
CONSTITUTION

O~TUE

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA.

The Constitutionof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,asratified
in Convention,the 2d day of September,1790.

TVe,die fzeojile ofthe co,ntncnsuealth,of Pennegivania,ordain andeetablisl2
t1,j~~on8titueioi;for ita Government.

ARTICLE L
Ofthelegis. SECT.z. Thelegislativepowerofthis commonwealthshallbevestedin a
lauvepower.generalassembly,whichshall consistof asenateandhouseof representatives.
çftheeiec. xx. Therepresentativesshall bechosenannua1ly, by the citizens of the

~ city of Philadelphia,andof eachcounty respectively,on the secondTuesday
tivei. of October.
Ofthequail. iii. No personshall be arepresentative,who shallnot haveattainedthe
~cat,Onof ageoftwenty-oneyears,andhavebeenacitizen andinhabitantof thestate

threeyearsnextprecedinghis election,andthe lastyear thereofaninhabi-
tantofthe city or county, in whichheshall be chosen;unlessheshall have
beenabsenton thepublicbusinessof theUnited States,or of this state. No
person,residingwithin any city, town, or borough,whichshall beentitled to
aseparaterepresentation,shallbeelectedamemberfor anycounty; norshall
anyperson,residingwithout the limits of any suchcity, town or borough,be
electedamembertherefor.

Of thepen- zr. Within threeyearsafterthefirstmeetingof thegeneralassembly,and
odao~enu.within everysubsequentterm of sevenyears,an enumerationof the taxable

inhabitantsshall bemade,in suchmanneras shall he directedby law. The
ntnnberofrepresentativesshall, attheseveralpevii~dsof makingsuchenume-
ration,befixed by thelegislature,andapportionedamongthe city of Phila-
delphia,andtheseveralcounties,accordingto thenumberof taxableinhabi-

a,~dtheratio tantsin each;andshall never belessthan sixty, nor greaterthan onehun—
~~re,cn. dyed. Eachcounty shall have,at least,one representative:but no county,

hereafterejected,shall beentitled to aseparaterepresentation,until asufli-
cientnumberof taxableinhabitantsshallbecontainedwithin it, to entitletheiri
to onerepresentativeagreeablyto theratio, which shall thenbe established.

cft1ie~lec. v. Thesenatorsshall bechosenfor four yenrs,by the citizensof Phila~
sena.delphia,andof theseveralcounties,atthe samt~time, in the samemanner,

andatthe sameplaces,wherethey shallvote for representatives.
Ofthe ratio vi. The numberof senatorsshall, at theseveralperiodsof making the
~ enumerationbefore mentioned, befixed by the legislature,and apportioned
senate, amongthedistricts formedashereinafterdirected,accordingto thenumber

of taxableinhabitantsin each;andshall neverbeless than one-fourth, nor
greaterthanone-third,of thenumberof representatives.

Ofdistricts viz. The senatorsshall be chosenin districts,to beformedby thelegisla-
~ ture; eachdistrict containingsuchanumberof taxableinhabitants,asshall

be entitled to electnotmorethanfoursenators. Whenadistrictshallbecom-
posedof two ormore counties,they shall beadjoining. Neither thecity of
Philadelphia,noranycounty,shall bedivided, in forminga district.

Ofthc quail. viii. No personshall beasenator,who shall not have attainedthe age
~ of twenty-fiveyears,andhavebeenacitizenandinhabitantof thestatefour

yearsnext before his election,and thelastyear thereofaninhabitant of the
district, for whichhe shallbechosen;unlessbeshall havebeenabbenton t~
public businessof theUnitedStates,or of this state.
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ix. Immediately after the senators shall be assembled,in consequeiiceOfelauleg

of thefirst election,subsequentto thefirst enumeration,theyshall be divided, the senat~r~.
by lot, asequally asmay be,into four classes. The seatsof the senatorsof
thefirst classshallbevacated,at theexpirationof thefirst year;of these-
C?ndclass,at the expirationof the secotedyear;of the third classatthecx-
piratior, of the third year, andof thefourthclass,,at theexpirationof the
±ourthyear;sothatonefourthmaybechoseneveryyear.

z. Thegeneralassemblyshall meeton the first Tuesdayof Decemberin 9Fthç meet-
everyyear; unlesssoonerconvenedby thegovernor.

xx. Eachhouseshall chooseits speakerandotherofficers; andthe senate~embly.
shall alsochooseaspeaker,~ro .tem/iore, when thespeakershall exercise
theoffice of governor, house.

xxx. Eachhouseshalljudgeof the qualificationsof its members. Con- Of the pow-
testedelectionsshall be determinedby a committeeto be selected,formed~$ofe~eh
andregulatedin suchmannerasshall bedirectedby law. A majority of each
house shall constituteaquorum to do business: butasmallernumbermay
adjournfrom day to day,andmaybe authorized,by law, to compeltheatten-
danceof absentmembers,in suchmanner,andundersuchpenalties,asmay
bepeovided.

