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daredEnacted,& Adjudged,So to be To all Intents, Constructions,

and Purposeswhatsoeveras if this GenerallAssembly had been

Electedaccordingto the Rotation of the Charterof Libertiesbefore

ColonelFletcherCameto theAdministrationofthis Government,And

as if this PresentCouncill & AssemblyhadConsistedof the Number,

andhadMet on the Daysin the SaidCharter& formerAct of Settle-

mentLimited, & appoynted.And it is further Enactedby theAuthor-

ity aforesaid,that thesaidframeof Government,andall othertheActs

andLawsmadeandPastat theSaidLastAssemblyheldherein Octo-

ber andNovember1696,asalso all otherLawsformerlyEnactedand

now in forceandnot by this GenerallAssemblyaltered,or Repealed,

areherebyDeclared& Enactedto Stand,andRemain,in force,Andbe

Reputed,observed,Adjudged,& taken, as the Laws of this Govern-

ment—Any Law, Charteror Usageto the Contraryin any wise not-

withstanding

A.P.S., Original Laws of Pennsylvaniafrom 1693-1700,f. 99.
H.S.P.CadwaladerCollection.Act ofMay 22, 1697,chapter1. Super-
sededby chapter135, 1698.

CHAPTER128.

THE LAW FORTHEENCOURAGMENT AND SUPPORTOF THE POSTOFFICE.

Whereasin the Year 1693 a Generall Post Office was by Law

Erectedatt theRequestofAndrewHamiltonatPhiladelphiabywhich

Law a Ratewasput upon all Letters,And whereasthe Chargeof the

SaidOffice hathmuchexceededthe PostageandBeingSensible~ofthe

Benefit of the SaidOffice to TradeandCommerceandto the Province

& Territoriesin Generallif it beContinued,andofthe greatLossthat

will happento bothif it shouldfall for want of Encouragment.

Be it therefor Enactedby the Authority aforesaidthat it Shall &

may be Lawfull for the SaidAndrew Hamilton or Someother that

Shall be apoyntedby the King to be PostMasterGenerall in these
Partsandhis or their Deputiesin that Office to DemandReceiveand

takefor thePostageof all LettersSoConveydor SentPostasaforesaid

accordingto andnotexceedingthe Ratesfollowingvizt: for all forrign
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Letters from Europe the West Indies or any Part beyondthe Seas

whetherSingleLettersor Paquetsfour Penceandfor all ForaigneLet-

tersoutwardBowndthat Shall beDiliverd into the Office Two Pence

EachLetterorPaquet,andfor all InlandLettersto or fromnewYorke

to PhiladelphiaEight Pence,to or from Philadelphiato Connecticut

oneShilling, to or from Philadelphiato RoadIslandor Boston Eigh-

teenPence,to or from PhiladelphiatotheEastwardpartsof NewEng-

land,beyondBostonTwo Shillings, toor from anyplacewithin Eighty

Miles of PhiladelphiaSixpence,All Lettersbelongingto thePublickto

be Dispatched& Deliverd, free of all Charge,andthat the PostPass

Ferryagefree at all Ferryswithin the said ProvinceandTerritories,

Andbeit fartherEnactedby theAuthoritie aforesaidthat theSumeof

TwentyPoundsSilverMoneyofthis ProvinceShallbeYearlyandeach

year dureingthe Term of threeYears,Paydout of the PublickTrea-

suryof theSaidProvinceandTeritoriesto the SaidAndrewHamilton

andhisabovewritten Any Law Customeor Usageto the Contraryin

anywaysnotwithstandingandthat this Law ShallbeandContinuein

forcefor threeYearsNextafter theRisingof thisGenerallAssembly&

no Longer.

A.P.S., Original Laws of Pennsylvaniafrom 1693-1700,f. 101.
H.S.P.CadwaladerCollection.Act of May 22, 1697,chapter2. See
Vol. II St.L. 57, ch. L.

CHAPTER129.

THE LAW FORTHE SPEEDYCOLLECTION OF THE ARREARSOFTHE ASSESS-
MENT LAID IN 1696.

Whereastherewas an Act made at a GenerallAssembly held at

Philadelphiathe 26thof the 8thMoneth 1696 for RaisingtheRateof

onePennyPerPoundandSixShillingsPerheadupon Suchaswernot

otherwiseRatedtherebyto be Imployedby theGovernorfor theTime

Beingasis thereinappoynted,which SaidAct ExpresslyRequiringthe

CollectorsoftheSaidTaxtopayin the RespectiveRatesCommittedto

their Collectionto JamesFox of Philadelphiamerchanton or before

the Twenty fifth day of the SecondMonth Last past Dangers &


