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THE STATUTESAT LARGE OF

PENNSYLVANIA

SESSIONOFDECEMBER1682

The LawsofPennsilvania& territories thereuntobelongingmadeby
theGovernorandfreemenoftheProvinceinA GenerallAssemblyHeld
at Chester(alias Upland) in theProvinceofPennsilvaniathe6th ofthe
10thMonthDecember1682

AN ACT OF UNIONAND NATURALIZATION.

AN ACT OF UNION FORANNEXING & UNITING OF THE COUNTIESOF NEW-
CASTLE JONESES& WHOORKILLS (ALIAS DEAL) TO THE PROVINCE OF
PENNSILVANIAAND OF NATURALIZATION OF ALL FORREIGNERSIN THE
SAID PROVINCE& COUNTIESAFORESAID.

SincebythegoodProvidenceof God,it hathgraciouslypleasedKing
CharlestheSecondofEnglandfor diversgoodConsideration2to~grant
by his LettersPatentsunderthe greatSealof England,to William
PennEsquire,Son& heir of SirWilliam Penndeseased,& to hisheirs
& Assignesfor everthis Province of Pensilvania,accordingto the
Boundsthereinexprest,with all requisitpowersfor thegood govern-
ment thereof,by SuchLawsashee& theyShallmake,by & with the
advice & Consentof the free-menof the said Province or their
Deputies,notrepugnantto theirfaith& allegianceto theLegalgovern-
mentof the saidRealm.And it havingalsofavorablypleasedJames
Dukeof Yorke & Albanie, Earle of Ulster&c: to releasehis right &
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Claimtoall & everypartthereof,untotheSaidWilliam Penn,hisheirs
& AssignsWhereby hethesaidWilliam Pennisbecometheundoubted
& Rightfull Proprietary& Governorof the Provinceof Pennsilvania
andisherebyfreely& fully soRecognizedandacknowledged,andasa
benificial & requisitaddition to the territorie of the SaidProprietary
andGovernor,It hathalsopleasedthe SaidJamesDukeof York &
Albanie &c: for divers good Considertionsto grant unto the Said
William Penn& hisHeirs& Assigns,all thattractofLand,.fromtwelve
Miles North-wardof New-Castleon the river Delawaredown to the
South-CapeComonlyCalledCapeHenlopen,& by the Proprietary&
GovernornowCalledCape-James,Lying on theWest-Sideof the said
river andbayformerlypossestby theDutch& boughtby themof the
Natives,& first SurrendreduponArticles of peaceto theKing’s Live-
tenantGovernor,Colonel Nichols, & a Secondtime to Sir Edmond
Andross,Live-tenantGovernorto the SaidDuke,& hathbeenbyhim
quietlypossestandenjoyed,asalsotheSaidRiverofDelawareandSoil

thereof,& all Isleandstherm, Lately castinto threeCountys,Called
New-castle,JonesandWhoorkills (aliasnow Deal) to-getherWith all
Royaltys,Powers& Jurisdictionstheruntobelonging,As by two deeds
of feoffmentbearingthedatethe24thof the6th MonthcalledAugust
1682 dothmoreatLargeappear.

AndForasmuchasthermustalwaysbe apeoplebeforthercanbe a
government,& thatpeoplemustbeUnited& freein Orderto Settle&
encouragethem for the prosperityof the government,And Sincethe
Inhabitants of the tract of Land Lately pastfrom the Duke as
aforesaid,arenotyet therbyunderthe sameCapacity,that thoseare
thatbelongto theProvinceof Pennsilvania,AndWherasthefree-men
of the SaidCountieshaveby their Deputies,humblybesoughttheir
presentProprietary& Governorto Annex the Said Countiesto the
Provinceof Pennsilvania& to grantuntothemthesame-priveleges,&
thattheymayLive under the sameLaws andgovernment,that the
Inhabitantsof the SaidProvinceof Pensilvanianowdo, or hereafter
Shallenjoy. AndSincetheUnionof two distinctpeoplethatareunder
OneGovernour,is bothmostdesirablein it Selfe,& Beneficialto the
Publick, andthat it Cannotbe So Cordially andDurablymaintained
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to the mutual benefit of eachother, as by making them equally
Sharersin benefitsandPriviledges.

