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THE FRAME OF THE GOVERNMENT(1683)

Of the ProvinceofPennsilvaniaand Territories thereuntoannexedin
America

P.H.M.C.,Archives,BasicDocuments,No.5for thePreamble,and
Sections 1-5, 19-25, and RG-26, Law Book, 1682-1690(Patrick
Robinson’sBook) for Sections6-18 andthe conclusion.In Patrick
Robinson’sbookeachnumbereditemisparagraphed.Onlytwo sheets
surviveof theoriginalparchmentversion,andsothemanuscriptlaw
hasbeenusedtosupplythemissingportions.PrintedmA Collection
ofCharters. . . Relatingto Pennsylvania,etc. . . ColonialRecords,I,
xxxiv-xli; Pa.Arch.,FourthSeries,I, 45-55;etc.

To all Personsto whomthesePresentsmayCome

WhereasKing Charlesthe Secondby his LettersPatentsunderthe
GreatSealof Englandbearingdatethe fourth day of Marchin the
thirty Third yearof the King for diversconsiderationsthereinmen-
tionedhathbeengraciouslypleasedto giveandgrantuntomeWiffiam
Penn,by thenameofWilliam PennEsquiresonandheirofSirWilliam
Penndeceasedandto my heirsandAssignsforeverall thatTract of
Land or ProvincecalledPennsilvaniain Americawith diversgreat
PowersPreheminencesRoyalitesJurisdictionsandAuthoritys neces-
saryfor thewellbeingandGovernmentthereofAndwhereastheKings
dearestBrotherJamesDukeof Yorke & Albany &c: by his Deedsof
FeoffmentunderhishandandSeal,duleyperfectedbearingdatethe
four andTwentiethdayofAugustoneThousandSix hundredEighty
andtwo HathGranteduntoMe the saidWilliam Pennmy Heires&
Assignesall thatTract of LandLying andbeingfrom twelve miles
northwardof New CastleuponDelawareRiver in Americato Cape
EnlopenuponthesaidRiverandBayofDelawareSouthwardtogether
with all RoyaltiesFranchisesDuties JurisdictionsLiberties and
PriviledgesthereuntobelongingnowKnowyeeThatfor thewell being
andgovernmentoftheSaidProvince& Territoriesthereuntoannexed
andfor theEncouragementof all the FreemenandPlantersthatmay
be thereinconcernedin pursuanceof the Rights& Powersaforemen-
tionedI the SaidWilliam PennhavedeclaredgrantedandConfirmed
andby thesePresentsformemy heirsandAssignesdoeDeclareGrant
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& Confirmeuntoall the FreemenPlantersandAdventurersofin & to
the SaidProvinceandTerritorysthereoftheseLibertiesFranchises
andPropertiesSo farr as in meLieth to be heldEnjoyedandKept by
the FreemenPlantersandAdventurersof andin theSaidProvinceof
PennsilvaniaandTerritorysthereuntoannexedfor Ever. Imprimis:
That the Governmentof this ProvinceandTerritorys thereofShall
from timeto time accordingto thePowersof thePattentanddeedsof
Feoffinentaforesaid,Consisteof theProprietary& Governorandthe
Freemenof theSaidProvinceandTerritorysthereofin theFormeof a
Provinciall Councill andAssemblywhich Provinciall Councill Shall
Consisteof eighteenPersonsbeingThree out of EachCounty and
whichAssemblyShallconsisteof Thirty Six PersonsbeingSix out of
eachCountyMenof mostnote for virtue, WisdomeandAbillity by
whom all Laws shall be madeOfficers chosenandPublick affairs
transactedasis hereafterLimittedanddeclared

