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without covering, &c. 87. On obstructing the common sewers. 38, 1782
On making any pavement or footway contrary to the directions of ‘=7
the regulators. 39. Regulations relating to encroachments by cellar

doors, &ec. 40. Owners of porches, &c. exceeding the limited re-
gulations, to be assessed, till they are reduced, or taken away. 4.
Penalty on persons removing, or damaging pipes or trunks for con-
veying water, &c. 42. No person to keep more than 25lb. of
gunpowder in their houses, &c. 43. Buildings erected on the com-

mons declared nuisances. 44. Penalty on doing so after publication

of this act.  45. Penalty on persons digging holes, &c. on the com-

mons. 46. Mamner prescribed for recovering and applying fines.

4%7. 'The act relating to public roads and highways not to extend to

the borough. 48. Persons sued for any thing done in pursuance of

this act, may plead the general issue, &c.

Pagsed April 13th, 1782.—Recorded in Law Book No. I, page 493.
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CHAPTER DCCCCLIX.

An ACT for methodizing the department of accounts of this commenwealth,
and for the move effectual seitlement of the same. .

Sect. . WHEREAS the methods heretofore practised for
the settlement of the accounts of this state have, by experience,
been found not to answer the good purposes intended thereby : For
remedy whereof, Be it enacted by the Representatives of the Irec-
men of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met,
and by the authority of the same, That an office shall be instituted in office for aws
this commonvwealth, for auditing, liquidating and adjusting all the g e
accounts thereof, and that the same shall be established and kept at 3hescm-
the place where the General Assembly of the state shall hold their instituteh
sessions, to be styled “ The Comptroller-General’s office 5 and that
a person of known integrity, diligence and capacity, be appointed,
to execute and perform the duties of said office, by the name of
¢ The Comptroller-General,” who shall be, and hereby is, authoriz- ¢ ¢ .
ed and empowered to liquidate and settle, according to law and gincor,and
equity, all claims against the commonwealth, for services perform-tiog. ~
ed, monies advanced, or articles furnished, by order of the legisla-
tive or executive powers, for the use of the same, or for any other
purpose whatever; to inspect and examine all vouchers which shall
be produced in support of such accounts or claims, and in all cases
of doubt or difficulty to call upon witnesses, examine them on oath
or affirmation, touching any charge or account, which it may be pro-
bable their evidence would tend to elucidate or explain ; which oath
or affirmation the said Comptroller-General is hereby authorized
and empowered to administer ; to judge of prices and charges, in all
cases wherein such prices or charges have not been ascertained and
fixed, by persons duly authorized to ascertain and fix thesame ; and,
generally, to call upon all persons, or their representatives, who
have been or shall be possessed of any monies, goqds or effects, be-
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1782. longing to this state, and have not severally accounted for the samc,
‘vt qther than and except the collectors of public taxes, and the treasu-
' rers of the different counties ; and to keep fair, distinct and clear ac-
counts of all the revenues and expenditures of the commonwealth,

of every kind and nature whatsoever.
Alplicae. * SECT. 11 And be it further enacted by the authebity aforesaid,
Somttees 1o That from and after the first day of May next, all accounts between
tote il this state and any officer of the same, and all and every other person
ypenset.  or persons (except as before excepted,) shall be rendered into the
mitedtothe 53id office in the first instance, where they shall without delay be li-
quidated, adjusted and settled ; and upon settlement of any such
account, the same shall be transmitted, together with the vouchers
thereto belonging, to the President and Council, who, if satisfied
with the justice of such settlement, shall, by warrant drawn on the
Proceedings ' Lreasurer of the state, direct the payment of any balance, which
therean. ~ may appear to be due thereupon, to the party entitled to receive the
same ; and the President and Council shall, by their Secretary, re-
turn the same accounts and vouchers into the said office, together
rarrants, © yyith such warrant; and the said Comptroller-General shall make

an entry in his books of such warrant, and, having certified the -

same on the back thereof, shall forthwith deliver it to the party en-

titled to receive such balance, and shall carefully file and deposit all

‘Balances due SUCh accounts and vouchers in his office ; and if upon any settle-

fothestate ment a balance shall be found due to the state, the account and.

ered. vouchers shall be filed in the said office, in like manner as afore di-

rected, and the said Comptroller-General shall forthwith take the
most effectual steps for the speedy recovery of the same.

SecT. 111. And whereas many accounts of long standing arc

_ still unsettled, or have not been finally closed, and large sums of

money or considerable effects, belonging to the commonwealth, re~

main in the hands of divers persons, and the same will probably be

lost, if vigorous measures be not taken to compel such persons to

settle their accounts, and discharge the balances which may appear

to be due to the state :

comptroller.  SECT. Ive Be it therefore enacted by the authority (g‘bi‘c.s'az'(l,l

foma That the Comptroller<General shall, with all convenient speed,
et ofehe form abstracts or lists of the names and sirnames, additions and
of pexeons,  places of abode, of all petrsons who shall have received monies, ef-
ecelved mo- fects or property of this commonwealth into their hands, which they
comman have not accounted for, and of the valne or amount received by
»=% each person,as well as the dates of the several transactions; for
which purpose he shall be, and hereby is, authorized and empower-

ed to call for all the books and papers, accounts and vouchers, ap-
pertaining to or belonging to the state, which shall be in possession

of the auditors heretofore appointed, or in the hands of any other - ﬁ

_ Person or persons whatever.
Andwd  Srer. Ve dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
tt%?é%ﬁt’y of That the said Comptroller-General shall, with all dispatch, direct
issue pro- the Prothonotary of the county, wherein the person or persons whose
» names shall be contained in such abstract be resident, or in which
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they had their last known abode, to issue process, commanding the, 1782,
Sheriff or Coroner of the said county to summon such person or per- Semy=
sons to appear, within three months, in the Comptroller’s office, and
there exhibit and settle their accounts, and pay all sums of money
belonging to the state, of which they shall respectively be found pos-
sessed ; whereupon such Sheriff or other officer shall serve a copy
of such summons upon the party or parties aforesaid, at least thirty
days before the end of the term last mentioned, and shall make pro-
per return of every such summons, within twenty days after such
service, to the Prothonotary, upon oath ; and if such person or per-
sons, whose name or names shall be contained in such summons,
are not found within the county, the Sheriff or Caroner of the same
shall proceed to demand and call, in an audible public manner, upon
such person or persons, in open Quarter Sgssions of the peace, to
appear as aforesaid, and settle his, her or their accounts, and pay
over to the 'T'reasurer of the state all monies belonging to the state,
which they severally possess and detain in their hands respectively.

Sect. vi. dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaidy 5 i o
That if any person or persons, who shall be summoned, or demand- glectingor
ed, and called upon, as aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect to exhibit exhibit theie
their accounts as aforesaid, within three months after the service of 3&:22“,?;}"
such summons, every and all such delinquent or delinquents shall $¢ &l v
be liable to answer for and pay to the Treasurer of the state the
amount of the monies, or the full value of all public effects, which
shall appear to the Comptroller-General to have been received or
come to the hands or possession of such person or persons respec-
tively, without any allowance, deduction or set-off whatsoever.

SecT. vii. And be it further enacted by the authority afuresaid, penaity o
That if any auditor or auditors, person or persons aforesaid, having L’f,,‘;"t‘},"‘dﬁf&:
in his or their possession any of the public books or papers, accounts grupFablic.
or vouchers, herein before mentioned, shall refuse or neglect, with- vers &
in ten days after demand made by the said Comptroller-General,
to deliver up to him, on oath, all and every the books, papers, ac-
counts or vouchers aforesaid, all' and every such auditor or audi-
tors, persou or persons, so offending against this act, shall be pro-
ceeded against by the Comptroller, and shall forfeit and pay any
sum 1ot exceeding one thousand pounds, to the use of the sate to
be recovered, on conviction, in any court of record within the
Samie. h

Sect. viin. 4nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ethod of
That in case any person shall be found to have a balance in his or jZimce; das
her hands, due to the state, and shall, on order from the Comptrol. ©theswtey,
ler-General, refuse or neglect to pay the same, as before directed,
and in case any person who shall be summoned, or demanded, and
called upon, in open Quarter Sessions of the proper county, shall
not exhibit his or her accounts, and procure the same to be setiled, .
according to the directions of this act, all and every such person
shall be liable to be taken and imprisoned in any county gaol, by
warrant, under the hand and seal of the Prothonotary of said coun-
ty, or his or her goods and chattels shall be distrained and sold, af-
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1782, ter thirty days from such distraining, by warrant, under the hand

\ws~’ and seal of said Prothonotary, to satisfy such balance, or such va-
lue or sum, certified as aforesaid, together with costs and charges;
and if other property cannot be found, the lands and houses ot the
delinquent may be taken and spld by the Sheriff of the county, so
far as may be necessary for the purposes aforesaid, by virtue of a
writ of Fieri Facias, to be issued by the Prothonotary, of the coun-
ty where such real estate lieth, upon a certificate of the debt due
to the state from the Comptroller being filed with such Protho-
notary.

Monies reco-  SECT. IX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
veredto be

yereobe 'That the money so recovered shall be paid, by the Sheriff or Coro-

Sawe-Trea per who shall receive the same, into the hands of the Treasurer of
surer, . .1 ® .
the state, for the use of the state, within thirty days after such re-
covery.

Noaccouts Sect. X, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
10 be deeme!

oot That no account whatever, between the commonwealth and any
auditec by public officer, or other person whatsoever, except as before except-
trofler, ¢d, shall be deemed to be settled, and the party exonerated from
settling and supporting the same in the manner required by this act,
until the same shall be andited, liquidated, and settled in the office
of the Comptroller-General, erected by this act; other than and ex-
cept all such accounts, as have been settled by auditors or commis-
sioners heretofore appointed for the purpose, or by the committees
of Assembly,
SEcT. x1. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted by the
Provise, that authority aforesaid, That the said Comptroller-General shall be, and
Viedae - is hereby, authorized and empowered to examine, revise and cor-
e b it rect, all and every the account or accounts settled by the auditors,
egislature. - commissioners, ot committees of Assembly aforesaid, and shall re-
port all substantial errors or omissions, which he may discover, to
the General Assembly of this commonwealth, who shall finally de-
termine thereon, either by directing a re-scttlement of such accounts
with the said Comptroller-General, or by confirming the same.
Comptrotich Secr. x11. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
naysum- That it shall and may be lawful for the said Comptrofler-General
mon witnes- . " H
s, as often as there shall be occasion, to call before him, by subpena, or
summons, and in case of contempt to issue a writ of attachment, in
order to compel the appearance of any person or persons, who the
said Comptroller-General may reasonably suppose is or are capable
of giving evidence or information concerning the said accounts, or
Pemity on 20y of them ; and in case any person or persons, on whom such sub-
ising to ap- PeNA or summons shall be served, shall refuse to appear, as in such
peat, & yyrit shall be expressed and directed, or, having appeared, shall re-
fuse to make a full disclosure of his, her or their knowledge in the
matter depending before the said Comptroller-General, the said
Comptroller-Greneral may award an attachment, wnd commit such
delinquent or delinquents to the common gaol of the county, there
to be holden, till such person or persons shall submit to the said
Conup;x-oller—(.w‘reneral, and comply with the directions of this act;
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and all persohs who shall be summoned as witnesses by the said 1782,
Comptroller-General, and every Sheriff, Coroner or other officer, to ‘=v=s
whom he shall direct his precepts or writs, shall be allowed like fees Alogance
for their attendance and services, as witnesses summoned to appear {e.for at-
in the inferior courts of justice, and Sheriffs, Coroners and other of-
ficers are entitled to in such courts ; such costs, together with fur-
ther charges accruing, to be levied on the several delinquents by the
said Comptroller-General, by warrarit, in like manner as small debts
are recoverable. , '
Scet. X111, Provided always, and be it further enacted by the proviso, in
authority aforesaid, "That if, upon any subpena or summons requir- $as persons
ing the attendance of any person or persons before the said Comptrol- 2 1ot
ler-General, as aforesaid, areturn be made that such person is not
to be found within the proper county, that the said Comptroller-
General may issue an attachment, and proceed thereon as aforesaid,
as if such subpena or summons had been duly served,
SeeT. x1v. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, secrewary of
"That the Secretary of the Supreme Executive Council shall be, and s st
he is hereby, required and enjoined, once in every month, to en- licenses

monthly,
ter in the Comptroller-Greneral’s office all and every marriage and g;:};;t:;l_
tavern or other licence, noting how many of said licences have been ler's office :
paid for, and the sums so paid; and also what number of blank
licences have been granted, either for marriages or taverns, not

paid for, and to whom granted; and the said Comptroller-General and te
shall cause fair entries to be made of all such sums of money 50 re- shal debic
ceived by the Secretary, and also of all such licences as have been so fe pime-
granted to the several Prothonotaries and others, and have not {fader,
been paid for ; and shall open an accountagainst all such Protho- .

