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act of March 21st, 1772, (chap. 658.)
Aud between the counties of Cumber-
land, Bedford and Northumberland by
act of September 30th, 1779, (chap.
837.) But the lines ascertained by this

- last  act, relate, now only to the coun-

ties of Mfifflin, Huntingdon and Centre.
By the Judiciary act, passed Febru.
avy-24th, 1806, (chap.- 2634.) Mifiin,
Centre, Huntingdon and Bedford coun-
tes, form the fourth judicial district,
The Courts in Bedford are held on the

- first Mondays in January, April, Au-

gust and November, The term con-
tinues one week.

The county of Bedford is attached to
the southern district of the Supreme
Court by the act of March 11th, 1809.

By the last enumeration, the county
of Bedford contained two thousand
eight hundred and fifty one taxables;
and with the counties of Somerset and
Cambria, five thousand two hundred
and six taxables; and by the act ap-
portioning the representation in pursu-
ance thereof, March 21st, 1808, (chap.
2931,) sends two members to the
house of representatives, and with the
counties of Somerset and Cambria, one
member to the Senate.

By the act of September 1785, (chap.
1164,) The county of Bedford was di-
vided into five election districts, This
number was of course diminished by
the erection of the county of Hunting-
don, And by act of September 20th,
1789, (chap. 1445,) the township of'
Londonderyy is erected into a separate
district, and called the fourth district;
and the townships of 4ir and Dublin, in-
to a separate district, and calied the
5th district,

By act of April'3d, 1792, (chap. 1610,)
the fourth district is divided into two
districts,

The place of holding the clectionin
the second district, altered April 10th,

1792, (chap. 630,) and in the 5th dis-
trict, January 24th, 1793, (chap. 640.)

The seventh and eighth districts erect~
ed April 11th, 1793, (chap. 1675.)

The ninth district erected February
51h, 1794, (chap. 1702.)

The tenth district erected, March
13th, 1795, (chap. 1797.)

By act of March 21st, 1797, part of
Belfast township is annexed to the fifth
district, and the place of holding the
elections in said district, fixed, (chap.
1922))

The place of holding the eleciionr in
Londonderry township changed Feb’y
23d, 1801, (chap. 2184,) and in the 4th
district, Feb’y 13th, 1802, (chap. 2227.)

By reason of the division of Bedford
county, and several districts falling into
Somerset a new district, erected April
2d, 1802, (chap. 2266,) is called the
eighth district.

The place of holding elections in Cum-
berland Valley township, changed Aprit
3d, 1804, (chap. 2507, sect. 2.)

Greenfield township erected into a
separate district, April 4th, 1805, (chap.
2599, sect. 11.)

Southampton township erected into a
separate district, March 31st, 1806,
(chap. 2715, sect. 10.)

Providence township, Dublin town-
ship, and Bethel township, erected into
three separate distriets, April 11th, 1807,
(chap. 2356, sect. 8, 9, 10.)

»* Belfast township made aseparate dis-

trict, and part of Dublin re-annexed to
MeConnel's town distriet, and St. Clair
township made a separate district,
March 28th, 1808, (chap., 2972, sect. 1,
4, 14.)

" The place of holding the elections in
Hopewell township changed, April 4th,
1809.

For other matters relating to Bedford
county, see title, Bedford County, in the
General Index.
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DCXXXY.

An ACT for the relicf of the poore

‘WHEREAS the laws hitherto made for the relief of the poor
have not answered all the good purposes that were expected from
them: Be it therefore enacted, 'I'hat the Mayor or Recorder of
the city of Philadelphia, with the Aldermen of said city, or any
two of them, and the Justices of the Peace of the respective coun-
ties of this province, or any three of them, shall, on the twenty-
fifth day of March, yearly and every year, unless the same shall

happen on a Sunday, and in such

case on the day following, mect

Machand gt some convenient place within the said city, and in the several
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counties respectively, and there nominate and appoint twelve sub- 1771
stantial inhabitants of the said city, four of the Northern Liberties, ‘v’
four of the district of Southwark, and two of every borough and Fhgee
other township within their respective jurisdictions, to be Overseers ¥ '
of the poor of the said city, district, boroughs and townships ; for overscers .
which purpose the Overseers going out of office shall, on the day §gc.ta
aforesaid, return to the said Magistrates and Justices the names of Jawa e,
twelve substantial inhabitants, or more, for the city, four or more

for the said district, four or more for the said Liberties, and two or

more for each borough and other township, out of which number
successors in the said office shall be appointed by the said Magis-

trates and Justices for the ensuing year. And if any Overseer shall penaity on
refuse or neglect to make such return as aforesaid, he shall forfeit fehialor
and pay any sum not exceeding ten pounds. Frovided always, That .
the Overséer or Overseers making such return shall give notice notice tobe
thereof in writing, at least six days before the twenty-fifth day of Siveons o
March, to the person or persons, whose name or names are so to 5, e
be returned, or leave the same at his or their dwelling-house or place

of gbode. And if any Overseer shall die, fail to make a proper

return, remove, or become insolvent, before the expiration of his

office, two of the said Aldermen or Justices respectively, on due

procg being thereof made before them, may appoint another in his

stead.

. And be it further enacted, That every Overseer so nominated Overseers
and appointed shall, before he cnters upon the execution of his of- outh or. .
fice, take an oath or affirmation respectively, according to law, which *#™2"
any Alderman in the said city, or any Justice in the county respec-
tively, is hereby authorized and empowered to administer; Thar
he will discharge the office of Ouerseer of the poor truly, faithfutly
and impartially, to the best of his knowledge and ability. '

IIL. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful Justices,
for any two Justices of the Peace for the county, and the Mayor e uon
or Recorder and any two  Aldermen of the city of Philadelphia, madeby
upon complaint made to them by the Managers elected by the Con- gev of the
tributors to the relief and employment of the poor in the city of Taon.

d N ik Employ-
Philadelphia, or by a majority of them, that a sum of money is ment thae

wanting, or likely so to be, to support and employ the poor in the i‘?{i‘?‘ﬁ%ﬁ

House of Employment in the said city, to issue their warrant, under yazant to

their hands and seals, directed to the Overseers of the Poor of the secrs.for

said city, district of Southwark, and townships of Moyamensing, oo

Passyunk, and the Northern Liberties, requiring them forthwith to ™5

levy, collect and raise, such and the same rate, by a joint assess-

ment on all estates real and personal, and taxables, in the manner,

and under the same penalties, within the said city, district and town-

ships, herein after directed for levying, collecting and raising such

rates in the several boroughs and other townships in this province,

as to the said Justices, and Mayor or Recorder and Aldermen, shall .

appear necessary for the purposes aforesaid.  And if any of the said Penaltyon
verscers shall neglect or refuse to levy, collect and raise the said fisor

1ate, so ordered by the said Justices, Mayor or Recorder and Alder- "

Taen, and to pay the same, after the charges arising from the receps

tion and. removal of their respective poor, and of collecting the said




1771,
Yyt

©verseers
of the poor
of the se-
weral bo-
rougbsand
zownships,
with the
approbation
oftwo
Justices, to
Jay a rate.
0F as5e38~
ment, fc.

The same
may be re-
peated as
often as
snecessary
in oneyéary
e,

Overseers
of bo-
roughs, &e.
0 contract
fora house
or lodging,
for main.
taining and
employing
the poor,

s

Qverseers
to be guid-
ed by the
county
assessment,
in laying
their rates,
pisd

.

334

e ——

rate, are deducted, to the Treasurer of the Corporation of Con-
tributors to the relief and employment of the poor in the cityof
Philadelphia, within two months after the receipt of such order or
warrant, every such Overseer, being thereof legally convicted, shall
forfeit to the said Corporation the sum of fifty pounds.

