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want of which the inhabitants of said county labour under greatin- 17gs,

conveniences : For remedy whereof] R Cmad
Skct. 11. Be it enacted and it is hereby enacted by the Represen-

tatives of the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in

General Assembly met, and by the authority of the same, That it commisions

shall and may be lawful for Benjamin Davis, Michael Rough, John gsappisted

Shields, John Pomroy, and Hugh Martin, of the county of West- piece of land

moreland, or any three of them, to purchase and take assurance, in the c_oeuﬁi;?f
the name of the commonwealth, of a picce of land, in trust for the Yo Bowndae
use of the inhabitants of Westmoreland county: Provided said piece ™**

of land be not situate further east than the nine-mile run, nor fur-

ther west than Brushy run, further north than Loyalhanna, nor fur-

ther south than five miles south of vld Pennsylvania road leading to
Pittsburg; on which piece of ground said commissioners shall erect

a court-house and prison, sufficient to accommodate the public ser-

Yice of the said county. :

[Szer. 111, And be it further enacted by the authority gforesaid, 1y o wm
"That for defraying the charges of purchasing the land, and building hew t0§g t
and erecting the court-house and prison aforesaid, it shall and may wirayeds
be Jawful to and for the commissicners of the said county to assess
and levy, and they are hereby required to assess and levy, so much
money as the said trustees, or any three of them, shall judge neces~
sary for purchasing the said lands, and finishing the said court-house
and prison: Provided that the sum of money so to be raised does . 4y 40,
not exceed the sum of one thousand pounds, current money of this tion of the
state. :

Srcr. 1v. dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, [Repeal of a
'That the act of General Assembly of this commonwealth, entitled P ine
« A supplement to an act for erecting a part of the county of Bed. LChap.200%.1.

. ford into a separate county,” shall be, and the same is hereby, re~

pealed, and made null and void.]
Pgssed 13th September, 1785—Recorded in Law Book No. IIL, page 22,
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CHAPTER MCLXIX.

A ACT to compel the speedy settlement, and the paying or securing
of the debts due to this state for lands held by location or other
office right, obtained before the tenth day of December, one thou-
sand seven hundred and seventy-six, and yet remaining unpa-
tented.

‘ 8zeT. 1. WHEREAS, in and by an act of the Genegal As- [see chap,
sembly of this commonwealth, passed the seventh day of April, ;2?3;(;'?;;,,,,

oune thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, entitled ¢ An act for themoves

emitting the sum of five hundred thousand pounds, in bills of cre- Joneddiole
dit, for the support of the army, and for establishing a fund for the of this acty
redemption of the same, and for other purposes‘thurcm mentioned,” 335?}1:’:'(1 10th
it was enacted and declared, that, together with the guarantee of f’%ito‘ﬂi’.; is,
the honour and faith of Pennsylvania, which was thercby given, so
much as should be sufficient of the arreatages and sums of money

due to this state, for lands theretofore grantes or clpimed by virtue



340

'

1783 of warrants, locations surveys, or any other title, that might be
deemed good and valid according to the law, custom or usage, in
force under the late government, should be, and thereby was pledlged
and declared to be a fund, out of which the bills of credit atoresaid
should be redeemed and cancelled, within the term of five years
from the passing of the said act; that is to say, the one fifth thereof
yearly and every year, until the whole should be redeemed and can-
celled as aforesaid : :

Seer. 11. And whereas, in and by one other act of the General
Assembly, passed the ninth day of April, one thousand seven hun-
dred and eighty-one, entitled “.An act for establishing a Land-Office,
and for other purposes therein mentioned,” it was, among other
things, enacted and declared, that all purchase moncy due for lands
in this state, taken up, or entries thereof made, by any grant, licence,
warrant, application, or office right whatever, before the tenth day
of December, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, should
be paid in to the Receiver-General of the Land-Office, the one fourth
part thereof in one year, one other fourth part thereof in two years,
one other fourth part thereof in three years, and the residuc thereof
in four years, after the passing of the said act, under certain penal-
ties in the said act mentioned, and that on the payment of such pur-
chase money, together with the legal fees of office, patents, duly
executed, should be issued for every such tract or parcel of land:

Sect. 11r. And whereas, in and by another act of the said Ge-
neral Assembly, passed the fifth day of April, one thousand seven
hundred and eighty-two, entitled * An act to vest certain powers in
the President of the state, together with the other officers therein
named, and for other purposes therein mentioned,” it was, for the
reasons thercin mentioned, among other things, enacted and de-
clared, that the said respective times and periods affixed and men-
tioned by the act aforesaid, for the payment of the purchase money
due on the lands aforesaid were and should be enlarged for the space

[chap 983 of two years, over and above the said dates and times respec-
tively s .

