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-1798. Justices of the said General Court of Quarter Sessions, such Con-
b~ gtable shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars, one
half for the use of the state, and the other for the use of the person
who shall inform of the buying aforesaid, to be recovered in any
Court of Record within this state; and shall, morepver, be incapa-

ble of holding the said office at any time thereafter.
Putofs . SEQT. 1v. And be it further enacted by the quthority aforesaid,
fomaet® That so much of the act, entitled “ A Supplement to the act, enti-
fled ¢ Axni Act to extend the powers of the Justices of the Peace
of this state,” passed the thirteenth day of February, in the year of
(*cigp.  our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six,* as relates to
#%) " the election and appointment of an High Constable for the town-
ship of the Northern-Liberties, be, and the same is hereby, repealed.

Pagsed 27th February, 1798.~Recorded in Law Book Na. VI. page 217.

P

. CHAPTER MDCCCCLVIIL.

orginat 4 SUPPLEMENT 120 the act, entitled < An Act for incorporating-
gmf';i%{'lz' the Society formed for the relicf of distressed aud decayed pilots,
i their widows and ¢children”

8ect. 1. [THE rights of the Corporation preserved. 2. The
times for holding future meetings, prescribed, 3. Part of the for-
mer act repealed.]

Pagsed 27th prruary, 1798—Private act.-Regorded in Law Book No. V1.
page 213,

A fpenart

CHAPTER MDCCCCLX,

An ACT to provide for the erection of houses for the employment

and support of the poor, in the counties of Chester and Lan
raster,

Sect. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly

Poorhounes €Ly 4nid it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That

o be erece houses far the employment and support of the poor shall be erected

andTacas. i the counties of Chester and Lancaster, in the manner, and un-
o der the conditions hereinafter prescribed and enacted.

SecT. 10, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
'That the citizens of the said counties of Chester and Lancaster,
respectively, shall, at the general election next ensuing the passing
of this act, in the manner prescribed for the election of Members
of the House of Representatives of this commonwealth, elect six
reputable citizens of each of the said counties respectively, to be
directors of the paor, and of the house of employment for the
sounty of Chester, and for the county of Lancaster ; and the Judges
certifatecs @1 clection for the said counties respectively shall, immediately on
#he elewtion, receiving the returns from the several election districts, and casting

vp the pumber of votes therein, or within three days thereafter,

Directors,
how gg be
eleeted,



certify, under their hands and seals, the names of the directots so 17gg,
chosen to the clerk of the Court of Quarter Sessions of the said rex ‘e
spective counties, who shall file the said certificate in his office, and
forthwith give notice in writing to the said directors of their be-

ing elected ; and the said directors shall meet at the court- Meeringof
house, in their respective coumties, on the first Monday in Ne- e e
vember next ensuing their election, and divide themselves by lot t3tionof ser
into three classes, the places of the first to be vacated at the expi-

ration of the first year; of the second at the expiration of the se-

cond year, and of the third at the expiration of the third year, so

that those who shall be chosen after the first election, and in the

mode above prescribed, may serve for three years, and one third

be chosen annually.

Szer. wns dAnd be it further enacted by the authotity aforesaid, TheBivee
That the said directors respectively shall, for ever hereafter, in rated.
name and in fact, be one body politic and corporate in law, to all
intents and purposes whatsoever relating to the poor of the said
counties of Chester and Lancaster, and shall have perpetual suc-
cession, and may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded by the
name, style and title of ¢ The Directors of the poor and of the f;?;ggﬁg}g
house of employment for the county of Chester, and of the Direc-
tors of the poor and of the house of employment of the county 4
of Lancaster ;” and by that name shall and may respectively re- Its immuni-
ceive, take and hold any lands, tenements and hereditaments, not wnd datien,
exceeding the yearly value of five thousand dollars, and any goods
and chattels whatsoever, of the gift, alienation or bequest of any
person or persons whatsoever ; to purchase, take and hold any lands
and tenements within their respective counties in fee simple, or other-
wise, and ercct suitable buildings thereon, for the reception, vse
and accommodation of the poor of their respective townships; to
provide all things necessary for the reception, lodging, maintenance
and employment of the said poor; to appoint a Treasurer annually,
who shall give bond, with sufficient surety, for the faithful dis~ Treasarer of
charge of the duties of his office, and that at the expiration thereof, fe oo,
he will well and truly pay and deliver over to his successor all mo- ificationand
nies, bonds, notes, books, accounts, and other papers, to the said i
corporations respectively belonging, which shall then be remaining
in his hands, custody and possession; to employ, and at pleasure
remove a steward or stewards, matron or matrons, physician or
physicians, surgeon or surgeons, and all other necessary attendants