notaries or other persons, for the amount of such licences ; and the

N

- said Prothonotaries and others, atleast once in three months, shall Mode of

. . . . . accounting
settle their respective accounts with the Comptroller-General, in for them

which the Treasurer’s receipts, and the blank licences which may destared.
at such time be unused and produced to the said Comptroller, shall

be received and accepted by him as the only sufficient vouchers in

such settlement. :

Secr. xv. dndbe it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, gon voner
"That the Comptroller-General shall particularly attend to such parts togelece
of the accounts already settled, or that may hercafter be scttled, as accounts
are properly a charge against the United States, and, selecting properly.
such parts with great precision, institute an account between the ggaisst the
United States and the commonwealth, in forming which he shall ghied,
regulate himself by the resolution of Congress authorizing such
charges, and by the accounts raised against the commonwealth in
the books of the department of the treasury of the United States;
and where any charge.shall appear to him to be of a feederal nature,
although such charge shall not be expressly acknowledged by Con-
gress, he shall open a separate account for the same, to be finally
settled on such principles as may hereafter be established by Con-
gress, and agreed to by this commonwealth.



24

1782.  Sect. xvI. Andbe it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

‘v~ That the Treasurer of this state shall notfrom and after the first day

St ety of May next, issue or pay any of the public monies which have

e, come o shall come to his hands without a_warrant for so doing,

withont 2 signed by the President or Vice-President in Council, and entered

fromthe  in the Comptroller-General’s office, such entry to be certified on

enredses such warrant by the said Comptroller-General, other than and except

fefiedy the monies approptiated to the use of the United States for the cur~

oller.  rent year, which shall remain subject to the orders of the Superin-

eepred. tendant of the finances of the United States, and the wages and in-

cidental expenses of the House of Assembly, which shall be paid

on warrants drawn by the Speaker in Assembly, any law, custom or

usage, to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding. Provided al-

ways, That such orders or warrants, drawn by the Superintendant

of the finances or Speaker, for the purposes aforesaid, be first en-

tered and certified in the Comptroller-General’s office, as before
directed. ‘

Comptrol- Seer. xvit. Andbeit further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

lev's books That the books, papers and transactions of the office of the Comp-

gpen tothe troller~-General shall be open to the inspection and examination of
inspection

of the com. the corimittees of accounts, who shall be empowered by the Assem-
;’é’cﬁﬁﬁt‘g’f bly of this state for the time being, or Executive Council; and the
gy, said Comptroller-General shall be obliged to furnish annually, and
pihedthe at all other times, a state or abstract of the public accounts, or any
of them, to the legislative and Supreme Executive powers of the
state, when he shall be thereunto required by either of them.
Comptrol.  SECT. XVIIL, Andbeit further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
levssalary. 7That the salary of the Comptroller-General shall be the sum of five
hundred pounds per annum payable in quarterly payments, by war-
rant drawn on the Treasurer for that purpose by the President or
Vice-President in Council.
Comptooler SecT. x1x. And be i further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

togive  'Lhat the said Comptroller-General shall, before he enters on the

ennty  duties of the said office, givebond, with one or more sufficient sure-
ties, in the sum of five thousand pounds, to the President or Vice-
President in Council, for the faithful performance of the duties of
his office, and shall likewise take and subscribe the following oath
and quatity, O, affirmation ; to wit, “I do swear, or affirm, that I will faith-

fully execute the office of Comptroller-General for the common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, and will do equal right and justice to all
men, to the best of my judgment and abilities, according to law
and equity.”
Tormer Scer. xx. dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
vwese That the act of Assembly of this commonwealth, entitled, % An Act
to compel the settlement of public accounts,” passed on the first
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty, anda sup-
plement to the said act, passed on the thirtieth day of May, in the
same year, aslikewise all and every the act or acts of the Assemblics
of this commonwealth heretofore passed, for regulating or settling




the accounts of the same, of every kind ornature whatsoever, shall, 1782.
from and after the passing of this act, be, and the said acts are here~ ‘e~
by, repealed and declared void.

[Sect. xx1. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, [This act to
That this act shall be publicly read in every court of Oyer and Ter- res in e
miner, and of the Quarter Sessions of the peace, which shall be faiitices
holden in this state, between the first day of May and the first day
January next, during which all other business shall cease.}

[SEcT. xx11. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Oficer
'That John Nicholson be, and he is hereby, appointed Comptioller- ;E'rf;ﬁffiﬁ
General for the time being.]

Passed 13th April, 2782.—Recorded in Law Book Nd, 1. page 508, (i)

(. It willbe obvious to the reader,
that many of the powers given to, and
the duties enjoined on, the Comptrol-
ler-General, from time to time, by va-
rious acts, are now extinct. The of-
fice itself is now abolished, but many of
the powers and regulations of this act
remain, and are vesred in, and govern
the State Treasurer, and Auditor-Ge-
neral. It must therefore give satisfac-
tion to review the whole subject, and
to bring together all the important acts
which have been passed relative to the
public accounts, since the year 1782,
to the present period.

By the 8th scction of an act passed
April 13th, 1782, (chap. 960 ) for set-
tling and adjusting the depreciation of
the pay accounts of sundry officers, &e.
The Comptroller-General was directed
to settle the depreciation of the pay ac-
counts of the scveral officers and men
included in the act.

And by an act passed September
20th, 1782, (chap, 977,) to extend the
powers of the Comiptroller-General of
this commonwealth ; that officer was
directed to execute the duties of the
Auditors, under the acts of December
18th, 1780, (chap.909,) and October
1st, 1781, (chap. 944,) in settling the
depreciation of pay of the troops of this
state, as far as the same had not been
performed by the Auditors, and his
certificates were to have the like effect
as if signed by the Auditors, and rest
upon the same funds, by veason of the
oflice of Auditors having been abolished
by the act in the text. But these acts
and the dutics under them are now ex-
tinct and obsolete,

So, by an act, entitled ¢ an Act to
enable the Comptroller-General to issue
certificates for the balances due on the
accounts of the late Ranging Company,
rajsed for the defence of the frontiers,
and other accounts due to the citizens
of this State,” passed Aprillst, 1784,

Vor. IL

]) +

(chap. 1089,) 1Tt was enacted, thatupa
on liquidation of the several accounts of
the officers, soldiers and citizens of
this state, the Comptroller-General
should grant certificates to each and,
every of them, for the balance due to
them respectively, in specie, which
certificates carried interest, at six per
cent. from July 1st, 1783, and were
transferable as promissory notes ; these
certificates, by the third section of the
act were receivable as specie in pay-
ment for the purchase money of Jands,
&

c.

And by ¢ Anact for the relief of
such persons as have debts due to them
from the estates of persons attainted of
treason, and confiscated in the late war,
&c.” passed March 30th, 1785, (chap.
1138,) the Comptroller-General was
authorized to issuc certificates for claims
against forfeited estates, s decreed by
the Judges of the Supreme Court, ac-
cording to law, andto calculate inte«
rest upon all such claims as should be
decreed with interest, upon the princi-
pal sums to the first day of July, 1783
at which period the interest was to com-
mence upon the certificates to be grant-

‘ed, and the same to be consolidated

with the principal aforesaid. But where
bonds, or other claims should not have
been decreed to become due, with in«
terest, until some time posterior to the
date last mentioned, the interest to be
calculated upon, and discounted from
such debts, from and after the said fivst
day of July.

Certificates were not to issue for o
greater than the specie value of the
neat proceeds of the sales of such es-

“tates, which the Comptroller-General

was directed to ascertain before he is-
sued any certificates, and where the
demands of creditors. exceeded such
value, toloy the same before the Judges
of the Supreme Court, who wereto de-
cide, according to law and equity. in
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what manner, and what proportion, the

" \mp~ed debts should be paid out of the assets

given, having respect to mortgages,
bonds with judgment, obligations, and
common book debts.

Citizens of neighbouring states, who
had balances due by this state, upon
the settlement of their severalaccounts,
were respectively entitled to receive
certificates, in like manner as citizens
of this state, agreeable to the act of
April 1st, 1784,

By an act of March 1st, 1786, (chap.
1191,) the interest on the certificates
issued in pursuance of the above acts,
was directed to be pzid half-yearly; a
previous provision having been made
for the annual payment of interest by
the treasurer, by an act of March 16th,
1785, (chap. 1126,) and provision was
made for the redemption of the public
debt, by the act of April 10th, 1792,
(chap, 1635.) - :

Byan act passed April 4th, 1805,
(chap. 2611,) the certificates of state
debt, depreciation certificates and the
bills of credit issued under the acts of
1781 and 1785, are declared to be irre-
deemable after a limited time, now
past. And see chap. 1642, passed Feb’y
9th, 1793, and chap. 1764, passed
April 22d, 179450 that all the duties
specified under any of the acts above
cited, are now become obsolete; the
acts having no longer any operation.

On the 18th of Feb’y 1785, an act was
passed (chap. 1122,) entitled ¢ An act
to give the benefit of trial by jury to
the public officers of this state, and to
other persons, who shalt be proceeded
against in a summary manner by the
Comptroller-General of this state.”

By this act, an appeal was alluwed to
the Supreme Court from the scttlement
of accounts by the Comptroller-Gene-
ral, after the settlement liad been trans-
mitted to the Executive Council for
their approbation. The appeal to be
within one month after notice given to
the party, that the settlement was ap-
proved of by the Council, but not after-
wards; and the appeal was to be allow-
ed by the Exccutive Council, provided
the party entered sufficient security
with 2 judge of the Supreme Court, ov
before the President of the Common
Pleas of Philadelphia, within ten days
after such appeal, o prosecute it with
effect, pay all costs and churges the

upreme Court should award, and any
sum of money which should appear by
the judgment of the said Court to be
due to th(f commonwealth, or surren-
der, as prisoner to the sheriff of the
county, v

But, in case of proceedings against
any person in pursuance of the act in

the text, if, upon.summons and demand
made, he should refuse or neglect to
exhibit his accounts to the Comptroller-
General, as direcied by the act, the
settlement is declared to be final, and
the party is deprived of his appeal.

On an appeal, the Supreme Court
was to direct the form of proceedings,
and, if necessary, direct the Attorney-
General to appear and plead thereto, on
behalf of the commonwealth; but not
to allow of any plea to a declaration
filed by the Attorney-General upon any
matter, other than the general issue,
unless verified by the affidavit of the
defendant ; nor any demurrer to such
declaration for want of form; but that
it should be sufficient in all actions on
the case, or upon account, to allege
that the defendant was indebted to the
commonwealth for money had and re-
ceived, &c, and that payment thercof
hath not been made.