Sncr. 1v. And whereas a large proportion of the debts, so as
aforcsaid assigned and pledged as a fund for the redemption of the
bills of credit emitted by virtue of the act first above recited, still
remain duc to the state, and it is just and necessary that the same
"should be duly collected, and that the said bills of credit should be
redeemed and cancelled, according to the true intent and meaning
of the several acts herein before recited :

Szct. v. And whereas, from the scarcity of money yet prevailing

. in such parts of the state as have, till lately, been desolated or dis-
turbed by hostile invasion, some of the persons indebted to the
state as aforesaid may be unable to pay the whole of their respective
debts, within the times limited and deserit:ed by law, aad it is the
desire of the legislature to grant to such persons such further relief
and indulgence, as may he piven consistently with the honour and
interests of the state: Therefore, !

8rct. vi. Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by tiw R‘"‘/”:""
sentaiives of the Freemen of the commonwealth of Froasylvanit
in General Assembly met, and by the authority of the same, That it
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shall and may be lawful to and for all and every person or persons, 1783
who are or shall be entitled, either inlaw or equity, to any lands in ¥

. o1t s - Proceedings,
this state, within the limits of the purchase or purchases made from inthe case ot

the Indians before the declaration of the independency of the Uni- rigu oo

rights aceru-
ted States, by virtue of any grant, warrant, location, or office right gre.
whatsoever, made or accrued before the tenth day of December, in Detewmher,
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six,

upon which a patent or patents have not been issued, and such per-

son and persons are, hereby, severally enjoined and required, as

soon as conveniently may be, to apply to the proper officers of the
Land-Office, and to settle and adjust the sum and sums of money

due to the state, for the purchase of such lands respectively, and to

pay or secure the same in manner herein after mentioned ; thatis to

say, on the settlement and ascertainment of the sum of money

due, for principal and interest, on,any such tract or parcel of land,

the debtor, or party rightfully claiming a patent for such land, may

payv the sum of money so due, or any part thereof, in such manner

as is mow lawful for making such payment, or secure the same, by

giving bond for the whole, or the residue thereof, as the case may be,

to the President of the Supreme Executive Council for the time be-

ing, for the use of the state, conditioned for the payment of the

sum duc, in five equal annual payments, together with the whole in~ .
terest which shall be due on such bond, at each and every of thesaid'
periods respectively, -the first of which said payments shall become

due, and be paid, on or before the tenth day of April, which will be

in the year of our Lord one thousand sevenhundred and eighty-se-

ven, and the said bonds shall be so drawn and construed, as that

each and every of the said annual payments may be prosecuted for,

and vecovered, as they respectively become due, as fully and effec-

tually, as if the time for making the last and final payment were
elapsed ; and upon such bond duly executed being lodged with the
Receiver-General of the Land-Office, he shall eextify the same, and

the party rightfully claiming, shall, thereupon, and on payment of

legal office fees, be entitled to and receive a patent for such lands,

in such manner as if the purchase money were fully paid: Provided ~
always, That such patent shall not be available, so as to entitle the cusus *

cxecute

party obtaining the same, to grant, convey or mortgage the lands or Joigeesef

estate therein mentioned, ather than to the President, for the use of fr seuing.
the state, until the grantee or grantees, therein named, shall have of thepu-
made and duly executed a mortgage for the estate therein granted to ney

the President as aforesaid, for the further securing of the payments

to be made, according to the terms and conditions of the aforesaid

bond, which mortgage the said Receiver-General is hereby autho-

rized and directed to procure and take in every such case, and to
endorse a note of the sum due, and conditions of payment, on the

back of every such patent,

Seet. vit. dnd be it further enacted by the authority cforesaid, g g, von.
That every such mortgage as aforesaid shall be recorded in the of- gages how
fice of the Secretary of the Land-Office, in a book to be provided w0 ."f{f".‘
and kept by the said Secretary, which record shall be as good and *“**
available, to all intents and purposes, as if such mortgage had been
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1783. recorded in any other office or county within this state, any law,
usage or custom, to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding.