xxxi. Eachhousemaydeterminetherules of its proceedings;punishits or censure
membersfor disorderlybehaviour;and, with theconcurrenceof two-thirds, ~
expela member;but not asecondtime for thesamecause;andshallhaveall
other powersnecessaryfor abranchof thelegislatureof afreestate.

xxv. Eachhouseshall keepajournalofits proceedings,andpublishthemOfJournaic.
weekly,exceptsuch parts asmayrequiresecrecy. And theyeasand nays
of themembers,on anyquestion,shall, at the desireof anytwoof them,be
enteredon thejournals.

xv. Thedoorsofeachhouse,andqf committeesof thewhole,shall beopen,Thedoors~
unlesswhenthe businessshallbe suchasoughtto bekeptsecret, be ooen.

xvx. Neitherhouseshall, without theconsentof the other, adjournfor OFa~jo~rn-
more than threedays, norto anyother place thanthat in which the two lnCflt$.
housesshallbe sitting.

xv ix. The senatorsand representativesshall receiveacompensationfor Of theconi.
their services,to beascertainedby law, and paid out of the treasuryof the
commonwealth. Theyshall in all cases,excepttreason,felony, andbreachesol~nem
or suretyof thepeace,be privileged from arrest,duringtheir attendanceatben.
thesessionof the respectivehouses,and in going to andreturningfrom the
same: And for any speechor debatein eitherhousetheyshall not beques.
tioned in anyotl~erplace.

xvxax. No senatoror representativeshall,during thetime for which heoi~thedi~.
shall havebeenelected,be appointedto any civil office under this common-
wealth, whichshallhavebeencreated,or theemolumentsof\vhichshallhave a’~b°em,
beenincreased,duringsuch time; andno memberof congress,or otherper:
sonholdinganyoffice (exceptof attorneyatlaw, andin themilitia) under the
UnitedStatesor this commonwealth,shall beamemberof eitherii&sse, dur-
ing his Continuancein congress,or in office,

xrc Whenvacancies~happenin eitherhouse,thesp~akershall Issuewrits Of vaeanciee,
of election to fill such vacancies.

xx. All bills, for raisingrevenue shall originatein thehouseof repre-O.f revenue
sentatives; but thesenatemayproposeamendments,asin otherbills. balls.

xxx. No moneyshall be drawn from thetreasury,but in consequenceof Ofthe ttea.
appropriatiozismadeby law, curT.

xxix. Every bill, which shall havepassedboth houses,shall be presentedof shepam
to thegovernor:If he approve,heshall sign it; but if heshall not approve,
heshall return it, with hisobjectionsto thehouse,in which t shall haveorigi-
nated,who shall entertheobjectionsat large upon their journals,andpro-
ceect to re-consider it: if, atter such re-consideration,two-thirdsof that
houseshall agreeto passthebill, it shall be sent,with theobjections, to the
otherhouse,by which likewiseit shall bere-considered;andif approvedby
two.thirdsof that house, it shall be alaw. But in suchcases,thevotesof
both housesshallbe determinedby yeasandnays andthenamesof theper-
sonsvoting for or against the bill, shall beenteredon the journalsot each
houserespectively. If anybill shall not bereturnedby the governorwithin
~rn(l~tys(Sundaysexcepted)afterit shall havebeenpresentedto him; it shall
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bealaw, lii like mannerasif hehadsignedit, unlessthe generalassembly,by
theiradjournment,preventits return; in which caseit shallbe alaw, unless
sentbackwithin threedaysaftertheir nextmeeting.

orders,mao. xxxix. Every order,resolution,or vote,to which the concurrenceof both
lotions,and housesmay benecessary(excepton aquestionof adjournment,)shall bepre.
Votes. sentedto the governor;and, beforeit shall takeeffect, beapprovedby him,

or, beingdisapproved,shall be re-passedby two thirds of both houses,ac-
cordingto therulesamid limitationsprescribedin caseof abill.

ARTICLE 11.
Oftheexecn. SECT. i. ~Fhesupremeexecutivepowerof this commonwealthshall be
rave i’ower. vestedin a governor.
OFthe eiec’ ix. Thegovernorshall be chosenon thesecondTuesdayof October, by
iion of the the citizensof the commonwealth,at the placeswhere they shall respec-
~ovenn0n. tively vote for representatives.The returns of everyelectionfor govern~

~r shall besealedup, andtransmittedto theseat of government,directedto
thespeakerof thesenate,who shall open andpublishthem, in the presence
of themembersofboth housesof thelegislature. Thepersonhavingthehigh-
estnumberof votes,shall be governor. But if two or moreshall be equaland
highestin votes,oneof them shallbe chosengovernor,by thejoint vote of the
membersof both houses. Contestedelectionsshall be determinedby acom-
mittee, to be selectedfrom both housesof the legislature, and formedand
regulatedin suchmannerasshall bedirectedby law.

