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To BenjaminFletcherCaptain-General& Governor-in-Chiefin and

overtheProvinceof PennsylvaniaandCountreyofNewCastle,&c:

Wee the Freemenof the said ProvinceandCountreyin GeneralAs-
semblymethumblyshew,

That whereasthe Late King Charlesthe secondin the threeand

thirtieth year of his Reignby Letters-patentunderthe greatSealof

England,did (for the Considerationtherein mentioned)grant Unto

William Penn & his Assigns this Colony or tract of Land, thereby

erectingthe Sameinto aprovince,calling it Pennsylvania,andconsti-

tuting thesaidWilliam PennAbsoluteProprietaryof thesaidprovince

(Savingamongstother things the Sovereignitythereof),therebyalso

grantingunto the said William Pennhis deputies& Lieutenants,by

virtueof the saidRoyalCharter,full free & absolutepower,by & with

theassentof thefreemenof thesaidprovince,to makeenactandpub-
lish any Laws whatsoeverfor any end appertainingeither to the

publick statepeaceor safetyof the said Country,or unto theprivate

Utility of particular persons,accordingto their best discretion .

Which Laws soasaforesaidmade& published,The SaidLate King

did, by the said Letterspatent,enjoyn,require& commandshouldbe

mostabsolute& available in Law, andthat all the Liegepeopleand

Subjectsof the SaidLateKing hisheirs& successorsshouldobserve&

keepthe Sameinviolably in theseparts;But that the Lawsfor Regu-
lating & governingof propertywithin this province,andLikewiseasto

Felonies,might be andContinuethe same,astheyShouldbe,for the

time being, by the generalCourseof the Law of England,Untill the
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saidLawsshouldbealteredby theSaidWilliam Pennandby thefree-

men of the said province,their delegatesor deputies,or the greater

part of them.

Andto theendthesaidWilliam Pennor theinhabitantsof thisprov-

incemight not at anytimethereafter,by misconstructionor Colourof

the powersaforesaid,or by pretenceof thesaid Laws hereafterto be

made,throughinadvertencyor design,departfrom the faith andalle-

giance,which by theLaws of Englandthey& all theKings Subjectsin

his dominionsalwaysoweto himhis heirs andSuccessors.. . heethe

SaidLate King, did by his Letterspatent,declareit to be his further

will & pleasure,that aduplicateof all theLaws soasaforesaidmade&

published,should,within fiveyearsafterthemakingthereof,betrans-

mitted anddeliveredto the Kings Privy Counselfor thetime being,

andif anyofthe SaidLaws,within thespaceof Sixmonethsafter they

wereso transmitted,shouldbedeclared,by the SaidKing hisheirs or

Successorsor his or their Privy Counsel, inconsistentwith the

SoveraigntyorLawfull preogativeoftheSaidKing hisheirsor Succes-

sors,or Contraryto thefaith & allegiancedueto theLegalgovernment

of Englandfrom the SaidWilliam Pennor the PlantersandInhabit-

antsofthe saidprovince,andthat thereuponanyof thasaicLLawswer

adjudgedanddeclaredto bevoid by thesaidKing, hisheirsor Succes-

sors,underhis or their Privy Seal,that then and from thenceforth

SuchLaws, concerningwhich the saidJudgmentanddeclarationwer

made,shouldbecomevoid, otherwisethe Laws so transmittedshould

Remain& Standin full force, accordingtothetrueintentancLmeaning

thereof.

By virtue of which LettersPatentandpursuantto thepowersprovi-

sosandrestrictionstherein Specifieddiversreasonableandwholsom

Lawswer made,transmittedandpresentedto the said King & Privy

Counsel.

And whereastheKing andQueenthat nowareoverEngland&c. by

their LettersPatentundertheir GreatSeal,datedthe oneandtwenti-

ethdayof Octoberin thefourthyearof their reign,having(for therea-

sonstherein mentioned)takenthe governmentof this Provinceand

Country into their own handsandundertheir ImmediateCareand

protection, did think fit to Constitute and appoint thee the said
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BenjaminFletcherto betheir CaptainGeneral& Governorin Chiefin

& overtheSame,TherebyRequiringthee,amongstotherthingsto do

& executeall thingsin duemannerthatShallBelongtothyCommand
andthe trust reposedin theeby the said King & Queen,accordingto

suchreasonableLawsandStatutesasthenwerin force, or thereafter

shouldbemade& agreeduponby thee,with theadviceandConsentof

the Council andAssemblyof this Country.

Now forasmuchasthe Lawsof this governmentsomadeandtrans-

mitted asaforesaidhavenot beenhitherto adjudgedor declared(ei-

therby the LateKing & Council,or byhis Successorsthesaid King &

Queen& their Council,underhisortheir Privy Seal)to bevoidsothat

suchofthesaidLawsaswernotdiscontinuedor repealedby theLegis-

lative Authority of this governmentareStill in force.

And seeingIt hathpleasedthe saidKing andQueenso tenderlyto

regardthehappygovernmentandcomfortaswell asprotectionof this

provinceandcountry,asto conservethoseour LawsandConstitutions

so fitly accommodatedto our Cirsumstances(with respectto tender

Consciencesaswell asCommerce& Cultivation) wee cando no Less

than with gratitude and sincerity acknowledgetheir Royal Bounty

and peculiar favour therein, Earnestlydesiring that thou wold be

pleased(accordingto the tenor & most favourable direction of thy

Commission)to governus, and Causethe administrationof Justice

within this governmentto be agreeablewith thesefollowing Laws

which arenow in force asaforesaid.. . That is to Say

Thefirst Law. . . ConcerningLiberty of Conscience...

The2d Law, ConcerningQualificationsofmembersofAssembly.

The 3d & 4thLaws-AgainstSwearing.