2ly TherebeingThreePersonsalreadyChosenfor everyRespective
CountyofThisProvinceandTerritorysthereofto Servein theProvin-
ciall Councilloneof themfor Threeyearsonefor Two yearsandone
for oneyearandoneof thembeingto goeoff yearly in everyCounty
That everyTenth day of the first Month yearly for everafter The
Freemenof the Said Province andTerritorys ThereofShall meet
togetherin themostConvenientPlaceineveryCountyofthisProvince
& TerritorysthereofandThenandThereChuseonepersonqualifyed
asaforesaidin everyCountybeingoneThird of thenumberto Serve
inProvinciallCouncillforThreeyearsit beingintendedthatoneThird
of the wholeProvinciall Councill Consisting& to consistof eighteen
Personsfalling off yearly it shall be yearly Suppliedby Suchnew
yearlyElectionsasaforesaidandThatno onePersonShallContinue
in LongerthenThreeyearsAnd in caseanyMembershall decease
beforethelastElectionduringhisTime thatThenatthenextElection
ensuinghis deceasean othershallbe Chosento SupplyhisPlacefor
theRemainingTimeheewasto haveservedandno longer.

3ly Thatafterthefirst SevenyearseveryoneoftheSaidThirdparts
thatgoethyearly of Shallbeuncapableof beingchosenagainfor one
wholeyearefollowing That So all that arecapableandqualified as
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aforesaidmaybefitted for GovernmentandhaveaShareof the Care
andburdenof it.

4thly That the Provincial Councill in all Casesandmattersof
momentastheir ArguinguponBills to be pastinto Lawsor proceed-
ings aboutErectingof Courtsof Justice,Sitting in Judgmentupon
Criminals impeachedandChoice of Officers in Suchmanneras is
hereinafterexpressedNotLesthantwo ThirdsofthewholeShallmake
aQuroumandThat the ConsentandApprobationof Two Thirds of
ThatQuorumShallbehadinall SuchCasesor mattersof momentAnd
thatin all casesandmattersof LessermomentoneThird of thewhole
ShallmakeaQuorumthe Majority of which Shall andmayalwaies
determinein SuchCases& Causesof Lessermoment

5ly ThattheGovernorandProvincialCouncillShallhavethePower
of preparingandProposingto theAssemblyhereaftermentionedall
Bills whichtheyShallSeeneedfulandthat Shallat anytimebe past
into Lawswithin theSaidProvinceandTerritorysthereofwhichBills
shallbepublishedandaffixedto themostnotedPlacein everyCounty
of This Province& the Territorys thereof twenty days before the
meetingof the Assemblyin orderto thePassingof theminto Laws

6e ThattheGovernorandProvinciall CouncillShalltakeCarethat
all Laws Statutes& ordinanceswhich shall att anie time be made
within the saidprovince and Territories be dulie and diligentlie
apointed.

7eThattheGovernorandProvinciallCouncilshallatt all timeshave
the Careof the PeaceandSafety of this Provinceand Territories
thereof,andthatnothingbeby anepersonattemptedtotheSubversion
of thisframeof government.

8e That the GovernorandProvincial Council shall att all times
Settleandorder the Scituationof all Cities& markettownsin every
Countie,modellingthereinall publick buildings,Streetsandmarket
places& shall appoint all necessarieroadsand Highways in this
ProvinceandTerritoriesthereof.

9e That the GovernorandProvinciall-Councillshallatt all times
havepowerto inspectthe Managementof the publick treasurie,and
punishthosewhoshallConvertaniepartthereofto anieotherusethan
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whathathbeenagreeduponby the GovernorProvincial Council &
Assembly.

iOeThattheGovernor& ProvinciallCouncillshallerect& orderall
publick Schoolsandencourage& rewardtheauthorsof UsefullScien-
ces and LaudableInventionsin the saidProvince andTerritories
threof.

lie That One Third of the Provinciall Councill Residingwith the
Governor,shallwith theGovernorfrom timetotimehavetheCareof
the Managmentof all publick affairs,relatingto the Peace,Justice,
TreasurieTradeandImprovementoftheProvinceandTerritories,and
to the good educationof youth, andSobrietieof the mannersof the
Inhabitantsthereinasaforesaid.