Ofhis eon• xix. The governorshalthold his office during threeyearsfrom thethird
t1~uance51k Tuesdayof Decembernextensuinghis election; andshall notbe capable of

holding it longerthanninein any term of twelve years.
Ofhisquali. xv. He shall beatleastthirty yearsof age, andhavebeen a citizen and
ticattona. inhabitantof this statesevenyearsnextbeforehi~election; unlessbe shall

havebeenabsenton the public businessof theUnited States,or of this state.
v. No memberof congress,or pet’sonholdingany officeunderthe United

toi~eGovern-States,or this state,shall exercisetheoffice of governor.
corn- vi. The governorshall,at statedtimes, receive,for his services,acorn-

pensatiosi. pensationwhich shall beneither increasednordiminishedduringtheperiod
for whichhe shall havebeenelected.

Of his mitt- vx c. He shall be commanderin chiefof the army andnavyof this corn-
earypower. monwealth,antiof the militia; except when they shall be called into the

actualserviceof the UnitedStates.
Ofhis gene. viii. He shall appoint all officers, whoseoffices are establishedby this
~ constitution,or shall be establishedby law, andwhoseappointmentsarenot

hereinotherwiseprovidedfur; hut no personshall be appointedto an office
within any county,who shall not havebeena citizenanti inhabitant therein
oneyearnextbeforehis appointment, If thecounty shall havebeen so long
erected,but if it shall not havebeenso long erected,then within thelimits of
thecountyor counties,out of which it shallhavebeentaken. No memberof
congressfrom this state,noranypersonholdingorexercisinganyofficeoftrust
on profitundertheUnitedStates,shall,at thesametime, hold or exercisethe
office of judge,secretary,treasurer,prothonotary,registerof wills, recorder
of deeds,sheriff,,oranyoffice in thisstate,towhichasalaryis by law annexed,
or anyotheroffice which future legislaturesshall declareincompatiblewith
officesor appointmentsunderthe UnitedStates.

OF pardons, ix, He shall havepowerto remitfinesandforfeitures, andgrantreprieves
andpardons,exceptin casesof impeachment.

OFobtaining x. He may requireinformation,in writing, fromtheofficersin theexecu-
is,fotxn~tsois.tivedepartnment,uponanysubjectrelatingto thedutiesoftheirrespectiveoffices.

xi. Heshall, from time to time, give to the generalassemblyinformation
the Stateof of thestateof thecommonwealth,andrecommendto their considerationsuch
h~o~aaaon.measuresashe shalljudgeexpedient.

Of convening Xli. He may on extraordinaryoccasions,convenethe general assem~
~ndadjourn. bly; and,in caseof disagreementbetweenthe two houses,with respectto

the time of adjournment,adjournthemto suchtime as heshall think proper,
not exceedingfour months.

xxix. He shalltakecarethatthe lawsbefaithfully executed.
In caseof xiv. In caseof the deathor resignationof the governor,or of his remc’-
death,the val from office thespeakerofthesenateshallexercisetheofficeof governot,
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witil anothergovernorshall be duly qualified. Andif thetrial of a coutest-speakerof
edelection shall continue longer than until thethird Tuesdayin December ~

next ensuingtheelectionof governor, thegovernorof the last year, or the cischis ot~j
speakerof the senate,who may bein theexerciseof the executiveauthority,“~°.

shall continuetherein,until thedeterminationof suchcontestedelection, and
until agovernorshall bequalifiedasaforesaid.

xv. A secretaryshall be appointedandcommissionedduringthegovern.Ofthe scare.
or’s continuancein office, if heshall so bugbehavehimself well. He shall
keepafair registerof all the official acts and proceedingsof the governor,wealth.
andshall, when required,lay thesame,andall papers,minutesandvouchers,
relativethereto,beIt)reeitherbranchof the legislature; and shall perform
such otherdutiesas shall be enjoinedhim by law.

ARTICLE IlL
SECT.,X. In electionsbythecitizens,everyfreeman,of theageof twenty- Of e1e~tIosa.

oneyears,havingresidedin the statetwo yearsnextbeforeth~election,and
-within that timepaidastateor countytax, whichshall havebeenas.esseclat
leastsix monthsbeforetheelection, shall enjoy therightsof an electos~—pro-
vided, thatthesons of personsqualified asaibresaid,betweentheagesof twen-
ty.oneand twenty-twoyears,shall beentitledto vote1althoughthey shall not
havepaidtaxes.

xx. All electionsshall beby ballot,exceptthoseby personsin their repre-
sentativecapacities,who shall voteviva ‘voce.

aix. Electorsshall, in all casesexcepttreason,felony andbreachor sure-
ty of thepeace,be privileged from arrestduringtheir attendanceon elec-
tions,and in going to andreturningfrom them.

