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1#85. of 1781 and 1785. ‘Therefore, be it ary next,(1806,) shall not thenceforthbe
S enacted, &e that such of the said bills  received bythe state treasurer, but shatl

of credit us are now outstanding, as
shall nol be paid into the state treasury
under the laws heretofore enacted, on

for ever be irredecmable; any law or’
laws now in force to the contrary not-
withstauding.”

or before the second Tuesday of Janu-

el G

CHAPTER MCXXVIIL

An ACT for directing the mode of distributing the donation lands,
© promisedto the tronps by this commonwealth.

Srct. 1. WHEREAS the General Assembly, by a resolution,
passed the seventh of March, one thousand seven hundred and -

cighty, did resolve upon certain allowances of land to be given by
this state to the officers and privates of the Pennsylvania line, as
therein particululy specified : And whereas, by an act of Assembly
passed the twelfth day of March, one thousand seven hundred
and eighty-three, a certain tract of country, therein described, was
located and set apart, exclusively, for the purpose of fulfilling the
aforesaid grant: - Therefore, in order that the persons to whom the
said allowances were made may have the same distributed to them
respuctively, and legal titles granted, vesting in them the right
‘thereto : '

SucT. 11, Be it enacted and it is hereby enacted by the Represen-

tatives of the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennsylania, in
Depueysur. General Assembly met, and by the authority of the same, 'That the
yorereta e Surveyor-General shall forthwith appoint deputies, such as shall
tolayoffthe l,e approved of by the Supreme Executive Council, for the purpose
truct of Jand 0f surveying and laying off in lots the said tract of country ; which
into dis. . P o e
tricts, deputies shall, severally, give bond to the state, with sufficient se~
curity, in the sum of eight hundred pounds, conditioned for the
faithful performance of the dutics of their office, and shall follow
such directions and instructions, as they may, {rom time to time,
s+ receive from the Executive Council and Surveyor-General,

Sect. 111, And whereas difficulties may arise in determining the
cascs to which the said grant of lands, by the aforesaid resolution,
shail extend, and whether the same doth also include the graat of
lands promised to the army by Congress.

Secr. 1ve Be it further enacted by the authority gforesaid,
euatledto That wil officers and soldiers of the Pennsylvania regiments, or of
lands, independent corps, acknowledged by this state as of the quota of

Pennsylvania in the federal army, and officers, being citizens of this
- stute ac the time of their entering into the service, not attached to the
line of any state,  who have served therein until the end of the
Luwe war with Great-Britain ; and all officers, as aforesuid, who have
been devanged by the regulations and arrangements of the army, ac-
cording to Jhe uct of Congress, passed October, one thousand seven
hundred and cighty, or at any subsequent period of the war, toge-
ther with the widows and children, or either thereof, of such officers
and privates uforesaid, as were slain inbattle, or died in the service,
shall be, and they are hereby entitled to lands, according to the pay and
rank they held last before they left the said sexvice, in the proportions
laid down in the resolution aforesaid.

‘Who shall be
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SxcT. v. And whereas the General Assembly, by their resolutions 1785,
of the twenty-first of March, one thousand seven hundred and ‘eee=
cighty-three, did declare, that the honourable the Baron Steuben,
late Inspector-General of the American army, should be entitled to
recejve from this state a grantof lands, equal to a Major-General
of the Pennsylvania line, and that Lieutenant-Colonel Tilghman
should be entitled to a grant of lands, equalto a Lieutenant-Coloncl
of the same line. And whereas, by resolutions of Assembly of the
twenty-first of February, one thousand seven hundred and eighty,
and the twenty-third of December; one thousand seven hundred
and eighty, and by an act of Assembly passed the twenty-second
day of December, one thousand seven hundred and cighty-one, the
troops therein directed to he raised were promised like proportions of
land with the Pennsylvania line :

BrctT. v, Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, Oterper
That the said Major-General Baron Steuben, Kieutenant-Colonel ticularcir-
[ilghman, and the aforesaid officers and soldiers of the troops, tahecntie”
raised by virtue and in pursuance of the aforesaid resolutions of the 1
twenty-first of February and twenty-third of December, one thou-
sand seven hundred and eighty, and the aforesaid act of the twen-
ty-first day of December, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-
one, shall also be, and they are herchy, entitled to lands, according
to the pay and rank they respectively held last before they left the
service, in the proportions aforgsaid. ‘

Sect. vit. And be it enacted by the autkority aforesaid, That que waneor
the said grant of lands by this state shall not include the donation of thestate noc .

y . . to affct any
lands promised by Congress as aforesaid, nor shall’it be construed gram oro-

. . . . mised '
so as to affect or invalidate the claim of the said troops therecto. Congress.