IV. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful
to and for the Overseers of the poor of the several boroughs and
townships within this province (the townships of Moyamensing,
Passyunk and the Northern Liberties aforesaid only excepted) hav-
ing first obtained the approbation of any two Justices of the Peace
in the same county, to make and lay a rate or assessment, not ex-
ceeding three pence in the pound at one time, upon the clear yearly
value of all the real and personal estates within the said boroughs
and townships respectively, and six shillings per head on every free-
man, not otherwise rated for his estate, in every three penny tax,
and so in proportion for any lesser rate or assessment; which said
assessments may be repeated, by the authority aforesaid, as often
in one year as shall be found necessary for the support of the poor,
to be employed in providing proper houses and places, and a con-
venient stock of hemp, flax, thread, and other ware and stuff, for
setting to work such poor persons as apply for relief, and are capa-
ble of working, and also for relieving such poor, old, blind, impo-
tent and lame persons and other persons not able to work, within
said boroughs and townships respectively, who shall therewith be
maintained and provided for.

V. dnd be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful
to and for the OQverseers of the poor of the said boroughs and town-
ships to contract with any person or persons for a house or lodging,
for keeping, maintaining and employing, any or all such poor in
said boroughs and townships respectively, as shall be adjudged pro-
per objects of relief, and there to kecp, maintain and cmploy all
such poor persons, and take the benefit of their work, labour and
service, for and towards their maintenance and support; and if any
poor person shall refuse to be lodged, kept, maintained and em-
ployed in such house or houses, he or she shall be put out of the
book, and shall not be entitled to receive relief from the Qverseers
during such refusal.

VL. And be it further cnacted, That the Overseers of the said

_boroughs and townships, in laying the said rates, shall be guided

by the county assessment on other occasions, having due regard to
every man’s estate within the borough or township so to be rated and
assessed ; and shall enter such rates fairly in a book of which a fair
duplicate, signed by them, shall be delivered to the Justices, who
shall allow the same, if they find it just and reasonable, without fee
or reward, and shall permit any inhabitant to inspect the rates, at
all seasonable times, without any fee or reward, and shall give
copies, on demand, being paid at the rate of six pence for every
twenty-four names; and if any Overseer shall not permit any in-
habitant to inspect, or shall refuse to give copics as aforesaid, he
shall forfeit twenty shillings to the party grieved, to be recovered
as debts under forty shillings are directed by law to be recovered-
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VIL. And le it further enacied, That if any person or persons 1771
so rated or assessed in the said city or district, or any borough or ‘-t
township, shall refuse to pay the sum or sums on them charged, it erionsre-
shall and may be lawful to and for the said Overseer or Overseers pay the

f . sums rated,
(having first obtained a warrant, under the hand and seal of any the same t
Magistrate of the said city, or any Justice of the Peace of the be i
county respectively, where the said assessment is made, who is 8% 2
hereby empowered to grant such warrant) to levy the same on the &
goods and chattels of the person or persons so refusing; and in case
such person shall not, within three days next after such distress
made, pay the sum or sums on him assessed, together with the
charge of such distress, that the said Overseer or Overseers may
proceed to the sale of the goods distrained, rendering to the owner
the overplus, if any, that shall remain on such sale, reasonable
charges being first deducted. And in case such person or persons .,
have no goods and chattels, whereby they may be distrained, it shall there areno
be lawful for the said Justices, Magistrate or Justice respectively, Sutes.
to commit the offenders to prison, there to remain without bail or fhereness
main-prize, until they have paid the same. Provided always, That Tt ©
if any person or persons shall find him, her or themselves, ag- . (0o
grieved with such rate or assessment, it shall be lawful for the Ma- grieved,
gistrates or Justices of the Peace, at their next General Quarter the Qe
Sessions for the city or county respectively, upon petition of the fodeer
party, to take such order therein, as to them shall be thought con- Jine there-
venient, and the same to conclude and bind all parties; and the
Overseers shall forbear to proceed in such sale, till the same be de-
termined in the Quarter Sessions, N

VIIL. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be law-
ful for the Managers of the House of Employment in the city of of thgess
Philadelphia, or a majority of them, and the Overseers of the poor iﬁ;ﬁﬁyﬁf

of the boroughs and townships aforesaid, by the approbation and Bert; -

consent of two or more Magistrates of the said city, or two Justices joor chil-
of the Peace of the county, to put out as apprentices all such poor lggnt?cse?f'
children, whose parents are dead, or shall be by the said Magis- Secante.
trates, or Justices and Managers, found unable to maintain them ; ;2?563.1 &
males to the age of twenty-one, and females to the age of eighteen
years.

IX. And be it further enacted, That no person or persons shall
be admitted or entered, in the poor book of the said House of Em- g g enter-
ployment, or of any of the said boroughs or townships, or receive s vons,
relief, before such person or persons shall have procured an order Without an

rder fro
from two Magistrates, or Justices of the Peace, for the same:g;‘g‘fe’;f" ‘g
And in case the said Managers or Overseers shall enter in their
books, or relieve any such poor person or persons, without such or-
der, they shall forfeit all such money or goods, so paid or dijstri-
buted, unless such entry and relief shall be approved of by two
Magistrates or Justices as aforesaid.

X. 4nd be it Jurther enacted, That the Overseers of the city of overseerr
Philadelphia, the district of Southwark, and the townships of the % oy
Northern Liberties, Moyamensing and Passyunk, shall, on’ the phiz &

render @

twenty-fifth day of March in every year, or within six weeks after, justac,
count, i

repder to the Justices of the county of Philadelphia, and to the writing. tc
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1771, Magistrates of the said city respectively, or to-any three of them,
%~ the Mayor or Recorder being one, a just account in writing fairly
the Magi-  entered in a book to be kept for that purpose, and signed by them,
= of all sums by them received, or rated and not received, and of all
money paid by such Overseers, and of all other things concerning
their office; which accounts, when settled, shall be signed by the
said Justices or Magistrates, who shall have full power to allow such
Pemltyor PRI thereof only, as to them shall seem just and reasonable. And
Overseent  1f any such Overseer or Overseers shall refuse or neglect to make
yid their and yield up such accounts within such time, or if any Overseer or
anapayan  ‘Overseers, whose office that year expires, shall refuse or neglect to
montes “r - pay all the monies raised by assessments, which shall remain in their
their hands, hands, after deducting the charges of receiving and removing pau-
t pers as aforesaid; and also all other monies, which shall remain in
their hands, by fines, forfeitures or donations, to the Treasurer of
the said Corporation of Contributors, and deliver up the said books,
and every thing in his or their hands concerning the said office, to
his or their successor or successors, or shall reiuse or neglect to col-
lect and pay to the Treasurer all such sums of money, as are un~
collected on the rate or assessment at the expiration of his or their
office, which they are hereby enabled to collect by warrant under
the hand and seal of any one Magistrate within the said city, or Jus-
tice within the said county, respectively, within six weeks after his
‘or their going out of office, it shall and may be lawful to and for
the said Justices and Magistrates respectively, or any three of them,
to commit such Qverseer or Qverseers to the common gaol, there
to remain, without bail or main-prize, till such Qverscer or Over-
seers shpll give such account, and pay and yield up such money,
. books and other things, as they ought in manner aforesaid.
Treatorders . e And be it further enacted, What the freeholders of every
of erury bo- borough and township in this province (except the townships of the
towoship o Northern Liberties, Moyamensing and Passyunk) shall meet toge-
i Mard ther on the third Saturday in March yearly and every year, and
Saurday I choose, by tickets in writing, three capable and discreet freeholders,
Shoose . to settle and adjust the accounts of the Overseers of the poor of the
somstset- yespective boroughs and townships for the preceding year, and the:

%52&5 ace- person who shall have served the office of Overseer shall, on the
counts of . I . s
theover-  said day, or within fifteen days after, deliver and render to the said
seer % freeholders a just account in writing, entered in a book to be kept
for that purpose, and signed by him, of all sums by him received,
and also of all materials that have come to his hands during his of-
fice, or that shall be in his hands, or in the hands of any of the
poor, to be wrought, and of the produce of the labour of the poor
under his care, and of all money paid by such Overseers, and of all
other things concerning his office; which accounts, when settled,
shall be signed by the said frecholders, or any two of them, who
shall have full power to allow such parts thereof only, as to them
Overscers  ghall appear just and reasonable. And the said Overseers shall make
fair enwries fair entries in a book, of the names of all the poor within their re-
pames of  spective boroughs and townships, with the time when each of them
;olotr.%zc. became chargeable, and of all certificates delivered to them, and

by whom, with the times when the same were delivered; for which
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trouble the said frecholders, or any two of them, shall, on settling 1771,
their accounts, make such allowances as they shall judge reasona- ‘=~—’
ble. And if any of the said Overseers shall refuse or neglect to Penalty on
make and yield up such books and accounts, within the time as kgt
~aforesaid, or if any such whose office shall expire shall refuse or ¥pon

the books
neglect to pay over the money, and deliver up the books aforesaid, 2 2

? o

and every other thing in his hands, concerning his said office, to N
his successors, or shall refuse or neglect to collect and pay to such
successors all such sums of money as are uncollected on the rate ar
assessment at the expiration of his office (which he is hereby ems«
powered to collect by warrant, to be issued under the hand and

seal of any one Justice of the Peace in and for his respective coun-

ty) within thirty days after his going out of office, it shall and may

be lawful to and for any Justice of the Peace of the said county to
commit such Overseer to the common gaol, there to remain, with~

out bail or main-prize, till such Overseer shall give such accounts,

and pay and deliver up such money, books and other things, as he
ought in manner aforesaid.

XII. Provided always nevertheless, 'That if any.person shall think pyonsag.
Thimself aggrieved by the settlement of his account by the said free grievele,
holders, he may, (having first paid over to his successors the ba- &
lance found in his hands, if any such there be) appeal to the next
County Court of Quarter Sessions, who shall, on the petition of
the party, take such order therein, and give such relief, as to them
shall appear just and reasonable, and the same shall conclude all
parties.

XIXII. And be it further enacted, That the Overseers of the Oyersests

. 2t . of bo«
poor of the boroughs and townships within the several counties of roughs, 84
this province (except as before is excepted) shall, at least five days S5 efve

days notice

before the third Saturday in March, yearly and every year, during $h02 B

'the continuance of this act, give public notice in writing, by affixing inbbitancs
the same in four or more of the most public places in their respec- foelect

tive horoughs and townships, of the place where the inhabitants &¢.
and freeholders of the several boroughs and townships shall meet,

to elect the frecholders aforesaid for each and every of the said bo-

roughs and townships, according to the directions of this act; which

place, so appointed for the said election, shall be as near the cen-

tre of the respective boroughs and townships, as conveniently

may be,

XIV. And be it further enacted, That if any person, appointed Fenltyoa
as Overseer of the poor of the city of Philadelphia, shall refuse or refusing t&
neglect to take upon him the said office, he shall forfeit twenty servey S
pounds to the Overseers of the poor of the said city, for the use
of the poor thereof. And if any person, appointed as Overseer of
the poor of any borough, township or place, shall refuse or neglect
to take upon him the said office, he shall forfeit five pounds to the.
Overseers of the poor of the said borough, township or place, .for
the use of the poor thereof; and the said forfeitures shall be levied

¥ warrant from any two Justices of the county, or any two Magis-
trates of. the city of Philadelphia, respectively, under their hands .
and seals, on the goods and chattels of such person or persons so
acglecting or refusing, and sold within three days next after sucl

FOL. I 27

Ga
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§
{71, distress made; and if there happen overplus upon sale theteof, the
—— same shall be paid to the owner or owners, reasonable charges
Incaseot  heing first deducted; and if such person or persons so neglecting
the removal _ - .

ordesth of or refusing as aforesaid, shall not have goods and chattels, vghereby
Meecoul he or they may be distrained as aforesaid, that then the said Jus-
bokad®  tices may commit the offender or offenders to prison, there to re-
tobedeli- oty without bail or main-prize, till the said forfeitures shall be
gther over- fully satisfied and paid. And if any Overseer shall remove, he
" shall, before his removal, deliver over to some other Overseer of
the city, borough, township or place, from which he removes, his
accounts as aforesaid, with all assessments, books, papers, money
' and other things concerning his office; and upon the death of any
Overseer, his executors or administrators shall, within forty days
after his decease, deliver over all things concerning his oifice to
some other Overseer as aforesaid, and shall pay out of the assets all
money remaining due, which he received by virtue of his office, be-

fore any of his other debts are paid.
it XV. Adnd be it further enacted, 'That all gifts, grants, devises
grams,de-  and bequests, hereafter to be made, of any houses, lands, tene-

Tor excesd- Ments, rents, goods, chattels, sum or sums of money, not exceed-
e o Ing in the whole, including all gifts, grants, devises and bequests,
pf4 w010 heretofore made, the yearly value of five hundred pounds, to the
ialaw.  poor of any borough or township within this province (except the
townships as before excepted) or to any other person or persons for
their use, by deed, or by the last will and testament of any person
. or persons, or otherwise howsoever, shall be good and available in
law, and shall pass such houses, lands, tencments, rents, goods and
- chattels, to the Overseers of the poor of such borough or township,

for the use of their poor respectively.
Oversers XV And be it further enacted, That the said Overseers of the
ghthepoor poor for the city, boroughs, district and townships aforesaid, for
and thedif: the time being respectively, shall for cver hereafter, in name and in
roughy, &, fact, be, and they are hercby declared to be, bodies politic and cor~

ol T porate in law, to all intents and purposcs, and shall have perpetual
succession, and by the name of Qverscers of the poor of the said
city, boroughs, district and townships, may sue and be sued, and
plead and be impleaded, in all courts of judicature within this pro-
vince; and by that name ‘shall and may purchase, take or receive
any lands, tenements or hereditaments, goods, chattels, sum or
sums of money, not exceeding in the whole, including all gifts,
grants, deviscs, and bequests, heretofore made, the aforesaid yearly
value of five hundred pounds, to and for the use and benefit of the
poor of the said city, or each of the said boroughs, district or town-
ships respectively, of the gift, alicnation or devise of any person or
persons whomsoever, to hold to them, the said Overscers, and their
successors in the said trust, for the use of the said poor for ever.

whatists VAL dnd be it further enacied, That if any person, who shall.

bedeemed  COme to inhabit in the said city of Philadelphia, or in any borough,

ﬂg‘fﬁfé&. township or place, in this province, shall for himself, and on his
Totiate.® OWN account, execute any public office, being legally placed therein,
in the said city, borough, township or place, during one whole year;

or if any person shall be charged with and pay his or her share to-

'
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wards the public taxes or Icevies for the poor of the suid city, borough, 1771.
township or place, for two years successively ; or it any person shall Se=r~t
really and dona fide take a lease of any lands or tencments in the
said city, or in a borough, township or place, of the yearly value
of ten pounds, and shall dwell in or upon the same for one whole
year, and pay the said rent, or shall become scized of any frechold
estate in any lands or tenements in the said city or in any borough,
township or place, in this province and shall dwell in or upon the
same for one whole year; or if any unmarried person, not having
children or child, shall be lawfully bound or hired as a servant in
the said city or any of the boroughs, townships or places as afore-
said, and shall continue and abide in such service during one whole
year; or if any person shall be duly bound an apprentice by inden-
ture, and shall inhabit in the said city, or in any borough, township
or place, with his or her master or mistress, for one whole year;
such persons, in any of these cases, shall be adjudged and deemed
to gain a legal setflement in the said city, borough, township or place
respectively, where such person shall so gxecute an office, be charged
with and pay taxes, take such lease, or own any such freehold es-
tate, and dwell thereon, as aforesaid, or being hired or bound, shall
continue and inhabit in a place for one whole year, as aforesaid.

XVIIL. And be it further cnacted, That every indented servant, Mannecof

. . “ . > . indented
legally and directly imported from Europe into this province, shall serv.ns
obtain a legal settiement in the city, borough, township or place, in frsae.
which such servant shall first serve with his or her master or mis- % 8-
tress the space of sixty days, and if afterwards such servant shall
duly serve in any other place for the space of twelve months, such
servant shall obtain a legal settlement in the city, borough, township
or place, where such service was last performed, either with his or
her first master or mistress, or on an assignment; and all mariners
coming into this province, and cvery other healthy person, directly
coming from Furope into this province, shall be legally settled in |
the city, borough, township or place, in which he or she shall first
settle and reside for the space of twelve months.