ARTICLE 1V.
SEcT, x. Thehouseof representativesshall havethe sole power of orimpeach.

impeaching. aunt.
xx. All impeachmentsshall betried by the senate. When sitting for that

purpose,tile senatorsshall beupon oath’ or affirmation. No personshall be
convictedwithout the concurrenceof two.thirdsof thememberspresent.

xxx. The governor,and all othercivil officers, under this commonwealth,
shall beliableto impeachmentfor anymisdemeanorin office. But judgment,
in suchcases,shall not extendfurther than to removal from office, and dis-
qualification to ho]d anyoffice of honour,trust or profit, underthis common-
wealth. Theparty, whether convictedor acquitted, shall neverthelessbe
liable to indictment,trial, judgment,andpunishmentaccordingto law.

ARTICLE V.
Szc’r i. Thejudicial power of thiscommonwealthshall be vestedin a Of thejudi..

supremecourt, in courtsof uyerandterminerasidgeneralgaoldelivery, in ~ çtalrowc~
courtof commonpleas,orphans’court,register’scourt, andacourt of quar~
ter sessionsof thepeacefor eachcounty,in justicesof thepeace,andin such
othercourtsasthe legislature may, from timeto time, establish.

xx. The judgesof the supremecourt, andof theseveralcourtsof corn- of thesis.
mon pleas,shall hold their officesduringgood behaviour. But for any rea-prerneCoatu
sonablecause,whichshall not besufficient ground of impeachment,thego-
‘vernor mayremoveany of them,on theaddressof two thirdsof eachbranch
of thelegislature. Thejudgesof the supremecourt, andthe presidentsof it,judge~
tile severalcourtsof commonpleasshall, at statedtimes, receive,for their
services,an adequatecompensation,to be fixed by law, which shall not be
diminishedduring their continuancein office: but theyshall receiveno fees
~r perquisitesof office, norhold any otheroffice of profit underthis common-
wealth.

xxx. The jurisdiction of the supremecourtshall extendover the state:anaits ions.
andthejudgesthereofshall,by virtue of their offices,bejustices of oyeranddiction,
termincrandgeneralgaol delivery in theseveralcounties,

xv. Until it shall be otherwisedirectedby law, theseveralcourtsof corn- ofcourtsof
mon pleasshall be establishedin the following manner: the governorshall
appointin eachcounty,notfewer than three,normorethan four judges,who,
duringtheir continuancein office, shall reside in such county. The state
~ltall bedivided by law, into circuits,noneofwhich shall include more than
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six, not’ fcwer than threecounties. A presidentshallbe appointedof tltt
courtsin eachcircuit5 whoduringhis continuancein office, shall residethere-
in. Thepresidentandjudges, any two of whom shall beaquorum, shall
composetherespectivecourtsof commonpleas.

2pd~bejus~s.v. Thejudgesof the court of commonpleasin eachcounty,shall,by vir-
~ of ~ts tueof their offices,bejusticesof oyerandterminerandgeneralgaol delivery,

for thetrial of capitalaisc,lotheroffenderstherein: anytwoof thesaidjudges,
thepresidentbeing one, shall beaquorum;but they shall not hold acourt
of oyer and termineror gaoldelivery in anycounty,whenthejudgesof the
sups’cmecourt,oranyof them, shall be sittingin the samecounty. Thepar.
ty accused,as well asthe commonwealth,may, under such regulations, as
shall be prescribedby law, removethe indictment and proceedings,or a
transcriptthereof,into the supremecourt.

Ofehaneery v ~. The supremecourt andthe severalcourtsof common pleas,shall,
~ besidethe powersheretoforeusuallyexercisedby them, havethe powerot
courta acourtof chancery,’so far asrelatesto theperpetuatingof testimony,theob-

taining of evidencefrom placesnot within the state,andthecareof theper.
sunsandestatesof those, who arenon cornpote~nicn~is;andthelegislature
shallvest, in the saidcourts,suchotherpowers,to grantreliefin equity, as
shill befoundnecessary;andmay, from time to time, enlargeor diminish
thosepowers,orvestthemin suchothercourtsas theyshalljudgeproper, for
the dueadministrationof justice.

Of the ~uar. vu. TIiC judgesof the courtof common pleasof each county, any two
termssns, of whom shall beaquorum, shall composethe courtof quartersessionsof
eo~rtandre’ thepeace,andorphans’ court thereof: and the register of wills, together

t’s with the saidjudges, or anytwo of them,shall composetheregister’scourt
of eachcounty.

Ofwrit, of vxxx, Thejudges of the courtsof commonpleas shall,within their ye-
cettiacan. spectivecounties,havethelike powerswith thejudgesof thesupremecourt~

to issuewrits of certiorarito the justicesof the peace,and to causetheir
proceedingsto bebroughtbeforethem, andthelike right andjustice to be
done.