S8ect. viin. Provided nevertheless, That no person shall be enti- zands notta
tled to any lands, agreeable to this act, by virtue of any promotion jefiios
or rank obtained by brevet or other commission, unless he hath ac- brevetoniy
tually been allowed pay agreeable thereto by the United States.

Secr. 1%, And be it further enacted by the authority aforsaid, thecomp-
That the Comptrollér-General of this state shall, and he is hereby Zeieits

furnish the
directed forthwith to form complete lists of the persons entitled to Exjcutive

. . > B with a com~

receive lands, agreeably to this act, annexing thereto their rank, and Bleto list of

the quantity to which they arc respectively entitled, and shall lay the sitled to do-

same before the Supreme Executive Council, who shall thereupon ™™

give orders to the Surveyor-General, thathe may instruct his depu-

ties what number of lots to survey, and in what quantities to lay

them off.

rI‘lS)".CT. X. dnd be it Jurther enacled by the authortiy aforesaid, ;o o
1at the lots shall be of four descriptions, one to contain five hun- jandto be

dred .. dividedinto

tred acres each, another three hundred acres each, another two fou deserip

lu}ndred and fifty acres each, and another two hundred acres each, Fiits G

with the usual allowances; that a quantity equal to what may be ne- fentgua.

cessary for the Major-Grenerals, Brigadier-Generals, Colonels, Cap-

tuins, and two thirds of the Licutenant-Colonels, shall be laid off

into lots of five hundred acres; a quantity equal to what may be

necessary for the regimental Surgeons and Mates, also for the Chap-

lains, Majors and Ensigns, into lots of three hundred acres each;

4 quantity cqual to what may be necessary for one third of the

Lieutcnunt—Cblonels, and for the Sergeants, Sergeant-Majors, and
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1785, Quarter-Master-Sergeants, intolots of two hundred and fifty acres ;
‘e~ and a quaniity equal to what may be necessary for the Lieutenants,
Corporals, Drummers, Fifers, Drum-Majors, Fife-Majors and Pri-
vates, into lots of two hundred acres each; and that the Surveyor-

Qualifiwtion General, and every of his deputies, respectively, shall, before 'they -

veyorand  proceed to the execution of the duties prescribed by this act, take

Tespectingan and subscribe an oath or affirmation, that, in laying off the lots as
mpartl

o v aforesaid, he will not"choose out the best land, either as to quality

thequality * or situation, to favour any one of the foregoing four classes of lots,

gdithe 1o the prejudice or injury of the others, nor of this state; and in
" runming the boundary lines of the lots, the Surveyors, respectively,

shall cause the same to be well defined, by marking the trees¥on the

Tines at small distances, and particularly the angles and corners, and

on the northwestern corner tree of each lot shall be marked, in Ro-

man figures, the number of the lot, and if the said corner should

be a post, then the said number to be marked on a tree in said lot,

most contiguous thereto, and shall transmit copies of their field notes,

with the draughts and returns, into the Burveyor-General's of-

fice. .

Deputies to SecT. x1. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
sumber the 'Lhat the Surveyor-General shall give such instructions to his several
frosser of & deputies, concerning the numbering of the classes of lots, respec-
gally. tively, as that they may succeed each the other in numerical order,
and that each of the said classes shall commence with the number
one, and proceed on numerically, and that no two of the same class
of lots shall bear the same nurnber.
Whenthe  SECT. X1t And be it further enacted by the ~authority aforesaid,
ey avlad Phat when a sufficient number of lots shall be surveyed, and return-,
sghallbe e €d to the Surveyor-General, he shall cause a draft to be laid down
vhole s _of the whole, noting on each the number thereof, which shall be
phcasions  kept by the Supreme Executive Council, until after all the applications,
be deporited agreeable to this act, shall have been satisfied, and afterwards shall

ihe Mol be safely depositéd in the office of the Master of the Rolls, asa

’ public record, to serve, to all intents and purposes, in lieu of re-

cording the patents, any law, custom or usage, to the contrary not-
withstanding. .