The 5th& 83dLaws-AgainstProfaneSpeaking

The 6th Law—AgainstCursing

The 7th Law—AgainstAdultry

The8th Law—AgainstIncest

The 11th Law, Against Polygamy

The 12th & 83d LawsAgainstDrunkenness

The13th & 169thLaws—AgainstSuchasSufferdrunkednessin

their houses—AndAbout ordinaries.

The 14th Law—Againstdrinking healths
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The 17thLaw—AgainstBreakinginto houses

The 19thLaw—Againstforcible Entry

The 20th Law, AgainstRioters

The21stLaw, Againstmenacingparents

The22d Law, Against menacingmagistrates
The23d Law, Against menacingmastersor mistresses

The 25th Law, Againstchallengingto fight

The 26th & 27thLaws,AgainstRude Sports,plays& games

The 28th Law, AgainstSedition

The30th Law, AgainstSpreadersof falsenews

The31st& 121st Laws, AgainstScolding

The35th Law, Concerningdaysof the week,moneths&c:

The37thLaw, About pleadingin English

The 38th Law, About Trial by twelvemen

The 39th; 123d & 150thLaws,aboutfees,bribery& extortion

The 41stLaw, About defalcation

The 42d:74th & 167thLaws,About Arrests

The43d Law, About VerbalContracts

The 45th & 46thLaws,Aboutwills

The 50th Law, Against defacersof Charters&c;

The 53dLaw, About Gaolers

The 54thLaw, About prisons

The 55thLaw About FalseImprisonment

The 56thLaw, About the mannerofpunishments

The58th Law, About FreeElections

The59th Law, About Taxes

The64th Law About Liberty andproperty

The66th Law, About Summons& Court proceedings

The72ndLaw, aboutderogatorsof Judgmentsof Courts

The74th Law, aboutmakingdebtorspay by servitude

The 75th Law, AgainstBarratours

The77th Law, About Orphan’sCourts

The79th Law, About acknowledgingdeedsin court

The80th Law, About Sevenyearspossession

The 81stLaw, About CountySeals

The 82d Law, About CounterfeitingHandsandSeals
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The 84th Law, aboutviewingpipestaves

The 90th Law, againsttaking awayboats or canoes

The 91st& 184thLaws, aboutfences

The 93dLaw, aboutfireing woods

The 95th Law, About hog-stealing

The lOOd Law, About Cart ways

The 101st Law, abouthouseof Correction

The 102dLaw, About weightsandmeasures

The 108thLaw, About departersoutof theprovince

The 114thLaw, About Buying Landof natives

The 118thLaw, Againstmurder

The 119thLaw, About bindingto thepeace

The 120thLaw, Againstfornication

The 125thLaw, About AssigningBills andSpecialties

The 126thLaw, About Bills of Exchange

The 132dLaw, AgainsttrustingMariners

The 134thLaw, About passes

The 135thLaw, AgainstSellingServantsout of the province

The136thLaw, AgainstAttachingServants
The137thLaw, About entertainingServants

The 138thLaw, aboutTruckingwith Servants

The 153d& 180thLaws, About Run-awayServants

The 146thLaw, About SummoningJuries

The 149thLaw, About exportinghorses

The 156thLaw, aboutmonethlyCourts

The 164th& 165thLaws, aboutRobbing& Stealing

The 168thLaw, aboutAppraisers

The 177thLaw, About Juriesnotappearing

The 178thLaw, About RemovingLand Marks

The 181stLaw, About debtspayablein countryproduce

The 183dLaw, aboutTanningLeather

The 187thLaw, AgainstUsury

The 188thLaw, About Sale of IntestatesLand by the widow or

Administrator

The 189thLaw, About taking Landsin executionfor debts&c.
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The194thLaw, Againstwitnessesrefusingto giveevidencebeing

Summoned.

The 198thLaw, About the Dike of New Castle
The 199thLaw, AgainstRangers

The 200dLaw, aboutdeterminingDebtsunderforty shillings

The 201stLaw, About the Registrykeeptby ReligiousSocieties

The 203dLaw, Concerningthe SurveyorGeneralsfees

All which said Laws & Chapters& everypart thereof,We humbly

desire,thatyouwill bepleasedto causethy officers& ministersto Ob-

serveandput in dueexecution,astheytenderthe Honourof God,the

Kings Commands,the prosperityof this government,andthe Rights

andLiberties of the freepeoplethereofwhich SaidLaws & Chapters

hereafterfollow in thesewords. . . That is to say:

CHAPTER 1.

[1] THE LAW CONCERNINGLIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE.

Almighty God beingonly Lord of Conscience,Fatherof Lights and

Spirits andtheAuthor aswell asObjectofall divineknowledgefaith &

worship,whoonlycanenlightentheminds& perswade& convincethe

understandingof peopleIn DueReverenceto his Soveraigntyoverthe

Soulsof Mankind.

Be it enactedby the Authority aforesaidthat no person,now or at

any time hereafterliving in this Province,(who shall confess& ac-

knowledgeoneAlmighty Godto bethe CreatorUp-holder& Ruler of

the world, & that professethhim or herselfobligedin Conscienceto

live peaceably& quietlyunderthecivil Government)shall,in anycase

be molestedor prejudicedfor his or her conscientiousperswasionor

practice,Nor shallhe or sheat any time be compelledto frequentor

maintain any Religious worship place or Ministry whatsoevercon-

traryto hisor hermindbutshallfreely & fully enjoyhisor herChris-

tianliberty in that respectwithout anyInterruptionorReflection.And

if anypersonshall abuseor derideany other for his or her different

perswasion& practicein matterof Religion,suchpersonshallbelookt

upon asadisturberof the Peace& be punishedaccordingly.