XIX. dnd be it further enacted, That every married woman shall Legalset
he deemed, during coverture, and after her husband’s death, to be of married
legally settled in the place where he was last legally settled; but if Dow deter. «
he shall have no known legal settlement, then she shall be deemed, mined,
whether he is living or dead, to be legally setiled in the place where
she was last legally settled before her marriage.

XX. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons, rersons
after the publication of this act, shall come out of the city of Phi- Jrefis.
ladelph:la, or any borough, township or place, into another borough, Syl
township or pluce, within this province, or shall come out of any bo- il
rough, township or place, in this province, into the city of Philadel~ wowastip,
phia, there to*inhabit and reside, and shall at the same time pro- orfrom any
cure, bring and deliver unto the Overscers of the poor of the city, ll‘.’cm o the -
borough, township or place, where he or she shall come to inhabit, i 3
a ccruﬁc;}te, under the hands and seals of the Overseers of the poor certificae,
of the city, borough, township, or place, from whence he, she or providd
they removed, to be attested by two or more credible witnesses, o
thereby acknowledg'ing the person or persons mentioned in the said:
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1771, certificate to be an inhabitant or inhabitants, legally settled in that
%= city, borough, township or place, every such certificate, having been
allowed of and subscribed by one or more Justices of the Peace of
the city, or of the county wh(j.re such borough, towvn§hip or place,
doth lie, shall oblige the said city, borough, towns}up or place, to
provide for the persons mentioned in the said certificate, together
with his or her family, as inhabitants of that place, whenever he,
she or they shall happen to become chargeable to, or be obliged to
ask relicf of the city, borough, township or place, to which such
certificate was given, and into which he, she or they were received
by virtue of the said certificate, and then, and not before, it shall
and may be lawful for any such person, and his or her children,
though born in the city, borough, township or place, and his and
her servants or apprentices, not having otherwise acquired alegal
settlement there, to he removed, conveyed and settled in the city,
borough, township or place, from whence such certificate was
brought, and the witnesses who attest the execution of the certifi-
cate by the Overseers, or one of the said witnesses, shall make oath
or affirmation, according to law, before the Justices who are to al~
low the same, that such witness or witnesses did see the Overseers
ot the poor, whose names and seals are thereunto subscribed and
set, severally sign and seal the said certificate, and that the names of
such witnesses attesting the said certificate are of their own proper
hand writing ; which said Justices shall also certify that such oath or
", affirmation was made before them ; and every such certificate so al-
lowed, and oath or affirmation of the execution thereof so certified,
by the said Justices, shall be taken and received as evidence, with-
out other proof thereof. And no person so coming by certificate
into the said city, or any borough, township or place, nor an ap-
prentice or servant to such person, shall be deemed or adjudged,
by any act whatsoever, to have gained alegal settlement therein, un-
less such person shall, after the date of such certificate, execute some
public annual office, being legally placed therein in the said city, bo-
rough, township or place,.
woperon  XZXLo And e it further enacted, 'That no person whatsoever,
Srag. who shall come into any city, borough, township or place, without
& with. - such certificate as aforesaid (mariners and ather healthy persons
careshall  coming from Ewurope as aforesaid excepted) shall gain a legal set-

guinaJegal

demene  Llerpent therein, unless su i itv, if required
spetloment 1 , ch person shall give security, if req ,

cepty S at his or her coming into. the same, for indemnifying and discharg-
img the said city, borough, township or place, to be allowed by any
one Magistrate or Justice of the Peace respectively.

. XX, And be it further enacted, That upon complaint being

fompate, made by the Overseers of the pqor of the said city to any one or
ey, more of the Magistrates of the said city, or by the Overseers of the
sithePoor  poor of any borough, township or place, to one or miore of the Jus-
Tikely to be, tices of the I’eage of the county, wherein such borough, township or
chargeable, Place is situate, it shall and may be lawful to and for any two Ma-
gﬂi{g‘,;*gm gistrates of the said city, or any two Justices of the said county re«
theirwar-  spectively, where any person or persons is or are likely to become
derforre  chargeable to the said city, borough, township or place, in which

" he, she or they shall come to inhabit, by their warrant or order, di-
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rected to the said Overseers, to remove and convey such personor 1771..

persons to the city,borough, township, province or place, where he, twmpmt -

she or they was or were last legally settled, unless such person or

persons shall give sufficient security to discharge and indemnify the

said city, borough, township or place, to which he, she or they is or

are likely to become chargeable as aforesaid. :
XXI1L. Provided always, That if any person or persons shall personsag-

think him, her or themselves, aggrieved by any order of removal g{,;f:;{‘mmf

made by any of the said Justices or Magistrates, such person or per- the Justices

at the Quars -

sons may appeal to the Justices of the Peace, at their next General ter Ses- | »

Quarter Sessions of the Peace for the county, from whence such aretode-
poor persons shall be removed, and not elsewhere, which said court &
shall determine the same; and if there be any defects of form in

such order, the Justices in the said Sessions shall cause the same

to be rectified and amended, without any costs to the party; and,

after such amendment, shall proceed to hear the truth and merits of

the cause ; but no such order of removal shall be proceeded upon,
unless reasonable notice be given by the Overseers of the city, bo-
rough, township or place, appealing, unto the Overseers of the city,
horough, township or place, from Wwhich the removal shall be, the
reasonableness of which notice shall be determined by the Justices,

at the Quarter Sessions to which the appeal is made ; and if it shall
appear to them, that reasonable time of notice was not given, then

they shall adjourn the appeal to the next Quarter Sessions, and

there determine the same, .

XXIV, dndbe it further enacted, That for the more effectual methodot
prevention of vexatious removals and frivolous appeals, the Justices provecding,
in Sessions, upon any appeal concerning the settlement of any poor Yextions
person, or upon any proof before them there to be made, of notice gnd frivo.
of any such appeal to have heen given by the proper officer to the peals, &.-
Overseers of the said city, or of any borough, township or place
(though they did not afterwards prosecute such appeal) shall at the
same Sessions order to the party, in whose behalf such appeal shall
be determined, or to whom such notice did appear to have been
given, such costs and charges, as by the said Justices, in their dis-
cretion, shall be thought most reasonable and just, to be paid by the
Overseers, or any otherperson, against whom such appeal shall be
determined, or by the person that did give such notice ; and if the
person ordered to pay such costs and charges shall live out of the
Jurisdiction of said Court, any Justice where such person shall in-
habit shall, on request to him made, and a true copy of the order
for the payment of such costs and charges, certified under the hand
of the Clerk of the Court, by his warrant, cause the same ta be le~
vied by distress; and if no such distress can be had, shall commit
suc_h persons to the common gaol, there to remain, without bail or
mam-prize, until he pays the said costs and charges. .And if the
sald Justices on such appeal shall determine in favour of the appel-
lant, that such poor person was unduly removed, they shall at the
same Quarter Sessions order and award to such appellant so much
money, as shall appear to the said Justices to have been reasonably
})axd by the city, borough, township or place, on whose behalf sach
Appeal was made, towards the relief of such poor person, between
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the timic of such undue removal and the determination of such ap-
peal, with the costs aforesaid, the said money so awarded, and the
costs to be recovered in the same manner as costs and charges
awarded against an appellant are to be recovered by virtue of this
act as aforesaid.

