ACTS

Seneral Agsembly of Pennsyloani.

Passed at a Scssion which commenced May 24th, 1781,
and ended June 25th, 1781.
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JOSEPH REED, PRESIDENT OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL.
F. A. MUHLENBERG, SPEAKER OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CHAPTER DCCCCXXXIYV.
An ACT for the repeal of so much of the laws of this commonwenlth,

as make the continental bills of credit, and the bills emitted by the

resolves or acts of the Assemblies of thesaid commonwealth, a lefal
tender, and for other purposes therein mentioned.

1781.
W—J‘

WHEREAS the honourable the Continental Congress, and

the different Legislatures of the United States of America, strug-
gling in support of their inborn rights and invaded liberties, have

been necessitated, by reason of the scarcity of specie, to emit large

sums of paper currency, by the rapid depreciation whereof the said

United States have laboured under great difficulties in procuring
the necessary supplies for carrying on the present war: And where-
as the quantity of specie being of late considerably increased within
the said United States, the said Congress have, in the most pres-
sing manner, recommended to the different Legislatures of the same
States to repeal all laws, making the paper bills of credit of the
United States a legal tender, equal to gold or silver : In compliance
with the said recommendation, and for attaining the good ends and
purposes thereby int. nded,

. Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted, That so much of all
and every of the laws of this commonwealth, as deciare the bills of
credit emitted by the honoursble the Condnental Congress, or by
the resolves of the Assemblics of the late province of Punrsylvania,
or by the present or latc .Assembly or Assemblies of this common-
wealth, to be a legal tender, in discharge of debts, contracts or
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1781. demands, and so much of the said laws, as impose any penalty or
o7 Semysd forfeiture upen'personsrefusing to accept.any of thesaid bills of credit
- “insatisfaction of any debts, contracts or demands, and so much ¢f the °

* ‘said laws, as impose any. penalty or forfeiture upon persons refusing

" toreceive the said bills of credit in payment for any live stock, neces-
sary of life, commodity, article er.goods whatsoever, or upon per~

sons offering such goods or articles for a less price or smaller sum
of money to be paid in gold or silver, or other current money, than
in the bills of credit aforesaid, or upon persons giving or receiving .

a greater nominal sum of the said bills of credit for aless in gold orsil-

ver, shall be, and the same is and are hereby repealed and made void.

Proviso, as - . BLL.. Provided’ always mnevertheless, That the foregoing clause
_ ;,‘;g?‘ﬁ‘;;g  shall not’ extend; or be construed to extend, torepeal, alter or make
‘wbich . void any laws, or sections or clauses of laws, whereby the paper
- seceivedin - bills'of credit, emitted in’ pursuanceé of an act passed on the twenty-

£ v > . ;
Exr\y(fizs:%%é’p: fifth day of March, one thousand sevén hundred and eighty, and
" esmtes;  the paper bills of credit emitted in pursuance of the actpassed on

© .+ . the seventh day of April, one thousand seven hundred and eighty- .

one, are made receivable; - at.the same rate as' gold and silver, in

"' the payment of the arrearages of purchase money due for lands or
- lots sold, or to be sold or conveyed by this state, forfeited estates
. only excepted. , o . o , ,
’g\;gbt:;’,%&; ¥V, Provided also, That nothing in this act contained shall affect -

o, stagy ‘any tender made in due and legal manner, under and- according to

made, &. the directions of any- of the said Iaws, or any suits, actions or judg-
b ments, Which have been commenced or had, or which are now de-
.. pending, or which hereafter may be brought, for or by reason of
0 dny tender tradebefore the passingof this act. T -
o ?fé’fiéc?é% - V. And be'it further enacted, That all debts; duties, rents, an-
' ;i;fgg;‘g““'. nuities, and other demands, granted or contracted for by any deed,

- and not . .will, mortgage, bond;- specialty, bill of exchange, note, assumpsit,

.

