the Peace of the county,
who shall examine and try such offenders, and on such confession or
proof, shall commit them to the work-house or gaol of the county,
there to be kept at hard labour during the term aforesaid: And if
any constable, after such nptice given as aforesaid, shall refuse or
neglect to use his best endeavours to apprehend and convey such of-
fenders before the Justice of the Peace aforesaid, being thereof le~
gally convicted before such Justice of the Peace, every such consta-
ble shall forfeit and pay to the Overseers of the poor of the township
or place where such offence shall be committed, to the use of the
_poor thereof, the sum of ten shillings, to be levied by distress and
sale of the offender’s goods, by warrant from such Justice, and the
overplus, if any, after the charge of prosecution and of such distress
shall be satisfied, shall be returned to such offender.

XIL dnd be it further enacted, That any person or persons Who persons ag-
shall conceive him, her or themselves aggrieved by any act, judg-Enered mey
ment or determination of any Justice or Justices of the Peace out of
Sessions, in and concerning the execution of this act, may appeal to
the next General Quarter Sessions of the city or county, giving rea~
sonable natice thereof, whose order thereupon shall be final. _

XV. 4nd be it further enacted, That upon the presentment of any Presentmen
_ _Grand Jury, at any Court of General Quarter Sessions of the Peacé betng made |
in and for any county of this province, that there is no work-house, Fhduarter

9 Sessions it

and that it will be for the benefit and common good of the same coun- 38 county.

'ty to erect or provide sych house, or that the work-house already pro- efawork:
vided is not sufficient, and requires repairs, or an alteration or en~ mnnnés_of'
largement, then, if the Justices of the Peace in their Sessions, shall fereon, ~
approve of the same, the Commissioners and Assessors of the conn-
ty aforesaid, if they unite in judgment with the said Justices and

Grand Jury, shall have full power and authority to build, exect, add



1767. to, or enlarge, one convenient work-house, and to purchase a lot or

~~ lots for the building such house on;and for defraying the expense,

charge and costs thereof, shall lay, assess and levy, such further and’

other rate or rates, assessment or assessments, on all estates, real and

personal, within their county, as shall or may be sufficient for the

purposes aforesaid, in the same manner, and to be collected in the

same manner, by the same persons, and under the same penalties, as

is or are enjoined and directed in the laying, assessing, levying and

recovering the county rates, by the act of Geeneral Assembly of this
province, entitled 4n agt for raising county rates and levies.

Justices in V. And be it further’enacted, That the said Justices in their Ge

A e neral Quarter Sessions shall, as often as there may be occasion, no-

point a keep-

pointa keer- minate and appoint some capable, discreet and prudent person, to be

Yorchouse, the keeper of such work-house, who shall, at the expense of the coun-
) ty, provide, furnish and supply such sufficient implements, materials
and furniture, for keeping, setting to work, employing and correcting

all idle and disorderly persons, rogues and vagabonds; who shall be
legally committed to the said house, as the said Justices and Com-
missioners shall direct ; which said expense, together with such sum

of money as shall be allowed the said keeper, for his labour and troun-

ble in his said office, by the Justices and Commissioners aforesaid,

shall be paid out of the county stock, and shall be laid, raised, levied,

and recovered, in the same manner, as, by the said recited act, other
county rates and levies are enjoined and directed to be laid, levied

and recovered : and that all materials so found and provided, and
worked up in the said house, shall be-the property of the county,

and shall be sold by such keeper, in such manner as the said Justices

and Commissioners shall direct and appoint; and all the proceeds
thereof, after deducting the sum or sums expended in the support

and victualling such persons so committed, agreeable to the order

and directions of the said Justices and Commissioners, if any, shall

be paid by such keeper unto the County Treasurer, there to remain: .

liable to the draughts of the County Commissioners aforesaid, .for
the payment of the county debts : and that two of the said Justices,
or any such two of them as shall be appointed at the General Quar-
ter Sessions of the Peace, with one or more of the said Commission-~
ers, shall, four times or oftener, if need be, in every year, visit the
said work-house, and examine into the state and management there-
of, and report the same to the next General Quarter Sessions afore-
said, to the intent that if any thing be amiss, or not properly con-
ducted, the same may, by order of the said Sessions, and the Coun-
Commissioners aforesaid, be reformed and amended.
Nowngin VX Provided always nevertheless, That nothing in this act con-
misactto tained shall be deemed, taken or construed, to extend to the appre-

extend to the

commitment hending, trial and commitment of any rogues, vagabonds, or other
of rogues,