XXV. dnd be it further enacted, That if any house-keeper or in-
habitant of this province shall, after the publication of this act, take
into, receive or entertain in his or her house or houses, any person
or persons whatsoever (all mariners coming into this province, and
every other healthy person coming from Iurope immediately into
the said province, only excepted) not being persons who have gain-
ed a legal settlement in some city, borough, township or place, with-
in this province, and shall not give notice in writing, which they
are hereby required to do, within three days next after the taking
into or entertaining any person or persons in his or her house, with-
in the city of Philadelphia, to the Overseers of the poor of the said
city, and within ten days next after taking into or entertaining any
person or persons in his or her house, in any borough, township or
place, within this province, to the Overseers of the poor of the bo-
rough, township or place, where such person dwells, such inhabitant
or house-keeper, being thereof legally convicted, by testimony of
one credible witness, on oath or affirmation, before any one Magis-
trate of the said city of Philadelphia, or before any one Justice of
the Peace of the county where such person dwells, shall forfeit and
pay the sum of twenty shillings for every offence, the one moiety
for the use of the poor of the said city, borough, township or place
respectively, and the other moiety to the informer, to be levied on
the goods and chattels of the delinquents, in the manner herein af-
ter directed ; and for want of sufficient distress, the offender to be
committed to the work-house of the said city or county, there to ye-
main, without bail or mainprize, for the space of ten days : And
moreover, in case the person or persons so entertained or conceal-
ed shall become poor, and unable to maintain him or herself, and
cannot be removed to the place of his or her last legal setticment in
any other province, if any such he or she hath, or shall happen to die,
and not have wherewithal to defray the charges of his or her fune-
ral, then, and in such case, the house-keeper or person convicted
of entertaining or concealing such poor person, against the tenor of
this act, shall be obliged to provide for, and maintain such poor and.
indigent person or persons, and, in case of such poor person’s death,
shall pay the Overseers of the poor so much money, as shall be
expended on the burying of such poor and indigent person or per-
sons ; and upon refusal so to do, it shall be lawful for the Overseers
of the poor of the said city, borough, township or place respective-
Iy, and they are hereby required to assess a sum of money on the
person or persons so convicted, from time to time, by a weekly as-
sessment, for maintaining suchpoor and indigent person or persons,
or assess a sum of money for defraying the charges of such poor per-
son’s funeral, as the case may be : And in case the party convicted shall
refuse to pay the sum of money so assessed or charged tothe Over-
seers of the poor, for the uses aforesaid, the same shall be levied
on the goods and chattels of the offender, in the manner herein af-
ter directed; but if such persons, so convicted, have no goods er
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chattels to satisfy the money so assessed for him or her to pay, that 1771.
then it shall and may be lawiul for the said Magistrates or Justices eyt
to commit the offender to prison, there to remain, without bail or
main-prize, until he or she hath paid the same, or until he or she

shall be discharged by due order of law.

XXVY. And be it further enacted, "That if any person be removed penalty on
by virtue of this act, {from one county, city, borough, township Or ptreceiv-
place, to another, by warrant or order, under the hands and scals of Jibeed by
two Justices of the Peace or Magistrates as aforesaid, the Overseers J270s
of the poor of the city, borough, township or place, to which the
said person shall be so removed, are hercby required to receive the
said person; and if any of the said Overseers shall refuse or ne-
glect so to do, he or they so offending, upon proot thereof by one
or more credible witnesses, upon oath or uffirmation, before any one
of the Magistrates or Justices of the Peace of the city or county
where the offender doth reside, shall forfeit, for every such offence,
the sum of five pounds, to the use of the poor of the city, borough,
township or place, from which such person was removed, to be levied
by distress and sale of the offender’s goods, by warrant under the
hand and seal of the said Magistrate or Justice of the Peace, which
he is hereby required and empowered to make, directed to the
constable of the city, borough, township or place, where such offender
or offenders dwell, returning the overplus, if any be, to the owner
orowners ; and for want of sufficient distress, then the offender to be
committed to the gaol of the county where he dwells, there to rc-
main, without bail or main-prize, for the space of forty days.

XXVI1. And whereas it often happens that poor persons, some-
times with certificates, and sometimes without, come from the city
of Philadelphia into some township or place within this province,
and from some place or township of this province into the said city
of Philadelphia, or into some other township of this province, and
conceal themselves until they become sick or lame, and cannot be
removed, or die before they can be removed ; by reason whereof
the inhabitants of the city, borough, township or place, where such
poor person or persons fell sick, or died, are put to charges, with-
out any means to relieve themselves from the payment of the nionies
expended for the maintenance or burying of such poor person or
persons: Be it therefore enacted, That if any poor person or per- poo por
sons shall come out of the city of Philadelphia into any borough, jousgon-
township or place, within this province, or shall come out of any the city of
borough, township or place, within this province, into the city of phininto
Philadelphia, or any other township or place, within this province, Tojeh, s,
and shall happen to fall sick, or die, before he or she have gained a Someeinto
legal setflement in the city, borough, township or place, to which 55

citywnd fall

he or she shall come, so that such person or persons cannot be re- gg{g;sgggie,

moved, the Overscers of the poor of the city, borough, township togive no.

or place, into which such person or persons is or are come, OF ONG where such

of them, shall, us soon as conveniently may be, give notice to the hifnaaie
verseers of the poor of the city, borough, township or place, where §i,4%s

such person or persons had last gained a legal settlement, of to one

of them, of the name, circumstances und condition of such person

orpersons; and if the Qverseors of the poor, to whom such aotice

~
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1771, shall be given, shall neglect or refuse to pay the monies expended
‘e~ for the use of such poor person or persons, and to take order for
eedny, relieving and maintaining such poor person or persons, or in case of
case they his, her or their death, before notice can be given as aforesaid, shall,
imburse the on request being made, neglect or refuse to pay the monies ex~
= pended in maintaining and burying such ppor person or persons,
then, and in every such case, it shall be lawful for any two Justices
of the Peace of the city or county where such poor person or per-
sons were last legally settled, and they are hereby authorized and
required, upon complaint made to them, to cause all such sums of
money, as were necessarily expended for the maintenance of such
poor person or persons, during the whole time of his, her or their
sickness, and in case he, she or they die, for his, her or their burial,
by warrant under their hands and seals, to be directed to some Con-
stable of the city or county respectively, to be levied by distress and
sale of the goods and chattels of the said Overseer or Overseers of
the poor, so neglecting or refusing, to be paid to the Overseer or
Overseers of the city, borough, township or place, where such poor
person or persons happened to be sick, or to die as aforesaid, and the
overplus of the monies arising by sale of such goods, remaining in
the Constable’s hands after the sum of money ordered to be paid,
together with the costs of distress, are satisfied, shall be restored to
the owner or owners of the said goods.
ovetseess XX VIIL Provided always, That if any of the said Overseers shall
grieves  think him or themselves aggrieved by any sentence of such Justices,
Ty 4l op by their refusal to make any order, as is aforesaid, he or they
may appeal to the Justices of the Peace, at their next court of Quar-
ter Sessions for the county where such Justices reside, and not else-
where, who are hereby authorized and required to hear, and finally
to determine the same.

Taherand XXX, And be it further enacted, That the father and grand-

ran

%therf o father, and the mother and grand-mother, and the children of every
c. of poo

impotent. . poory old, blind, lame and impotent person, or other poor person
persons & not able to work, being of sufficient ability, shall, at their own charge
clenc ability, relieve and maintain every such poor person, as the Magistrates or
them, & the Justices of the Peace, at their next Greneral Quarter Sessions for
the city or county where such poor persons reside, shall order and
direct, on pain of forfeiting forty shillings for every month they shall

fail therein.
XXX. And whereas it sometimes happens that men separate them-
selves, without reasonable cause, from their wives, and desert their
' children; and women also desert their children, leaving them a charge
upon the said city, or upon some borough, township or place afore-
gaid, although such persons may have estates, which should con-
tribute to the maintenance of such wives or children: Be if there-
iﬁgﬁg“}gfg, fore enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Overseers of

ficmefa the poor of the said city, having first obtained a warrant or order
Ber e from two Magistrates of the said city, or for the Overseers of any
Heread”  borough, township or place, where such wife or children shall be
Jeae e, S0 left, or where such wife or children shall be so }1eglected, having
5o map. ISt obtained a warrant or order of any two Justices of the Peace