Themoleof  SECT. XIxle And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

Goribuiiog, That the Supreme Executive Council shall cause numbers, corres-

lowery, 2= pondent to each of the four classes, to be made on pieces of square

she rankof -white paper, as nearly of an equal size as may be, and the said

P numbers separately and carefully, in their presence, to roll and bind

up well with silken thread, as uniformly as possible, and deposit the

same in four wheels, like unto lottery wheels, to be by them provided

at the expense of the state for that purpose, which wheels shall be well

turned round, before any applicant shall be permitted to draw there-

from, and the same shail be frequently afterwards repeated ; that

the said wheels shall be kept in sate custody, under the direction of

_ a committee of three of the members of the Supreme Executive

Council, to be chosen by the Board from time to time, and sealed,

-except when drawn from; that the said committee shall- judge and

determine on the right of every applicant to receive grants of land

under this act, allowing an appeal to the Supreme Executive Council,

inall cases of doubt and difficulty, whose decision thereon shall e

*

-~ - ——
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final and conclusive, and having approved thereof shall admiteach 178%.
applicant, by himself or order, (except in cases where alienation is “wrv=='
prohibited before the distribution of the lands,) if a Major-General,
to draw four tickets from the wheel containing the numbers on the
five hundred acre lots; if a Brigadier-General, three tickets from
said wheel; if a Colonel, two tickets from said wheel ; if a Lieu-
tenant-Colonel, one from said wheel, and one, from the wheel con-
taining the numbers on the two hundred and fifty acre lots; if a
Surgeon, Chaplain or Major, two tickets from the wheel containing
the numbers on: the three hundred acre lots ; if a Captain, one ticket
from the wheel containing the numbers on the five hundred acre lots 3
if a Lieutenant, two tickets from the wheel containing the numbers
on the two hundred acre lots; if an Ensign, or Regimental Sur-
geon’s. Mate, one ticket from the wheel containing the numbers on
the three hundred acre lots 3 if a Sergeant, Sergeant-Major, or Quar-
ter-Master-Sergeant, one ticket from the wheel containing the num-
bers on the two hundred and fifty acre lots; and if 2 Drum-Major,
Fife-Major, Drummer, Fifer, Corporal, or private céntinel, one
ticket from the wheel containing the numbers on the two hundred
fcre lots. » )

Szct. x1v. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, . commir-
That the said committee shall make report, from time to time, to IS forereix

. N the numbeis
the Supreme Executive Council, of the numbers drawn for or by drawa 10 the:

cach applicant, and the President or Vice-President in Council shall g}”ﬁg&gﬁ%
then, forthwith, cause to be filled up and sealed with the state seal, sue patentes
and signed and delivered, patents for the lots respectively, corres-
ponding to the number so drawn, which patents shall be provided
and printed at the expense of the state, in sufficient quantitics, upon
parchment, in manner and form following, viz. ‘
"THE Supreme Executive Council of the commonwealth of Penn- Formof the
. . . patents.
sylvania, to all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting:
KNOW ye, that in consideration of the services rendered by
in the late army of the United States, (or in the

service of this state, as the case may be,) there is granted, by the
said commonwealth, unto the said a certain
tgact or parcel of land, lying inthe county of
(describing the particular bounds of the land, and the number it
bears,) with its appurtenances, unto the said
his heirs and assigns, for ever, (here insert the usual tenure and
reseryation.) In witness whereof his Excellency Esq.
President, (or, if absent, the Honourable Esq.
Vice-President,) of the Supreme Executive Council, hath here-
unto set his hand, and caused the state seal to be affixed, the

day of in the year of our Lord
and of the commonwealth. o
Attest, Secretary. :

And the Supreme Executive' Council shall insert in the general Names to bet
draught, and within each lot, thé name and rank of the person for Heion, =
whom it was drawn. . S

Szer. Xve dAnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Feesallowed
That the following fees shall be allowed for surveying, draughting §?§.‘“”“’ )
and returning, as herejn before dirgeted, and no other, that is to
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1785, say; for every lot of five hyndred-actes, three pounds; every lot
\wiy~t of three hundred acres, two pounds; every lot of two hundred and
fifty acres, and every lot of two hundred acres, one pound ten
shillings; which allowance shall include all expenses of chain-bear-
© .ers, markers, and other charges, to be paid by each applicant, in
proportion to his lands, previous to his being admitted to draw.
And whereas the term of two years, limited in the law passed
March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, appears to
he too short for making all the applications, a considerable part
thereof having since elapsed :
Thoperiod [Sect. xv1. Therefore, be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted
applications by the authority aforesaid, 'That the said term shall be extended, to,
extended continue until the expiration of one year after the Sutveyor-Gene-
ral shall have returned to Council the draught of the lots laid down,
as herein before directed, of which return public notice shall be
immediately given by Council, in the newspapers, and the drawing
and patenting shall then forthwith commence. ]
Aftorthe ve - [Suer. Xvil. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
riod allowed. f P o P B
forapplying 'Lhat, immediately after the termination of the period allowed for