Genthe  idle, dissolute and disorderly persons found loitering of residing in
Fipta e the city of Philadelphia, district of Southwark, or townships of Moy-
amensing and Passyunk, and the Northern Libertics, mentioned in
the act, entitled 4n act for the better employment, relicf and support
of the poor, within the city of Philadelphia, the district of South-

wark, the townships of Moyamensing and Passyunk, and the North-
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ern Liberties,® any thing in this act contained to the contrary 1767,
thereof in any wise notwithstanding;. ot At

. *Chap. 534,
Passed 21st February, 1767.—Recorded A. vol. V. page 162, ("'m) 2;&23‘&:3‘5;_"
plied by an.
(m) See the index to titles Vagrant, Work-house, and the different acts re- Ert s
specting the paor. 1803, (chap,

2357.)

it § s
CHAPTER DLVI,

An ACT 1o prevent inconveniences arising' from delays of causcs,
. afier iseue joined.

'WHEREAS many great inconveniences have arisen to the in-
habitants of this province, by means of delaying the trials of causes
between party snd party, after issue joined: For remedy whereof,
Be it enacted, That where any issue is or shall be joined in any ac- Fimigue,
tion or suit at law, in any of the Courts of this province, and the piaintifis ne-

lect to

. e _ : e  glecto
plaintiff or plaintiffs in any such action or suit hath or have neglect- bring the

ed, or shall neglect, to bring such issue on to be tried, according to tried, Judges
the course and practice of the said Courts respectively, it shall and jnigment.
may be lawful for the Judges or Justices of the said Courts respec- **
tively, at any time after such neglect, upon motion made in open
Court, due notice having been given thereof, in open Court, the pre-
ceding term, to give the like judgment fox the defendant or defend-
ants, in every such action or suilt, as in cases of non-suit, unless '
the said Judges shall, upon just cause, and reasonable terms, allow
any further time or times for the trial of such issue; and if the -
plaintiff or plaintiffs shall neglect to try such issue within the time or .
times so allowed, then, and in every such case, the said Judges or
Justices shall proceed to give such judgment as aforesaid. .
XX. Provided always, and be it enacted, That all judgments, given
by virtue of this act, shall be of the like force and effect as judg-
ments upon non-suit, and of no other force or effect. R
IIX. Provided also, Fhat the defendant or defendants shall, upon Defendants :
such judgment, be awarded his, her or their costs, in any action or ™™
suit, where he, she or they, would, upon non-suit, be entitled to -
the same, and in no other action or suit whatsogver. .

Passed 21st February, 1767 —Recorded A, vol, V. pa. 157, (")

("n_) For a general reference to all
the acts respecting the Judiciary De-

partment, sce ante. chap. 255; and res--

Rggting the penal laws, see ante. chap.
sedVe

. The proviso rule cannot be granted
ina suit brought by the commonweslth
but the court will in such case grant a
petemptory rule for trial at the next
term; and under that direct the jury
‘:Soupfx):mqunéxﬁed. .I\’clzspubl.-‘ca v. Coates.
: e Court, Ju \ .

Dallag, 1050 July term 1790. 2
,Arrule to trya cause at the next
TRII, Or 2on pros, s not like o rule to

plead or declare; for a trial is a thing

that must be in the face of the country.
A non pros of that kind ought, therefore,
to be moved for in court, when the

‘plaintiff may assign reasons for the de:

lay of trial. 1 Dallas, 347.

A, rule for trial, or non pros, was oh-
tained at the last term; it was contin-
ued till this term, a pleu added, :1_nd
particular facts referred, upon whiclt
there was a report a few days before
the day appointed for trial of the cause,
By the Court :—The subsequent plex and
refsrence virtually vacate the previous
sule for trial, or non pgas. ‘The cduse

3

3

3

3

3