Yurther xx. Thepresidentofthecourtsin eachcircuit, within such circuit, and
i’hejudgesof thejudgesoI thecourt of common pleas,within their respectivecounties,
the common shallbe.1 ustices0±thepeacesofar asrelatesto criminalmatters.
~iu,tkes of xx. Thegovernorshallappointacompetentnumberof justicesof thepeace,
the pc,ce. in suchconvenientdistricts,in eachcounty,as are or shall be directed by

law; theyshall be commissionedduringgoodbehaviour;but mayberemov-
ed on convictionof misbehaviourin office, or of anyinfamous crime, or on
theaddressof both housesof the legislature.

Of registers xci. A register’soffice for theprobateof wills andgranting lettersof ad-
andrecord. ministration,andanoffice for the recordingof deeds,shall be keptin each

county.
Ofthe style xxx. The style of all processshall be, THE COMMONWEALTH OF
oul.socesa,. PE1.fl~SYLVA~IA;all prosecutionsshall becarriedon in the nameandby

theauthorityof thecommonwealthof Pennsylvania.andconclude,AGATh~ST
THEPEACEAND DIGNIT’~lOF THE SAM1~.

ARTICLE VI.
Or,aerIia~ SECT. i. SherifThandcoronersshall,at thetimesandplacesof election
andcoroners. ofrepresentatives,bechosenby thecitizensofeachcounty.Twopersonsshall

bechosenfor eachoffice, Oneof whom,for eachrespectively,shall beappoint-
edby thegovernor.Theyshall hold their offices for threeyears,if theyshall
so long behavethemselves‘well, anduntil a successorbeduly qualified: but
no personshall betwice chosenor appointedsheriff in any termof’ six years.
Vacanciesin eitherof the said offices,shall be filled by a newappointment,
to bemadeby the governor,to continueuntil thenext generalelection, and
until asuccessorshall bechosenandqualifiedas aforesaid.

Ofthenut, ix. The freemen of this commonwealthshall be armedanddisciplined
tsa. for its defence. Those, whoconscientiously scrupleto beararms,shall not

becompelledtodo so; but shall pay anequivalentfor personalservice. The
militia officersshall beappointed,in suchmanner,andfor suchtime1 asshall
bedirectedby law.

xix. Prothonotaries,cl~rk~mof thepeaceandorphans’courts, recordera~f
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deeds,registers of wills and sherifTh, shall keep their offices in thecounty Ofthepjxce
town of thecountyin which they respectivelyshall beofficers; unlesswhetiof]eecjnn~
thegovernorsh~ill,for specialreasons,dispensetherewith,for anyterm, not
exceedingfive yeai’s,after t’necounty shall havebeenerected,

xv. All commissionsshall be in the nameandby the aiithority of thecorn- Oftommis.
rnonwealthof l’cnnsylvaiuia, andbesealedwith thestateseal,and signedby ~‘°°‘~

thegovernor.
v. ‘rhe state treasurershall be appointed,annually, by thejoint voteof Of the ~

time membersof both houses. All otherofficers, in thetreasurydepartment,pontmeat of
attorniesat law, electionofficers, officers relating to taxes,to thepoor and
highways,constablesandother township officers, shall beappointedin such
mannerasis orshall bedirectedby law,

ARTICLE VII.
Sie.c’r. x. Thelegislatureshall,assoon asconvenientlymaybe,provide,OfpubliC

ky law, for the establishmentof schoolsthroughoutthestate,in suchmannersehool,.
that thepoor maybetaughtgratis.

xx. The artsandsciencesshall bepromotedin oneor more seminariesof Ofdimeraruie,
learning.

xxx. The rights, privileges,immunities,and estatesof religioussocieties,ndthe
andcorporatebodies,shall remain, as it’ theconstitutionof this statehadnot
beenaltered or amended, dies.

ARTICLE VIII.
Membersof thegeneralassembly,andall officers,executiveandjudi- Ofthe pellet-

cial, shallbeboundby oathor affirmation,to supportthe constitutionof this ~
commonwealth,andto perform the duties of their respectiveofficeswith
fidelity.

ARTICLE IX.

T/~atthegeneral,greatand~asential/zrinci/z1eeof liberty andfreo governe
mentmaybe recognizedand unalterablycatabliehed,WE DECLARE,

x. Thatall menarebornequallyfree andindependent,andhavecer- Oftheequ.
thin inherentandindefeasiblerights, amongwhich arethoseof enjoying and
defendinglife andliberty, of acquiring, possessing,andprotecting property~
andreputation,andof pursuingtheir own happiness.

xx. That all poweris inherentin thepeople; and all freegovernmentsor theorigin
arefoundedon their authority,andinstitutedfor their peace,safety,andhap-~~0~fle
pincss. Fortheadvancementof thoseends,they have,at all times,anuna-otg~vera.
lienableandindefeasibleright, to alter, reform, or abolishtheirgovernment,moot.
in suchmannerastheymaythink proper.

xix. That all menhavea natural andindefeasibleright to worshipAl- Of the rigins
mighty Godaccordingto thedictatesof theirown consciences;that no man Of

can,of right, becompelledto attend,erect,or supportanyplaceol worship,
or to maintainanyministry, againsthisconsent;thatno humanauthoritycan,
in anycasewhatever,controlor interferewith therights of conscience;and
that no preferenceshall everbe given,by law, to anyreligiousestablishments
or modesof worship.

