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An ACT extendingthepowersof theJudgesofthe SupremeCourt
andcommonPleas.

SECT. x. BE it enactedby the Senateand HouseofRepresen-
.tatives of the commonwealthofPennsylvania,in General Assembly
met, andit is herebyenactedby the authority of the same, ThatPowevofthe
the Supreme Court and severalCourtsof Common Pleasin this ~~he

state,shall havepower, in anyaction dependingbefore them~o~
motion, and upon good andsufficientcauseshewn,by affidavit or j)apoI’8.

affirmation, and duenotice thereofbeing given, to requirethe par-
ties, or either of them,to producebooksor writings in their pos:
sessionorpower,whichcontainevidencepertinentto the issue; and
if eitherpartyshall fail to complywith suchorder,and to produce
suchbooksor writings, or to satisfysaidcourtswhy thes~uneis not
in the party’s powerso to do, it shall be lawful for the said courts,
~f thepartyso refusingshall be a plaintiff, to give judgmentfor the
defendantas in casesof non-suit,and if adeièndant,to give judg-
ment againsthim or herby default, asfar as relatesto suchpartsof
the plaintiff or plaintiffs demand,or the defendantor cleftudants
defence,to which the booksor papersof the partyis allegedto ap-
ply.

Passed27th February,1798,.—Reco~d~din Law Book No.VI. page211.