12eThat the Governoror his deputyshallalwayespresidein the
ProvinciallCouncil,andthatheshallattnotimethereinperformeanie

publick Act of Statewhatsoeverthat shall or may Relateunto the
Justice,Trade,Treasurieor Saftieof the Province & Territoriesas
aforesaid,but by & with the adviceandconsentof the Provincial
Councilthereof.

i3e And to the end that all Bills preparedand agreedby the
GovernorandProvincialCouncilasaforesaid,mayyethavethemore
full ConcurrenceofthefreemenoftheProvinceandTerritoriesthereof~
It isdeclaredgrantedandConfirmedthatatthetimeandplaceinsaid
CountiefortheChoiceof onepersonto servein ProvinciallCouncilas
aforesaid,Therespectivemembershereofatttheir saidmeetingshall
yearlieChoseoutt of themselvesSix personsof notefor vituewisdom
andabilitiesto serveinAssemblieastheirRepresentativeswhoshall
yearliemeetonthetenthDayof thethirdmonth,in theCapitallTown
or City of the saidprovince,unlesstheGovernor&Provinciall Council
shallthinkfitt to appointanotherplacetomeetin, whereduringeight
Daysthe severallMembersmayConferfreeliewith oneanother,and

if anieof themSeemeetwith aCommitteeof the Provinciall Council
which shallbe att that Time purposelieappoyntedTo Receivefrom
anieof themProposallsfor theAlterationor amendmentof anieof the
saidproposedandpromulgatedbills, andontheninthDay from their
Someetting,TheSaidassemblyafterthereadingoverof theproposed
Bills by the Clarkeof the Provinciall Council, andthe Occasions&
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Motives for thembeingopenedby the Governoror hisDeputie,shall
upon the Questionby him putt give their affirmative or negative,
which to them Seemethbest, in Such Manner as hereafteris ex-
pressed;Butnot LessthanTwo Thirds shallmakeaQuorumin the
passingof all Bifis andchoiceof Suchofficers asareby them to be
chosen.

14eThat the Lawssopreparedandproposedasaforesaidthat are
assentedtoby theassemblie,shallbeenrolledasLawsofthisProvince
andTerritoriesthereofwith thisStile,BytheGovernorwith theassent
& approbationofthefreemeninProvinciallCouncil&Assemblie.mett,
andfrom henceforth,ThemeettingsSessionsActs& proceedingsofthe
GovernorProvinciallCouncil& Assemblieshallbe Styled& calledthe
Meetting,Sessions,oathsandproceedingsof the GenerallAssemblie
of the provinceof PennsilvaniaandtheTerritoriesthereuntobelong-
ing.

15eAndthattherepresentativesof thePeople,in Provinciall Coun-
cil & Assembly,May in after agesbeareSome proportionwith the
increse & multiplying of the people; the numbersof such repre-
sentativesof thepeoplemaybefromtimeto timeincresed& enlarged,
So asatno time the NumberexceedSeventie-twofor the Provincial-
Council& two-hundredfortheassembly,theappoyntm.entand-propor-
tion ofwhichNumberasalsotheLayingandMethodizingofthechoice
of Suchrepresentativesin futuretime mostequallieto the-Divisionof
theCountrieor Numberoftheinhabitants,Is left to the Governorand
Provinciall Council to propose& to the assemblieto resolve;So that
the orderof rotationbe strictly observedbothin choiceof theCouncil
andthe respectiveCommitteesthereofThatis to say,onethird to goe
off, andcomein yearlie.

16 That from andafter the Death of this presentGovernor,the
ProvinciallCouncilshall,togetherwith the SucceedingGovernorerect
from time to time StandingCourts of Justicein Such places and
Numberas theyShallJudgeConvenientfor the good governmentof
the Said Provinceandterritoriesthereof;And that the Provincial
Councilshall on the thirteenthDay of the SecondMonth thennext
ensuingelectandpresentto theGovernor,andhis Deputie,aDouble
Number of personsto Servefor Judges,TreasurersandMastersof
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Rolls within theSaidprovinceandterritories,to Continuesolong as
they shallwell behavethemselvesin thoseCapacitiesrespectivly...
And the freemenof the saidProvincein Assemblymet, on the thir-
teenthDay of the Third Month, yearlyelectandthenpresentto the
Governoror his Deputiea double Number of Personsto serve for
Sheriffs,JusticesofthePeaceandCoronersfortheyearenextensuing;
out ofwhichrespectiveelectionsandpresentmentstheGoveroror his
Deputieshall NominateandCommissinatethe properNumberfor
eachofficethethirdDayafterthesaidrespectivepresentment;or else
thefirstNamedinSuchpresentmentforeachoffice asaforesaid,Shall
StandandServein that office the time beforerespectivelielimited,
And in Caseof Deathor Default,SuchVacancieshallbe suppliedby
theGovernorandProvinciall Councilin manneraforesaid.