xv. Thatno person,who acknowledgesthebeingof aGod,anda futureofadt~quali.
stateof rewardsandpunishments,shall on accountof hisreligioussentiments,~
bedisqualifiedto hold arty office or placeoftrustorprofitunderthiscommon-religion.
wealth.

v. ‘I’hat electionsshall befreeandequal. Of ~Icttlon,.
vi. Thattrial byjury shall beasheretofore,andtheright thereofremain‘Triathyjo.

inviolate. ry.
vii. That the printing pressesshall befree to everypersonwho under-of theliber..

takesto examinethe proceedingsof thelegislatureor anybranchof govern-tyofthC
ment: andno lawshall everhewadeto restrainthe right thereof. Thefree~‘
Communicationof thoughts a~dopinionsis oneof the invaluable rights of
Than: andeverycitizenmayfreelyspeak,write, andprint onanysubject,be-
itig responsiblefor theabuseof that liberty. In prosecutionsfor thepublica-
tion of papersinvestigatingtheofficial conduc~of officers, or menin apublic

VOL. UI. f
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capacity,or wherethematterpublishedis properfor public inI~rmation,the

truththereofmay be givenin evidence. And, in all indictmentsfor libels,
the jury shall havearight to determinethe law andthe factsunderthedi-
rectionof thecourtasin othercases.

Of security vxxx. Thatthepeopleshall besecurein theirpersons,houses,papers,and
fromsearch-
es,nd set- possessions,from unreasonablesearchesandseizures:andthatno warrantto
xures. searchanyplaceor to seizeanypersonor things, shallissuewithout describ-

ingthem asnearly asmaybe, nor without probablecause,supportedby oath
or affirmation.

Of the rights xx. That, in all criminalprosecutions,theaccusedhatharight to beheard
of the aeon- by himself andhiscounsel;to demandthenatureandcauseof theaccusation
seem crimi’
oatprosetu- againsthim; to meetthe witnessesfaceto face; to havecompulsoryprocess
tiofl~. for obtainingwitnessesin his favour; and, in prosecutionsby indictmentor

information,aspeedypublic trial, by animpartmaljury of thevicimiage: thatbecanootbecompelledto giveevidenceagainsthimself;norcanhebedepriv-

edof his life, liberty, or pioperty, unlessby the judgmentof his peers,or
the law of theland.

Of informa- x. That nopcrsonshall, for any indictableofl~nce,beproceededagainst
eons,&C. criminally by information,exceptin casesarisingin theland or navalforces,

or in themilitia whenin actual service,in time of war or public danger,or,
by leaveof thecourt,for oppressionandmisdemeanorin office. No persons
shall, for thesameoffence,betwice putin jeopardyof life or limb; norshall
anyman’spropertybe takenor appliedto public use,without the consentof
his representatives,andwithout justcompensationbeingmade.

Oftheeourts xx. Thatall courtsshallbeopen;and everymanfor an injury donehim
ofju~iice, in his lands,goods,person,or reputation,shall haveremedyby theduecourse
andsuits oflaw, andrightandjusticeadministeredwithoutsale,denial, ordelay. Suits
ap~aissethe
state. maybebroughtagainstthecommonwealthin suchmanner,in suchcourts,and

in suchcases,asthelegislaturemay,by law, dii’ect.
Ofsuspend.. xxx. Thatno power of suspendinglaws, shallbe exercisedunlessby the
ingiaws. legislature,or its authority.
Ofbail, fine,, xxx:. Thatexcessivebail shallnotberequired,nor excessivefines impos—
and runish- ed, nor cruelpunishmentsinfliciect
ments. xxv. That all prisonersshall bebailableby sufficient sureties,unlessforOftheha~eae
corpus. capitaloffence,,whenthe proofis evident,or presumptiongreat; andthepri~

vilcgeof the wi-it of habeas corpusshall nnt besuspended,unlesswhen, in
casesof rebellionor invasion,thepublicsafetymay requireit.

Ofo~erand. xv. Thatno commissionof dyerandtermineror gaoldeliveryshall beis-
terpsincr, -

sued.
Ofinsolvent xvi. That the personof adebtor,wherethereis not strongpresumption
debtors, of fraud,shall not hecontinuedin prison,after deliveringup his estatefor the

benefitof his creditors,in suchmannerasshall be prescribedby law.
Ofcx post
t’açtoIa~s. xvii. Thatno ex /cortfacto law,noranylaw inmpaii’iimg cc,imti-aets, shallbemacic,
Ofatisinder
of treason xvxxx Thatnopci-sonshall he attaintedof treasonor felony by thelegis.
andfelony lature.
Ofaitsinder, xix. Thatno attaindershall work corruptionof blood, mini’, exceptdum-ing
i~iedo so, thelife of theoffender,forfeitureof estate,to the commonwealth:that the
~nd dtod~nd,estatesof suchpem’sons,asshall destroytheir own lives, shall descendorvest

asin caseof natural death:andif anypersonshall be killed by casualty,
- ‘ thereshall beno forfeitureby reasonthereof,
Ofthe rl~ht xx, That time citizensliasearight, in apeaceablemanner,to assembleto-
toassentoic-~ ~, getberfor tlieii- commongood,and to applyto thoseinvestedwith thepowers

of governmentfor redressof grievances,or otherproperpurposes,by peti.
tion,address,or remnonstralice.