Heresidue Making applications, as aforesaid, the Supreme Executive Council

of e lanes, shall cause the remaining lots, and the residue of the lands appropri-

fortheuscof ated as aforesaid, which may not be applied for, to be laid off, ad-
vertised and sold, within a reasonable time, under their direction,
for the benefit of the state; and that all certificates shall be receiv-
able in payment of the purchasc money thereof, which are now re-
ceivable at the Land-Oflice for the purchase moncy of lands sold by
this commonwealth, agreeable to law.

Sect. xvirt. And whereas the lines of the westernand northern
boundaries of this state are not yet run, and the lands appropriated
for the army, and herein directed to be surveyed, extend thereto:
Therefore, in order to avoid interferences, by surveying lands with-
out the lines of this state,

Tands e SecT. X1X. Be it enacted, and" it is hereby enacted by the au-

o oma tharity aforesaid, T'hat the SBupreme Fxecutive Council shall direct,

gnd northen 3y such manner as may be best, that the lands remote from the said

bo firgy sur- boundaries shall be first surveyed, until the said lines shall ba

' run, for the completion of which measures are already taken by the
state.

A t EGT. XX i 't be itz ~esai
fn sgentto, Sect. xx. dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

toexplore ~ 'That an agent, duly qualified, shall be appointed’ by the Supreme

B 7 Executive Council, who shall proceed immediately, and explore the

Hisduty-  country to be laid off, agreeable to the directions of this act, noting
the quality of the land in the several parts thercof, the hills, moun-
tains, waters, creeks, marshes, uplands, bottom land, &c. and such
other occurrences as may deserve notice, with their situation and
distance, but particularly the parts of the land which he may deem
unfit for cultivation.

Healif.  Srer. xx1. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

™y That the said agent shall take and subscribe an oath or aflirmation,
before the Supreme Executive Council, well and truly to execute
the business hereby entrusted to him, without partiality or favour,
either to the state or any individual, and for his services and ex-
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penses herein, he shall be allowed at the rate of one pound and ten
shillings for every day he shall be so employed.

SecT. xx11. Provided ahvays, 'Yhat the length of time charged Jotiohs
by him shall not exceed four months ; and the Supreme Executive louger than
Council shall draw for such part of his pay, to enuble him to pro- angldgmgdbe'
ceed on the business, as may to them seem proper. Vanee.

Sect. xx111. dnd beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, His remada,
That the remarks, notes and description ot the country, made by ed. ¥
the said agent, as before directed, shall be published as soon as pos-
sible, under the direction of the Supreme Ixecutive Council.

Scer. xx1v. dnd be it further enacted by the uuthority aforesaid, The whole
That the Surveyor-General shall appoint such a sufficicnt number try to he sur-
of deputies, in manner aforesaid, as to have the whole tract of 1t ey,
country surveyed and returned to him on or before the first of Febru- ™
ary, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-six: And ii uny de- Delinguent
puty, soas aforesaid appointed, who shull accept thurcot, shall not besuid.
have returned the surveys assigned him within that period, his bond
shall be put in svit immediately after, to be recovered by the Attor-
ney-General, for the use of the commonwealth: And the agent to The agentto
be appointed, as directed by this, act, shall also report to the Sur- Su);veyt;r-
veyor-General, from time to time, if any of the deputies neglect, *=° "
or unnecessarily delay, the performance of their duty.

Passed 24th March, 1735.—Recorded in Law Book, No. II. pa.464. (n )

1785.
W

(m_) See chap. 996, ante. pa. 62,
the donation district deseribed, sect. 5,
and the time for making application
fixed by sect. 7. Butthis has beensince
extended by various acts, ("vide infra. )

§ 8. Oflicers and soldiers not to sell
their shares of land until actually sur-
veyed : and every such sale to be null
and void, to all intents andt purposes.