for the said poor respectively; to bind out as apprentices or to ser-

vice, so that such service may expire, if males, at or before the age

-of twenty-one years, if females, at or before the age of eighteen,

with the approbation of two Justices of the Peace, such poor chil-

dren as shall come under their notice, or as may now be bound ap-
prentices by the Overseers of the Poor; and to exercise and enjoy

all such other powers, now vested in the Overseers of the Poor, as

are not hercin granted or supplied; and the said Directors respec- Seal of the
tively shall be empowered to use one common seal in all business “F= ™
rclating to the said corporation, and the same at their pleasure to

alter or renew.

SECT. 1v. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Bstimatesto

. A y . . b ade of
That the said Directors respectively, as spon as may be after their the expentes
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1798. election and organization as aforesaid, shall make an estimate of the
‘e~~~ probable expense of purchasing the lands, erecting the necessary
of erecting. buildings, and furnishing the same, and maintaining the poor within
ings, &.  the said counties respectively for one year; whereupon the county
waxtope  COmmissioners of the said respective counties shall, and they are
Yrisedfor de- hereby authorized and required to increase the county tax by one
same. and fourth part of the sum necessary for the purposes aloresaid,
" shall procure on loan, on the credit of the tuxes herein directed
to be levied, the remaining three fourths thercof, to be repaid in in-
stalments, with interest, out of the county taxes: Provided always,
"That if such loan cannot be made, the whole amount of the sum
necessary for the purposes aforesaid, or such part thereof as may
be deemed proper, shall immediately be added to the county tax, to
be paid by the county Treasurer to the Directors aforesaid, on or-
ders drawn in their favour by the county commissioners, as the same
may be found necessary.
‘Time and SecT. v. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
Tty That the said Directors respectively shall, at least once in-every year,
theaweounts render an account of all the monies by them received and expended to
'I‘:“t; . the Auditors appointed to audit and settle the county accounts, sub-
oo ject to the same penalties, rules and regulations, as are by law di-
fheror  rected respecting the accounts of the county commissioners ; and
shall also, at least once in every year, lay before the Court of Quar-
ter Sessions and Grand Jury of the said counties respectively a list
of the number, ages and sexes of the persons maintained and em-
ployed in the said house of employment respectively, or supported
or assisted by them elsewhere, and of the children by them bound
out to apprenticeships or to service, as aforesaid, with the names of
the masters or mistresses, and their trade, occupation or calling ;
mapeetionof andl shall at all times, when thereunto required, submit to the in-
thebooks,  ghection and free examination of such visitors, as shall from time
to time be appointed by the Court of Quarter Scssions of the said
counties respectively, all their books, accounts, affairs and economy,
together with the rents, interests and monies, payable and recetva-
ble by the said corporations respectively ; and also an account of all
sales, purchases, donations, devises and bequests, as shall have been
made by or to them, or either of them.
Tewsteesap.  SECT. V1. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
pointedtolix That Joshua Ashbridge, Edward Darlington, Moses Marshall, Iis-
for erecting quire, Robert Miller, John Davis, John Rinchart, James M‘Gib-
howses;  bons, Esquire, Samuel Carter, and James Johnston, of the said
county of Chester, and Edward Hand, Thomas Boude, George
Mosser, James Morrison, John Funk, Peter Ellmaker, Frederick
Segar, George Eleck, and Zachariah Moore, of the said county of
Lancaster, be, and they are hereby authorized, empow ercd and di-
rected to receive and hear such applications, as shall be directed to
them, respecting the place which may be deemed most proper for
crecting the buildings for the employment and support of the poor
as aforesaid, within their respectivé counties, and shall, on or be-
whoshanre. fore the first day of December next, determine upon and fix the
paiteo the " place within the said counties of Chester and Lancaster respectively,

ter Sege 3 . . g 1 1
sows. . in which the said buildings shall be crected, and shall certify their
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proceedings, under their hands and seals, to the Clerk of the Quar- 1798.
ter Sessions of the said counties respectively, to be filed in his ‘e
office.
Sect. vii. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Whenand