mo.pa0. of the county, to take and seize sa much of the goads and chatteds.
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and receive so much of the annual vents and profits of the lands 3771
and tenements of such husband, father or mother, as such two  —=
Magistrates or Justices shall order and direct, for providing for such 257§, i’é;
wife, and for maintaining and bringing up such child or children;
which warrant or order being confirmed at the next Quarter Ses-
sions for the city or county respectively, it shall and may be lawful
for the Justices there to make an order for the Overseers to dispose
of such goods and chattels, by sale or otherwise, or so much of
them, for the purposes aforesaid, as the court shall think fit, and to
Teceive the rernits and profits, or so much of them as shall be ordered
by the said Sessions, of his or her lands, and tenements, for the
purposes aforesaid ; and if no estate, real or personal, of such hus-
band, father or mother, can be found, wherewith provision may be
made as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Jus-
tices, in their Court of Quarter Sessions for the city or county re-
spectively, to order the payment of such sums, as they shall think
reasonable for the maintenance of any wife or children so neglected,
and commit such husband, father or mother, to the common gacl,
there to remain, until he or she comply with the said order, give
security for the performance thereof, or be otherwise discharged by
the said Justices; and on complaint made to any Magistrate of the
city of Philadelphia, or to any Justice of the Peace in any county, of
any wife of children being so neglected, such Magistrate or Justice
shall take security from the husband, father or mother, neglecting ’
as aforesaid, for his or her appearance at the next General Quarter
Sessions, there to abide the determination of the said Court, and
for want of security, to commit such persons.

XXXI. And be it further enacted, That the several fines, for- nggﬁfuﬁé
feitures and penalties, sum and sums of money, imposed or directed fnes &
to be paid by this act, and not herein otherwise directed to be re-
covered, the same, and every of them, shall be levied and recovered
by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the delinquent or
offender, by warrant, under the hands and seals of one or more of
the Aldermen of the city of Philadelphia, for the said city, and un«
der the hand and seal of any one Justice of the county, where the
delinquent or offender dwells, or is to be found ; and after satisfac-
tion made of the respective forfeitures, fines, penalties and sums of
"money, directed to be levied by such warrant as aforesaid; together
with such legal charges as shall become due on the recovery thereof,
the overplus, if any, to be returned to the owner or owners of such
go0ods and chattels, his or her executors or administrators. .

XXXIN. Provided always, That if any person or persons shall gioves, "
find him or themselves aggrieved with any judgment of the Justices, §2¥ #preab
given out of their Sessions, in pursuance of this act, such person or
persons may appeal to the next General Quarter Sessions of the
Peace for the county or city, where sentence was given (except in

cases of removals, and cases of poor persons becoming chargeable

I one place, who are legally settled in another, as is otherwise pro-

lelcllseld for by this act) whose decision in all such cases shall be con-
ve. :

XXXIII.. And be it further enacted, That if any action shall be Qs s
brought against any Overscer, or other person, who in his aid, and for =¥

“TOL. P 2 x
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“1771, by his command, shall do any thing concerning his office, he may
‘i~~~ plead the general issue, and give this act, and any special matter, in.
evidence; and if the plaintiff shall fail in his action, discontinug
the same, or become non-suit, he shall pay double costs.

" XXXIV. And be it further enacted, That an act of the General
Assembly of this province, entitled dn Act for the relief of the poor ;¥
and another act, entitled 4n dct for supplying some defects in the

thing done
Big direction
of this act,
may plead
the general
gssue, -
Former
jaws relat-
ing tothe

v sepeal Jayy for the relief of the poor st and another act,

# Chap, 154.

t Chap, 237.

§0hap.336.
Chap. 3

Nothing in
this actto
abridge the
powersof the
Overseers,
ill the twens
ty.fifthotf *
dMarch next.

Part of a. for-

entitled 4 Suppler

ment ta the several acts of Assembly of this province for the relief of

the poor st and another act, entitled 4n Act for amending the laws

relating to the poor,§ be, and are hereby repealed, annulled, and
P N

made void,

-

[XXXYV. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That nothing
in this act contained shall be deemed or construed to extend to

abridge,

alter or change the powers and duties of the present respec-

tive Overseers of the paor, in any city, borough, township or placey
within this province ; but that they, the said Overseers of the poor,
shall continue to hold, exercise, do and perform the respective du-
ties to their offices belonging, until the twenty-fifth day of March
fObsolete] NeEXt, 25 fully and amply, to all intents and purposes, as if this act

had not been made, any thing herein- gontained to the contrary

notwithstanding.]

XXXVI. And pe it furthen enacted, That so much of the act of

merlawre-  Assembly, passed in the sixth year of his present Majesty’s reign,
entitled an dct for the better: employment, relief and support of the
poor, within the city of Philadelphia, the district of Southwark, the
townships of Moyamensing and Passyunk, and the Northern-Liber-
ties,¥ as relates to the applying the monies which shall be raised in
the said city, district and townships, for the maintenance, support
and employment of their respective poor, or is otherwise hereby al-
tered or _suppliedz shall be, and is hereby declared to be, repealed,

pealed,

# Chap,

534, flow
wholly re-
o
supplied,
ackof Mardh
20th 1803, '
chap, 2357,
Limitagion,
But now
made per.
petual, chap,
719,951, sect.
a0, =

null and void,

XXXVIL 4nd be it further enacted, That this act shall continue
in force for the space of five years, and from thence to the end of

the

next sitting of assembly, and no longer.

Passed 9th March, 1771.—Recorded A. vol. V. page 367, (77.) :

(r.) The act in the text, having been

limited to five years, was made perpetu.

al, by an act passed Aptil 6th, 1776,
(chap. 719.)* But that wct being passed
under the provineial government, it was
deemed necessary to pass the act of
March '24th, 1778, (chap.781,) to re-
vive and put in force ¢ Aw act fur tlic
relief of the poor.” Bug both the acts,
of 1776 and 1778, are superseded and
supplied by the tenth section of an act
passed March 24th, 1782, (chap. 951,)
which révives, re-enacts,” and perpetu-
ates the act in the text, and dlso repeals
50 much of the act of February 8th,
1766, (now wholly répealed) as incorpo-
fates the township of Passyunk with the

city of Philadelphia, the district of South-

.

yrark, and the township of Moyamen-

sing and Northern Liberties, But the
whole of chap. 951, except the tenth
and twelfth section; so much of the
act in the téxt as relates to the city and
liberties ; and all other scts relating to
the poor of the city of Philadelphia, the
district of Southwark dnd'the township
of the Northern Liberties, are repesled
and supplied by an_act passed Murch
99th, 1803, (post. chap. 2357,) entitled
¢ An act for the consolidation and
amendment of the laws, as far as they
respéct the poor of the city of Philadel-
phia, the district of Southwark, and the
township of the Northern Liberties.”
The consolidating act préseribes the
time, places and manner of appointinf
Guardians of the.poor, and the number
of them, for the city, district, and towp-



ship. - Notice to be given to the persons
chosen, within two days after their ap-
pointment. After the appointment of
managers, the remaining number of
Guardians to be divided by lot into two
classes, and successors to be elected for
one year, one half on the third Monday
in May, and one half on the third Mon-
day in November, annually. Vacancies
by death or removal 1o be supplied with-
in two days after information thereof,
Guardians to take an oath or affirmation
(prescribed) before they enter on the
duties of their office; and penalty for
neglecting or refusing thereof. None
but citizens to be Guardians.—Created
a corporation, by the name of ¢ The
Guardians of the poor of the city of Phi-
ladelphia, the district of Southwark and
the township of the Northern Liber-
ties.” Eight Managers of the house of
cmployment to be appointed by the
Guardians, four of which to be from the
city, two from Southwark, and two from
the Northern Liberties, to be divided
into classes, one half to be chosen in
May, and the other half in November
_annually, s0 that four are appointed eve-
vy six months. Vacancies to be suppli-
ed from the body'of Guardians, for the
unexpired time of the Manrger whose
place is vacant. Their duties prescrib-
ed—their books te be kept open for the
inspection of the Guardians, and while
in office to be exempted from all other
duties of Guardians, and from serving
on juries. °‘Yhe remaining Guardians al-
so exempted from serving on juries,
The Managers to take an oath, &c.

