ACTS ‘

OF THE

General Aagembly of Penngploania,

.

Passed during the eighth General Assembly, which commenc-
ed 5th December, 1797, and ended 4th April, 1798,

Sor————————————————e—
THOMAS MIFFLIN GOVERNOR,

ROBERT HARE, SPEAKER OF THE SENATE. 1798,
GEORGE LATIMER, SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF \
) REPRESENTATIVES,

CHAPTER MDCCCCL.

An ACT extending the powers of the Fudges of the Supreme Gourt
and Gomman Pleas.

Sect. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
2atives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly
met, andit is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, 'That Powerofthe
the Supreme Court and several Courts of Common Pleas in this compei e
state, shall have power, in any action depending before them, i Progationef
motion, and upon good and sufficient cause shewn, by aflidavit or vaes.
affirmation, and due notice thereof being given, to require the par-
ties, or either of them, to produce books or writings in their pos-
session or power, which contain evidence pertinent to the issue; and
if either party shall fail to comply with such order, and to produce
such books or writings, or to satisfy said courts why the same is not
in the party’s power so to do, it shall be lawtul for the said courts,
if the party so refusing shall be a plaintiff, to give judgment for the
defendant as in cases of non-suit, and if a deiendant, to give judg-
ment against him or her by default, as far as rclates to such parts of
the plaintiff or plaintiffs demand, or the defendant or defendants
diffence, to which the books or papers of the party is alleged to ap-
ptye

Pasged 27th February, 1798.~Recorded in Law Book No. VI page 211,