O dincharyes or otherwise, since the first day of January, one thousand seven
pad. . hundred and seventy-seven, which were expressed to be paid .and

P , - dischatged in any forgign money, or in gold and silver money of any
: . denomination, or in bullion, or inany commodity, and which have '
not since been paid and satisfied, or’ discharged, shall be deemed; =
. ¢tonstrued and. taken to be yet due. and owing from debtors to cre-
~.» - ditors in such’money or other commodity, as in the ,said contracts
T were e:épré,ssgéc}, and the same may be sued for and recovered in.
P any court of justice within this' commonwealth, having competent
-+ jurisdiction, in so 'much gold or silver money, as. shall be equal
.+ in value to the debt or duty, according to the terms, of the con- . °
Pl VI And wheréas most of.the debts. contracted before the firat -
o i .. day-of -Japuary, one thousand seven hundred- and seventy-sevén, .
.. are due and. owing froin persons, who, from principles of honour
;- and honesty, haye declined paying their creditors with a deprecia- .
‘.. 7 ted paper currency, when by law-they might have so done, and.it
S would be unreasonable that such delitors should be compelled to
. discharge their old debtsin gold or silver money, until it shall be-
: come more plenty and easier to be acquired ; ‘ '

Cambe  VIL Be it therefore enacted, That where any Judgment alrea-

before the’

¢ - dy hath been, av hereaftet shall be, entered in any Court of Record.

#
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within this commonwealth, by default, upon the confession of the 1781.
party, the report of referees, or the verdict of a jury, or otherwise, “——’
for any sum of money contracted for or due for rents, ground-rents o5
or annuities, before the first day of January, one thousand seven’piay besued
hundred and seventy-seven (debts due to the state excepted) the =~
said court is hereby authorized if the same be not ascertained by
the said confession, report or .verdict) to ascertain, how much of
the said sum of money is due to the plaintiff for the principal sum
. due, and how much thereof is for interest, damages, costs and char-
ges, and to give judgment for the whole sum, which judgment shall
remain as a lien upon the real estate of the defendants, in the same
manner as judgments atlaw bind such estate ; and thereupon ' the
said court shall award execution against the defendant for so much -
of the said sum only, as the said interest, damages, costs and
charges, shall amount to, which money shall be levied, recovered
and paid, in gold and silver money; butno execution shgli issue
for the principal sum until two years after the passing of this act,
or until permission shall be given for that purpose by an act of the
Assembly of this commonwealth ; but the defendant shall never- -
theless pay the interest of the said principal sum yearly, as it shall prscethe
grow due, and in default thereof the plaintiff shall be entitled to &y o3,
writs of execution, as often as there shall be occasion to recover joh.b e
the same.* i : Proviso re-
VIIL. Provided ahways nevertheless, That if the defendants in ghogting de-
any such cause shall not be, at the time of rendering the said judg- Mouawe.
ment, seised of a sufficient real estatc within this commonvealth, fil estaces
in his own right, to secure the said debt, and shall be about to de-
part from this state, without leaving such real estate, and shall re-
fuse to give other security for the said principal sum, to the satis-
faction of the said court, then, and in such case, the said court are
hereby authorized and required to award execution for the whole
sum contained in the said judgment, as well principal as interest,
damages, costs and charges, any thing herein contained to the con-
trary notwithstanding, :
- IX, And in order to prevent unnecessary suiis, and to give
debtors a reasonable time to prepare themselves for payment of pebes ex.
their old debts before any suit can be brought, Be it enacted, That feeamstly
no suit shall be commenced against any person (othér than the gactd be-
subjects of his Britannic Majesty) for any debt or duty contracted Ist of Janu.
for before the first day of January, one thousand seven hundred 'shgill_ fl'ot.’"ﬁ
and seventy-seven, under or by virtue of this act, where the sum jos thnsix
demanded exceeds fifty pounds, within less than six months from {’;ﬁ“lf?jﬁ_.“f'
the passing of this act, unless the creditors shall have demanded $ing higat
from the person of the debtor, or by a note in writing left at the
place of his abode, satisfaction of the said debt, atleast three months ., o .
before bringing his suit, or unless the creditor, orsome person for sotesto,
him, shall swear or affirm, that he apprehends a danger of losing véi‘.pi, e
his debt by the delay.} 422,
X. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained Pebsonor
shall estend to revive any debts or demands, which were, on or stef
. ary, ¥77d,
before the first day of January, one thousand seven hundred and barted by
-seventy-six, barred by any act for the limitation of actions then in fheecfor

force s and that no debt or demand, which was not barred by such ofastons
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act for the limitation of actions on the said first day of January,
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, shall be barred by the
said act, until two years after the passing of this act, and until such
time as is limited by law, according to the nature of each case,