bear xxx. That the, right of citizensto beararms,in defenceof themselves
arms, andthestate,shall not bequestioned.
Oftht n~sili- xxxi. Thatnostanditigarmyshall, in time of peace,bekeptUI) without
tary. theconsentof thelegislature; and time military shall, in all cases,andat all

times,be in strict subordinationto thecivil power.
Ofquarter- xxxix. That no soldiershall, in timeof peace,be quarteredin anyhouse,
logtroops, without the consentof theowner,nor, in time of war,but in a mannerto be

presci-ihedby law.
Of titles and xxxv. ‘rhat thelegislatureshall not grant any title of nobility or heredi~
of5ees.

tarydistinction,nor createany office, the appomtnientof whichshall t~ef~r
alongex’ termthan cluriu~goodbehaviour.
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- xxv. That emigrationfrom thestateshallnot beprohibited. O~em~gr~.

xxvi, To guardagainsttransgressionsof the high powei’s which we have t1Ofl~
delegated,WEDECLARE, That everything in this article is exceptedout
of thegeneralpowersof government,andshall for ever remaininviolate. neratpowers

ofgovern.
SCHEDULE, mint.

Thatno inconvenie’ncemayarisefrom thealterationsandamendmentsin the
constitutionof this commonwealth,and in order to carry the Sameinto
compleecoJierae2on,it is herebydeclaredandordained,—

SECT. s. That all lawsof thiscommonwealth,in forceat thetimeof mak- Offormer
ingthesaidalterationsamid amendmentsin thesaidconstitution,andnot incon—bws~pro.
sistenttherewith,andall rights,actions,prosecutions,claimsandcontracts,as
well of individuals, asof bodiescorpoi-ate,shall continueasif the saidalte-
rationsandamendmentshadnot beenmade.

xx. ‘Flint thepresidentanti supremeexecutivecouncil shall continueto Ofthe cacao’
exercisetheexecutiveauthorityof this commonwealth, asher~tofu-e,until rov000unctI,
thethird Tuesdayof Decembernext: but no intet-medintevacanciesin the
councilshall be supplied by new elections.

xix. That all officers, in the appointmentof the executivedepartment,Officers in
shall continue in the exerciseof the dutiesof their respectiveoffices, until ti~irap-

A thefirst dayof September,onethousandsevenhundredanti ninety-one—un-i~s~~~tmsnt.less their commissionsshall soonerexpireby their own limitations, or the
said officesbecomevacantbydeathor resignation—antIno longer,unlessre-
appointedandcommissionedby thegovernor;exceptthatthe judgesof the
supremecourt shall hold their offices for thetermsin their commissionsres-
pectivelyexpressed.

xv. Thatjusticeshall beadministerediii the severalcountiesof thestateand the
until the periodaforesaid,by thesamejustices,in thesamecourts,and~fl tile
samemanner,asheretofore. eel pro tern-

v. Thatno person,now in commissionas sheriff, shall heeligible at the ~

next election,for a longerterm than will, with the time which lie shall have f~tt
servedin thesaid office, completetheterm of thu-ccyeas’s. -

vi. l’hat, until the first enumeratiomsshall he made,as directed in tile Of the pre-
.‘~ fourthsectionof tIme first articleof theconstitution,establishedby this con—

vention, thecity of Philadelphiaamid theseveralcountiesshallbe respective—flex.
ly entitled to electthe samenumberof representatives,asis now presci-ibed
by law.

vii. Thatthe first senateshallconsistof eighteenmembers,to bechosenOf’thepre’
in districts,formedasfollows, to wit: the city of Philadelphiaand thecoun— seittdistricts
tiesof PhiladelphiaandDelawarcosimallbeadistrict, andelectthreesenators:

the county of Chestershall beadistrict, and shall electone senator:the
county of Bucksshall bea district, andshall electonesenator:thecountyof
Montgomeryshall bea district, and shall elect one senator:thecountyof
Northamptonshall be adistrict, andshall electonesenator:thecountiesof
LancasterandYoi-k shall be a district, and shall electtin-cesenators:the