Ponation lands shall be and remain
exenipted from taxation, for and during
the life of the officer and soldier re-
celving them, unless the same shall be
aliened or transferred to any other per-
son. Vol. 1, pa. 489, and ante. chap.
1126, pa. 287,

By a supplement to this act, passed
30th of Sept'r, 1791, (chap. 1581,) af-
ter reciting, that since the boundary
line between this state, and 1he state
of New.York had been run, it appear-
ed that s number of surveys had fallen
within the state of New-York, &c.—
The Surveyor-General was directed to
asceriain and report to the governor,
as soon as might be, what number of
patents hgad‘ been granted for lands of
the description aforesaid, had fallen'in
the state of New-Yurk, together with
the number of acres contained in each
patent, and the names of the persons
who obtained the same; and the go-
vernor was requested to cause the same
{0 be printed, and notice to be given to
all persons concerned to apply hefore
the 1st of December (then) nest, on

which day the Surveyor-General was
directed to ascertain by lot, in such
manner as should be prescribed by the
governory the ordeyr of priority, accord-
ing to which the persons who should
apply should proceed to choose other
}:mdé, instead of those they had thus
ost. -

§ 2. Applicants to choose other tofs
of like guantity, out of’ any of the tracts
in the donatioh districts already survey-
ed, and not otherwise disposed of,

§ 3. New patents to issue without
fees ; provided no individual shonld he
entitled to receive such patent, until he
had previously retnrned the patent for-
merly granted to him for lands that had
fallen in the state of New2urk, that the
sune might be cancelled, and had also
given a quit claim to the commonwealth
for any compensation he might be enti-
tled to, on aceount of his loss.

Aud by an act pussed 10th of April,
1792, (chap 1633,) all persuns who were
entitled 1o the benefit of the above sup-
plement, were allowed to apply for the
same betfore the Ist day of July (then)
next.

§2. The Surveyor-General's report
respecting the putentees in the tenth
district, was dirvected to be reprinted,
&e.

And, further, by an act passed 5th
of April, 1793, (chap. '1660,) the offi-
cers of the Land-Office were directed
forthwith to procecd and ascertain, by
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Iot, a sufficient number of lots, corres~
ponding in the number of acres to the
several lots of donation lands which had
been drawn by a number of persons,
late officers and soldiers, &ec. “which
were found to lie within the state of
New-York, &e. and the several persons
whose donation lols had fallen into the
said state, who had applied and drawn
for their priority of choice, agreeably
to the manner prescribed by the go-
verpor, were entitled to choose a lot oy
ots containing a like quantity of acres
with the lot or lots they had lost, out
of any of the lots drawn as aforesaid;
and all persons who were entitled to
the benefits of the supplement of 30th
of Sept’r, 1791, who had not applied
before the 1st of July, 1792, and drawn
for their priovity of choice, were seve-
rally entitled to make choice of a lot ox
lots containing a like number of acres
with the lof or lots they may have lost,
as they shall apply for the same, agd
upot such choice being made, patents
to issue in the usual form withour fees;
provided the former patents be return-
ed, and quit claim as aforesaid,

And by an act passed 23d of Feb’y,
12301, (chap. 2183.) The Comptroller-
General was directed to furnish to the
secretary of the Land-Ofiice, a list of
the names of those persons, whose lots
{ell into the state of New-York, who
had received no equivalent; and also a
list of the number of lots reserved in
lieu thereof, agreeably to the act of 30th
of Sept’r, 1791, to which wene to be
added, eight lots to be taken from the
undrawn Jotg in any distritt such appli-
cant should choose, not alveady appro.
priated, from which lots the said persons
should choose otherlots instead of those
they had lost, and to have priority in
the order they applied ; provided such
application was made within three years
after passing this act: And if any fraud
should be suspected by the secretary of
the Land-Office, or if any difference
should avise between applicants, the
Board of Property were to investigate
and decide as in other cases. And it
was made the daty of the secretary of
the Land.Office, to call on any attorney
applying,.to declare on oath or affirma-
tion, that he had no interest in the
claim, otherwise than to serve the ap-

. plicant,

By o supplement to the sevgral acts
for distributing donation lands, passed
6th of April, 1792, (chap. 1626.) The
land officers were divected, on the 2d
day of July (then) next, to draw lots
for every person entitled to donation
Iands, who had not received the same,
agrecably to the list submitted by the

Comptroller-General to the Executive
Councily in the same manner as if the
persons entitled were present, ang un-
der the same regulations that were pre-
scribed by the act in the text ; save on«
ly so far as the same relates to duties
to be performed by certain members of
the Supreme Executive Council.

§ 2. Patent to issue to applicants
within two years from passing this act

§ 3. Any lands unapplied for within
the term of two years to be disposed of
agreeably to the regulations of the act for
the sale of vacant lands within this com-~
monwealth.

The same provision is contained in
the second section of the act of §th of
April, 1793, before cited.