XI. And whereas divers persons, as agents, factors, bailiffs and
receivers, sheriffs, attornies at law and in fact, executors, adminis-
trators, guardians, trustees and other persons, in right of their
respective offices, trusts and appointments, may have received
gums of money, for the use of their principals and persons interested,
some of whom may have applied such monies to their own use,
others may have kept the same by them, until it depreciated to a
much greater degree, and others may have placed the same out on
interest, for the use and benzfit of their principals, and it is fit and,
right that justice should take place in such varied cases, as nearly
as may be asgertained : '

XIL. Be it therefore enacted, 'That where any agent, factor,
bailiff, or receiver, sheriff, attorney at law or infact, executor, ad-
ministrator, guardian, trustee, or othcr person, has, in right of his
office, trust or appointment, received any sum or sums of money,
for the use of his or their principals, or persons interested, and
have applied the same to their own private use, in such case he or
they shall be accountable to his or their principals or persons interast~
ed ag aforesaid, for so much gold-and silver money, as the said bills of
credit, or other money, so by them received, were worth at the time of
such application, according to therate of depreciation affixed tothe act:
entitled An dct directing the mode of adjusting and settling the pay-
ment of debts and contragts entered into and made between the first
day of Fanuary, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-scven, and
the first day of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one,
and for other purposes therein mentioned, passed the third day of
April, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one.® And wherc
any such agent, factor, bailiff, recviver, sheriff, attorney at law or
in fact, executor, administrator, guardian, trustee, orother person,
having reccived any sum or sums of money as aforesaid, shall ren-
der an account, on oath or affirmation, of the mauner of his dispo-
sing of the same, and of the profit or loss arising thereupon, and
the principal or other person interested as aforesaid shall not be able
to disprove the same, in case of loss, then, and in such case, such
profit or loss shall go to the benefit or prejudice of the principals or
persons interested as aforesaid, allowing a reasonable compensation
to such agent, factor, bailiff, recciver, sheriff, attorney at law or in
fact, executor, administrator, guardian, trustce or other person,
for his trouble in managing the same ; and if any such agent, factor,
ba‘ﬂi‘ﬁ', veceiver, sheriff, attorney atlaw or in fact, cxecutor, ad-
ministrator, guardian, trustee, or other such person receiving as
aforcsaid, shall decline to make such oath or affirmation, and to
render such account, it shall be presumed that he applied the said

monies to his own use, and he shall be accountable therefor, in the
manner herein before mentioned in such cases.

XIX. Andwhereas by an act of Assembly of this commonwealth,
yassed the twenty-seventh of November, one thousund, seven hun-
dred and seventy-nine, entitled dn det for the beticr support of cer-
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tain gfficers of this state, and for ascertaining the specific fines and 1781,
penalites which they may incur by a neglect of duty*® the fees of the \enyeund
said officers, and the fines and penalties which they might incur by *<bap. s64,
a neglect of duty, were regulated by the price of wheat, which
has been found inconvenient and uncertain.

XIV. Be it therefore enacted, That, from and after the Passing pees ofcer-
of this act, ail the fees due to the officers in the said act mentioned, iy gfiicers,

. . . fines
and all the fines and penalties which they have or may incur by a incurred, to

neglect of duty, shall be paid, levied, collected and received by Bl ar
and from them in gold and silver money, as they were regulated by
law or practice, under the late government of Pennsylvania, before
the first day of July, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six,
any thing in the said law to the contrary notwithstanding.

XV. And whereas by an act of Assembly of this commonwealth,
passed the eighth day of March, one thousand seven hundred apd
eighty, entitled dn Act to restore and ascertain divers fines, penal-
ties and forfeitures, hereafter mentioned, which may be incurred by
the breach of certain acts’ of Assembly of this commonwealthyt the g gy,
said fines penalties and forfeitures, therein mentioned, were also
regulated by the price of wheat, ‘which mode has been found incon-
venient, uncertain and inadequate: Be it therefore enacted, That yy e
all fines, penalties and forfeitures, of every kind, imposed by virtue lmposedby