That as soon as the said respective buildings shall be erected, and how the poor
all necessary accommodations provided therein, notices shall be sent, Jigyedothe
signed by any two of the said Directors of the said respective coun- grestedun.
ties, to the Overseers of the several townships of the said counties )
of Chester and Lancaster respectively, requiring them forthwith to

bring the poor of their respective townships to the said houses of
employment respectively, which order the said Overseers are here-

by enjoined and required to comply with, otherwise to forfeit the

cost of all future maintenance, except in cases, when by sickness, Fxception 35

v . +  to the sick,
or other sufficient cause, any poor person cannot be removed, in andhow

which case the said Overseers shall represent the same to the nearest ey halibe

Justice of the Peace, who, being satisfied of the truth thereof, shall

certify the same to the said Directors, and at the same time issue an

order, under his hand and seal, to the said Overseers, directing

them to maintain such poor, until such time as he or she shall be in

a situation to be removed, then to convey the said pauper, and de-

liver him or her to the steward or keeper of the said house of em-

ployment, together with the said order; and the charge and expense

of such temporary relief and of such removal shall be paid by the

said Directors, at a reasonable allowance. ‘ v
Szct. viii. dnd beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, The Dicec

That the said Directors respectively shall, from time to time, re- 58"15,,'0‘33;‘(‘1‘:“3

ceive, provide for and employ, according to the true intent and 5 Ha

meaning of this act, all such poor and indigent persons, as shall be of theres-

. . P N . peetive coun-
entitled to relief, or shall have gained a legal settlement in the said ties; and the

county of Chester, or in the said county of Lancaster, and shall be 3:3;?:;15:.:-
sent there by an order or warrant for that purpose, under the hands *™***
and seals of any two Justices of the Peace, directed to any consta-

ble of the said county of Chester or Lancaster, or to the Overseers

of the proper township in any other county of this commonwealth,

and to the said Directors of the poor and of the house of employ-
ment of the said county of Chester or Lancaster; and the said Di-
rectors respectively are hereby authorized, when they shall deem it
proper and convenient so to do, to permit any poor person or per-

sons to be maintained clsewhere; and if the pauper be married, and

the person to whom he or she is married is not supported at the
county expense, it shall be the duty of the said Directors to place

the said pauper with the person to whom he or she is married, if
required; provided the expense of such maintenance doth not ex-

ceed thatof the house of employment.

Stcr. 1x. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, power of the
"That the said Directors, or any four of them, who shail be a quo- makeraes
rum in all cases to do business within their respective counties, shall 34 resi
have full power to make and ordain ail such ordinances, rules and ‘
regulations, as they shall think proper, convenient and necessary
for the direction, government and support of the poor and houses
of ¢mployment aforesaid, and of the revenues thereunto respectively
belonging, and of all such persons as shall come under their care

{4
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1798. or cognizance, provided the same be not repugnant to this law, or

Y~~~ any other of the laws of this state, or of the United States; and
provided also, that the same shall not have any force or effect, un-
til they shall have been submitted to the President and Asso-
ciate Judges of the Court of Common Pleas for the time being,
for the district within which the said county of Chester or Lan-
caster shall be, and shall have received the approbation of said
court.

Times and SecT. x. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

Pl of,r 'That 2 committee consisting of at least two of the said Directors,

the Diree-  ghgll, and they are hereby enjoined and required to meet at the said
houses of employment, in their respective counties, at least once in
every month, and visit the apartments, and see that the poor are
comfortably supported, and hear all compluints, and redress, or
cause to be redressed, all grievances, which may happen by the ne-
glect or misconduct of their servants, or others in their employ-
ment, or otherwise,

Compensa-  BpcT. X1 dAnd be it Jurther enacted by the authority aforesaid,

Direstors.  'T'hat the said directors shall cach of them receive for their services
twenty dollars per annum, to defray the expense of their nccessary
attendance on the duties of their offices.

How vacan-  SECT. X1L. dAnd be it Surther enacted by the authority aforesaid,

Sies shalibe That in case of any vacancy or vacancies, by death, resignation re-

tedirec- moval, neglect, refusal, or otherwise, of any of the said Directors,
a majority of the remaining Directors shall fill such vacancy or va-
cancies, by appointment of one or more citizens of their said coun-
ties respectively, as the case may require, to serve until the next
general election, when another Director or Directors shall be elect-
ed, to servefor the period or periods which such Dircctor or Direc-
tors were to have served, if no such vacuncy or vacantics had hap-
pened.

How monics  SECT. X111, .And de it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

L'}t:},ih?,’&’r. That all the monies which shall be remaining in the hands of the

gesof the owverseers of the poor of the several townships of Chester and Lan-

applieds, caster counties respectively, at the time when the first county poor
tax shall be assessed, levied and collected, shall be paid over by the
said Overseers to the supervisors of the highways of their respective
townships, to be by them applied towards the repairing of the roads
therein.

