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declaringthe rivers DelawareandLehigh,andpartsof Neshaminey 1794.
creek,as far up asBarasley’slord, andof the streamcalledLecha- ~
waxen, as far up as thefalls thereof,common highways,and for
improving the navigationin the said rivers,”* passedthe ninth day *Lvol. i~
of March, one thousandsevenhundredandseventy-one,the partyan.i
or partiesso convicted shall be liable to payafine, not exceeding
two hundreddollars, atthe discretionof the court.

Passed19th March, 1794.—Recordedin Law Book No. V. page 191.

CHAPTER MDCCXIII.

A SUPPLEMENT to the acts ofAssemblymadefor the relief of
ineolvcntdebtors.

WHEREAS so much ofthe lawsof this commonwealthmade[5~vol.1,
•for the rt.lie~of insolvent debtors, as authorized and empow-ia~e151.]
ered the Justicesof the SupremeCourt, and the Justicesof the
Court of CommonPleasof the countiesof this state,respectively,
to dischargefrompersonalimprisomnentall persons,who thenwere,
or thereaftermight be held in executionfor debtor demand, al-
thoughthe debtsanddemandsto which anysuchprisonerwasha-
bI~exceededthe sumof one hundredand fifty poundsto any one
of such prisoner’screditors,hath expiredby its own limitation:
And whereasjustice and humanity requirethat insolventdebtors,
who noware, or hereaftershall be, confinedin the severalgaolsof
this commonwealth,shouldbe discharged,where presumptionof
fraud doth not appear,although their debts, respectively, shall
exceedtheaforesaidsumof one hundredand fifty pounds, to any
onecreditor: Therefore,

SECT. 1. Beit enactedby the Senateand Houseof Represen-
tativesof the commonwealthof Pennsylvania,in GeneralAssembly
met,andit is herebyenacted by the authority of the same,Thatmators to
from andafterthepassingof thisact, the Jus~icesof the Supreme~
Court, and the Judgesof theseveralCourtsof CommonPleasof~b~~~ee5
this state,respectively, shall have jurisdiction and powerto dis-
chargefrom imprisonmentall persons,who now are, or hereafter
shall be, imprisonedfor debtsor demands,althoughsuch debtsor
demandsexceedthe aforesaidsumof onehundredand fifty pounds
to anyonecreditor, and to grantrelief in the premisesin the same
manner, and upon the same terms,as is directed by~theactsof
Assemblyof this commonwealthmadefor tile relief of insolvent
debtors.

SECT. It. And whereas,by reasonof tile shortnessof tile terms
of April and September,a debtorconfined in prison by virtue of
processfrom the SupremeCourt of this commonwealthis not,
agreeablyto the existinglaws,enabledto obtain a determinationof
the said court on his or herpetition for tile benefitof tile laws re-
spectinginsolventdebtors, duringthe courtto which suchpetition
IS presented,whenSUCh petition is exhibitedin eitherof the said
terms: Ba it therefore enactedby the authority aforesaid,That Of flOti~ tO
rom and after the passing of this act, it shall awl m~sybe.lawful creditors.
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1794. for the SupremeCourt~f this commonwealthto proceedupon,hear,
~ anddeterminesuchpetition, so exhibitedineitherofthe saidterms,

upon suchpetitioner’sgivingten daysnoticeto hisor hercreditors
of thetime andplaceappointedfor hearingsuchdebtor, andhis or
her creditoror creditors.

Passed~3d April, 1794.—Recordedii~Law Book No.V. page 193.

CHAPTER MDCCXV.

An ACT to authorizetheathnissionofcertainpersonsaswitnesses,
• in casesrespectingthesettlementofpaupers.

(Vol.1, page WHEREAS it appearsthatgreatinconveniencesarise from
~3Z.) thenon-admissionof thetestimony, in casesrespectingtile settle-

ment of paupers,of personsinhabitingeitherof the townshipscon-
cerned,in as muchas it frequently excludesthe bestpossiblelight
andevidencethe natureof thecaseadmits For remedywhereof,

SECT. x. Be it enacted~by tile Senateand HouseofRepresenta-
tives of the commonwealthof Pennsylvania,in General Assembly

or witneseesmet, and it is hereby enactedby the authorit~jof the same, That
fbr settling the Justicesof the Peace and the Judgesof the several courts

within this commonwealthareherebyauthorizedto admit, in all
casesrespectingthe settlementof paupers,thetestimonyof every
otherwiselegalwitness,notwithstandinghe,sheor theymaybein-
habitantsof the city, district, borough, township or townships,
concerned.

Passed3d April, 1794,—Recordedin Law Book No. V. page194.

CHAPTER MDCCXIX.

An ACT to enable~amesWallaceandRudolph.Pi.chel to erectmill-
damson Swataracreek,in the countyof Dauphin.

SECT. x. [JAMES WALLACE andRudolphPickel, seve-
rally authorizedto erectmill dams overSwataracreek.

Dan,, how SECT. II. Provided, That suchdam or damsbe so constructed
cobs lOsilt. andkeptin repair,with aproperslopeor slopes,anda lock or locks,

wherebythe navigation of the said creekwill not be injured, nor
l’rovito. the passageof fish prevented;andthat the rightsof all andevery

personandpersonswhatsoevershall be andremaininviolate, and
shall not be affectedby this act, and especiallythat theprivileges
grantedto the companyincorporatedfor the purposeof openinga
canalandlock navigationfrom Susquehannato Schuylkill shallnot
he impairedor infringedby any thinghereincontained.]

Passed8th April, 1794.—Recordedin Law Book No.V. page197.