. . o acts of As-
-of any acts of the Assemblies of the late province of Pennsylvania, sembly to

which are now in force, shall be levied, collected and recovered in " ;&%‘I”?fé“

so much gold and silver money, as in the said several acts is parti-

cularly inflicted and respectively specified ; and all fines, penalties

and forfeitures, imposed by any acts of the Assembly of this com-

monwealth, since the revolution, shall be levied, collected and re-

covered in so much gold and silver money, as the sum specified in

the respective acts, for the said fincs, penalties and forfeitures,

were worthat the several times of passing the said acts, according ; s cay,

to the rate of depreciation aforesaid.f 1081, 1134.
XV, Provided always, and be it further enacted, That all debts contracts

or contracts which have been entered into at any time, from or since since March.

the first day of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, discharged

. N N . according
or shall be entered into hereafter, shull be paid and discharged ac- to theirna.

cording to the spucial nature of the contract, that is to say; con- & o b
tracts made for gold and silver shall be paid and discharged in the

same ; and contracts made for paper currency of any emission shall

be payable in the same emission, excepting, only, that contracts en-

tered into as above for old continental currency (if any such there

be) shall be liquidated and paid at specie value, which value shall

be ascertained and determined by a Justice of the Peace, or the Jus-

tices of the Common Pleas, as the case may be, within their respec-

tive jurisdictions.

XV1L. Adnd be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall ew conti-
be extended to prevent the receiving the bills of credit emitted in 3o hetecois-
consequence of the resolution of Congress of the eighteenth of g4 for cer-
March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty, in taxes to be laid
in pursuance of an act of General Assembly of this state, entitled
A Supplement to an act, entitled An act for funding and redeeming
the bills of credit of the United States of America, and for providing
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meanis to bring thepresent war to an happy conclusion,* passed the

nineteenth day: of December,
eighty.. ' '
Passed st

.. .(p) Theacts here rcpealed are,

- .-chap, 727, passed January 29th, 1777,
© M Kea’s “edition, pas 7, chap. 741,
*passed - March - 20th, 1777,  M*Kewn’s

: _edition, pa. 48,

. The operation of the tender laws sus-
pended for three inonths, by an act
passed May 31st, 1780, (c¢hap. 900.)
M Rear’s edition, pa. 388, -~ .

By an act passed September 22d, 1780,
(chap. 907,) MiKean's edition, pa, 406.
The syspension continued until the end

of the next. sitting of the General As--

sembly. The uetof 31st May, 1780,

" xevived and ameénded, and continued in

force, By dct of December 224, 1780,

: {chap. 912,) BKean’s edition, pa., 418,

And, by an'act passed Feb’y 90th, 1781,
{chap.916.) A*Kean’s edicion, pa. 433,
all acts making bills of credit a legal

" -tender ‘were, suspended so far, but it

was provided, that the..act should not

-+ be construed to extend ¢ To any. She~
© 1ifl, Attorney, Executor, Administra-
“tory Guiardian, or othér pérson having

received money, by legal authority in

-vight of another,. but that it should be

Tawful to make payment, in 2fl such
casés a5 might have heen doue before
the pagsing of this acty; nor to prevent

‘the bills of credit -from béing of 'the
‘same value in the payment of taxes,

and all other debts and demands hat-
soeyel, as the bills of credit of the
United States issued before the eigh-

. téenth day of March last, (1780,) -

- notes ‘therety
" .. {(chap, 924.)°

See.the depreciation act, and the
) subjoined, vol. 1, pa. 519,

The nets for the emission of bills of
credit.previous. Lo the ,revolution ave,
<hap. 361, 267, 274, 289, 300, 319, 553,
412, 672, 698, 713, (see pogt. note to
chap. 959 ;) and after the commence-
ment of the revolution, by. an act of
March 20th, 1777, (chap. 741, above

. veferred to) the sur of £.200,000, were

emitted in bills of credit, and a tax im-

-posed on all .real and personal “estate

for the purpose of sinking the same.

that all bills of credit bearing date at
any time before the Ist of July, 1759,
should not pass in payment of any debt
or demand after the 1st of October,

A777, except for taxes, in order to sink

and destroy the said bills. Supple-
ments to this act, chap. 756, 757,

I une, 1781.—Recorded in Law Book vol. 1. page 442, ()

credit, issued under the authority of

_the crown of Great-Britain, on or be-

ishment of persons cuunterf‘eiting,. or”
altering such bills of credir, or uttering: -

fore the 19th of April, 1775, shall cease
tobe a legal tender in any payment
whatsoever, that all acts making. them’
current, shall be repealed, ‘except so
far as respects the conviction and pun-

the same, knowing them to be'counter-
feited and altered ;and that such parts of
all acts, as. relate to the sinking the
said bills of credit, by taxes, excise, or
otherwise, shall also be repealed. - The
act, however, provided, that such bills

“of credit might, on or before the 1st of

»

June, 1778, either be paid in taxes, o -

mto the Loan-Office, ot exchanged at
the State Treasury for an equal sum in

the paper money of the Congress, or of

the commonwealth : but after the 1st
of June, 1778, (with an allowance of &
short term to absentces) they were de«

_claved to be irredesmable. . The provi-

""The 10th section of the act declared, .