If the Supreme Executive Council
was dissatisfied with the settlement of
any account by the Comptroller-Gene-
ral, in pursuance of any act, or be of
opinion that a legal discussion of the
same would tend to a furtherance of
justice, they were authorized to direct
the Attorney-General to institute a suit
against the party, with whose account
they were digsatisfied, in the Supreme
Court, by writ of capias ad responden-
dum, wherein like proceedings shouldt
be had as in civil actions instituted in
the Courts of Common Pleas of the
counties of this state.

Upon any appeal, or suit directed ag
aforesaid for the re-settlement of any
account, it was made the duty of the
Executive Council, to send to the Su-
preme Court a transcript of the whole
account in controversy, settled by the
Comptroller-General, and approved ox
rejected. by thein, within the two first.
days of the next term after the appeal
made, And in case it should appear by
such transcript, that the party is in-
debted to the commonwealth, the At-
torney General to file a declaration in-
stantcr for money had and received, Mc.
to which the party shall plead the genc-
ral issue, without any imparlance, and
issue being joined, the court isto award
8 wenire returnable at the same or any
future term, in their discretion, for the
trial of the said jssue, and a verdict in
favour of the commonweulth found and
confirmed, to be finul and conclusive,
und execution to issue accordingly ; and
no appeal or writ of error to lie upon
the said judgment. Butif a balance
should be found due to the party from
the commonwealth, and the court should
confirm the verdict, then the judges

“were to certify the same to the Execu-
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five Council, with the amount of costs,
who were to grant- an order for pay-
ment, &c.

Depositions may be taken, at the costs
of the party applying, of witnesses re-
siding out of Philadelphia, Bucks, Ches-
ter, or Montgomery counties, by rule
of court. And if the Supreme Court
should be of opinion that the trial ought
to be in the county where the cause of
action arose, they might direct it to be
at Nisi Prius, or in the Court of Come-
mon Pleas of such county, which court
was authorized to preside at such trial,
and to certify the verdict given by the
jury, to the Supreme Court, that judg-
ment might be entered accordingly.

The Comptroller-General was also

-.authorized to revise his own settle-
ments which shall not have been ap-
pealed from, or any issues tried, and on
discovery of errors, to proceed anew
thereon, to do justice to the common-
wealth or the party, and his award in
such case to be of like effect'as in the
original settlements, provided such er-
ror be discovered within one year firom
the passing of the act, and in future
settlements within one year after his
award, in any case laid before the Ex-

* ecutive Council ; after which times re-
spectively, the said settlements and
awards should not be again opened or
questioned, but the party, hiis heirs, ex-
ecutors or administrators should be for-
ever quicted touching the same.

The settlements of the Comptroller- -

General and confirmation by the Su-
preme Executive Council, in case of a
balance due from any person to the
commonwealth is declared to be a lien
on all the real estate of such person
throughout the state, in the same man-
ner as a judgment for debt given against
such person in the Supreme Court;
and if upon appesl, the settlementis
confirmed, the court shall award inte-
rest thereon from the date of the con-
firmation by the Exccutive Council, and
costs to be paid by the appellant,

. It is further provided, that in any ac-
tion instituted in pursuance of this act,
or upon any issue formed between the
oommonwealth and any person, for
whom or against whom, the Comptrol-
{er-General shall have awarded balances,
the court, with the consent of the Attor-
ney-General, and parly, may appeint
referrees, whose report, if confirmed
by the court, shall have like effect, and
!;here shall be the like proceedings, as
in case of a verdict of a jury, and judg-
ment given thercon accordingly.

Such are the outlines of this impor-
tant act, the principles of which re-
main _ip forzs, though in the form-and

manner considerable alterations have
taken place, as will hereafter appear in
this note, by subsequent laws.

For the sake of the connexion of the
subject, however, it may not be impro-
per to state here, that with respect to
the appeal, it is provided by the act
making a new arrangement in the trea-
sury department, passed March 17th,
1809, That if any individual shall think
himself aggrieved by any settlement
made by the accounting officers, he
shall have the like remedy of an appeal
under the same circumstances, as if
the settlement had been made under
the existing laws by the Comptroller
and Register General.  And in case of
any appeal, such appeals shall be forth-
with transmitted by the Auditor-Gene-
ral to the Prothonotary of the Court of
Common Pleas of the county in which
the seat of government is or may be,
there to be tried and determined, sub-
ject nevertheless to a further appeal to
the court in bank of the proper dis-
trict. ’

The appeal allowed by the act of
Feb’y, 1785, was extended to the case
of accounts that had Deen settled be-
fore it was passed, by an act, passed
August 26th, 1786, (chap. 1219,) pro-
vided the appeal was made within one
year after that time. But this actis
entirely obsolete. .

An act was passed April 4th, 1785,
(chap. 1147, now obsolete) among other
things, to secure the independency of
the Comptroller-General, by o commis-
sion for seven years, and a permanent
salary, upon condition of his good be-
haviour only ; and the appointment vest-
ed in the Executive Council, and his
salary fixed at £.800.

The Repgister-General’s office was

established by an act passed March’

28th, 1789, (chap. 1412;) and asalary
of £.500 per annumn appropriated for that
officer, who was to be appointed by the
General Assembly,

The Comptroller-Genexral was enjoin-
ed and required to submit all accounts
thereafter to be adjusted between this
commonwealth and the United States,
or any one or more states, or any one
or more individuals, before he should
finally settle the same, in pursuance of
any laws in force, to the inspection and
examination of the said Register-Gene-
ral, and to take his advice and assis-
tance in making such settlements; and
every statement and settlement of any
public accuunt by the Comptroller-Ge-
neral so made with the aid and nssis-
tance of the Register-General, was to
he laid before the Supreme Executive
Council, in the same manner, and for
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the same purposes, as were provided
as to aceounts settled by the Comptrol-
ler-General. .

The Register-General was enjoined
and required to provide suitable buoks,
and therein open = fair set of accounts
with and for all and every person and
persons, and badies politic whatsoever,
with whom aay accounts then were, or
thereafter should be depending with
the state, or who had, or should re-
ceive any public monies belonging to
the state; and to trausfer to such ac-
counts all balances appearing to be due
from any person, or body pmwlitic, at the
time of pagsitiy this act; and where any
account could not be finully settled und
bhalanced up to the said time, so much
thereof as cnuld be scttled or ascertain.
ed, was to be transferred to and enter-
ed in such books, and the residue
brought forward and entered therein,
50 soon as the same could be ascertain-
cdl with the aid of the Register-Gene-
ral.

All warrants and orders to be drawn
and issued by the Exccutive Council,
or General Assembly, thereafier, for any
public monies which they respectively,
by law, had any right to draw and is-
sue, were divected to be carried to the
office of the Register-General, to be
countersigned by him, and entered in
the proper accounts, to which they
were regpectively chargeable, before
the same should be allowed or charged
to the public in the office of the Comp-
troller-General. .

The Register-General was further
required, as often as he should be di-
rected by the Executive Council, to in-
spect and examine all such part and
parts of the transactions of the Comp-
troller-General, as the Council should
Jjudge necessary and proper, and to
‘make fuir and just reports thereof to
them, for their ihformation.

John Donaldson, was, by thig act, ap-
pointed Register-General; and the act
of April 4th, 1784, so far as it authoriz-
ed the appointment of the Comptroller-
General for scven years, was repealed,
and it was provided, that that officer
should hold his office during the plea-
sure of the Executive Councjl,

Bya supplement vo the act last noted,
passed September 30th, 1789, (chap.
1452,) it was made the duty of the
_ComptrollereGeneral to state and ad-
Just, and strike the balance of all ac.
counts between this commonwen]th and
the United Statcs, or any one or more
states, or any one or more individuuls,
or bodies corporate, and to examine the
vouchers for ull debits and credits there-
in contained, and to report his npinion

!
thereon, {ogether with the’ vouchers
thereof, and to take the advice and as-
sistunce of the Register-General in set-
tling the same, before the final allow-
ance thereof, and, after such settlement
and u\loivance, the same was to be laid
befuré the Kxecutive Council, in the
manner, and for the purposes mentisned
in the original act.

He wyas, moreover, forthwith, to fue-
nish the Register-General with an ac-
count of all balances which, on the 28th
day of March preceding, were due toor
from any person or persons, or bodles
politic with whom accounts were then
depending with the state, and to submit
to the examination of the said Register-
General, his books, containing allen-
tries having relation thereto, and such
pupers, accounts, documents, and vouch-
ers, as should be necessary and sufli-
cient to prove the justice of such balan-

ces, that the Register-General mightbe -

enubled to open the accounts in his
books.

Likewise, to furnish the Register-
General with an exact account of alithe
continental and new loan certificates
‘which, under the act for that purpose,
had been exchanged for each other,
containing the daies, numbers, sums,
names of the persons in whose fi-
vour they had been issued, the amount
of interest paid thereon, with such other
particulars as the case should require,
and of the payments or receipts of in-
dents for equalizing the bulance of inte-
rest respectively due thereon, togethey
with the vouchers to support the same ;
and upon all applications hereafter vo
be made for the exchange of such cers
tificates, before the exchange should be
made, to furnish the Register-General
an account of each certificate otfered,
and of the certificate or certificates in-
tended tobe given in exchange of the
interest due to and from the state there-
upon, and ihe Register-General, after
examination and approbation of such
certificates and accounts, was to cause
the sume to be registered in his hooks
accordingly.

¥e was directed, also, to furnish to
the Register-General a just aceount,
supported by vouchers, of all the certi-
ficates he had granted, since the 28th
day of March preceding, to any person
or body politic for any debt due fiom
the commonwealth ; and, after passing
this supplement, before he granted any
certificate for any debt due from the
commonwealth, to submit the accounts
and vouchers of such debts, not already
examined by the Register-General, tos
gether with the certificates intended to
be ‘granted for the sume, to the cxami-

-



nation and approbation of the Register-
General, who was directed, thereupon,
to cause the same to be registered, and
to endorse the registry thereof on such
certificates.

“The State-Treasurer was enjoined
and required to furnish to the Register-
General, every month, an account of all
monies received by him for the use of
the commonwealth, and of all interest
paid by him upon any securities of the
commonwealth, during the preceding
monthi ; and the Register-General was
directed to transfer all such rveceipts
and payments to the proper accounts in
his baoks. :

The Register-General was enjoined
and required to prepare a general state-
ment of all the accouats of the com-
munwealth, ending on the 30th of Sep-
tember in every year, on or before the
twenty-first day of October following,
and to lay the same before the General
Assembly, within the first week after
they shall have convened, in the first
session of every year, and additional
statements as often afterwards, in the
course of each year, as the Assembly
shonid order and direct ; and that he
should at all times submit his books to
the inspection of the General Assembly
and Executive Council, or either of
them, and of any committee of them, or
gither of them, appointed to view the
sume,

The Comptroller-General was direct-
ed to examine the certificates granted
py the Orphans’ Court, under the act to
provide for the more effectual relief of
the widows and children of the officers
and privates of the militia who have
lost their lives in the service of their
country, passed March 27th, 1790, (chap.
1442,) and, if need be, to return them
to the said court to be revised and cor-
rected : and to cause all such certificates
as should be by him examined and ap-
proved, to be registered in alphabetical
order, and having first submitted them to
the examination of the Register-Gene-
ralwas to transmit them to the Executive
Council, who were authorized to draw
orders upon the State Treasurer for the
payment thereof. (This is now thedu-
ty of the State Treusurer.)