i7eThattheAssemblyshallContinuesolongasmaybeneedfullto
ImpeachCriminallsfitt tobethereImpeached;To passSuchBills into
Lawsasareproposedto them,whichtheyshallthink fitt to passinto
Laws,andtill suchtimeastheGovernorandProvincialCouncilshall
declareThattheyhavenothingfurtherto proposeunto themfor their
assentandapprobationandthatdeclarationshallbe adismissto the
assemblyfor that time; which assemblyshall be notwithstanding
Capableof assemblingtogetherupon the Summonsof the Governor
andProvinciall Councillat anytime duringthatyearif the Governor
andProvinciallCouncilshallseeoccasionfor their soassembling.

i8e That all the electionsof Membersor Representativesof the
Peopleto Servein ProvincialCouncill& assemblyandall questionsto
be determinedby bothor eitherof themthat relateto the Choiceof
officers,andall or anieotherpersonallmattersshallbe resolvedand
determinedbytheBallott,andall thingsrelatingto thepreparingand
passingof Bills into Lawsshallbeopenlydeclaredandresolvedby the
Vote.

l9ly That at all timeswhen the ProprietaryandGovernorshall
happento bean Infantundertheageof oneandTwentyyearsandno
Guardianor Commissionersareappointedin writeingby the Father
of the Said Infant or That Such GuardianShall be deceasedThat
duringSuchminoritythe ProvinciallCouncillShallfrom timeto time
asTheyshallseemeetConstitute& appointGuardiansor Commis-
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sionersnot ExceedingThreeoneof whichshallpresideasDeputyand
Cheife GuardianduringSuch Minority, andshallhaveandExecute
with the Consentof oneof the otherTwo all the powerof aGovernor
in all thePublickaffairs& Concernsof thesaidProvinceandTerritory
thereofaccordingto Charterwhich saidGuardianSoappointedshall
alsohavethecare& oversightof theEstateof the SaidMinor andbe
yearlyaccountableandResponsiblefor the sameto the Provincial
CouncifiandtheProvincialCouncilltotheMinorwherrofageortothe
next Heir in caseof the Said Minors DeathFor the Truste before
exprssed.

2OlyThatasoftenasanydaysof themonthMentionedinany.Azticle
of this Chartershallfall uponthe first dayof theweekcomonlycalled
theLordsdaytheBusinessappointedforthatdayshall-bedeferredtill
thenextdayunlessin Casesof emergency.

21stAndfor the SatisfactionandEncouragementof all Aliens Idoe
giveandgrantThatif anyAlien whois or shallbeaPurchaseror who
doth or shall Inhabit in this Province or Territorys thereof shall
deceaseat anytime beforehe canwell be NaturalizedhisRight and
Interesttherein shall notwithstandingdescendto his wife and
Childrenor otherhisRelationsbehe Testateor Intestateaccordingto
the Laws of this Province and Territories thereofin Such cases
providedin asfreeandamplemannerto all Intentsandpurposesasif
thesaidAlien hadbeennaturallized.

22dAndThattheInhabitantsofthisProvinceandTerritorysthereof
maybe accommodatedwith SuchFoodandSustinenceasGodin his
Providencehathfreely affordedI doe alsofurther grant to the In-
habitantsofthisProvinceandTerritorysthereofLiberty toFowle and
Hunt upon the Lands they hold and all other Lands thereinnot
Inclosedandto Fishin all Watersin thesaidLandsandin all Rivers
andRivolettsin andbelongingto this ProvinceandTerritorysthereof
with Libertyto drawhisorTheirFishonShoaron anyMansLandsSo
asit be not tothedetrimentor anoyanceof the OwnerthereofExcept
SuchLandsasdoeLye uponInland RivolettsThat arenot boatable
andwhichareor maybehereafterErectedinto Mannors.