And by the 2d section of the act of
23d of Feb’y, 1801, before cited. The
Comptroller-General was directed to
furnish. the secretary of the Land-
Office with a list of the names of all
those persons, who had theretofore
drawn lots, under the former laws di~
recting the manner of distvibuting the
donation land, and who had not re-
ceived patents for the same, together
with the number of the survey and dis-
trict which had beer drawn opposite to
their names ; and it was made the du-
ty of the secretary of the Land.Office,
on application, to cause patents to issue
for the lots respectively corresponding
to the numbers sp drawn; which pa-
tents were to be provided and printed
upon parchment, at the expense of the
state; and upon any apprehension of
fraud, or if any difference should arise
between the parties applying, the Board
of Property wae directed to decide as
in other cases.

§ 3. The Board of Property was di-
recied to proceed on all applications
made, or to be made, by persons in-
tended to be embraced within the pro-

-visions of this act, in the same manner

ag is directed by the 13th séotion of the
act in the text; and ‘when the lots shall
have been so drawn as aforesaid, the
secretary of the Land-Office, on appli-
cation made within the time, and in the
manner prescribed by the first section
of this act, was directed to grant pa-
tents to such persons, under the inspec-
tion of the Board of Property, in the
same manner as the Executive Council
was directed by the above recited act,
apd without any charge of office fees.
Provided that nothing in this act con~
tained, shall be construed go as to de-
feat or impair any right to donation
Jands, acquited by persons entitled to
the same, who had not yet received
any equivalent, and who had applied
within the time, and in the manner pre-
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seribed by the several acts theretofore
passed for the distribution of donation
lands.

By an act entitled ¢ An act relative
to donation lands,” passed April 17th,
1795, (chap. 1844,) the Comptroller-
General was directed forthwith to form
complete lists of the persons entitled to
receive dopation lands agreeably to the
act_in the text, whose names weve not
included in the list contained and refer-
red to in the last report made by him
under the suid act, and to aunex chercto
their rank, and the quantity of land to
which they were respectively entitled,
and trangmit the same to the land offi-
cers, or one of them, who were divect-
ed to contract with some person to pre=
pare tickets under their inspection, as
thereinafter directed, for all and every
the officers and soldiers entitled to
shares in said donation lands, whose
tots had not been drawn. And the in-
cidental expenses were provided for.

§ 2. And the person so employed,
was to cause numbers corresponding to

each of the four classes mentioned and

described in the tenth section of the
act in the text, to be made on pieces of
square white paper, as nearly of an
equal size as might be, and the said
numbers separately and cavefully, in
the presence of said land officers, to
roll and bind up well with silken thread,
as uniformly as possible, and deposit the
same in four wheels similar to lottery
wheels, to be by the said land officers
provided, at the expense of the stute,
for that purpose, said wheels to be well
turned round before any applicant should
be permitted to draw therefrom, and
the same to be frequently afterwards
repeated ; the said wheels to be kept
in safe custody by the said officers un.

er seal, except when drawing there-
from; the said officers to draw out of
said wheels all the ticketa for the draw-
ing of which all the said officers and

soldiers entitied to draw the same,

ghould not attend for that purpose, by
themselves or agents, Provided, that
no greater number of tickets should be
prepared and put into the wheels, than
should amount to the number of tick-

ets to which the officers and soldiers

should be entitled, who had not there-
tofore drawn their lots, And the pro-
g:;t\:;:‘n, or rgfmber of tickets to be
s accordin

iy iy g to rank, was then

§ 3. As so0on as the
ished, the said land
make report to the
numbers drawn for, o
entitled to shaves of

drawing was fin-
officers were to
governor of the
t by, each person
the said donation
hwith to cause to

be filled up and sexled with the state

Vor. Il; . ’

seal, and signed and delivered, patents
for the lots respectively corresponding
to the numbers a0 drawn, said patents
to be provided and printed at the ex-
pense of the state, and to be expressed
in t}:\e form prescribed by the act in the
text.

§ 4. The legal representatives of any
person deceased were entitled to all the
advantages and emoluments of this act,
and to draw lots in said lottery in the
sane manner, and with the like cifect,
that they might bave done if living, and
also to have lots drawn for them if abe
sent, in the manner above provided.

§ 5. And ag the terms limited by law
appeared to he tuo short, togive oppor-
tunity to all persons entitled to shares
in said land, to make application fox
the same, the term was continued for
one year after the expiration of this act;
persons beyond sea, or out of the United
States, at the time of passing this act,
Lo be allowed two years from the pas-
sing thereof: and all pexsons who, at
the time of passing this act, were offi-
cers or soldiers in the United States
army, were to be allowed three years
from the passing thereof, to make theit
claim ag aforesaid.

