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CHAPTER MCCCCKYX. 1789,

- . , Yoo

An ACT to repeal certain parts of an act, entitled “dn dct for rorgina

incorporating the Presbyterian congregation of New-London, in 3525 p
the county of Chesters? V : 1

Passed 24th September, 1789.—Private Act.~Recorded in Law Book No, IIT,
‘ ) page 545. :

t
2, chap.
278,

P B

CHAPTER MCCCCXXXH.

An ACT for dividing the county of Chester, and to erect part theree
: of into a separate county,

Szct. 1. WHEREAS the inhabitants of the borough of Ches-
. ter and the south-eastern parts of the coynty of Chester, have by
their petitions, get forth to the Geeneral Assembly of this state, that
they labour under many and great inconveniences, from the seat of
justice being removed to a great distance from them, and have
prayed that they may be relieved from the spid inconvepiences by
erecting the said borough and south-eastern parts of the said county
into 3 separate county: And as it appears but just and reasonable
that they should be relieved in the premjses,
SecT. 1. Be it enacted, and it is hereby gnacted by the Repres
sentqtives of the Freemen of the commonweglth of Penusyluanig, -
in General Assembly met, and by the authority qf the same, %‘hat allThe counsy
that part of Chester county, lying within the bounds and limits here- erected.
inafter described, shall be, and the same is hereby, erected intog
separate county, that is to say : Beginning in the middle of Bran. f2bowd-
dywine river, where the same crosses the circular line of Newcastle
coynty, thence up the middle of the said river to the line dividi
the lands of Elizabeth Chads and Caleb Brinton, at or near the ford,
commonly called or known by the name of Chad’s ford, and from
thence, on a line as nearly straight as may be, so as not to split ar
divide plantations, to the great road leading from Goshen to Ches-
ter, where the Westown line intersects or crosses the said road, and
from thence along the lines.of Yodgemont, Newtown and Radnor, so .
as to include those townships, to the line of Montgomery county,
and along the same and Philadelphia county line to the river Dela-
ware, and down the same to the circular line aforesaid, and alon‘s
the same to the place of beginning, to be henceforth known an
called by the name of “ Delaware County.” )

SccT. 11t And be it further enacted by the autharity qforesnid, Towmbips
"That all that part of the township of Birmingham, which, by the line running the
of division aforesaid, shall fall within the county of Chester, shall pocuinli
be one township, and retain the name of Birmingham ; and all that -
part of the said township, which, by the division line aforesaid, shall
fall within the county of Delaware, shall be one township, and shall
retain the name of Birmingham ; and that all such part of the towze
ship of Thornbury, which; by the diwision line aforesaid, shall fal
within the county of Chester, shall be one township, and shall xe-
tain the name of Thornbury; and that all such part of the same
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1789. township, which, by the line of division aforesaid, thall fall within
) the county of Delaware, shall be one township, and shall retain the
. name of Thornbury ; until the same shall be altered by the courts

of General Quarter Sessions of the peace for the said counties re-

spectively, -

Righttand  SECT. 1V, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

. prvileges of iphat the jnhabitants of the said county of Delaware shall, at all

couty.  times hereafter, enjoy all and singular the jurisdictions, powers,

rights, liberties, and privileges, whatsoever, which the inhabitants

. of any other county of this state do, may, or ought to enjoy, by the
constitution and laws of this state.

ofthecle.  BECT. V. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

goninthe . That the elections for the said county of Delaware shall be held at

the old court-house, in the borough of Chester, where the freemen

of the said county shall elect, at the times and under the regulations

directed by the constitution and laws of this state, [a Councillor,]

Representatives to serve them in General Assembly, [Censors, ] She-

riffs, Coroners, and Commissioners, which said officers, when duly

elected and qualified, shall have and enjoy all and singular such pow-

ers, authorities and privileges, with respect to their county, as such

officers elected in and for any other county may, can, or vught to

have, and the said elections shall be conducted in the same manner

and form, and agreeably to the same rules and regulations, as now

 #re or hereafter may be in force in the other counties of this state.