The Managers empoweved, under
certain conditions, to lay an agsessment,
not exceeding & given amount,—the
manner of proceeding therein—to ap-
point collectors of the poor tax, who
shall reside within the proper district,
and shall give bond, &c. the powers and
duties of the coliectors prescribed.

A Treasurer to be annually appointed
by the Managers and Guardians out of
their own body—his duties prescribed—
to give bond, &c.

The Guardians shall appoint a clerk,
removeable at pleasure, who shall give
bond, &c.

The act then proceeds, to empower
the Guardians to afford relief in case of
emergency, &c, and the Managers to
put out poor children as apprentioes—
to bind out disorderly persons fora li-

mited time—to direct who shall be ad-

* mitted on the poor books, &c. What
shall be deemed a legal'settlement—
how indented servants shall gsin a legal
settlement—the place of settlement of
married women.—Persons removing, &c.
to produce certificates.—Proceedings

when poor are likely to become churga-
able~—with ely to becorhe churge

vexatiousremovals and frivolous dppesls
provided against. Measures to be tak-
en to remove old persons, infants, maim-
ed, &e. or to indemnify the city against
their becoming chargeable, with like
appeal. Penaly on house keepers, &c.

entertaining persons not having a legal
settlement,

Penalty on the guardiand, or over-

seers of the poory for not receiving per-
sons removed by warrant or order, &c.

Poor persons removing from the city;
c. or thence from any other place, and
falling sick or dying. The guardians,
or overseers to give notice to those
where such persons last gained a legal
settlement, &c. and the method of pro-

ceeding in case of refusal to reim- -

burse the expences, &c. Appeal there-
into the Sessions, The mode of pro-
ceeding to ehtaih areimbursement of
expenses in affording tempdrary relief
to persons not having alegal séttlement,
within the city, &c. )

Negroes and mulattoes shall be deetn-
ed to be settled, where registered, if
slaves; and if free, in the township or
plac‘e where liberated ; if set free after
attaining 28years ofage, to be maintain-
ed by the former master or mistress, ifS
chargeable, &, . )

The father, grandfather, nother,
grandmother, children and grandchil-
dren, of poor and impotent persons;
shall maintain them, if of sufficient
ability,

Proceedings where hushands desert
their wives, or parents their children,
leaving them chargeable, &c.

How fines ave to be recovered, with
appeal to the Sessions, o
" The munagers are empowered to
make bye-laws, &c. for the government
of the paupers, &c. o

Guardians or overseers, sited for any
thing done by direction of this act to
plead the general issue; and give the
act in evidence, &c. )

Auditors to be appointed annually to
settle the accounts of the treasurery
guardians and managers,

By a supplement to this act, passed
April 1st, 1805, (post, chap. 2585.) All
monies collected for the use of the
poor of the city, &c. shall be under the
control of the guardians, &c. the mode
of filling vacancies in. the board of
Guardians is more particularly prescrib-
_ed ; and when the Board of Guardians
shall deem it expedient to erect addi-
tional buildings, how they are to pro-
ceed, I

¥rom the foregoing summary, it will
be seeny there are certain provisions
not confined merely to &ge City and Ii-
_berties, but which affect t}le state at
“large ; particularly those sections whiclh

apieRl to the Sessiondi—, Nelate to ipmovals snd gertificates, s,
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temporary supplies to persons not set-
tled, and expenses of such persons sud-
denly dying, or falling sick.

" The township 'of 'Moyamensing was
eparated from the City and Liberties,
0 far as respected the poor, under the
a6t of Feb’y 8th, 1766, (now repealed)
by an act pissed April 9tb, 1791, (chap.
1547.)

By'an act passed March 24th, 1809,
the commissioners of the Northern Li-
berties are to choose guardians of the
poor at the town-house, &c. .

An important act was passed April
44, 1794, (chap. 1715,) in these words.

v¢ The Justices of the peace, and
Judges, of the several Courts within
this commonwealth are hereby autho-
tized to admit, in all cases respecting
the settlement of paupers, the testimo-
niy of evety otherwise legal witness,
notwithstanding he, she or they, may
be inhabitants of the city, district, bo-
rough, township or townships concern-
ed” :

‘In tlie county of Dauphin, by act of
February 22d, 1808 (chap. 3909,) there
isaprovisionstill more extensive : “That
inr all sctions to Fe commenced by the
directors of the poor of the county of
Dauphin, for the recovery of any gitt,
‘grant, fine, forfeiture, devise or bequest
‘made to the said corporation, or in case,
-of any appeal brought by or against the
saidl directors, respecting the settle-
ment of a pauper, each and every per-
son residernit in said county in the first
case, 4nd of the counties affected there-
by in the seconid case, shall be compe-
tent to hear, try, and give testimony
touching the matters ‘in controversy.

By the second section of an act pas-
sed March 24th, 1803, (chap. 2346,) it
is enacted, ¢ That if the lastlegal place
of settlement of any person or persons,
under the poor laws of this common.
wealth, now is or hereafter shall be in
any township divided, and such person
‘or persobs shall become chargesble af-
“ter the division thereof, he she or they
shall be supported by that township
within the territory of which he, she
‘or they resided ' at'the time of gaining

‘the settlement——

By an act, entitled ‘¢ An act to em-
"power the Overseers and Guardians of
thé poor of the several townships of
"this commonwealth, " to recover certain
‘fines, penalties and forfeitures, and for
“other purposes ;*’ passed April4th, 1803,
(chap. 2387,) it is made the duty of
Justices of the peace receiving fines,
&c. appropriated to the use of the poor,
_to make an entry thereof on his docket,
and forthwith deliver a trauscript there-

"of to some constable, ‘who shail, under

Acertain penplty, within Lwenty days

thereafter, deliver such transcript to
one of the Overseers of the poor of the
township to which the forfeiture be-
longs. And the Justice, within two
weeks after the receipt of the money, if
demanded, shall pay over the same to
the Overseers of the poor lawfully en-
titled thereto, and annually, if required,
exhibit his docket to the persons ap-
pointed to settle the accounts, &c.

The Justice wilfully neglecting, ox
refusing to perform such duties, shall
be liable to indictment,and on conviction,
‘be deemed guilty of misbehaviour in
office, and be fined twenty dollars, &c.,
and for refusing or neglecting to pay
over the money, shall be fined, more-
over, double the sum received, to be
paid to the proper Overseers.

Overseers, by action of debt or case,
before another Justice, or in Court ac+
cording to the amount, may recover
such fines, &c. in the hands of Justices.

Sheriffs, who have received fines im«
posed on persons refusing to serve the
office of constable, shall pay the same
to the Overseers, and give notice, &c.
‘as is directed, and under the same pe-
nalties, as in the case of Justices.

In case of fines imposed on persons
refusing to serve as constables, the
clerk ofthe Court shall give notice there-
of, by the constable to the proper over-
seers. ;

The Supervisors of the highways in
Chester and Lancaster counties, are
invested with the powers of the Over-
seers in other counties, and the monies
are to be paid to such supervisors, te
repair the highways.

The foregoing provisions are extend~
ed to the city and suburbs of Philadel-
phia, & And by a supplement, pss-
sed ' Feb’y 20th, 1804, (post. chap.
2422,) all “fines paid into the hands of
the: Overseers of the poor, where
there are no poor, or where any sur-
plus remains, shall, under certain pe-
nalties, be paid over by the Overseers
to the Supervisors of the highways for
the repair of the roads, unless the town-
ship auditors shall jadge it necessary to
retain the whole or a part for the use of
the poor,

Numerous gcts have been pagsed for
the erectivn of poor houses in the dif-
ferent counties. In each of these, the
office of Overseers of the poor is abo-
lished, and directors of the poor elect-

“ed by the people. The following acts

will therefore complete the view o

“the system relating to the poor in Penn-

sylyania,
Au act to provide for the crection of
houses for the employment and support

“of the poor in the counties of Chester

and Lancgster, Teh’y. 27th, 1798, (chap-
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1960.) Supplements thereto, Feb'y, Oth,
1799, (chap. 206,) empowered. to bind
out apprentices, Jan’y. 30th, 1804, (chap.
2405 ) March 31st, 1807, (chap. 2785.)