• countiesof Bet-ksandDauphinshall bea district, and shall electtwo sena-
tors: the counties of CumberlandandMuffin shall beadistrict, andshall
elect one senator: tue countiesc,f Northunslierland,LuzerneandHunting—
don,shall be adistrict, andshall elect one senator: thecountiesof Becifom-ci
amid Franklin,shall hea district, andshall electone senator:thecountiesof
WestmorelandandAlleghenyshall bea clisti-ict, anti shaltelectonesenator:
andthe countiesof WashingtonandFa~’etteshallbeadistrict, anti shall elect
two senators:which sonatorsshall serveuntil the tim-st eliumneratiol,before
mentionedshall be made,anti therepresentationin both housesof the legis-
]atureshall beestablishedby law, andchosenasin theconstitutionis direct-
ccl. Any vacancies,whichshall happeniii the senate,within thesaidtime,
shall be suppliedasprescribedin theiminetceuthsectionof thefirst am’ticle,

vax:. l’iuat theelectionsof senatorsshall be conducted,andthe returnsotthemode
thereofmadeto thesenate,in thesamenmninmerasis prescribedby thedcc—
tion laws of thestatefor conductingandmakingreturn of theelectionof iC’ ciecti,’n oC
presemitatives. In thosedistricts,whichconsistof usiom’e titan one count)’, the~
judgesof thedistrit~t—electiunswithin eachcounty,afterhavingIbm-med are-
turn of the whole election within thatcounty,in suchmanneras is directed
by law, shall sendtlie same,by one or ,not-e of- their nuniber, to the place
hereinaftermentioned within the district, of whit-li suchcountyis apai-i,
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-wherethejodges, so met, shall compaieandcast up the severalcbunty re~
turns,andexecute,undertheirhantlsanti seals,onegeneral andtrue return
for the whole district; that is to say, the judgesof thedistrict composedof
thecity of Philadelphia,andthe countiesof PhiladelphiaandDelaware,shall

- meetin thestate-housein thecity of Philadelphia;thejudgesof thedistrict
composedof thecountiesof Lancasteramid York, shall meetat the court.
house,in thecounty of Lancaster;thejudgesof thedistm’ict composedof the
countiesof Berksand Dauphin,shall meetat Middletown, in the countyof
Beits; thejudgesof the district composedof the countiesof Cumberiand
and Miff in, shallmeetin Gm’eenwoodtownship,countyof Cumberland,atthe
housenow occupiedby David Milieu’; thejudgesof thedistrict composedof
thecountiesof Northumberland,Luzerne,andHuntiimgdon, shall meetin the
town of Sunbury;thejudgesof thedistm’ict composedof thecountiesc,f Bed—
fm-cl andFranklin,shall meetat the housenow occupiedby John Dickey, in
Air township, Bedfom’tl county; the judgesof the district composedof the
countiesof WestmorelandandAllegheny shall meetin Westmorelandcoun-
ty, at thecourt.housein thetown of Gc’censborough;and thejudgesof the
district composedof thecounties ot’ Washingtonand Fayette,shall meetat
thecourt-housein the town of Washington,in Washingtoncounty, on the
third Tuesdayin Octoberrespectively,for thepurposesafOresaid,

~ndof the xx. That theelectionof the governor shall beconductedin the scverai
5OVerflOr. counties,in themannerprescribedby thelawsof the statefor the electionof

representatives:andthereturnsin eachcounty shallbe sealedby thejudges
of theelections,and transmittedto thepresidentof thesupremeexecutive
council,directedto thespeakerof the senate,as soon after the electionas
maybe.
Donein convention,thesecondday of September,in theyearof our Lord

one thousandsevenhundredandninety, andof the independenceof the
UnitedStatesof America, the fifteenth. In testimony whereofwe hiav~
hereuntosubscribedour names,

THOMAS MIFFLIN, President.
JamesWilson, PaulGroscop,
I-liiary Baker, BaltzerGehr,

/ William Lewis, SamuelSitgreavc~,
ThomasM’Kean, John Arndt,
GeorgeGray, PeterRhoads,
William Robinson,junior, JosephPowell,
RobertHare, JohnPiper,
EnochEdwards, CharlesSmith,
SamuelOgden, Simon Snyder,
ThomasJenks,junior, William Findley,
JohnBarclay, - William Todd,
AbrahamStout, AlexanderAddison)
William Gibbons, JohnHoge,
ThomasBull, DavidReddick,
JamesBoyd, JamesRo~,
EdwardHand, JohnSmihie,
RobertColeman, Albert Gallatin,
SebastianGraff, JamesM’Lene,
JohnHubley, GeorgeMatthews,
JohnBi-eckbili, JamesMorris,
HenryMiller, LindsayCoates,
HenrySiagle, JonathanShoemaker,
William Reed, JohnGloninger,
BenjaminTyson, William Brown,
BenjaminPedan, AlexanderGrayclon,
MatthewDill, Timothy Pickering,
William Irvine, Andrew Henderson,
JamesPower, JohnGibson,
JosephHeister, ThomasBeale,
ChristianLower, JohnSellers,
AbrahamLincoln, NathanielNewlin.

4s~cst.. JosephRedman,$ecretar~’.
JacctShailus,.dssietant&crerarg,