By an act passed Aprill, 1790, (chup.
1495,) entitled ¢ An act to enforce the
due collection of the revenues of the
state, and for other purposes therein
mentioned ;” it was enacted, 'That,
thereafter, all accounts of fees received
by the Secretary of the Supreme Exe-
cutive Council, Surveyor-General, Re-
ceiver-General, and Seccretary of the
Land-Office, all accounts of monies or
certificates received by the Receiver-

i

General in payment for lands, &e. paya-
ble to the state; all accounts of monies
received or to be received by the Pro-
thonotary of the Supreme Court, or of
the several Courts of Common Pleas,
Clerk of the Mayar’s Court, or of the

several Courts of Quarter Sessions, or

other officers, receiving or accountable
for fines and forfeitures, marrisge or
tavern licences, or taxes upon legal pro-
cess; and all accounts between the
State and Collectors of Excise, County
Treasurers and Auctioneers, should
once in six months, or oftener, if there-
to required by the State Treasurer, be
rendered to him, who, without delay,
was to examine, liquidate, and adjust
the ‘same ; for which purpose he was
authorized, by subpena and attachment
to call witnesses hefore him, and ad-
minister necessary oaths and, affirma-
tions ; and every such account, so exa-
mined, liquidated, and adjusted, to
transmit, together with the evidence
and vouchers thereto belonging, to the
Register-General, for his examination
and approbation, who, if he approved
thereof, was forthwith to transmit the
same, with the vouchers, &c. to the
President and Supreme Executive Coun-
cil for their final approbation, who, hav-
ing approved thereof, were to return
the same, by their Secretary, to the
Register-General, who was to cause the
same to be registered, as directed by
law in cases of accounts scttled by the
Comptroller-General; and to prevent
error _or fraud, the Register-General
was directed to make upon each vouch-
er, a mark or note of reference to the
account to which it referred when pro-
duced by the Treasurer; and the said
accounts, so approved and registered,
to return, with the vouchers, to the
Treasurery who was, thereupon, either
to give discharges, or to take legal and
effectual measures to recover the mo-
nies due to the commonwealth.

The Treasurer wis required to fur-
nish to the Register-General the first
of every month, an account of all
monies received and paid by virtue of
bis office during the preceding month,
who was to transfer all receipts an.d
payments to the proper accouuts in his
bonks, The Treasurer to settle annu-
ally with the Register-General, &c.

All demands thereafter by individu-
als, or bodies politic, except the ace
counts before stated, and all accounts
to be opened between the state and
such bodies politic, or individuals, were

in the first instance to he submitted to, -

examined, liquidated, and adjusted by
the Register-General, who was vested,
for that purpase, with like powers 3¢
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were vested in the Comptroller-Gene-
ral, and after liquidation and adjust.
ment, to be transmitted, with the
vouchers and evidence, tothe Comptrol-
ler-General, for his examination and ap-
probation, who having examined and
approved the same, and entered them,
was, in like manner, to transwit them
to the President and Council for final
approbation, who, having approved
thereof, were to return the same, by
their Secretary, to the Register-Gene«
ral, to be by him registered, and care-
fully filed and deposited in his office,

All such settlements were to have
the like force and effect, and be subject
to the like appeal, at the instance of the
party, as settlements theretofore made
by the Comptroller-General.

The act then proceeded to direct in
whatmanner continental certificates, re-
ceived by the comptroller, were to be ex-
amined and arranged, and to be deliver-

ed to the Treasurer, who was toenter in
proper books such as drew interest ; and
toreceive theinterest ; and also directed
the praceedings where certificates, other
than those received on loan, had been gi-
ven in exchange by the Comptroller; and
all certificates igsued by or under the au-
thority of this state, which had been re~
ceived by the Comptroller, in payment
for lands or otherwise, for the use of the
state,or had been returned by the parties
who received them in exchange for cer-
tificates of debts due by the U, States,
pursuant to the act of March: 1st, 1786,
were to be examined and cancelled, and
delivered to the Register-General, who
wag directed to preserve them, by past.
ing them, in numerical order, in hooks
of coarse paper, leaving as much of each
certificate free as would discover the
endorsements of intereat thereon.

The powers and dutiesof the trustees
of the Loan-Office were transferred to
the Treasurer.

In case of a difference of opinion be-
tween the Register-General, Comptrol.
ler-General, or Treasurer, or either of

_them, relative to the duties required of

them, they were required forthwith to
apply to the Executive Council for their
orders and directions therein, which
should indemnify and save harmless all
such officers paying obedience thereto.

A penalty was prescribed for refusing
to deliver up official papers to the pro.
per officers,

The Comptroller-General was further
directed to proceed in the exchange of
the certificates issued inlieu of those
veceived on loan, under the orders and
directions of the Executive Council.
And the Comptroller and Register wete,
once s each month, in presence of two

members of council, to examine all cer-
tificates granted by this state, and re-
ceived in exchange by the Comptroller-
General, and after taking lists of them,
to deliver them to the Register-Gene-
ral, for the purpose of being cancelled
and preserved in manner aforesaid ;
and so much of the act of September
30th, 1789, (chap, 1452,) as directed
the Comptroller-General to submit the
accounts-of certificates, and certificates
by him to be given or received in-ex-
change, to the inspection of the Regis-
ter-General, wus repealed.

By an act entitled ¢« an act authoriz-
ing the State. Treasurer to subscribe
in the name of the commonwealth, to
the loan proposed by the United States,
and for other purposes therein mention-
ed,” passed March 30th, 1791, (chap.
1531,) after reciting that from the dis-
solution of the SupremeExecutive coun-
cil, the directions of the last preced-
ing act herein cited had not been fully
carried into effect, and the interest of
the commonwealth required that the
certificates of debts due by the United
States, belonging to this commonwealth
should be delivered to the State Trea-
surer, to be subscribed to the said loan 3
the Register-General, Comptrolier-Ge-
neral and State Treasurer were enjoin-
ed and required, withoutdelay, topro-
ceed in the examination of the certifi-
cates described in the said act, andin
cancelling those directed to be cancel-
led; and the Comptroller-General, in
the presence of the Register-General,
was enjoined forthwith 1o deliver those
therein directed to be delivered to the
State I'reasurer, in manner and form
as prescribed in said act, save only so
far as the same related to the duties
to be performed by two members of the
Supreme Executive Council,

The Treasurer was then directed to

subscribe to the loan under the act .

making provision for the debt of the
United States, passed, in Congress,
August 4th, 1790, and at least once in
every mouth after making such sub-
scriptions report his proceedings there-
-in, and settle his accounts of the cer-
tificates to him delivered in the same
manner as was provided for the settle-
'ment of his annual accounts by the act
to enforce the due collection of the re-
venues of the state. The Treasurer
was directed to receive the new certi-
ficates 5 and the capital stock thereby
created was to remain subject only to
the legislative acts of the common-
wealtly, and the Treasurer to receive

t‘lhe interest as the snme should grow
ue.
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For a view of the new loan and con-

tinental certificates, and the duties of |

the Comptroller-General, and Treasu-
rer therein, see the act for the further
relief of the public creditors, &c. (com-
monly called the funding act,) passed
March 1st, 1786, (chap. 1191,) to
which a supplement was passed March
28th, 1787, (chap.1271,) which ex-
tended the loanto continental Loan-Of-
fice certificates issued in the states of
New-Jersey and Delaware to citizens
of Pennsylvania ; and see the act tore-
peal so much of any act or acts of As-
sembly as directs the payment of the
new loan debt, or the interest thereof,
beyond the fitst day of April next, and
for other purposes therein mentioned,
(chap. 1404,) passed Murch 27th, 1789,
and a supplement thereto passed Sep-
tember 30th, 1791, (chap. 1583.)

By anact entitled ¢ An act to enforce
the due collection and payment of taxes
within this commonwealth, passed
March 24th, 1786, (chap. 1207,) the
commissioners of the several counties
were directed to prepare and transmit
to the Comptroller-General, fair dupli-
cates of the assessments made within
their respective counties for the collec-
tion of state taxes; but by the 7'th sec-
tion of the act to provide a more effec-
tual method of settling the public ac-
counts of the commissioners and trea-
surers of the respective counties, pas-
sed March 30th, 1791. (chap. 1532,)
the auditors, to be appointed under
the act are required to prepare and
transmit such duplicatcs to the Comp-
troller-General in all such cases where
it shall appear the comimissioners of
such counties had omitted so to do;
and also to transmit to the State Trea.
gurer a transcript of so much of their
settlement, after finul judgment enter-
ed thereon, as contains the account of
monies levied for stute purposes within
the said counties respectively.

By an act passed January 14th, 1791,
(chap. 1512,) all duties which by the
laws of the state were directed to be
performed by the President, or Presi-
dent and Council, and not inconsistent
with the constitution of the common-
wealth, &ec. were transferred to the
Governor,

This act was limited to a short peri-
od, but was supplied by an act of & si-
milar title passed April 13th, 1791,
(chap. 1553,) which was also limited,
but was extended by acts passed Sep-
tember 21st, 1791—March 28th, 1792—
and April 11th, 1798, (chap. 1569,
1599, 1678,) and on the 29d of April,
1794, (chap. 1761,) a permanent act

was passed, entitled ¢« An act for vest-'

ing the powers formerly cxercised by

the Supreme Executive Council, in the
proper departments under the present
constitution of the commonwealth,” by
which the Governor for the time be-
ing shall be deemed and taken to be in
the place and stead of the Supreme Ex-
ecutive Council, or the President or
Vice-President thereof, and shall have
and exercise all the powers in them,,
or any, or either of them vested, unless
such powers have been, and ave, by
law, vested in some other officer or of.
ficers, person or persons, or shall be
incohsistent with the provisions contain-~

ed in the existing constitution of the

commonwealth.
It is necessary, however, to observe,

that in the act of Sgptember 21st, 1791,

it was provided, that in all cases, where
accounts examined and settled by the
Comptroller and Register-General, or
either of them, have heretofore been
referred to the executive authority to
be by the said executive anthority ap-
proved and allowed, or rejected, the
same should only for the future be re-
ferred to the Governor whenthe Comp-
troller and Register-General should
differ in opinion.” Butinall cases where
they agreed, only the balances due on
each account should be certified by
those officers to the Governor, who
was directed to proceed thereon, in
like manner as if the said accounts res-
pectively had been referred to him ac-
cording to the former laws on the sub.
ject. And that in all cases where the
party or parties should not be satisfied
with the settlement of their respective
accounts by the Comptroller and Regis«
ter-General, or where there should be
reason to suppose that justice had not
been done to the commonwealth, the
Governor, in like manner, and uponthe

same conditions as theretofore, was au-

thorized to allow appeals, or cause suits
to be instituted, as the case might ve-
quire.

Onthe 30th September, 1791, (chap.
1582,) an act was passed to provide

more effectually for the payment of the

public debts and obligations ; by which
the Comptroller and Register-General,
under the direction and control, and
with the approbation of the Governor,
were authorized to sell by private cou-

tract, at such periods, and in such
sums a3 the Governor should direct, so”

much aof the deferred debt, or three
per cent, stock of the United States,
the property of this state, as should be
sufficient to make good deficiencies
which had arisen, or might arise in the
funds appropriated by law for the pay-
ment of uny public debt or obligation
then due, or which might become due
puior to January 1st, 1792; for dis-
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charging the amount of the monies re-
ceived, or which should thereafter be
received, on account of a loan from the
bank of North America, and for paying
warrants alveady drawn, or that m.ght
be drawn by virtue of any previous luw,
onthe funds appropriated for claims
and improvements ; but it was provi.
ded, that in disposing of the said stock,
the defecred part stipuld not be sotd at
a rate of exchange less than one hun-
dred and twenty pounds in gold or sil-
ver, nor the three per cent. stack at a
rate of exchange less than one hundred
and fifteen pounds in gold and silver, for
every two hundred pounds in the nomi.
nal amount thereof ; and that the pro-
ceeds of any sale or sales of stock made
in pursuance of this act, should imme-
diately and exclusively be applied to the
satisfaction and extinguishment of the
debt or obligation on account of which
the same should be sold.