Whentheot  SECT. X1V, And be it further enacted by the authority nforesaid,

fice of Over T'hat as soon as the poor of the counties of Chester and Lancaster

raorin  shall be removed to the respective houses of employment of the said

Lancaster - counties, the office of Overscer of the poor within the said coun-

abolished,  ties shall from thenceforth be abolished.

Sonbeie Sror. xve dnd be i further e;zactc:(l by the (zzttlz?ritg/ aforesaid,

Cletksof . That for the services enjoined on the Clerks of th'c (Jourt‘s of Quar-~

Quarter ses.. ter Sessions and of Common Pleas of the counties of Chester and

Hon Lancaster by this act, he shall be entitled to exhibit his accounts to
the county commissioners of the said countics respectively, who
shall cxamine and allow the same, and draw on the county Treasur-
er for the amount thereof, as is usual inthe cuse of other accounts.
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Sect. Xv1. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaids 1798.
That so much of the laws of this commonwealth, relating to the ‘e~
poor of the counties of Chester and Lancaster, as is by this act al- Repealof

N . parts of
tered or supplied, and no more, be, and the same is hereby repeal- Yormer 1aws,

hereby sup-
ed. (d) s,
Passed 27th Febrpary, 1798.—Rscorded in Law Book No. VI page 218.

("d_) By s supplement to this act, the
directors of cach of the counties re-
spectively were empowered to sell cer-
tain parts of the lands they had pure.
chased, andapply the proceeds to main-
tain the poor, and erect proper huild-
ings; and the commissioners were di-
rected to compensate the persons ap-
pointed by the actin the text, for the
gervices rendered by them, 9th Fel’y,
1799, (chap. 2006)

By un act passed 30th January, 1804,
(chap. 2405,) the directors respective-
ly, or a majority of them, are authoriz-
ed to bind out poor children, apprenti-
ces.

By an act passed 31st March, 1807,

. (chap. 2785,) the directors of these

counties respectively shall furnish to
the county commissioners, annually,
an estimate of the sum wanted for the
use of the poor, which is to be assessed
and collected in addition to the county
tax, which shall be paid by the county
(reasurer ro the directors, on warranty
of the county commssioners.

If on the death of suy pauper, in
cither of the said houses of employ-
ment, &ec. it should appear that such
pauper died possessed of property, the

same shall be recovered by, and vested
in the directors, to be by them applied
to the support of such institutions re-
spectively; provided that it shall be
their duty to give public notice thereof,
and pay over the same, first dedueting
the expenses, incurred on account of
such pauper, to the heirs or legal re-
presentatives, if the same shuil be
claimed within three years after the
death of such person.

By act of 22d December, 1810, the
directors of the poor of the county of
Chester, shall annually publish in the
county news-papers a detailed state-
ment of the receipts and expenditures
on account of the institution, The num-
ber of directors shall be reduced to
three, two to be a quorum. The salary
to be forty dollars a year, with an addi-
tional compensation for attending suits,
&c. The office of Treasurer is abolish-
ed, and the duties of clerk, shall be
performed by the steward of the house,
whose salary, including the matron’s,
shall not exceed four hundred dollars
year, and all monies appropriated -for
the estublishment, shall be paid bythe
county Treasurer, only on orders drawn
on him by the directors thereof. ‘

ot § Qe

CHAPTER MDCCCCLXII.

An ACT to enable the Governor of this commonwealth to incorpo-

rate a company, for the purpose of improving the navigation of

the river Lehigh.

Sect. 1. [COMMISSIONERS, appointed to receive subserip-

tions. Notice to be given,

Subscriptions, when and how to be

made, and to what amount. 'When the books shall be closed, and
proceedings thereupon. How shares shall be apportioned, in case
more are subscribed for than the law prescribes. Advance to be
paid by the subscribers. Expense of the business, how to be de-
frayed ; and the subscriptions paid over. 2. Proceedings to obtain
a patent of incorporation. "The style of the corporation to be
¢ The President and Managers of the Lehigh Navigation Com-
pany ;” and to have the usual corporate powers. 3. Power to clear
the navigation of the Lehigh. 4. Proceedings to organize the
corporation, and choose corporation officers. Limitation of the
votes of the subscribers. 5. Time and place of meeting; and
power of the corporation to make by-laws prescribed. 6, Certifi-