§ 6. After the expiration of the re-
spective periods for making application
ag afovesaid, so wmuch of the domation
lands, for which no application shall have
been made, may be disposed of in suckh
manner, gs the legislature SHALL TN F9-
TURE &y law direct., :

The time farther extended by act of
20th of March, 1797, (chap. 1917.)

Extcnded to st of September, 1799,
by act of 11th of April, 1799, (chap.
2070.) By the second section of which
‘wct, before any claim was to be allowed,
the same was to be presented to the
Comptroller General, Register General
and State Treasurer, who were to in-

quire into the lawfulness thereof, and -

whether the same remained unsatisfied,
and thereupon to transmit to the secre-
tary of the Land-Office a certificate,
stuting that the claim ought to be al-
lowed or rejected, as the case might
be, which certificate was to be conelu:
sive. )

§3. The land-officers were divected
to advertise in certain papers the time
limited for presenting claims for dona.
tion lands, and to proceed nfter_ thf: said
1=t of Septewnber, to draw lots in favour
of all such claimants, as should have
duly received as aforesaid a certificate
of allowance from the Comptroller
General, &c. upon the principles, in the
manner and with the powers speciiied
in the act of 17th of April, 1795,

§ 4. On the Ist of May, 1800, The

‘powers herein given were i Gease, e

2r
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fots for donation lands were afterwards
to be drawn, and the residue of the
donation lands were to revert to the
state, and be disposed of in such man-

ner, “ as SHALL be directed by law in

relation to other lands, the property of
the state.”

Time extended to three years after
93d of February, 1801, by the before
cited act of that date, (chap. 2183.)

‘By an act entitled ¢ An act to com-
plete the benevolent intention of the
legislature of this commonwealth, by
distributing the donation lands to all
who are entitled thereto,” passed 2d
of April, 1802, (chap. 2276.) The pre-
amble of which states; That some of
the late officers and soldiers, &c, had
not received their donation lands ; and
it had been represented, that amongst
the lots in the 10th donation district,
which the owners bad released as be-
ing in the state of New-Yvré, and for
which shey had received other lots in
lieu thereof, many were still in Penngyl-
dania, and” also that a number of lots
might still be found within the bounds
of the donation surveys, not numkered
or returned as denation lots, nor other-
wise appropriated, -

§1, It was made the duty of the
1and officers to ascertainthe number of
donation lots returned of each descrip-
tion, which yet remained undrawn and
not _otherwise appropriated, or which
having been drawn, had not been ap-
plied for in the time prescribed by law,
and to cause numbers corresponding
with each lot of the several descrip-
tions, according to the quantity of land
allowed to each grade of officers, &c.
1o be made on separate pieces of paper,
a8 nearly of the same size as might be,
to be cavefully put in small boxes, equal
to the number of different grades which
might be yet unsupplied, and on appli-
cation of each person for their respec-
tive donation, the said land officers,
after being satisfied of the justice of the
claim, weré to cause the box contain-
ing the tickets representing the guan-
tity of land to which the applicant
might be entitled, to be shook, so as
to mix said tickets, and to draw or
cause to be drawn therefrom, one or

‘more of the numbers so deposited, as

should be necessary to complete the
quantity which such applicant might
be entitled to; and inlike manner to
proceed on each and every application,

‘and the person first applying to be en-

titled to the ficst draft, and immedi-
ately after drawing to proceed to issue
a patent or patents for the respective
lots so drawn, free of all expense, ex-
cept the enrolling fees ; Provided, That
1o lot 0 be drawn, or patent to be is-

‘sued in pursuance of this act shall in-

terfere with, or defeat any prior title,
which may have been acquired undex
the authority of any former law.

2. The Surveyor-General was au-
thorized to divect a survey to be made
at the expense of the state, so as to as«
certain with accuracy, all lots within
the 10th district, reported to have fall-
en into the state of New-York, and as
such released, and which may still be
within Pennsylvania, or in the triangle,
and to procure returns of all other lots
included in the geneval drafts of any
donation district, and not otherwise ap-~
propristed, and to divide large into
smaller lots, which released lots, or
other lots, as soon as the surveys were
made and returned, were to be used to
supply the boxes mentioned in the fore~
going section, with a sufficient number
of tickets, to carry the design of this .
act completely into effect,

§3. The Board of Property is autho-
vized to exercise the same powers
relative to donation lands asin other
cases.