When any sale. was eflected, as
aforesald, the Governor was directed
to draw a warrant, or warrants upon
the State Treasurer in favour of the pur-
chaser thereof, specifying the amount
of stock contracted to be sold, the
price to be paid for the same, and the
debt to which the procecds were to be
applied ; and requiring the Treasuver
toreceive the stipulated price, and trans.
fer the specified stuck; in due form, to
the purchaser, which the Treasurer
was enjoined to perform, and forthwith
to apply the money so reccived to the
discharge of the specific debt on ac-
count of which the stock was sold: but
no former appropriations were to be
affected thereby,

In case a difference of opinion should
arise between the Comptroller and Re-
gister-General, relative to the duties
required in this act to be dane by them,
they were required forthwith to apply
to the Governor for his orders and di-
rections therein, which should indem-
nify the s«id officers, and they were
requirgd and enjoined to pay obedience
thereto,

The accounting officers were enjoin-
ed to keep regularaccounts of the sules,
and present the same from time to time
to the governor for his examination in
like manner as other accounts ; and the
Governor was required to render a {ull
and exact report and statement of lis
proceedings in the premises, specifying
the objecr, the time, the price and
amount of each sale of stock, to the
General Assembly, within the firet
week of their next seasion, and at such
other times as either branch of the Le-
gislature should require.

The department of accounts was re-
gulated anew by an act passed April
4th, 1792, (chap. 1616,) entitled * An
act to provide for the settlement of pub-
lic accounts, and for other purposes
therein mentioned,” by which act,
from and after the passing thereof, all
accounts between the commonwes:lt‘h
and any person ur persons, body politic
or corporate, as well of the officers of
the revenue, and other persons entrust.
ed with public monies, as those of per-
sons having demands against the com-
monwealth, excepting only the accounts
between the United States and the
commonwealth, and accounts of monies
due to the commonwealth for land, or
from persons indebted to the Loan-Offi-
ces of 1773 and 1785, were to be sub-
mitted to, and in the firstinstance, ex-
amined, liquidated and adjusted by the
Register-General, who, for that pur-
pose, was vested with the like powers,
as hy the laws previously existing, were
vested in him for the purpose of settling
those accounts, which were thereto-
fore submitted to him in the firgt in-
stance, and also all the powers thereto-
fore by law vested in the Comptroller-
General, to enable him to compel the
settlement of such aceounts ; and after
liquidation and adjustment of every
such account, he was cnjovined to trans-
mit the same, with all the papers and
vouchers he had received relative there-
to, to the Comptroller-Gencral, who,
after examination thereof, if he upprov-
ed of the sume, was to return them,
together with his approbation, to the
Register-General : but if he disapprov-
ed thereof, after having in writing in-
formed the Register-General of his dis-
approbation, and the reasons thereof-
if they could not then agree, he was
directed to transmit the sume, together
with astatement of his ohjectinng tothe
Governor, who thereupon, after hav.
ing engnired into the reasons of the
Register-General in support of his opi«
nion, was to decide as the nature of
the case might require, and return the
said accounts, with the vouchers there-
of to the Comptroller-General, who'
was to submit the game to the inspecs
tion of the Register-General, and where
the parties should not he satistied with
the scttlement of their respective ac-
counts in manner aforesaid, or where
there was reason to suppose justice had
not been done to the commonwealth,
the Governor was enjoined, in like
manner, andon the conditions as there~-
tofore, to allow appeals, or canse suits
to be instituted, as the case wmight re-
qare.
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The accounts being settled in any of
the ways above mentioned, or after an
appesl, or suit the Comptroller and
Register-Genéral were, each of them
to cause the same to be eateredin suita.
ble bauks to be kept in their respective
offices ; and each of then was, at all
times to be permitted toinspect and ex-
amine all the books of the other, which
each was enjoined mutually to exhibit,
upon request made for that purpose : and
upon such entry being made, they were
jointly to certify the balance of such ac-
count, and the fundoutof which the same
was payable, to the Governor, who
was thereupon to draw a warrant on
the State Treasurer for the amount
thereof, wlich warrant was to be coun-
tersigmed by the Register and Comp-
troller.General, and ‘entered on their
respective books ; and all the accounts,
papers and vouchers velative thereto,
were directed to be filed in the Comp-
troller-General’s office and keptby him;
and if there was no appropriate fund
out of which the said balance could be
paid, a certificate, signed and entered
in the like manner, was to be delivered
to the purty to whom the said balance
was due, stating the settlement, &c,

_ond that there was such a sum due.

‘Where any certificates were issued
according to the forcgoing provisions,
it was made the duty of the Register-
Generalto lay befure the Legislature
during the first week of the ensuing
session, 2 list of all such certificates,
with the amount, and the names of the
parties to whom given, that provision
might be made for the payment thereof,
but no certificate was to be issued bear-
ing interest ; provided, that in cases
where any person, by the existing luws,
was entitled to receive interest un his
demand, the same was to be allowed
him from the respective periods of
which he, by law, was entitled thereto,
until the time of puyment

The Comptroller-General was requit.
ed, witlout delay, to make out a ba-
lance sheet, of all the balances due to
and from the commonwealth on the
28th of March, 1789, and furnish the
Register-Generul with a copy thereof]
on or before the Sist of May, 1792,
who, after exumining the same, was
dirccted to make out a list of all the
halunces due to and {rom the common-
wealth on the 30th of June, 1792, and
before the first of August, 1792, and
submit the same to the Comptroller-
Geueral for his examination and appro-
bution ; and on the first day of July,
1792, each of the said officers was di-

Yor. II.

rected to open, in his respective office, 1782,
a regular set of books; o contain an ex- Nreyremed

act und particular statement, as well of
the said balances, as of all accounts
which might thereafter be settled
agreeably to the provisions of this act,
whicli balances were to be entered in
said book, to the debit and credit of
the vespective aceounts to which they
belonged ; and the entries were direct-
ed to be wade, and all the accounts of
the commonwealth thereafter to be
kept in dollars and cents.

It was further made the duty of the
Comptroller-General, to compel delin-
quent persons, cntrusted with the col-
Tection or custady of public monies, to
account for, and pay the same, as di-
reeted by law; and for that purpose he
was invested with all the powers he
might or could legally have used and
cxercised before the first of. April,
1790, or as the State Treasurer could
have legally exercised by virtue of the
act of October 4th, 1788, (chap. 1363,)
and the like proceedings to be had up-
on warrants to be issued by the Comp-
troller-General as by that law was di-
rected in procecdings under the war-
rants of the State Treasurer against
delinquent county Treasurers.

(By that act, which has been repeal-
ed, the Treasurer had power to issve
a warrant under his hand and seal, di-
rected to the Sheriff of the preper coun-
ty, commanding him to take the body,
and seize and secure all the real and
personal eslate of the delinquent, or
which should come to the hands or pos-
session of his heirs, executors ov ad-
ministrators, and make return thereof
to the Treasurer, atthe time appointed
in such warrant. And if the money
was not paid within 20 days after such
seizure, the Treasurer was to issue
another warrant, under hand and seal,
directed to the Sheriff, requiring him
o sell sufficient to discharge the defi-
ciency and costs, &c. The balances
due from such county Treasurers, was
to be ascertained on settlement to be
made with the Comptrolier-General,
&e.

'I2he State Treasurer was directed on
or before the 1st of August, 1793, to
deliver to the Comptrolier-General all
the accounts and vouchers respecting
accounts hefore setrled by him, and in
his posscssion ; and the Reg’xgter-ecne.
pal was directed, together with the ba-
Jance sheet, to deliver to the Comp-
troller«General, 11l accounts, and vonch-
_ers of accounts, before settled by him,
and in his pussession. :

B’
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So mruch of the act of April 1st, 1790,
(chap. 1495,) as relates to the duties to
be performed by the State Treasurer,
in the examination, delivery and can-
celling of the certificates directed to be
delivered to the Register General and
cancelled, was repealed; and the Regis-
ter and Comptroller General authoriz-
ed, enjoined and required to proceed
without delay in the examination and
cancelling of the certificates by the said
act directed to be cancelled.

The State Treasurer was enjoined to
deliver quarterly to the Register-Ge.
neral all the certificates issued by the
State which he might receive from the
Receiver-General of the Land-Office,
to be cancelled, as other certificates
were directed to be cancelled by the
Register-General, who was directed to
deliver to the Comptroller.General, and
Secretary of the Commonwealth, seve-
rally, an exact list of all the certificutes
received and cancelled by him, every
and each time he received the same.

The act then prescribed the time,
manner and proceedings to choose a
State Treasurer.

The Register-General was directed
to exhibit, annually, on the second
Monday of January, to the Legislature,
a statement of the finances of the com-
monwealth ; and the State Treasurer
was directed to exhibit on the same
day, a fuall and correct statement of his
accounts, containing the receipts and
expenditures of his office during the
preceding year ; but this was repealed
on the 3d of March, 1800, (chap 2105,)
and the reports directed to be made on
the 2d Monday of December annually.
This was also repealed on the 5d of
April, 1804, and the Register-General
and State Treasurer were directed,
respectively, to cause six handred co-
pies of their annual statements to be
printed, and to deliver the same to the
Clerk of the House of Representatives
annually, on the fourth Monday in De-
cember, (chap 2502.)

This arrangement of the accounting

-department continucd until the first day

of May, 1809: But in the mean time
various duties were assigned to, and en~
Joined tpon the Comptroller and Re-
gister General by numerous laws.
Thus, by an act to provide for pay-
g and redeeming certain public debts,
and for defraying the expenses of po-
vernment, passed April 10th, 1792,
(chap. 1635,) it was directed that the
interest aceruing on state certificates,
aid by the State Treasurer
out of the monies he should from time
to time receive by virtue of the assump-
tion and provision containedin the 17th

.
i

seclion of the act of congress of Au-
gust 4¢th, 1790, and that the s'urplus
thercof, together with the monies re-
ceivable from the Land-Office should
be added to, and make for the (then}
current year, a part of the aggregate
fund created and established by the act
authorizing the Governor to negociate
a loan for the use of this common-
wealth, and appropriating certain
funds and revenues for the support of
Government, and the payment of the
public debts (passed April 7th, 1791,
chap 1543,) for the purposes respec-
tively to which such aggregate fund
had been or should be appropriated by
any law of this commonweal h.

The Comptroller and Regisier Gene-
ral were then directed to sell three per
cent. stock, for the payment, redemp-
tion and discharge of certain specified
debts ; and the proceedings therein
were exactly similae to those in the
sules of certificates under the act of
September 3uth, 1791, (chap 1582,)
before cited, The mode of paying the
holdersy of certificates wus prescribed,
and the certificates redeemed were to
be cancelled, and provision was made
in case Congress should renew the
loan for state debts ; the Governor was
directed to issne a notfication requir-
ing state creditors to apply for pay-
ment, and the interest was to cease on
the 1st of July, 1702, The bills of cre-
dit redeemed were to be destroyed.

