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THE GREAT LAW (SHORTVERSION)

Or TheBodyofLawsofthe ProvinceofPennsilvaniaandTerritories
thereuntobelongingPast at an Assemblyheld at Chester(Alias Up-
land) the 7thday ofthe 10thMonth calledDecember1682

The shortversionof The GreatLaw is from Law Book, 1682-1690
(PatrickRobinson’sBook), pages5-22,inP.H.M.C.,Archives,RG-26.
It representsthoselaws which wereconfirmedby the March, 1683,
sessionof theAssembly,for itsnumberingagreeswith thereferences
to thelawsby title andnumberinchapter141, 1683declaringcertain
lawsfundamental,andalsoin thePetitionof RightJune1, 1693.Al-
thoughthe “long version”of theGreatLaw wasthecopy adoptedin
the 1682 session,the ShortVersion is also carriedheresincerefer-
encesin subsequentlaws (andthe notesin thisvolume)are to chap-
ters1 through61 of thiscopy.

Whereastheglory of Almighty God, & the goodof Mankind, is the

reason& endofgovernment,& thereforgovernmentin it SetfisaVen-

erableOrdinanceof God.And forasmuchasit is principally desired&

intendedby the Proprietary& Governour& thefreemenof theProv-

ince of Pennsilvania& territoriestheruntobelonging,to Make & es-

tablish Such Laws, as Shall best preservetrue ChristianandCivil

Liberty, in oppositiontoall UnchristianLicentious& unjustpractices,

(WherebyGodmay havehis due,Caesarhis due & the peopletheir

due)from tyranny& oppressionon the oneSide& insolencie& Licen-

tiousnesson the other,So that the best & firmest foundationmaybe

Lay’d for thepresent& futurehappinesof boththe Governour& peo-

ple of this Province& territoriesaforesaid& their posterity.

Be it thereforEnactedbyWilliam PennProprietary& Governourby

& with the Advice & Consentof the deputiesof the free-menof this

Province& Countiesaforesaidin Assemblymet,& by theAuthority of

the same,That thesefollowing chaptersandParagraphsShallbe the

Lawsof Pennsilvania& the territoriesthereof.