23dAndThat all the Inhabitantsof this ProvinceandTerritorys
thereofwhether Purchasersor othersmayhavethe Last Worldly
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Pledgeof my goodandKind intentionsto ThemandtheirsI doegive
grantandConfirme to all andeveryoneof Themthe full andquiet
Enjoymentof theirRespectiveLandsto whichTheyhaveanyLawfull
orEquitableClaimeSavingonlySuchRentsandServices-for-theSame
asareor Customarilyoughtto bereservedto memy Heirsor Assines.

24thThatno Act Law or ordinancewhatsoeverShallat anytime
hereafterbe madeor done by the ProprietaryandGovernorof This
ProvinceandTerritorysthereuntobelonginghisHeirsorAssignsorby
the Freemenin Provinciall Councifi or Assemblyto Alter Changeor
diminish the forme or effect of this Charteror any part or clause
thereofor Contraryto theTrueIntentandmeaningthereofwithout
theConsentof theProprietaryandGovernorhisHeirsor Assignesand
Sixpartsof Seavenof the SaidFreemenin Provinciall Councill and

Assemblymett.
25thAndLastly I the saidWilliam PennProprietryandGovernorof

the Provinceof PennsilvaniaandTerritoriesthereuntobelongingfor
my Selfmy HeirsandAssigneshaveSolemnlydeclaredgrantedand
ConfirmedanddoeHerebySolemnlydeclaregrantandConfirmeThat
neitherI my heirsorAssignsShallprocureor doeanythingor things
wherebythe Liberties in this CharterconteinedandExpressedshall
beInfringedor Broakenandif anythingbeprocuredbyanypersonor
personscontraryto thesepremisesit shallbeheldof noforcearEffect.
In Wittness whereofI the Said William Pennat Philadelphiain
PennsilvaniahaveuntothispresentCharterofLibertiesSettmy Hand
andBroadSealthisSeconddayoftheSecondMonthin the-yearof our
Lord OneThousandSix HundredEightyandThreebeingtheFiveand
Thirtiethof theKing andtheThird yearofmy Government.

William Penn
This within Charterwhich weehavedistinctly heardread and

thankfullie received,shallbe by usInviolablie keptatt Philadelphia
the SecondDayof theSecondMonth: 1683A.D.

The Membersof theProvinciallCouncilpresent....

William Markham JohnSimcock William Biles
JohnMoll William Clayton JohnRichardson
William Halg JohnHillyard PhilipTh. Lehman

Secretarytothe Governor
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FrancisWhitwell

ChristopherTaylor

ThomasHolme

William Clark

RichardIngelo
ClerkCouncil

TheMembersof theAssemblypresent

ThomasWynneSpeaker

CasparusHarman
JohnDarby
BenjaminBishop
BenjaminWilliams
William Guest
alsButler

ValentineHollingsworth
JamesBoyden
JohnBezer
JohnHarding
AndrewBankson
SimonIrons
JohnWood
JohnCurtis
DanielBrown

William Futcher
JohnKipshaven
AlexanderMoleston
RobertBrassieSr.
ThomasBrassie

William Yardlie
JohnHastings
RobertWade
ThomasHassold
JohnHart
RobertHall
RobertBedwell
William Simsmore

RobertLucas
JohnWilliam
JohnBlunston
JohnSonghurst
JohnHill

NicholasWallne
ThomasFitzwater
JohnClowes
LukeWatson
JosephPhipps
DennisRotchford
JohnBrinkloe
HenryBowman
CorneliusVerhoose
SamuelDarke
JohnSouthworth
ClerkSynods

Someoftheinhabitantsof Philadelphiathenpresent

Approvedin theMarch,1683 Sessionof the CouncilandGeneral
Assembly.

William Howell
EdmundWarner

HenryLewis
SamelMyles:


