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1794 ‘ CHAPTER MDIXXXVIL
An ACT 1o eonfer on certain associations of the citizens of this cam-

monwealth the powers and immunities of corporations, or bodies
politic in law,

WHEREAS a great portion of the time of the legislature has
heretofore been employed in enacting laws to incorporate private .as-
sociations, and it would not only be more advantageous to the pub-
Jic, but also convenient to individuals, who are desirous of being
so incorporated, that the same might lawfully be effected without
an immediate application in all cases to the Greneral Assembly of the
commonwealth ; Therefore, '

Secr, 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General dssembly
Asosiations 760 and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That
of citizens . when any number of persons, citizens of this commonwealth, are

for literary,

eharigubio associated, or mean to associate, for any literary, charitable, or for
or religiou

rrelighoss any religious purpose, and shall be desirous to acquire and enjoy
Bowte st the powers and immunities of a corporation, or body politic in Jaw,
ponofits of i shall and may be lawful for such persons to prepare an instru~
tian, fzc.  ment in-writing, therein specifying the objects, articles, conditions,
and nume, style or title, under which they have associated, or mean
to agsociate, and the same to exhibit and present to the Attorney-
General of the commonwealth, for the time being, who is hereby
required thereupon to peruse and examine the said instrument, and,
after such perusal and examination, to transmit it, with a certificate,
thercon endorsed, testifying his opinion touching the lawfulness
of the objects, articles and conditions, therein set forth and con-
tained, unto the Supreme Court of this commonwealth 5 and the
said court is hereby also required thereupon to peruse and examine
the said instrument, and to transmit it, with a certificate, thereon
indorsed, testifying also the opinion of the said court touching the
lawfulness of the objects, articles and conditions, therein set forth
and contained, unto the Governor of the commonwealth; and if
the said Attorney-Greneral and the said court shall certify their opi-
nion, as aforesaid, to be, thatthe objects, articlesand conditions, in
such instrument set forth and contained, are lawful, then the said
Governor (but not otherwise,) shall transmit the same to the mas-
ter of the rolls, with an order, thereon endprsed, requiring him to
enrol the same, at the expense of the applicants; and upon the en-
rolment thereof, the persons so associated, or meaning to associate,
shall, according to the abjects, articles and conditions, in the said
instrument set torth and contained, become and be a corporation, or
body politic in law and in fact, to have continuance, by the name,
style and title, in such instrument provided and declared.
Siorations SecT. 1. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, "That as
wid amend- often as the corporations established by virtue of this act, and the
feetive, SucCessors thereof, respectively, shall be desirous of improving,
ofmiach amending or altexjmg the articles and conditions of the instrument,
teade,  upon which the said corporations, respectively, are as aforesaid, form-
ed and established, it shall and may be lawful for such corporations,

respectivelyy in Jiks manner to specify the improvements, amend-
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ments or alterations, which are or shall be desired, and the sameé to  1791.
exhibit and present to the Attorney-General and Supreme Court, \wmgs
who shall in like manner, successively, certify their opinion to the
Governor of this commonwealth, touching the lawfulness of such
improvements, amendments and alterations; and the same being
certified, as aforesaid, to be lawful, shall in like manner he directed

by the Governor to be enrolled by the master of the rolls, at the
expence of the applicants; and upon enrolment thercof, shall be

taken and deemed to be a part of the instrument, upon which such
corporations, respectively, were formed and established, to all in-

tents and purposes, as if the same had originally been made a part
thercof.