An act to provide for the erection of
a house for the employment and support
of the poor in the county of York, Feb’y,
6th, 1804, (chap, 2413.) THhe Supple-
ments to this act, 2580, 2583 and 2745,
are vbsolete. ’

An act to provide for the eregtion of
a house for the employment and support
of the poor in the county of Delaware,
TFeb’y. 13th, 1804, (chap. 2419.) Sup-
plement thereto, March 31st, 1807,
(chap. 2785.)

An act to provide for the erection of
a house for the employment and support
of the poor in the county of Montgo-
mery, March 10th, 1806, (chap. 2656,)
Supplement thereto, Jan'y, 26th, 1807,
(chap. 2732,) obsolete.

An act to provide for the erection of
o house for the employment and support
of the poor in the county of Dauphin,
March 28th, 1806, (chap.2701) Sup.
plements thereto, March 4th, 1807,
(chap. 2761, obsolete,) and Feb’y. 22d,
1808, before cited.

An act to provide for the erection of
2 house for the employment and support
of the poor in the county of Franklin,
March 11th, 1807, (chap. 2766.)

The rents of a tract of land in Falls
township, Bucks county, appropriated
for the education of poor children with-
in said township, March 24th, 1807,
(chap. 2781.) -

An act to provide for the erection of
a hiouse for the employment and support
of the poor in the county of Bucks,
April 10th, 1807, (chap. 2849.)

An act to provide for the erection of
a poor house for the better relief and
employment of the poor in the township
of Oxford and Lower Dublin, in the
connty of Philadelphia, April 11th, 1807,
(chap. 2852.)

An act to provide for the erection of
a house for the employment and support
of the poor in the county of Cumber-
Yand, March 24th, 1808, (chap. 2940.)
Supplement thereto, April 4th, 1809,
-(obsolete,)

. An act for the helter cmployment, re-
lief and sufpport of the poor within the
towns:hxp of Germantown, in the connty
of Philadelphiz, March 31st, 1809. Li-
mited to six years from that time, and un-
til the close of the then next Session of
the Legislature,

A supplement to the act in the text
Was passed, March 11th, 1809, which
elnaﬁtsb that the Overseers of the poor
:;:] " ‘e:r elected and appointed by the
he s P 3008, at the same time and in

3¢ 3Me manner a8 Supervisors of the

highways are now cledted and appoint- 17%1,
ed; and their accounts shall be audited }

and settled in like manner, by the same

persons appointed to settle the accounts

of the Supervisors of the highways.

(See title Roads and Highways in the Ge-

neral Index.) Provided, that no per-

son shall be obliged to serve as Over-

seers of the poor more than one year in

seven ; and this act not to be construed

50 as to interfere with, or invalidate the
respective laws of this commonweaith
relating to the establishment of any of
the poor houses.

By the existing constitution, art, 7,
sect. 1, The legislature shall, as soon
as conveniently may be, provide, by law,
for the establishment of schools through-
out the state, in such manner that the
poor may be taught gratis.

The former laws having expired by
their own limitation—An act was pass-
ed, April 4th, 1809, entitled ** An aet
to provide for the education of the poor
gratis.” o

Besides this - general provision, =«
clause is generally inserted in the acts
granting monies to the different county
academies, that a certain number of poor
shall be taught therein gratis, for a li-
mited time. -

By an act passed April 22d, 1764,
(chap. 1757,) a benevolent provision was
made for the support of certain ovphar
children left destitute by the contagious
disease that prevailed in Philadelphia.
(This act, of course, is temporary.)

Fallowfield vo Marlborough.

Certiorari to Chester, to remove an
order and judgment of Sessions for the
removal of Fames Heany. .

Exceptions were taken, that it did
not appear the pauper had been examin-
ed ; nor was any reason set forth why he
was not.

By the Court. No case can be shewn,
where an order was deemed bad, bes
cause the examination did uot appear on
the face of the order. It is not neces-
sary:‘nor is it necessary that the ex.
amination of any person should be set
forth, If any pauper was injured by a
removal, the remedy might be had heve
on information; and though it will not
restore him, yet he might have com-
plained to the Sessions, where every
thing was open. Order confirmed, 1
Dallas, 28. '

Upper Dublin v, Germantown,

Two Justices made an order, remov-,
ing Rachael Peters as 8 pauper, from Ger-
mantown to Upper Dublin. On appealy,
the Quurter Sessions of Philadelphia
county cqnﬁ).:mé(]. the order. It was
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then removed by certivrari inta the Su-
preme Court : and the fact on which
Upper Dublin velied, was, that the two
Justices, at the time the order was
made, were inhabitants of, and rateable,
and contributary to the poor tax of Ger-
anantown, .

Upon arglxmellg, The Court unanimous-
Iy quashed the order of Sessions, and
the order of the two Justices. 2 Dal-
las, 213. .

Order of removal .of 2 pauper must
state that the complaint was made by
the Overseers of the poor of the town-

" ship removing ; and an adjudication, or

Wardens dp-
pointed,

become chargeable; otherwise the ord
der will be bad. MSS. Reports, Sup.
Court. Overseers of Dromorg v, Over-
seers of West Hanover, April, 1794.

A pauper gains a settlement by con.
tracting for a town lot, under a yearly
rent charge, building thereon, and re-
sidence, though he obtains no deed for
it. MSS. Reports, Sup. Court. Respub-
lica @. The Overseers of Caernarvon
township, March, 1796.

No appenl lies to the Sessions on an
order of maintenance of & pauper. MSS.
Rep. Sup. Court, Overseers of Lam-
peter =. Overseers of Lancaster Ro-

assertion, that the pauper was likely to rough, December, 1796. \

— § B

CHAPTER DCXXXYVI.

An ACT for regulating and continuing the nightly watch, enlight-
ening the streets, lanes and alleys of the city of Philadelphia, and
Jor othesr purposes therein mentioned.

WHEREAS the well ordering and regulating the watch, and
‘enlightening the streets, lanes and alleysin the night time, within the
city of Philadelphia, have been found, on experience, very neces-
sary to prevent fires, murders, burglaries, robberies, breaches of the
peace, and othef outrages and disorders: Fherefore be it enacted,
"That it shall and may be lawful for Samuel Mbrton, ‘Thomas Mifflin,

- Edward Duffield, Jacob Winey, Moore Furman, and Joshua Ilum-

Whoare to
be qualified,
and mect,
&c,

.phreys, gentlemef, who are hereby styled Wardens, or the greater
number of them, as soon as conveniently they can, after the publi-

cation of this act, and having qualified themselves as is herein after
directed, to meet together at the court-house of the said city, and

for those who, in pursuance of this act, shall succeed them in the

said trust, in like manner to meect together annually, on the sixth
day of October, unless it shall be on a Sunday, and in such case on
the day following, and then and there, or at such other times and

“ places as they, the said Wardens shall appoint, to maintain, preserve

Andtoputup
asufficient
number of
Jamps, &e.

And to hire
watchmen,

2XCs

And remove

them for
isbeha-

viopr, &e-

and take care of the lamps already erected, put up and fixed, and to

‘erect, put up and fix, any additional number of lamps, in such parts

and places of the said city as to themn shall seem meet and expedient;
and to contract with any person or persons for the lighting, trim-
ming, snuffing, supplying, maintaining and repairing them ; and shall
likewise order, appoint, hire and employ what number of watch-
men they shall judge necessary and proper, from the time of their
first meeting together as aforesaid, after the publication of this act,
until the tenth day of October next, and from and after that day an-
nually for one whole year; and shall then and there direct and order
what wages shall be given them : And if any of th.e sagd watchn}en,
so by them hired and appointed, shall happen to die within the time
for which they were appointed, or shall be negligent in his or their
duty, or be guilty of any misbehaviour, it shall and may be lawful
for the Wardens aforesaid, or a majority of them, at any interme-
diate time of the yeary to removeany of the said watchmen so ap-
pointed, and to employ, hire and appoint, one or more person