Teoreel  Seem. vinn. And beit JSurther enacted by the authority aforesaid,

recording  That the Receiver-General of the Land-Office, for drawidg, taking

bn(r)grdrszgggs and certifying every such bond and mortgage as aforesaid, shall be
' entitled to demand and receive, from the party executing the same,
the sum of seven shillings and six-pence, and no more; and the
Secretary of the Land-Office, for recording and certifying, in the
usual manner, on the back of every such mortgage, that itis record-
ed, shall be entitled to receive, from the said party, five shillings,

_and no more. ; ‘

SrcT. 1% And whereas many of the settlers upon the lands on
the northern and western frontiers of this state have been very great
sufferers by the ravages of the Indians during the late war, and
thereby have, for many years, been prevented from the cultivation
of the lands possessed by them, and it is reasonable, that during
the continuance of the late war the interest accruing upon the pur-
chase money due, and payable as aforesaid, by all actual settlers
on said lands, their heirs or successors, whose habitations were ren-~
dered desolate by the Indians in the course of the late war, should
be exonerated:

Exoners- SecT. x. Be it therefore enacted, anditis hereby enacted by the
zions of in= . . Y
cerestin cer- guthority aforesaid, That all actual settlers residing on the northern
zanoset  and western frontiers of this state, and who have been driven by
the Indians from their habitations in the course of the late war,
they, ot their legal representatives, shall be exonerated and acquit-
ted of the interest accruing upon the purchase money due, and pay-
able as aforesaid, from the first day of January, which was in the
year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, until the first day
of July, in the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four,
provided they respectively pay or secure the purchase money of the
lands by them severally claimed, in the manner and within the time
herein before mentioned : Provided also, That the persons apply-
ing for the benefit of the said exoneration do prove, by the oath of
a credible person, taken before a Justice of the peace for the pro-
per county, or before a membgr of the S\_lpreme E.xecugive Coun-
cil, that the person, in whose right aforesaid benefit is claimed, was,
in the course of the last war, actually driven from his habitation on
the said land through force or fear of the Indians, and that the said
plantation was consequently left without inhabitants. ) )
Limjtation [SecT. xI And be it further enagtcd by the aut/zgrzty aforesaid,
of timefor I'hat if any person oOr persons so entitled, as aforesaid, to any lands
;‘,‘;{’:{}SF for within said Indian purchase in this state, and yet remaining unpa-~
tented, shall refuse or neglect to pay or secure the purchase money,
or arrearages of purchase money, due to thq state, and demand a
patent for the same, in the manner herein before directed, on or be-
fore the tenth day of April, which will be in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, every such person
and persons, so neglecting or refusing, shall be barred and preclud-
ed from the benefit intended by this act, with respect to further time
of payment,and shall be forthwith prosecuted and proceeded against,
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for the monies due on such lands, by sale of the said lands, accord- 1785,
ing to law, without further delay:] Vomd

Passed 16th September, 1785.—Recorded in Law Book No. ITI: page 24.
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CHAPTER MCLXX.

An ACT to establish a ferry from the south-west side of the Mon+
ongahela, opposite to the town of Pittsburghs

Srcr. 1. A PUBLIC ferry established from the south-west
side of Monongahela river, opposite to the town of Pittsburg, and
vested in Jacob Bausman, his heirs and assigns, subject to such
L rates and regulations as the legislature may in future direct.]

Pagsed 16th September, 1785 ~—Recorded in Law Book No. II1. page 24.

Sl 4 Qs Y

CHAPTER MCLXXI

An ACT to re-establish the ancient Corporation of the borough of
Bristol, in the county of Bucks.

Sect. 1. [LETTERS patent to issue from the Executive
Council, to re-establish the ancient corporation; and all the corpo-
rate privileges under the old charter vested in the new officers. "The
qualification of the electors and elected, prescribed.]

Passed 16th September, 1785 ~Recorded in Law Book No. IIL pa. 25
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CHAPTER MCLXXVL
An ACT concerning divorces and alimony.

’ Sect. 1. WHEREAS it is the design of marriage, and. the
wish of parties entering into that state, that it should continue dur-
ing their jointlives, yet where the one party is under natural or le-
gal incapacities of faithfully discharging the matrimonial vow, oris
guilty of acts and deeds inconsistent with the nature thereof, the
: laws of every well regulated society ought to give relief to the in-
\ nocent and injured person:. Therefore,
; Sect. 11. Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Re-
presentatives of the Freemen of the commonwealth of FPennsylva-
b nia, in General Assembly met, and by the authority of the same, ca
\ That where a marriage hath been heretofore or shall hereafter be Saucsof dir

. contracted and celebrated between any two.persons, and it shall be :,*;;tgggg;;*

adjudged, in the manner hereinafter mentioned, that either party

5 at the time of the contract was and still is naturally impotent or in-
- capable of procreation, or thathe or she hath, knowingly, entered

into a second marriage, in violation of the previous vow he or she

made to the former wife or husband, whose marriage is still subsist-

ing, or that either party hath committed adultery, or wilfuland ma-