(owsolete. [ Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall authorize or

empower the electors of the county of Delaware to elect or choose 2

Councillor for the same county, until the term for which the present

, Councillor for Chester county was elected shall by law expire, or un-

~ . til his death, resignation, or removal from office.
Apportion.  BECT. vI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
Prmemation That the freemen of the ‘said county of Delaware shall, at all future

Chenerana general elections, elect two Members, and the freemen of the county
Delaware  of Chester, at all future general elections, shall elect-four Members,
to represent them, respectively, in the General Assembly of this
commonwealth, until the same shall be altered agreeable to the con-
stitution and laws of this state, ’

Surislicgion  SECT. ViL. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
ofehoSs That the Justices of the Supreme Court and of the courts of Oyer
Cours.bee. and Terminer and Greneral Gaol Delivery of this state shall have
sheney  like powers, jurisdictions and authorities, in the said county of De-
W Jaware, as in the other counties or this state, and they are hereby
‘ authorized and empowered to deliver the gaols of the said county of
“.i - Delaware of capital and other offenders, in like mauner as they age
. authorized to do in other counties of this state,
Oftheoosis  SECT. VIXL. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

Blo g™ That the Justices of ‘the courts of Quarter Sessions and Common
garer  Pleas, now commissioned within the Himits of the county of Delas
ware, and those that may hereafter be commidsioned, or any three ¥
them, shall and may hatd Courts of General Qiiarter Sessions of e
Peace and-Gaol Delivery, and county courts of ‘Common’ Pleas, for
the said cotnty of Defaware, and shall have all and singulay such

powers, rights, jurisdictions' and authorities, to afl intenitd and par-




501 K

+

poses, as other Justices of the courts of General Quarter Sessions, 1789.°
and Justices of the county courts of Common Pleas, in. the other ‘v~
counties of this state, may, can, or ought to have in their respective .
counties ; which said courts of Commeon Pleas shall open, commence
and be held for the said county of Delaware, at the court-house in
the said borough of Chester, [on the second Tuesday in the months
of November, February, May and August,] in each year, for the
despatch of public business; and the said courts of General Quarter
Scssions of the peace shall open, commence and ‘be held at the same
place, and for the same county, on the Mondays next preceding the:
second Tuesday in each of the said months yearly. o

SecT. 1x. And whereas it is represented to this Assembly by
the petitioners, that they have contracted and agreed with the present
owner of the old court-house, prison, and workhouse, in the said
borough of Chester, for the purchase thereof, at a price far beneath
what such buildings could be erected for, which they are willing and
desirous should be conveyed for the use of the county, on re-pay-
ment of the sum agreed upon: Be i thergfore enacted by the au- Trusees '3
thority aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful to and for Henry 5ty :
Hale Graham, Richard Reilly, Josiah Lewis, Edward Jones and
Benjamin Brapnan, or any three-of them, to take conveyances. and
assurances to them, and their heirs, of the said old court-house, and :
of the prison and work-house, in the said borough of Chester, with -
the lots of ground thereunto belonging, in trust and for the use of
the inhabitants of the said county of Delaware, to accommaodate the
public service of the said county. ’

Secr. x11. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, of e coun
That the Sheriff, Coroner and public officers of the county of Ches- & oficers;
ter, other than the Justices of the peace, Oyer and Terminer,