From and after the 1st of Januury,
1793, all monies arising from the inte-
rest payable to the state on certificates
issued by the United States, all monics
payable to the state in pursuance of the
assumption and provision in the act of
Congress aforesaid, all feea of the Se-
cretary’s Office, or the Lund-Office;
monies arising from marriage and tuvern
licences, court fines, taxces on carria-
ges, from the Land-Oflice for payment
of lands, from any public tax subse-
quent to the year, 1784, except pay-
ments in bills'of credit emitted in 1785,
and all monies arising from any other
fund whatsoever, after the appropriu-
tions charged on such funds should be
satisfied, were appropriated as an ag-
gregate fund, for the anuual expenses
of govermmnent, pensions, annual dis-
bursements of the legislature, and ap-
propriations for the improvements of
roads: And the Governor was empow-
cred, from time to time, to apply the
balance of monies avising from sales of
stock directed by this act, in the pur-
chage of certain bank stock: And see
supplements of February Oth, 1793,
(chap, 1642,) and 22d of April, 1794,
(chap. 1764.)
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By the act for directing the mode of
distributing donation lands, &c. passed
March 24th, 1785, (chap. 1128.) The
Comptroller General was directed to
form complete hists of the persons en-
titled to such lands, annexing thereto
their rank, and the gquantity to which
they were respectively entitled, and
lay the same before the Supreme Ex.
ecutive Council. And by the act rela.
tive to donation lands, passed April
17th, 1795, (chap. 1845) he was fur.
ther directed to form complete
lists of the persons entitled to re-
ceive Donation lands whose names
were not included in the list referred
to in his last report under the act of
1785, and to transmit the same to the
Land officers, or one of them.

Duties were enjoined on these offi-
cers respecting the settlement of John
Nicholson’s accounts, and also on the
Comptroller-General  respecting the
payment of taxes on his lands on which
the state had a lien, but these laws
are entirely obsolete,

By an act of the 5th of April, 1797,
(chap, 1948,) ¢ muking appropriations,
and enjuining certain duties on the
Comptroller and Register-General and
State Treasurer, &c.*” it wus enacted
that the Comptroller and Register-Ge-
neral should have the like power to set-
tle and adjust the interest due upon
certificates issued under the authority
of the 4th of April, 1792, (chap. 1616,
before cited,) and  under the same
checks and limitations, as they had in
the settlement of other accounts, but
no interest Lo be allowed after passing
this act,

Also, the like power to settle with
every person and persons, for supplies
furnished, services rendered, or debts
in any ways contracted, for the dis-
charge of which appropriations were
made, by this act as were vested in
them by the said actof April 4th, 1792,
and under the same checks and limi-
tations as were provided for them in
the settlement of other accounts; but
they were not to allow more thun three
dollars a day for services rendered in
laying out roeds, or four dollars a day
for procuring information, respecting
intrusions by Connecticut claimants.

They were also to report to the Le-
gislature the first week of the next
Session, the progress they had made
in the settlement of John Nicholson’s
accounts,

The State Treasurer was directed to
state, in his annual veport, the name

of every purson for whom warrants. ach of Apes

Auctioneers to settle and pay quar-
terly—and the Comptroller-Gencral
was directed to proceed against those
who were delinquent, inthe same man-
ner ag in other c.ses.

By an act entitledd “ a supplement to
the severa) acts passed to provide for
the settlement of the public accounts,”
passed February 9th, 1801, (chap.
2165,) the Comptroller and Register-
General were vested with the same
powers in the settlement of allaccounts,
and compelling payment of the balan.
ces, found due to the commonwealth,
which were directed to be settled with
the Legislature or Governor, by the
several acts which had heen passed
since the act of April 4th, 1793, as

they had by that act; and they were

directed to call upon all persons for a
settlement, who had drawn monies
for which they were accountable, and
who had not accounted : and in case of
the death of the person indebted, on
his executors or representatives ; and
they, or either of them, when they or
he conceived there was a necessity,
was authorized to compel the said exe-
cutors or representatives, to deliver up

the books und papers of the deceased,

so far asthey related to the trans-
action in question, &ec.

The Secretary of the commonwealth
directed to furnish the Comptroller and
Register-General with an account of
all the contracts entered into between
the commonwealth and individuals, and
companies, with.the reports respecting
the same. ) :

The Secretary of the commonwealth
‘was also directed to place in the hands
of the Attorney-General all the con-
tracts which had not heen complied
with, who was to proceed thcreon,,

&¢. .

March 29th, 1802, (chap, 3258,) rela-
ted merely to the receipt of certain
certificates from individuals, supposed
to be the property of John Nichol-
son.
~ The act of April 5th, 1802, (chap.
2280,) merely related to expenses in-
curred under the Connecticut intru-
sion act. i :

The master warden enjoined to ex-
hibit his accounts, quarterly, lo the
Register General, tobe settled as other
accounts, by the 8th section of the act
of March 29th, 1803, (chap. 2358,) for
establishing a board of wardens for the
port of Philadelphia, &c. The same
duty is enjoined on the board of war-
dens, yearly, by the 4th section of the

were drawn, and the nature of the empowering the board of wardens to

debt they were to discharge respec-
tively,

v

collect a certain duty on tonnage, &c.
which act is limited to seven years,

1782.
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On the 4th of April, 1803, (chap.

bompmed 9384,) un act was passed making cer-

tain appropriations, and to epuble the
Governor t» negociate certain Joung,
&e. by which the Governor was author-
ized to borrow from any of the bunks,
50,000 dollars, to be repaid in three
months, und to pledge bunk and defer-
red stock for the repayment. He was
directed to repay this loan, at the end
of three momhs out of bank dividends,
and other vaonies then in the Treusury,
which were appropriated for that pur-
pose; with this loan the Governor was
directed to discharge a debt due to the
bank of Pennsylvania.

The Governor was also authorized to
negociate a further loan, not exceeding
100,000 dollars, to discharge certifi-
cates issued for the compansation of
Pennsylvania claimants {or lands in the
seventeen townships of Luzerne coun-
ty, at wn iuterest not exceeding six
per cent. payable half yearly, and to
pledge bauk und deferred stock, as
aforesuid, tor the repwyment: and if
such loan could not be procured, then
to sell so much of the deferred stuck
of the United Swates, the property of
this state, not exceeding 100,000 dol-
lars a3 should be sufficicnt to discharge
such certificates; provided the sale
could be made at par. o

The sum of 24,132 dollars and 52
cents were appropriated out of the
Tunds for the support of government,
for the puymentof certain’ certifivutes
issued in pursuunce of the before cited
act of April 4th, 1792, and sundry ex-
penses of the Exccutive department,
and public offices, and fur one thousand
copics of Carey and Bioven’s Rdition of
the Laws, and a debt due for sundry
ztmewspapers furnished b the Lepisla-
ure, i

The Secretary of the commonwealch
was directed to lay before the next
Gencral Assembly,” a particular ac.
count of the expenses of the Executive
depurtment.

The warrants to he drawn by the
Gavernor for the monies appropristed
by this act, were to be under the same
regulations and restrietions, as direct.
ed by law in other cases,

All thé powers and duties vested in
the Comptroller and Register-General
and Governor by the act to fucilitate
the settlemiont” of the accounts of
fg:m‘;lr md present County Treusurers,
F(:bl'ua::l?ﬁcf Staie  taxes, passed
c‘{tende'd‘{)‘ l 1802, were renewed and
B Hre I ol vear from the passing
of this act - and they were directed to
(i @ statement of their proceedings

therein before the Legislature on the
first day of January then next.

(By the act of Febiuary 5th 1802.
(chap. 2223.) the Comptroller and Re-
gister-General were directed to recom-
mend to the Governor competent
agents for adjusting the accounts of
County Treasurers.—Notice to be given
by them, twenty days previous to the
time the agents were to attend in any
Caunty, where such accounts were to
be adjusted. County Treusurers,
Commissioners or Auditors refusing to
exhibit their books and papers, several-
Iy, to forfeit on conviction, not less
than 300, nor more ¢han 1000 dollars,
The agents were to be furnished with
the necessary documents by the ac-
counting officers, before the 1st gof
May 1802, They were to proceed
when directed by the Comptroller and
Repister-General, and were  vested
with all the powers of those officers so
far ay reluted to the adjustment of the
said accounts 3 and scttlements made
by them to have the like effect, wnd be
subject to the like appeals and restric-
tions as are provided by the act of
April 4th, 1792.)

The new loun certificates  issucd
under the act of Murch 1st, 1786, still
outstanding, were to be redeemed in a
certain prescribed manner @ and the
Comptroller-General was directed to
deliver to the State Treasurer, all such
certificates of six per cent.—deferred
six por cent.—and three per cent.
stock of the United Stutes, which he
hud reccived, or shoald receive from
the late Comptroller-General, for the
purpose of exchanging the said certi-
ficates issued under the said sct : und
any law wuthorizing the Govornor to
sell any of the stock of the United
Stutes, the property of this State, wus
repealed.

The Comptroller and Repister-Ge-
neral, or either of them, were autho-
rized and directed to jnuspect and ex-
amine, as often as they thought neces-
sary, the sccounts of the State Trea-
-surer on the books of the Bank of
Penngylvania, and to adjnst and settle
the said accounts, in stich manner, oud
under the like restrictions and regula-
tions as other accounts.

And, by the act of Apeil 3d, 1804,
(chap. 2511,) the Comptroller-General
was enjoined forthiwith to cause ull de-
linquent debtors to the stalz to be
called upon, and peoceeded against for
the recovery of  all balances due to the
commonweulth, and to call on the com-
missioners of the different counties 10
‘collect the arreurages of stule twses
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which the respective commissioners
were authorized and required to do,
and after having deducted any appro-
priations which may have been made
in their respective counties, to pay the
residue into the treasury of the state.

And it was malde the duty of the
Comptroller and Register-General, at
least once in every year, to inspect
and examine, oot only the treasurer’s
accounts with the bank of Pennsylva-
nia and its Branches ; but also such
books, papers and documents in the
office of State Treasurer, as they
should think necessary, respecting the
receipts and expenditures of public
monies, and ulso to examine the amount
of cash reserved in the treasury, to
meet occasional demands; and if the
State Treasurer should refuse to ex-
hibit his buoks, papers, and documents,
or the monies reserved n his office us
aforesaid, he forfeited 2000 dollars to
the use of the commonwealth, to be xe-
covered as sums of equal amount are
recoverable.

The Brigade Inspector to account
with the Comptroller-General, (now
Auditor General. See the militia law.

© The act of April 4th, 1805, (chap.

2611,) recites, that by an act pussed
March 27th, 1789, and an act passed
April 4th, 1803, and the first sec-
tion of this act, the commonwealin
hiad amply provided for the redemption
of the certificates, commonly culled
new lomis, issued under the uct of
March 1st, 1786 ; and had provided by
an uct passed April 4th, 1796, as well as
by sundry preceding nots, funds fully
adequate to the redemption of all the
funded debt certificates, depreciation
certificates, and the six per cent. and
three per cent. purparts issued under
i1s authority, end smple time had been
allowed to the holders for redemption,
it became the duty of the Legislature
to provide by luw, for closing the ac-
counts of the commonwexlih in respect
of sucli certificates 3 it thercfore en-
acted, that all such of the above de-
seribed  cerrificates, outstanding, as
should not be presented to, and depo-
sited with the Register-General, on or
before the second Tuesduy in January
1807, should not afterwurds be re-
veived by him, nor redeemcd by the
State, but sre declured to be forever
irvedeernable. . ’
Aud as suflicient time had bean al-

Jowed, and wdequute provision hereto-

fore wode, tor redemption of the bills

of eredit issued under the authority of

Jhe acts of 1781, wnd 1785, it further
provided, thut such of the suid bills of

credit, now outstanding, as should not
be paid into the State Treasury under
the laws heretofore enacted,. on or be-
fore the second Tuesday of January
1806, should not thenceforth be ve-
ceived by the State ‘[reasuver, but
should be torever irredecmable,

All warrants drawn on the Treasurer
under this act, by the Governor, were
to be drawn in the usual manner.