By an act of Marel' 23d, 1778, (chap.
- 780,) it was enacted, that the bills of

f

sions’of this act were extended to the

provincial bills of credit issued by the -

dct of Seplember 30th, 1775, (chap:

713,) by an act. of May 25th, 1778,

(chap, 789.) .

" By act of March 28th, 1780, ome
hundred thousand pounds emitted in
bills of credit for the present support of
the army, & {chag, 896,) made a le-
gal tenddy by act of the 23d of Decem-
ber, 1780, (chap. 913.) By chap. 931,
the Executive was empowered to
sell City lots sufficient to redeem so
much of the bills emitted by the act of
March, 1780, as should not be vedcem-

.ed by. the proceeds of the sale of Pro«

vince-Island ; and by the act of June

25th, 1781, (chap. 937, sect. 5,) for’

vaising additional supplics for the” year
1781, certain taxes: were imposed, and
the bills of credit emitted by the act of
March, *1780, were declared to be re-
ceivable in payment, These bills were
funded on the City Lots and Province-

Island, and have been entirely redeem-

ed, Aots passed for redeeming public
debts, April 10th, 1792, (chap. 1635,)
February Oth, 1793, (chap. 1642,)
April 22d, 1794, (chap, 1764)

It will be obvious, however, that
but a small part 6f the act in the text,
can now have any operation. By the
10th sect. of the first article of the con-
stitution of the’ United States, no State
can emit ' bills of credit, or make any
thing but gold and sjlver a tender jg

onz thousand seven hundred and .

RS




payment of debts. All the above acts,  See Zbltingsworth v. Ogle, 1 Dallas, 1781,
not printed in this edition, at lavge, will 257.  Sohason v. Hocler, ib, 406, East- (S
be found in the table of titles prefixed, «wick v. Hugg, ib. 222,
with a reference to the records of them,

under the appropriate years, ”

”
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CHAPTER DCCCCXXXVL

A4 SUPPLEMENT ¢t an act, entitled An act for estublishing a » ppse,

Land-Office, and for other purposes therein mentioned. gléi‘_?i,?;g:
529,

WHEREAS it appears necessary to explain certain patts of
the act, entitled An act for establishing a Land-Qffice, and for other
purposes therein mentioned, and to make some amendments there-
to, Therefore,

YI. Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted, That the meaning of [The word

the word location, mentioned in the fifth section of the said act, was, fincd.
is, and is hereby declared:-to be, an application made by any person
or persons for land in the office of the secretary of the late Land-
Office of Pennsylvania, and entered in the books of the said office,
numbered and sent to the Surveyor-General’s office.
IIN. Adnd be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful l’fesme"gn

&e. to si,

to and for the President, or, in his absence, the Vice-President, in warants of
acceptante,

Council, to sign all and every warrant and waxrants of acceptance, resurvey,
re-survey and partition, as fully as the Governor of the late pro-
vince of Pennsylvania, or Commissioner of property, might or could
have done.

IV. dnd be it further enacted, That the Receiver-General shall, Beceiver-

7 Generalto

once in every month, pay into the hands of the Treasurer of this yaymoney

. . . . . tothe State~
commonwealth, all monies which shall come into his hands by vir- Treasurer
tue of the said act, to which this is a supplement, which shall be ﬁlpnﬂ";',s‘é?

subject to the disposal of the Legislature of this state, to whom he
is to account once in every year.
V. And be it further enacted, That the rate of exchange, at which Rae ofex-

. 1 ' change atr
the Receiver-General shall receive the five pounds sterling forevery yhich the
hundred acres of land, shall and is hereby declared to be, at the rate Geaeral is
of one hundred and sixty-six and two thirds of the currency of this fefive.

state for one hundred pounds sterling. s stez
Pyssed 25th June, 1781—Recorded in Law Book vol. I, page 449.