§ 4. The secretary of the common-
wealth directed to deliver all books and:
other documents in his possession, re-
lative to donation lands to the land of-
ficers. v

*§ 5, On satisfactory proof being made
to the Board of Property, by the widow,
heir ot heirs of any deceased officer or
soldier, it was made the duty of the:
Board to direct a patent or patents Lo
issue in the usual way, in favour of
such widow, Aeir or Aeirs, for such do-
nation lands, snd on the same condi-
tions 18 the officer or soldier would, if
iiving, be entitled to.

6. No application for donation lands
hereafter to be admitted; and no pa-
tent for such land, already applied for
to be granted, unless such patent is
demanded within one year after pas-
sing this act, .

The foregoing-act continued for one
year by the act of 1st of April, 1802,
(chap. 2373.) . )

Further continued till 1st of April,
1805, by act of 20th of Mavch, 1804,
(chap. 2476.)

By sn act passed 25th of March,
1805, (chap. 2560.) It was made the
duty of the land officers to take out of
the wheel all tickets for donation lots
situate in the easternmost piurt of tie
second donation district, commonly
called Siruck districs, which tickets slu:\ll
not again be put in the wheel, but said
1ands shall be reserved for, and grante
to those who may have settled the sam®
agreeably to the act of 3d of April,
1792, and all such ‘settlers who shall
fully comply with the conditions of said
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act, and subsequent acts relative to the -

disposal of the vacant lands within this
commonwealth, shall obtain patents for
the same, in the usual manner, and the
officers of the Land.Office, on the ap-
plication of any person holding donation
lands by patent, within the bounds
aforesaid, or within that part usually
called the triangle, and the applicant,
or applicants aforesaid, releasiog his,
her or their patent, or patents to the
commonwealth, shall have another un-

. appropriated lot or lots of equal quan-
tity ; which said lot, or lots shall be
patented to the person or persons so
releasing, in the usual manner and free
of expense.

§2. This act, and the foregoing act,
(chap. 2276,) of April 2d, 1802, (ex-
cept the limitation clause of the said
last recited act,) were to cortinue in
force until the 1st of April, 1806,

The act of 25th of March, 1805, was
annually continued in force, and by the
act of 4th of April, 1809, the limitation
was further extended until the Ist of
April, 1810. " Since which period there

has been no further extension ; and the

offices are now closed against any ap-,
plication for donation lands, .

By an act passed 11th of March,
1809, in. consequence of a decision of
tlie supreme court in the case of T%o-
mas Grant, the brother of an officer who
was killed in the service of the United
States, during the war, and who was
held to be entitled as heir at law un-
der the 5th section of the act of 2d of
April, 1802, his brother having died
unmarried ; no patent was to issue for
donation lands, after passing this act,
except to the widow or children of any
deceased officer or soldier~

e
CHAPTER MCXXX. :
dn ACT for incorporating the Presbyterian Church of Falling-
: Spring, in the county of Franklin, '

“Passed 25th of March, 1785.~Private act.—Recorded in Law Book No. 1L
page 474.

et § Qs

CHAPTER

MCXXXIV,

An ACT for the limitation of actions to be brought for the inle-
ritance or possession of real properfy, or upon penal acts of As-

sembly.

Sect. 1. WHEREAS it is necessary for the quieting of es-

17885,

tates, and for the greater security of real property, that provision.
.should be made for the limitation of actions to be brought for any
-manors, lands, tenements or hereditaments : - ,
SEcT. 11. Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Represen-
tatives of the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in
General dssembly. met, and by the authority of the same, That, from ntey
henceforth, no person or persons whatsoever shall make entry into 2mrsa&&

- any manors, Jands, tenements or hereditaments, after the expiration afer the "

. of twenty-one years next after his, her or their right or title to the teacstuel,
same first descended or accrued; nor shall any person or persons o, seizin of

- whatsoever have or maintain any writ of right, or any other real or postession
possessory writ ar action, for any manor, lands, tenements or here- ;eoﬁlzl;_c-

. dltaments’ of the seizin or Possession of him, her or themselves, ycm,!gcf%rc
his, her or their ancestors or predecessors, nor declare or allege any H3hv,or any
other seizin or possession of him, her or themselves, his, her or ;O,;;,:f;‘,“
-their ancestors or predecessors, than within twenty-one years next wriorac:

before such writ, action or suit, so hercafter to be sued, commenced Jands, &z, 3

or brought. *
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