The Register-General was directed
to furnish annually to the Legislature,

‘not only the amount of unfunded cer-

tificates issned within the year, and the
names of the persons to whom they
were granted, but also upon what ac-
count they were issued, and that the
Secretary of the land office, Surveyor,

‘Receiver, Comptroller and Register

Generals, and State Treasurer res-
pectively should exhibit to the Legis-
lature, annually, a statement of the
manner in which any extra appropria-
tions, which may be made for their
respective departments, have been ap-
plied, and also a detailed statement of
the contingent expenses of those de-
partments.

By an act to enforce the collection
and settlement of Tavern Licences &ec.
passed April11th, 1807, (chap.2858.) the
ComptrollerandRegister-Generalure di-
rected to proceed without delay against
every delinquent county (reasurer, in
arrear for tavern Licences, und militia
exempt {ines.

The county commissioners are re-
quired to enforce the collection and
payment of all militia exempt fines,
incurred and due, on or before the se-
cond Monday in January fur exch pre-
ceding year, and to make return, on
oath or affirmation, to the Register-
General, of the whole amount of the
militia exempt fines, insertedin the du-
plicates of each year, annually, under
the penalty of five hundred dollars,
each, t be recovered by the Comptrol.
ler-General in the usual manner,

Thé county ‘Ireasurers arc directed,
annually, to settle and pay over all mo-
nies received by them on account of
miliia exempt fines and tuvern Licen-
ces, andd pay the sume into the State
Treasury on or before the first Mon-
day in February succeeding the said
fines and Licences becoming due, un-
der the penalty of five hundred dol-
lurs ; and on neglect of such settle-
ment and payment the Comptroller
and Regisier General shall proceed
aguinst them, and if they neglect to
preceed, for thirty days, after the said
first Monduy of February, they are
made liable to the whole amount chay-

1782.
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ged against the county Treasurers res-

\ y Dectively.

It is made the duty of every Sheriff
to account for, and pay over yearly, all
fines and forfeitures received by virtue
of their offices, under the penalty of
double the amount, for every neglect
or refusal.

The Register-General is directed, in
his annual reports to the Legislature
to make a correct stutement of,the
amount of licence monies and exempt
fines due from the respective counties,
and the names of the county Treasu.
rers, together with the amount of such

" licence money and exempt fines as

have been paid into the Treasury for
the preceding year,

No receipt for any money, directed
by law to be paid into the State Trea-
sury, shall be available, unless signed
by the Treasurer, or some other per-
son duly authorized by him, and for
whom he shall be responsible

By an act of Feb’y 25th, 1808, (chap.
2922,) the State Treasurer was re.
quired to subscribe all the old six per
cent.—deferred,~and three per cent.
stock, the property of this state, to the
stock of the United States, agrecably
to the provisions of the act of Congress
passed supplementary to the act en.
titled ¢ An act making provision for
the redemption of the whole of the
public debt of the United States?

The commonwealth having honoura.
bly discharged all her debts and obliga-
tions, and {he duties of the accounting
department being considerably dimin-
ished, and the certificates and bills of
credit reédeemed or extinguished, it
was thought expedient to simplify the
department, and to reduce its expenses.
An entire change has, thercfore, been
made, and while all the necessary pow-
ers are preserved, the arrangement is
lessintricate, and the public duties faith.
fully performed by fewer hands, with

‘equal responsibility.

Thus, by the act entitled “ An act
making » new arrangement of the trea.
sury department, and enjoining certain
duties on county commissioners,” pas.
sed March 17th, 1809, (post.) it ig
enacted, that from and after the 1st day
of May, (1809,) there shallbe an'officer
appointed to be called the Auditor-Ge-
neral, who shall he invested with all
the powers now possessed by the Regis.
ter-General, and shall perform all the
duties enjoined by law on that officer,

except Lierein otherwise provided for, .

and the offices of Comptroller and
Register-General ghall then be abolish«
cd; and all the books and papers in the
Comptroller-General’s office, belonging

to the accoumtant and treasury depart-
ment, which have any connexion with
the unsettled public accounts, shall be
deposited in the office of State Trea-
surer, and the remaining books, papers
and documents ‘in the Comptroller-
General’s office, the accounts ot which
are clused and finished, and which are
no longer necessary in the transactions
or management of the fiscal concerns of
the stute, and all the books, papers and
records in the office of the Kegister-
General shall be deposited in the office
of the Auditor-General ; together with
the treasury warrants whicih may be
then in the office of the Comptroller-
General, until they be respectively cal-
led for; and it shall be the duty of the
Proihonoiaries, Sheritts, Treasurers,
and all officers or other persons, whose
duties by the existing luws require a
return fo be made to, or settlement
with the Register-General, the sume
shull be made to the Auditor-General,
at the same time, and in the same man-
ner as is now required by law,

It shall be the duty of the State Trea«
surer to examine and revise all settle-
ments made by the Auditor-Generul ;
and if he approve thereof, shall coun-
tersign such settlements, and return
the same, with all the accompanying
vouchers, to the Auditor-General 3 but
if they disagree in the settlement of any
account, the disagreemen: shall be set-
tled in the manner previously directed
by law, in cuse of disagreeinent be.
tween the Comptroller and Register-
General, with hke appeal to persons
conceiving themselves apgrieved,

‘When any account shall be settled,
whereon a balance shall be found due
from the commonweulth, and money
remaining 1 the treasury previously ap-
propriated by law, for its pxyment, the
Auditor-General shall draw his warrant
on the State Treasurer, for the amount
thereof, who shull pay the same; but
if no such appropriation shall have been
made, by law, for its payment, the
Auditer-General shall make veport
thereof to the House of Representa-
tives, if in Session, if not, then during
the first week of the next session, that
provision may be made by law for its
payment; and no unfunded certificate
shall hereatter be issued on any account
whatever, . .

The State Treasarer shall pay all sa-
laries annuities and pensions, which ave
or shall be fixed by law ; and muke all
other payments which are or shall be so
fixed by law, a3 that the sum to be paid
cannot be affected by the settlement of
any account, nor increased, nor dimin-
ished by the discretion of the Auditor
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or Freasurer : And the Treasurer shall
open and keep regular accounts of all
the payments he shall make ; and in his
settlement with the Auditor-General,
prodlece the receipt of the purty to
whom the mouey was by law payable,
or the receipt of his agent or represen-
tative, properly authorized to receive
the same, as a voucher to prove the
payment of the money.

All the powers znd duties, vested by
Jaw, in the Comptroller-General, for
the collection of public monies due to
the commonwealth, and for sending for
persons and papers, not herein before

enumerated, and in force on the 1st of .

May, 1809, ave transferred to, and vest-
ed in the State Treasurer,

The Auditor-General to procure a
seal of office, and all papers certified
by him under seal of office shall be
legal evidence in Courts of Justice. -

The Auditor and Treasurer shall
annually exhibit their accounts and
vouchers on which settlements shall
have been made, to & joint committee
of both houses of the Legislature,
whenever a committee for that purpose
shall be appointed, who shall be autho-
rized to investigate the same, and
make report to their respective houses.

The Auditor-General to give securi-
ty to the commonwealth, for the true
and faithful performance of the trust
and duties enjoined upon him, in the
sum of 5000 dollars, and the obligation
shall be recorded in the office of the

. Secretary of the commonwealth. The
Governor to approve of the security.

The Auditor Generalto be appointed
for three years from the ficst of May,
but shall be removed from office by
the Governor, on the address of both
houses of the Legislature ; and shall
receive a salary, yearly of $1333 dol-
lars and 33 cents, in quarterly payments.

Appeals to be tried in the Common
pleas, (ante.) -

The county commissioners respec-
tively arc enjoined, under the penalty
of 100 dollars, to certify the name of
the Treasurer of the proper county,
with the date of his appointment, with-
in thirty days thereafter, to the State
‘Treasurer. .

Such part of any acts, hereby alter-
ed or supplied, is repealed.

Having given a general view of the
powers and duties of the accounting
officers, vested in and enjoined upon
them, by various acts, from time to
time, it may also facilitate the re-

. searches of the curious enquirer into
the general policy and economy of the
commonwealth to exhibit a summary
of the accounts and revenues under

various laws, generally not mentioned
in the foregoing statement.

Bills of credit were cmitted as fol.
lows.—

" March 20th, 1777, An ac: for emit-
ting the sum of two hundred thousand
dofars, in bills of credit, for defence
of the state, and providing a fund for
sinking the sume, by a tax on all
estates, real and personal, and on all
taxables, (chap. 741.) Supplement
thereto, October 13th 1777, (chap. 746,)
revived and continued, December 5th,
1778, (chap. 812)—now obsolete : see
chap. 1459. infra.

March 28th, 1780. Act for striking
one hundrved thousand dollars, in billst
of credit, for the present support of the
army, and for establishing 2 fund for
%h% certain redemption thereof, (chap.

96.) .

April 7th, 1781, Act for emitting five
hundred thousand pounds in bills of
credit for the support of the army, and
for establishing o fund for the redemp-
tion of the same, (chap.928,) altered
and repealed in pavt by act of April
18th, 1782, (chap. 967.) See chap.992.

March 16th 1785. Act for furnishing
the quota of this State towards pay-
ing the annual interest of the debts of
the United States, and for funding and
paying the interest of the public debts
of this State, (chap. 1126.—By this
act one hundred and fifty thousand
pounds were emitted in bills of credit.
For part of which sum, a Loan Office
was established, viz. fifty thousand
pounds, by act of April 4th 1785, (chap-
1148.)—to which there was a supple=
ment passed, Sept’r 10th, 1785, (chap.
1163.)—ultered and amended Novem-
ber 27th, 1787, (chap. 1317.)

The act of March 16th, 1785, wasin
part repealed by an act passed April
9th, 1791, (chap. 1549,) eatitled an act
granting relief to certain creditors of
the State, and for repealing part of an
act &c.—~By which the State stood
pledged to the creditors of this State,
who subscribed to the Loan proposed
by congress, to pay interest on that
part of the subscribed debt, termed
the deferred debt, until congress
should provide for the payment there-
of : and certificates were to be given
for that purpose—Interest on such cer-
tificates, and others, on which interest
was payable, to be paid half yearly—
Treasurer to make entry of such certi-
ficates &c. and so much of the actof
Maurch 1785, and of any other act, as
authorized the levying and collecting a
tax of £.76,945,17, 6. yearly was repeal-
ed, (See theact of Apeil 4th, 1805.
ante.)

1782.
Ay
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March 23d, 1778, An act passed for
calling in the bills of credit issued by the
Legislative authority of Pennsylvania,
under the sanction and authority of the
crown of Great Britain &ec. (chap. 780.)
A supplement to this act was passed,
May 25th, 1778, (chap. 789,) to include
the bills of credit emitted September
30th, 1775, to which the original act
did not extend. They were to be ex-
changed for congress bills, which were

“made alegal tender, &e.

