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be packed in city or county of Philadelphia, shall

the several reserved tracts of land ad-
Joining the towns of Erie, Franklin,
Warren and Waterford, and for other
purposes therein mentioned.” The go-
vernor is directed to appoint two per-
sons, who, together with the commis-
sioner of sales, are to appraise all the
in-lots in squares, and the out lotsin
the second section of Erie, which ap-
praisement shall be entered in a book
for that purpose, they shall then adver-
tise the lots for sale on a day certain;
but no contract shall be confirmed un-
til sixty days after opening the books ;
and the terms prescribed, in yearly in-
stalments; the bonds to be sent to the
Secretary of the Land-Office within
six months ; who shall issue patents
to the purchasers, on payment accord-
ing to the sales. The commissioner
and persons appointed to be under oath
or aflirmation, and to receive a certain
compensation.

The Beuch of the lake, from the up-
per corner of the garrison tract, and
for twenty perches back from the wa-
ter's edge, down the lake to the out-
lots, and from thence down the same,

including all the land betwben the outs
lots and the water’s edge, to the tract
of land No. 38, shall be and remain a
public landing for the use of the inhabi.
tants and others, until otherwise ap-
propriated by law; and penalty for ob-
structing the said landing.

By an act passed 2d April, 1811,
The occupancy and use of certain lands
near Presqw® Isle, not less than two nor
more than four acres, ave ceded to the
United States, for the purpose of erect-
ing a light-house, commissicners ap-
pointed to survey and lay it off, and
transmit the draft thereof to the Secre-
tar yof the treasury of the United States.
—The jurisdiction, and right of soil
excepted by the state.

An academy is incorporated in the
borough of Erie, by act of 2d April,
1811, And five hundred acres of the
reserved lands, adjoining the town and
fifteen town lots, are grunted to the suid
academy, for the use thereof, &c.

Two out-lots of the town of Frankiin,
ceded to the United States, by act of
1st Feb’y, 1796, (chap. 1858,) post.
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CHAPTER MDCCCXLVI
An ACT providing for the inspection of Gun-porwders

'WHEREAS gun-powder imported from abroad, and manu-

factured within this state, hath frequently been found to vary much
in its strength, and sometimes of inferior qualities, and its defects
not discovered until brought into actual use: And whereas the
modes heretofore used to prove the force thereof have been found
uncertain and variable: And whereas Joseph Leacock, of the city
of Philadelphia, hath invented an engine, called a pendulum pow-
der proof, with a graduated arch and catch-pall, by which it is con-

‘ceived that the force of gun-powder may be proved by experiment,

and the article reduced to certain and uniform standards of strength,
whereby the manufacture may be advanced towards ultimate per-
fection, and the purchaser and consumer protected against fraud and
imposition

Srct. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Housc of Repre-
sentatives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assem-
bly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, 'T'hat
from and after the first day of October next, all gun—powde}- manu-
factured within this state, with intent, to se¢ll the same vylthm the
be put in good and tight kegs

_or casks of twenty-five, fifty, or one hundred pounds neat weight,

each made of well seasoned timber, bound together with at least
twelve hoops, and having a hole bored in each head, of the diame-
ter of one fourth part of an inch, well stopped with corks and hav-
ing the tare weight of each cask marked thereon, and that all such
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gun-powder, and all other gun-powder, wheresoever manufactured, 1795.

imported into the port of Philadelphia, or brought into the city or ‘e’

county of Philadelphia for sale, shall be deposited, forthwith on such Al gu-

importation or bringing in by land or by water, in the public maga- mamfactu.

zine in the said city, and delivered to the care of the keeper of the ported, wobe

same, who shall give his receipt for the same, deliverable to the or- frmags

der of him or them who shall so deposit the same. mne.
Secr. 11._dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Commission.

That David Rittenhouse, Francis Gurney, and Thomas Proctor be, o prasure

and they are hereby, appointed commissioners, to procure at least fowdee

two pendulum powder proofs, upon the construction invented by the Frovfs

said Joseph Leacock, as nearly uniform in the length of the radius

and weight of pendulum, and in length of caliber and weight of the

pistol, as they can procure the same, and therewith make experi-

ments of the respective strength or force of the several species of

gun-powder imported from abroad, and manufactured within this

state, sufficient in number to ascertain the quality and force of three

different degrees of strength in explosion, and marking the number

of degrees on the graduated arch of the said engine, to which equal

quantities by weight of the said three species of gun-powder, ram-

med with equal force into the pistol, shall elevate the said pendu-

lum ; and the powder, which shall be barely capable of -raising the senaaa

said pendulum to the lowest rate of elevation, shall be the standard ool ofgun:

for the state of Pennsylvania for gun-powder of the first or lowest -

proof ; and the powder, which shall be capable of raising the said

pendulum to the highest rate of elevation, shall be the standard of

gun-powder for the state of Pennsylvania of the third or highest

proof; and the middle or second proof standard of gun-powder

shall be ascertained by the number of degrees on the said graduated

arch, to which the same quantity by weight in equal moieties of the

first and third proof powder shall be capable of raising the said pen-

dulum ; and the said standard being so fixed and ascertained, the

said commissioners shall make report thereof in writing, by inden- ruecommis.

tures under their hands and seals, one part thereof, together with sioners to,

one of the said two pendulum powder proofs, and as accurate a draft xetw accus

and description thereof as can be made shall be returned to the ofthe twa

Governor, to be filed and remain in the office of the Secretary of the",’,f,‘:,‘,’&fé‘;m

eommonwealth ; one other part shall be returned to the Master of proofs3

the Rolls, to be recorded in his office, and filed among the laws of

the state; and the other part, together with the other pendulum

powder proofs, shall be delivered to the first Inspector of gun-pow- . ...

der to be appointed in pursuance of this act, and by him, and his smesha

successors in office, to his and their successors, as often as another ?

officer shall be appointed. ’ :
Seer. 111, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, vow the

That so often as the said pendulum powder proofs in the posses- f. kecping

sion of the Inspector shall by natural wear, or by accident, be ren- Siu nay

dered unfit for use, or its accuracy doubted, the same shall be com- b ;ﬂ#g"‘{f"f&

pared with the other remaining in the Secretary’s office, gnd if found made.

necessary, a new one constructed, and made conformably thereto 1n

measure and weighs, for the use of the Inspector at his own c0stS
and charges,

Yor. 11T, : 2 H
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1795. Seor. 1v. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
‘v~ 'That the said Commissioners shall prepare and report a plan for
Aauable  the necessary buildings, and an estimate of the expense thereof, and
?‘&ﬁfﬁg}:’of the same being laid betore‘and approved by the Governor, he shall
theinspec  cause to be erected and built, on the most proper part of the lot be-
for longing to the public magazine aforesaid, a brick building, for the
‘use of the Inspector, with two apartments, one for the purpose of
keeping his engine apparatus and for making proofs, and the other
for the purpose of keeping the samples of powder in safety, the ex-
pense of which building shall be paid and defrayed by warrants to
be drawn by the Governor on the State Treasurer, which shall be
allowed him on settlement of his accounts, out of the fund for the
Limidtion Support of government: Provided, That the whole amount of the
oftheex- ‘expense thereof do not exceed the sum of five hundred dollars.
Aninspector  SECT. Vo And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
G Empow hat it shall and may be lawful for the Governor of this common-
. @ppointed.  wyealth, and he is hereby required, as soon as conveniently may be
after the passing of this act, and as often afterwards as the office
shall become vacant by death, resigpation or otherwise, to appoint
one suitable and skilful person to be inspector.of gun-powder in and
for the city, port and county of Philadelphia, who before he enters
Hisquaii- On the duties of his office, shall take and subscribe the oath.or affir-
"rien- mation required by law for the support of the constitutions of the
United States and of this state ; and moreover shall take and sub-
scribe, before the Governor, an oath or affirmation, that he will well
and faithfully perform all and singular the duties required by this
act, according to the best of his knowledge, skill and ability, and
without prejudice or partiality.
Duties ofthe  SECTe VI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
inspector.  "That it shall be the duty of the Inspector of gun-powder so to ‘be
appointed, for the time being, to attend at the said public magazine,
Toingpect, and his office so to be built, as often as shall be necessary, to inspect
fmiprove and examine all gun-powder-there to be deposited, to draw samples
Hregunpow- from each cask of powder which shall be so as aforesaid bored, and
to open or otherwise get samples of casks of powder not bored as
aforesaid, and removing such samples to his office, there to prove
tomarkthe the same by the pendulum proof aforesaid, and note the standard
51?;11]@? quality of each cask, to provide himself with cedar plugs stamped on
the outer end with the letters 8. P. and the figures number one,
number two, and number three, to designate the first, second and
) third proofs of standard gun-powder of the state of Pennsylvania,
womae and another stamped with the letters 8. P. to designate condemned
gun-powder 3 C.
. gun—powder, and therewith carefully to plug up the holes opened or
made for the purpose with such marked plugs, as the proof quality
of the powder in each cask respectively contained, and occasionally
foweigh the t0 Weigh the said casks; and if upon weighing the same suspicion
Seemimacr. should arise that the casks are false tared, or do not contain the

quantity herein above mentioned for each cask, to empty the same,
and tosupply and weigh the cask and powder separately, to ascertain the deficien-
oy dghie- cy, if any, in the neat weight, and to fill the same-to its due weight
atiereasks.. ont of any other cask belonging to the same person, marking the
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weight taken on the ullage casks, and keeping an exact account in - 1795,
his books thereof, and ot the names of the owners, and the persons ‘==’
bringing and depositing the same,

SecT. viI. dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Rale for
"That every cask of gun-powder inspected as aforesaid shall be condemping
plugged up with a plug marked with the number next below the S FoWdr
standard number of degrees to which the pendulum shall not be ele-
vated in the proof, and that every cask of gun-powder inspected as
aforesaid, which shall not clevate the pendulum to the standard of
the first or lowest proof, shall be condemmned, and one pint of clean
waicr for every twenty-five pounds of powder therein contained
shall be poured thereinto, and the hole plugged up with the plug
marked 8. P. before the same shall be delivered over to the

c
owner to be refined and re-manufactured; and to prevent a failure
in the inspection by the temporary indisposition of the Inspector, = -
it shall and may be lawful for him to execute all the duties hereby oo may
required by a Deputy, to be appointed by him, and approved by the 3oy * -
Governor, the Deputy first taking and subscribing the like oaths or
affirmations hereby required from the principal. '

Sect. vitl. dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesdid, The inspeer
That the keeper of the said magazine shall at all seasonable times {250
in every juridical day in the year admit the said Inspector, and his intothe |
Deputy and Assistants, into the said magazine, to do and perform
the several duties hereby required of him and them, and shall not foydst ot
deliver any powder from the said magazine until the same shall be gred, ol
inspected as aforesaid.

SecT. 1X. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Renalty, it

. 5 . the inspee-
"That no person appointed to the office of Inspector, or his Deputy, toror his
shall, during the time of holding or exercising the said office, be con- gobeened”
cerned directly orindirectly in manufacturing, buying or selling gun- {5 manstac
powder in gross, or by retail, under penalty of forfeiting the sum selling Fune
of five hundred dollars for every such offence, to be recovered by
any person who will sue for the same in any court having compe-
tent jurisdiction, one meiety for the use of this commonwealth, and
the other to the use of him or them who shall sue for the same ; and
upon conviction thereof shall be removed from the said office, and
wholly disqualified to take or hold any office of trust or profit un-
der this commonwealth. ,

SrcT. x. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, penstyon
That if any person, from and after the said first day of October next, jiy df,‘,’,‘f_“t‘
importing or bringing into the port or city, or county of Philadel- pewecs
phia, any quantity of gun-powder exceeding twenty-five pounds, zine, orsel.
with intent to sell the same, shall neglect to deposit the same for withour
inspection in the magazine aforesaid, or shall sell the same before "#¢™
it be inspected and marked as aforesaid, or shall sell any gun-pow-
der that shall be condemned as aforesaid as and for merchantable
gun-powder, every person so offending shall forfeit all such gun-
powder as aforesaid. .

Srer, x1. And be it Sfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid, misegme
That the Inspector shall be entitled to demand and receive of and
from the owner and possessor of all gun-powder deposited in the
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1795, said magazine, and by him or his Deputy examined, proved and
by~ plugged, as aforesaid, the following sums or rates, whether the same

How dis-
putes be.
tween the
owner of

and the

inspector

shall be

ided,

roa

be approved or condemned, paid or secured, before the same shall
be removed from the magazine, if the Inspector shall so require ;
for every cask of powder, manufactured in this state, or any of the
United States, bored, and stopped with corks by the manufacturer,
containing twenty-five pounds neat weight, seven cents ; for every
like cask containing fifty pounds, eight cents; for every like cask
containing one hundred pounds, nine cents ; and for every cask of
foreign powder, or powder manufactured in the United States, not
bored and stopped with corks as aforesaid, double the said price or
rates ; and for every cask which he shall find deficient one per cent,
in weight and shall £ill up, fifty cents.

SzcT. x11. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That if any dispute should arise between the owner, possessor or
consignee of any such powder and the Inspector, touching the proof
or condemnation thereof, or of the goodness of the materials and
manner in which the casks are made, upon application by the own-
er, possessor- or consignee of such powder to one of the Magistrates
of the city or county of Philadelphia, where the dispute shall arise,
the said Magistrate shall issue his warrant to three indifferent judi-
cious persons to be triers thereof, one of them to be named by the
said owner, possessor or consignee, one by the said Inspector, and
the third by the said Magistrate, directing the said triers to view
and examine the said powder, and make report to him forthwith
touching the condition thereof, and that if they shall find the said
powder not merchantable, that they certify to him the cause there-
of, and the said Magistrate shall thereupon give his judgment agree-
ably to the report of the said triers, or any two of them ; and in case
the said Magistrate shall on such report adjudge the powder not to
be merchantable, he shall award the owner, possessor or consignee
thereof, to pay all costs ; but in case the said powder shall be found
merchantable, the Inspector shall be adjudged to pay all costs,
which may have accrued, and shall thereupon cause the powder to
be marked as of the standard to be directed by the said triers. (722)

Passed 18th April, 1795.~~Recorded in Law Book No. V1. page 26,

(+) By a supplement to this act,
passed 29th March, 1802, in this vo-
lume, (chap. 2264.) The Inspector is
authorized, directed and enjoined on
request, &c. of any owner or occupier
of any manufactory of gun-powder,
within the county of Philadelphia, to
repair to such manufactory, from time
to time, to inspect and warlk all gun-
powder manufactured thereat, and to
receive ten cents a mile, travelling ex-

_penses, therefor, besides his usual fees.

And the owner may remove such gun«
powder immediately from the manu-
factory to the place of exportation.

Penalty on the superintendant of the
magazine, or his deputy, if concerned
directly, or indirectly, in manufacturing
or selling gun-powder.

The superiniendant, in future, not
to receive any fee or emolument for the
delivery of any gun-powder; but shall
only charge for the storage of gun-pow-
der deposited in the magazine,