Gaol Delivery, and of the court of Common Pleas, shall continue to

exercise the duties of their respective offices within the county of ‘
Delaware, until similar officers shall be appointed, agreeably to law,
within the said county of Delaware; and that all arrearages of ex-

cise and public taxes shall be paid into the hands of the present col-

lectors, to be by them accounted for, in mannerand form, as if this

act had never been passed: Provided nevertheless, That the com- gnddebisdue

" . : . | cforethedi. =
missioners of Chester county shall ascertain all the just debts dueby visimof the

the said county before the passing of this act, and deliver a true and Cheter
certified account thereof to the before mentioned Trustees of Pela-

ware county, within three months: after the passing of this act; and

if the taxes assessed and laid in Chester county, before the passing

of thisact, for county uses, shall be more than sufficient to pay all

the just debts due of the “said county, when the said taxes shall he )
collected and paid to the Treasurer of Chester county, he, the sai_d =
T'reasurer shall pay unto the said Trustees of Delaware county their :
full proportion or part of such overplus money, agreeably to the
.taxes the said two counties have respectively paid, the same to be - L8
ascertained by the commissioners of Chester county, and also that :
the said county of Delaware shall be liable and accountable for its
due and proper proportion of all public taxes due from the said
.county of Chester, before the division thereof, in like manner as if
this act had not been made, - '
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1789.  Sger. xyrn. And be it further enacted by the authority qfovesaid,
su-w 'That the Sheriffs, Coroners, Treasurers and Collectors of excise,
e o e hereafter to be appointed or elected in the said county of Delaware,
oficersof  before they, or any of them, shall enterupon the execution of their
county.  respective offices, shall give security for the faithful execution of

their respective offices, that is to say; the Sheriff in the sum of
one thousand five huridred polinds ; the Coroner seven hundred and
fifty pounds; the Treasurer in the sum of one thousand five hun-
dred pounds; and the Collector of excise in the sum of two hun-
dred pounds.

Péssed 26th September, 1789.—~Recorded in Law Book No, IIL page 551, (v)

.

* (y) The 10th, 11th, snd 14th sec~
tions of this act, ave obsolete, they re.
Iated to the manner of defraying the
expenses of the county buildings; con-
tinuing the process previously instituted
in Chester county, and appointing com-
missioners to run the houndary lines.

The second, third and fourth election
districts in this cotinty, were establish-
;x; léy)actof 22d of Aprily 1794, (chap.

56, .

By the last enumeration, the county of
Delaware containg two thousand five
hundred and fifty-four taxables; and
with the county of Chester, ten thou-
sand and fifty taxables : and, by thesct
of 215t of March, 1808, apportioning
the representation in pursuance thereot,

sends two members to the House of

Representatives, and in conjunction
with the county of Chester, {two mem-
bers to the senate. .

By the Judiciary act of 24th of Feb-
ruary, 1806, Delaware, Chester, Bucks
and Montgomery, compose the seventh
judiciary district, and the term was to
be two weeks, but by an act passed 10th
of March, 1810, the term in Delaware is
to continue but one week. April term to
commmence on the second Monday in
- April, and July term on the 4th Mon.
day in July; and by the original act,
_the January and October terms com-
mence on the 3d Mondays of those
months. '

Delaware county -is attached to the
Eastern District of the Supreme Court«

ol § By

CHAPTER MCCCCXXXIIL

An ACT to enable the owners and possessors of a certain tract of
" meadow land, situate in the precinct of Richmond, in the town-
ship of the Northern-Liberties, to keep the bank, dams, sluices
and flovd-gates, in repair.
Passed 24¢h September, 1739.—Private Act~—Recorded in Law Book Ne. 1L
page 546

| e § Wprs

CHAPTER MCCCCXXXIV.

. A4 SUPPLEMENT to the several lows of this commonwealth re-
speqtz‘ng attachments. -

Srct, 1. WHEREAS the laws of this. commonwealth respect-

e %, ing attachments, have been found defective, inasmuch as no ade-
andthe notes quate provision is therein made for obtaining and compelling a dis-
joined] " closure of the goods, chattels, monies, effects and credits of the
defendant and defendants, in the custody, possession and charge,

or due and owing from any garnishee or garnishees, upon whom

such writs of attachment are respectively served, so that many hon-

‘ {Seeval. 1,
page 45,