Sect. 111, And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That Corporations
the corporations established by virtue of this act, and the succes- seal;
sors thercof, respectively, shall have full power and authority to
make, have and use one common seal, with such device and inscrip-
tion, as they shall respectively deem proper, and the same to break, iy sieand
alter and renew, at their pleasure ; and by the name, style and title, ’
by them respectively provided and declared as aforesaid, shall be
able and capable in law to sue and be sued, plead and be implead~
ed, in any court or courts, before any Judge or Judges, Justice or
Justices, in all manner of suits, complaints, pleas, causes, matters,
and demands whatsoever, and all and every matter or thing therein
to do, in as full and effectual a manner, as any other person or per-
sons, bodies politic and corporate, within this commonwealth, may
or can do; and shall be authorized and empowered, and they are ;ng may
hereby respectively authorized and empowered, to make rules, by- Jakeby
Jaws and ardinances, and to do every thing needful for the good
government and support of the affairs of the said corporations, re-
spectively. Provided always, That the said by-laws, rules and ox- provisoasty
dinances, or any of them, be not repugnant to the constitution and ™"
laws of the United States, to the constitution and laws of this com-
monwealth, or to the instrument, upon which the said corporations,

- respectively, are as aforesaid formed and established.

Sect. 1v. Be it enacted by the authority aferesaid, That the .
corporations established by virtue of this act, and the successors tionmaysis
thereof, respectively, by the name, style and title, by them respec- Porsomat =2
tively proyided and declared, as aforesaid, shall be able and capable ™™
in law, according to the terms and conditions of the instrument,
upon which the said corporations, respectively, are as aforcsaid
formed and established, to take, receive and hold all and all man-
ner of lands, tenements, rents, annuities, franchises and heredita-
ments, and any sum and sums of money, and any manner and por-
tion of goods and chattels, given and bequeathed unto them, respec-
tively, to be employed and disposed of according to the objects, ar-
ticles and conditions of the instrument, upon which said corpora-
tions, respectively, are as aforesaid formed and established, or ace
cording to the articles and by-laws of the said corporations, re-
spectively, or of the will and intention of the donors. Provided alr Troviso)3s
ways nevertheless, That the clear yearly value or income of the Zmaunt,
messuages, houses, lands and tenements, rents, annuities, or other
hereditaments, and rea] estate of the said corporations, respectively,
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1791. and the interest of money by them respectively lent, shall not exceed
Yy~ the sum of five hundred pounds.

Secr. v. And whereas bequests and legacies may be made to
public. institutions, of which such institutions may not derive the
benefits intended, from a want of due information : Therefore, Be

Legaclesto 3¢ engcted by the authority aforesaid, 'That when any last will and

CO\'PD\‘ate . . N .
Bodies, how testament is brought to be recorded in any of the registers offices
Tounss® of this state, which shall contain any bequest or legacy to a public
e corporate body, the register is hereby enjoined and required, that,
within six months, he shall make known, by letter, addressed to the
corporate body in whose favour such bequest or legacy is made,
the nature and amount of the same, together with the names of the
‘executors of such last will and testament.

Passed 6th April, 1791 —~Recorded in Law Book No. IV. page 156.

el § e

CHAPTER MDXXXVIIL

An ACT for erecting the remainder of Shauchan’s, and part of Bent-
hy's district, in Washington county, into a scparate clection dis-
trict.

‘WHEREAS the freemen within the remainder of Shauchan’s
election district, and part of Bently’s, or the second district of
"Washington county, have represented, by their petitions, that it is
inconvenient for them to attend at the house of John Mill, at the
general election.

Sect. 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvantia, in General Assembly

where sho 6ty and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That it
inhabitants shall and may be lawful for the freemen within that part of Shau-

of Shauchan’s P .o .
disuiesare _ chan’s district, beginning on the river Monongahela; thence along

Hetona®® the line of Allegheny and Washington counties, to the boundary of
the fourth district; thence along the boundary of the fourth district,
to the head of Peter’s creck ; thence by the boundary of Washing-
ton district, to the road leading from the town of Washington to
Sweringen’s upper ferry ; thence along said road, to the road lead-
ing to the Chester’s ferry, on the river Monongahela; thence down
said river to the place of beginning ; to hold their general and other
lections at the present dwelling-house of David Hamilton,

Passed 6th. April, 1791~Recorded in Law Book No. IV, page 159.

ol § Moy

CHAPTER MDXL.

An ACT 2o vest in trustees, for the use of- the society of people cal-
led Quakers, certain lots of ground therein mentioned. :

i’nssed 6th April, 1791,~—Private Act~—Recorded in Law Book No. IV,
. page 160,