June 1st, 1780, (chap. 90L) Anact
passed for funding and redeeming the
bills of credit of the United States of
America and for providing means to
bring the present war to a happy con-
clusion, ¢

This act was founded on a resolve of
congress of the 18th of March 1780,
and pledged the State for the redemp-
tion of her quota of the congressional
emission of bills of credit, usually de-
nominated dollar money.—By a supple-
ment passed December 19th, 1780,
(chap. 910.) Provision was made for
levying the States quota (1,250,000
dollars) by taxes on the city and coun-
ties respectively.—See chap. 992. By an
act of March 17th, 1786, (chap. 1201,)
to provide for payment of principal and
jnterest of such bills emitted pursuant
to aresolution of congress of March
18th, 1780, and the act of June 1st,
1780. The Treasurer was directed to
receive these bills, and to pay them,
respectively, either in specie, orin bills
of credit of the year 1783, and appro-
priated the principal and interest of
the Loan Office mortgages of the year
1773, for that purpose. By act of
March 224, 1788, (chap. 1329.) Ail the
bills of credit, emitted in pursuance of
the said act of 1st June 1780, which
then were, ov therestter might be in
the Treasury of the State, were direct-
ed 1o be destroyed. By an act of the
22d of Novémber, 1788, (chap. 1374.)
that part of the act of 17th Muarel,
1786, by which the redemption of the
bills <vas limited to the 1st Jupuary,
1789, is repealed. By o reselntion of
the Legislature, passed April 10th
1791, provision i3 made for settling the
balance of the dollar money, in posses-
sion of the general government ; wnd
by the act of the 10th of April, 1792,
effectual provision was made for the
redemiption and payment of these and
other bills, (chap, 1635.)

. The act fur fucilitating  the redemp-
tion of the bills of credit emitted in the
year i781, und for redeeming part of
the funded debt of the $tate by the
speedy cullection of arrearages due for
nnpatented Linds &e. passed March

28th 1787, (chap. 1272,) and the acts
of March 20th, 1788, (chap. 1337,)
March 21st, 1789, (chap. 1391,) and
March 29th, 1790, (chap. 1491,) con-
nected therewith, will be detuled in
the notes to the laws respecting the
Lund-Oifice. N

Mareh 1st,1786, (chap. 1191.) The act °

was passed for the further relief of the
public creditors, who are citizens of
this State, by receiving on Loan cer-
tain debts of the United States of Ame-
rica, and for funding the same, and for
paying the annual interest of such
loans, and the interest of certuin debts
of this State every six months, (see
chap. 1126, supra.) By an act of March
28th 1787, (chap.1271,) the loan here
opened was extended to continental
Loan Office certificates issued in the
States of New Jersey and Delawure to
citizens of this State. But by an act

passed March 27th, 1789, entitled *An

act to repeal sn much of any act, or acts
of Assembly of this commonweulth, as
directs the payment of the new loan
debt, on the intervest thereof, beyond
the first day of April next e it was
enacted that the interest due, and to
become duc and payable, upon all and
every the certificates, issued by the
Comptroller-General in pursuunce of
the acts of March 16th, 1785.—~arch
1st,1786 und Murch 28th, 1787, or either
of them, should be paid up, so as to
complete the payment of interest fo
four years ; and so mach of every act,
as directed or secured the payment
of the principal sum, in said certifi-
cates, or any of them mentioned, or
the interest thereof, beyond the term
of four yewrs, was repealed : and a
provision was mude for re.exchanging
the continentul cextificutes for the
new loan certificates, respeeting which,
additional regulations were jutrodaced
by the act of April 1st,1790, (chuap.
1405.) Ser o supplement to the act
of Barch 27th, 1789, passed Septem-
ber S0th 1791, (ehap. 1583.) see slso
the uct of March3Vik, 1791, (chap.
1551,
Thc)re-exclmngc was necessary-——And
in the case of Respublica v, Nicholsan, in
the Supreme Court, Decewber 1795,
it was held that the new loan certifi-
cates issued under the nct of March
1786, were not state debts subscriba-
ble as part of the assumed debt to
the Loan proposed by congress under
their sct of” August 4th, 1790, nor re-
decmable under the act of Assembly
of April 10th, 1792. MSS. Reports.
On the 1st, of March, 1780, (chwp-
869.) an act was passcd {orthe more
elfectual supply and honourable reward

ol
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of the Pennsylvania troops, in the
service of the United States of Ame-
. rica.~—~And on the 18th December,
1780, (chap. 909) an act was passed
to settle aud adjust the accounts of
the troops of this State in the service
of the United States, and for other
purposes therein mentioned.

This latter act provided for settling
the depreciation of the pay of the Penn-
sylvania line, and state navy; and for
issuing depreciation certificates for the
amount. Those certificates were de-
clared to be receivable in payment for
confiscated estates, and unlocated
lands ; provision was made to pre-
vent transfers of the certificates of pri--
vates, unless attested by the command-
ing officer of the regiment ; and a scale
of depreciation was established for
making this settlement.—The settle-
ment was completed, and all the cer-
tificates issued in consequence of it,
hiave, at subsequent periods been re-
deemed or paid—See chapters 930, 944,
960, 977, 996, 1013, 1025, 1155, 1181,

1199, 1208, 1295,1635, 1642, 1764, and

the act of April 4th, 1796, (chap. 1891.)
See also the act for the better sup-
port of public credit, &c. by an im-
mediate sale of lands, &c. (city lots;
&c.) passed April 10th, 1781, (chap.
931,) amended by an act passed April
Tth,” 1807, (chap. 2815) See title
City Lots in the General Index.
‘With respect to the settlement of
public accounts, see the following acts
September 2d, 1778, (chap. 795.)
December 5th, 1778, (chap. 813.)
March 31st, 1779, (chap. 824.) These
related to the accounts of the late com-
mittee and council of safety, and were
all repealed and supplied by an act to
compel the settlement of public ac-
counts, passed March 1st, 1780, (chap.
871,) to which a supplement was pas-
sed May 30th, 1780, (chap. 898.)
These were again repealed and sup-
plied by chap. 959, (the act inthe text.)
The actto compel certain persons
entrusted with public monies by or for
the use of this' commonwealth, to ac-
count for the expenditure of the same,
and to pay such parts thereof as they
shall be chargeable with into the State
Treasury, passed April 2d, 1779, (chap.
827,) was also repealed by chap. 871.
. Act for settling the public accounts
of the United States of America, March
20th, 1783, (chap. 1009,) and an act to
carry into immediate effect the resolu-
tions of the United States, in Congress -
assembled, for adjusting the claims
of individuals of (hisx commonwealth

Yor. IL B

against the seid United States, was
passed December 1st, 1734, (chap.
1107,) by which the Executive was
empowered to appoint two commission-
ers, in addition to those appointed by
congress, for the purpose of expeditin
the settlement of the cevtificates an
claims of the citizens of this state
against the United States, and powers
were vested in them, similar to those
under the preceding chap. 1009, This
act was repealed March 30th, 1785,
(chap. 1140.)

April 15th, 1791, (chap. 1560,) com
missioners were appointed to superin-
tend the settlement of the accounts of
this state with the United States,
which ceased, by the act of April 8th,
1793, (chap. 1662.)

February 4th, 1801, (chap. 2163,) an
act was passed to facilitate the settle-
ment of the accounts of former and
present county Treasurers, for arrears
of state taxes, which was repealed and
supplied by an act of the same title,
passed Feb’y 5th, 1802, (chap. 2223,)
which was renewed and continued for
one year by tha 8th section of an act
passed April 4th, 1803. (chap. 2384.)

A previous act had been passed to
provide for ascertaining the arrearages
of taxes, April 17th, 1795, (chsp.
1831,) which was continued till Janu-
ary 1st, 1797, by a supplement passed
March 17th, 1796, (chap. 1868.)

March 21st, 1783, (chap, 1010,) act
for providing for the quota of Federal
supplies for 1783, and for the relief
of the citizens, who have become cre-
ditors of the United States of America,

-by loans of money, or other modes of

furnishing public supplies,—supplement
thereto, September 25th, 1783, (chap.
1041.) A

Uhited States® certificates were pro-
hibited from being received in the
Land-Office in payment for lands, by
act of November 20th, 1789, (chap.
1456.)

And on the 21st November, 178?,
(chap. 1457,) an act was passed to limit
the time of exhibiting cluims against
the state for supplies furnished, or
services rendered during the late war,
The period fixed was January 1st
1791.

The act forthe support of: govern-
ment, making the excise on wine, rum,
brandy and other spirits more equal,
and preventing frauds in the collecting
and paying the said excise, passed
March 91st, 1772, (chap. 656,) was
amended and continued, by an act pas-
sed April 6th, 1781, (chap. 926,) bui

1782,
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was repealed September 21st, 1791,
(chap. 1571.)

A Loan-Office was established for
the sum of five hundred thousand dol-
lars, April 11th, 1793, (chap. 1686.)
which was repealed, so far as it had

not been actedd on, April 18th, 1794,

(chap. 1739.) ;

April 17¢h, 1795, (chap. 1838,) the
governor authorized to vest the unpro-
ductive monies of this commonwealsh
in certain description of public debt.
And see the act to encoursge the pa-
tenting of lands passed April 4th, 1805,
(chap. 2605) Auction duties to be
vested in steck, March 4th, 1807,
(chap. 2757,) see the act for the im.
provement of the state, by which other
fundsare tobe vested in stock, March
21st, 1808. (chap. 2930.) All surplus
money in the Treasury, exceeding

For the bills of credit, emitted pre«

- vious to the revolution—See chapters,

261, 267, 274, 289, 300, 319, 353, 363,
406, 412, 513, 656, 672, 698, 713,
which will be found in the titles pre-
fixed to this volume.

With respect to the Luzerne contro-
versy, and the powers and dutjes vest-
ed in and enjoined on _the accounting
officers and issuing and redeeming cer-
tificates relating thereto, seethe act of
April 4th, 1799, (chap. 2042,) and
15th March, 1800, (chap. 2157.)

See also the following titles, “in the
General Index.

State 'Ireasurer—County Treasurer
~—County Rates and Levies—Auditors
~—Auctions—County Commissioners—
and Taxes.

The Comptroller-General has no pow-
er to settle demands arising from torts,

20,000 dollars, from time to time, to
be vested in stock, see the act of March
20th, 1810. :

For loans to the state, and invest.
ments of money in numerous incorpo-
rated companies—see Index.

or the wrongful acts of any of the offi-
cers of the state  Black and others, ex-
ecutors of Newbold v. Rempublicam
Supireme Court, April 1792, MSS. Re-
ports, -

el @i

CHAPTER DCCCCLXIV.

A SUPPLEMENT to an act, entitled < An act to alter and amend
an act, entitled “ An act for the effectual suppression of public
auctions and vendues, and to prohibit male persons, capable of
vearing arms, from being hawkers and pedlars.”

Sect. 1. WHEREAS the commissions or recompence, al-
lowed to the auctioneers for the city of Philadelphia, the Northern-
Libertics and the district of Southwark, respectively, for the ser-
vices by them performed, by virtue of the act of Assembly, entitled
“ An act to alter and amend an act, ' entitled “ An act for the effec-
tual suppression of public auctions and vendues, and to prohibit
male persons, capable of bearing arms, from being hawkers and ped-
lars,” passed the twenty-third day of September, in the year one
thousand seven hundred and eighty, have been remonstrated against
by the merchants, traders, and others residing within the said city,
liberties and district, and are deemed more than adequate or neces-
sary: And whereas the exigencics of government require immedi-
ate additional funds, for the support thereof :

Srct. 11, Be it therefore enacted, by the Representatives of the
Lreemen of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assem-
bly met, and by the authority of the same, That the auctioneers of
the eity of Philadelphia, the Northern-Liberties and the district of
Southwark, respectively, may and shall, from and after the passing
of this act, have and reccive, for their expenses and trouble in sel-
ling any property at public auction, collecting the money, and pay-
ing over the same without loss, the following allowance or reward,
and no more; that is to say, for houses, lands, tenements or real
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