Beit Enactedby theProprietaryandGovernouraforesaid,by& with
theadvice& Consentof theDeputysof thefree-menoftheProvince&
Countiesaforesaidin Assemblymet,ThattheCountiesofNew-castle,
Jones& Whoor-kifi (aliasnow Deal) Shall be Annexed&nd by the
Authority aforesaidareherebyAnnexeduntotheProvinceof Pennsil-
vania, asof the ProperTerritorie therof, And the peopletherm Shall
be governedby the SameLaws & enjoy the Samepriveledgesin all
respectsasinhabitantsof Pennsilvania,do or Shallenjoyfrom timeto
timetherein,Anythingin thisLaw, or anyotherLaw, actor thingin
thisProvinceto the contraryethereofin anywisenotwithstanding.

AndFor asmuchas it is apparentThat thejustEncouragementof
the inhabitantsof thisProvince& Territoriesthereuntobelongingis
Likely to be an effectualway for theimprovementthereofandSince
Someof thepeoplethatLive therm,& areLikely to cometherunto,are
forerigners& Sonot free-menaccordingtothe acceptationof theLaw
ofEngland,TheConsequencesof whichmayproveverydetrimentalto
themin theirestatiesandtraffique,& Soinjurioustotheprosperityof
thisProvince& territoriesthereof.

Be it Enactedby the Proprietary& Governorof the Province &
Countiesabovesaid,by & with theadviceandConsentofthedeputies
of the free-menthereofin Assemblymet, That all personswho are

Strangers& forreigners,thatnowdoinhabitthisProvince& Counties
aforesaid,thatholdLandin feein theSame,accordingtothe Law of a
free-man,& who ShallSolemnlypromisewithin 3 Monthsafter the
publicationhereofin their RespectiveCounty-CourtswhertheyLive.
UponRecord,Faith& allegiancetotheKing of England& hisheirs&
Successors,& fidelity & Law-ful obedienceto the saidWilliam Penn
Proprietary& GovernourofthesaidProvince& territories& hisheirs
& assignes,accordingto theKing’s LettersPatents& deedsaforesaid,
Shall be held and reputedfree-menof the province & Counties
aforesaid,in asample& full aMannerasanypersonresidingtherm.
Andit is herebyfurtherEnactedbytheauthorityaforesaid,Thatwhen
at anytime anypersonthatis a forrigner ShallMake his Requestto
the Proprietary& Governourof this Province& territoriestheroffor
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the aforesaidfree-domeThe Said personShall be admittedon the
Conditionshereinexprest,payingathis admission20 shillings Ster-
ling & nomore,anythingin thisLawor anyotherLaw, actor thingin
this Province,to the Contraryin anywise notwithstanding.

Given at Chester(aliasUpland) the 7th Day of the 10th Month
(calledDecember)1682Underthehand& broadSealofWilliam Penn,
Proprietarie& Governourof this Province & territory thereunto
belonging, Being the 2nd year of his governmentby the King’s
authority

P.H.M.C.,Archives,in RG26,PatrickRobinson’sLaw Book, 1682-
1690,pages1-4. In theactdeclaringcertainlawsfundamental(chap-
ter141,1683),theNaturalizationAct is identifiedasonpage3,which
correspondsto thepagingin PatrickRobinson’sLaw Book.Thelast
two paragraphsarecitedin lateryearsastheAct for Naturalization.
ThecountiesofNewcastle,Kent,andSussexremovedfromthejuris-
diction of William Pennin 1701;H.S.P.,Lawsof Pa.1682-1688;see
Vol. II, St.L.29,ch.XXX. SeeP.H.M.C.,Archives,RG 21,for acontem-
porarycopyvaryinginspellingandarrangement.SeeHallofRecords,
Dover,Delaware,for adraftof anAct of Union.


