ACTS

OF THR

General FAgsembly of Penngploania,

Passed in‘the seventh General Assembly—the first Session of
which commenced October 28th, and ended December 4th,
1782. The second commenced January 15th, and caded
March 22d, 1783.—And the third commenced August 14th,
and ended September 26th, 1783. ;

1782. FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG, srmaxts,

CHAPTER DCCCCLXXXIX.

An ACT to prevent the erccting any new and independent state
within the limits of this commonwealth.

‘Scer. 1. WHEREAS, by the separation of the thirtcen Uni-
ted States from Great-Britain, the commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hath become a sovereign and independent state, and, in consequence
of such separation, a government, established solely on the autho-
rity of the people, hath been formed ; and it being evident that
.every county hath, by the constitution, or by laws enacted for that
purpose, an incontestible right to send deputies to represent them
in the General Assembly, and that they have exercised that right,
they being now actually represented in this Ilouse ; therefore all
the inhabitants of this commonwealth, as they are under the pro-
tection of its laws, are bound by and do owe allegiance thercto :

Sectr. 1. And whereas great exertions have been made for the
defence of the frontiers, and large sums expended therein, not-
withstanding the embarrassments and difficulties under which the
commonwealth hath and still doth labour in its finances :

SEcT. 111, And whereas this commonwealth is indebted to the
late Proprietaries of Pennsylvania in a large sum of money, payable
at the end of the war, and each and every county ought to contri-
bute its just part or proportion for that end, and the unlocated lands
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within this state are and always have been considered a valuable 1782.
fund towards paying and discharging the said debt: (c)

SecT. 1v. And whereas, notwithstanding the premises, this
House hath received information that divers ill disposed persons
setting at naught every principle of public virtue, and pursuing
their ambitious and interested views, have caused great uneasiness
among the good people of this stote, by manifesting the most crimi-
nal design of setting up a distinct state or government within this
commonvwealth :

Sect. V. Be it therefore cnacted, and it is hereby enacted by
the Represeniatives of the Freemen of the commonwealth of Penn--
Sylvania, in General Assembly met, and by the authorily of the same,
That if any person or persons shall crect or form, or shall en- Persons

erecting or

deavour to erect or form, any new and independent government, aitempting
within the boundaries of this commonwealth, as described in the new gover-
charter, and scttled between this state and the state of Virginiz, o
such person or persons, being thereof legally convicted in any court fopved®
of Gyer and Terminer, shall be adjudged guilty of high treason.  Fii, o .

Secr. vi. dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, sons
That if any person or persons shall set up any notice, written or %, 10508
printed, calling or requesting the people to meet together for the fntstomeet
design or purpose of forming a new and independent government purpose;
as aforesaid, such person or persons, and all others who shall assem-
ble themsclves for that purpose, in consequence of such notice, shall
be adjudged guilty of high treason.

Seer. vii dud be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

"That if any person or persons, at any meeting of the people con- gadvising
vened for the purpose aforessid, or for any other purpose, shall mali- 21y, meeting
ciously and advisedly recommend or desire them toerect or form people.
any new government in any part of this state, independent of the v Seo o
present, or shall read to them any new form of a constitution, with constitution
~design to induce them to adopt the same as a new and independent geses Uheet
constitution, every such person or persons, being thereof legally # seet-®!
convicted, shall be adjudged guilty of high treason.

Brcr. viin Provided always, and be it further enacted by the
authority aforesaid, 'T'hat nothing contained in this act shall extend, Provisore. |
or be construed to extend, to the dispute now subsisting between dispute’ -
the state of Pcnnsylvania and the state of Connecticut, respecting Bomnsyiva-
-their limits, boundaries or jurisdiction. ('d) Connecicat.

[Sect. 1x. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That if any person or persons shall commit any offence against this Jfenders
act, every such offender shall be tried in any county within this act may be-
commonwealth, if the Supreme Executive Council shall think pro- county with.

. . . . in th -
per to order and direct said trial to be had in any other county, mon\:'sea?t)lxlz
. than that in which the offence may have been committed.t B epeze
1785, chap,
1157.]

(¢ Provision was finally made for pronounced by the commissioners ap-
paying this debt by un act of the 9th pointed in pursuance of the 9th article
of April, 1791, ("Note 1o furmer &%, )  of the confederation, at Trenton, on
“(d) This dispute was settled in  the 30th of December, 1782, (" Note
favour of Penusylvania, by a decree  to former editicn, )
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1782.  Srct. x. dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforcsaid,
\~~— That any persoun or persons, who shall oﬂ"f:nd again:st this act, and
Tensley o shall be thereof legally convicted, by the evidence of two sufficient
agsinst tis witnesses, in any court of Oyer' and Terminer within this com-
- monwealth, he or they shall be adjudged guilty of high treason,
and shall suffer death ; and his or their estate is hereby declared to

be forfeited to this commonyealth.
SecT. x1. And in order the more effectually to prevent the mis-
chiefs, which this act is intended to guard against and remedy, Be
Coucit en. 1t €nacted by the authority aforesaid, That the Bupreme Executive
abled to call Council shall be, and they are hereby, enabled to call out the militia
oo of such counties, as they may think necessary to prevent or sup-
e e press any attempts to set up a new and independent government,
Bis %% . 3p any county or counties within the boundaries of this common-

wealth, as above mentioned.

» Paised 3d December, 1782 —~Recordad in Law Book No. IL pa. 33,
{

(") Respecting high treason in generul, see ante, vol. I, pa. 435, chap. 72%
and the notes thereto subjoined.

e § s

CHAPTER DCCCCXCVIL

dAn ACY for the sale of certain lands therein mentioned, for the
purpose of redeeming and paying off the certificates of deprecia-
“tion given to the officers and soldiers of the Pennsylvania line,or
their representatives ; and for appropriating certain other lands
therein mentioned for the use of the said jfficers and soldiers, to be
divided off to them seoerally at the end of the war. (f)

Sect. 1. WHEREAS it was enacted by alaw of this common- -
wealth, passed the eighteenth day of December, in the year of our
Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty, entitled” « An act
to settle and adjust the accounts of the troops of this state, in the
service of the United States, and for other purposes therein men-
tioned,” That the certificates of depreciation given to the officers
and soldiers of the Pennsylvania line should be receivable at the
Land-Office of this state, equal to gold and silver, in the payment of
the purchase money of unlocated lands, if the possessor or posses-
sors of the same should think proper to purchase such lands.

Sect. 11. Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by
the Representatives of the Freemen of the commonwealth of Penn-

sylvania, in General assembly met, and by the authority of the same,

the land e . f H
appropriacd tions of the law aforesaid, there be, and hereby is, located and laid

For th : .
8 off a certain tract of land, as follows ; beginning where the western

Description 'That for the more speedy and effectual complying with the inten-

.. () By an nct of the 24th of March, sell the lots in the firat regerved tract s
1785, the mode of distributing the do-  and by an aet of the 28th of Sept. 1791
nation lands mentioned in the fifth sec-  the Governor was directed to lay out &
11on wag prescribed 5 by an act of the town, and sell the lots in the secon
Jlth of September, 1787, the Execu. reserved tract, mentioned in the second
tive was dirccted to lay outw town,snd  section of this act. (" Note to, former cilita
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