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SESSIONOF MAY 1698

CHAPTER135.

THE LAW CONFIRMINGTHE LAWS OFTHIS GOVERNMENT.

Be itEnactedby theLieutenantGovernourwith theadvice& assent

oftherepresentativesofthefreemenofthe saidProvince& territories

in generalassemblymet & by theAuthority of the same.

That the Law calledthe Frameof Governmentmade,Enactedand

passdin theYear 1696 andall otherLawsheretoforemadeandpassd

andarenow in Force,areherebyEnactedandDeclaredto betheLaws

ofthis Government,ExceptSuchLawsasareby anyoftheLawsmade

or that Shall be Madethis GenerallAssemblyrepealedor Suchparts

of Laws asareVaried or Addedunto.

ProvidedThatnothinghereincontainedshalbedeemedor takento

enforceanypart of the said Frameof Governmentwhich the Propri-

etorshall disanull asthereinis exprest.

A.P.S.,Original Laws of Pennsylvaniafrom 1693 to 1700, f. 115.
H.S.P.,CadwaladerCollection.Act of May31, 1698,chapter1.Super-
sededby chapter161, 1700.

CHAPTER136.

AN ACT FORPREVENTINGFRAUDS & REGULATING ABUSESIN TRADE
WITHIN THIS PROVINCEOF PENSILVANIA & COUNTIESANNEXED.

Whereasthe personslately comeOverCollectorsor Officersof the

Kings Customsfor this Governmenthaving Takentheir Chief Resi-

dencethe Oneat the Portof Philadelphia,the Otherat NewCastle,&

the Third notyet arrived, to be at Lewis in SusexCounty, Between

which Ports(To witt) Lewis & New Castlelyes the County of Kent,

wheremostof theTobaccoof ThisRiver is raised,And for want of an

Officer residingthereIt mayprovevery detrimentalto the Kings In-
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terestandmaygive anOpportunityfor Ill-minded personsto promote

Illegal Trade & defraudthe King of his Customs,For preventing

whereofBe it Enactedby theAuthority aforesaidThatDoverRiver in

the said Countyof Kent Shallbe aMemberof the Portof New Castle

including all the Creeks& Riversin the said Countyof Kent for the

Importation& Exportationof all Goods& Merchandizes.

Andthat theCheifeOfficeroftheKingsCustomsor suchOtherOffi-

cer or Officersas havepowerto makeDeputiesto managethe Kings

Dutys in this Province& Territories shall make& Appoint One or

more DeputiesConstantlyto reside & attend in someConvenient

placein or Nearthe SaidMember,until theComissionersof the Cus-

toms do Signify their pleasurethereinandshall alsomake andAp-

point a Deputy to Attend the SaidPort of Lewis until the Collector

Appointedfor thatDistrict shallArrive there.

And that theLieutenantGovernor& Council shallAdjust Settle&

declarethe Extent& Limits ofthe SaidPorts& Members,andAssign

allow & appointsuch& somany Members,Harbours,Creeks,& Keys
belongingtheretoastheyshallfind Needfull & mostCommodiousfor

theKings Service.

At which PortstheCollectorsor Officers ofthe Kings Customsnow

& for thetime being,ShallresideastheirRespectiveComissionsor In-

structionsfrom the Comissionersof the Customsfrom time to time

maydirect or Obligethem, & there,by themselvesor SufficientDep-

uties Shall ConstantlyAttend the Service& performethe Duties of

their Severalplacesaccordingto the Lawsof Trade& True Intent &

Meaningof this Act.

And It is FurtherEnactedby theAuthority aforesaidthatno Officer

or Officersbelongingto any or Eitherof theports,harboursCreeksor

Members Appointed or to be Appointed within this province &

CountiesAnnexed,shall, withoutjust & reasonablecause;detainany

Ship or VesselInward or Outwardbound,underColourof Searching

the Goods thereinLoaden, aboveOne Tide Upon pain of rendering

Trebledammageto theMerchantandOwnerofthe sai&Shipor Vessel

so detainedto berecoveredin Any Courtof Recordwithin this Govern-

ment.
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And totheEndthatall Frauds& AbusesinTradesoInjurious tothe

King & discouragingto Lawful Tradersmay,asmuchasin Us lyes,be
prevented,And theActsof Trade& Navigationdulyobservedsofar as
theyrelatetothis Government.It is further Enactedby theAuthority

aforesaid,thatif Any personor personsbeingduly Convictedor Found

Guilty in Any Court within this Governmentof Importing or Ex-

porting any Goods or Merchandizeor of exercisingany Illegal Trade

Contrary to the Acts of Navigation,shall not Only be liable to the

pains,penalties,& ForfeituresMentionedin theAct or Acts of Parlia-
mentwhich he shall so Transgress,But be fined by the Governor&

Council in anySumnotExceedingtheValueof theGoodsso Imported

or Exportedasaforesaid.

And WhereasTobacco’sthe Only EnumeratedCommodityof this

Countrygrowth yield soConsiderableaDuty to the King It’s highly
NecessaryThatdiligentCarebeTakento preventtheIllegal Exporta-

tion thereof,Thereforeit is Further Enactedby the Authority afore-

said,that if any Tobaccoshall be Ladenor Takenin from the Shore

into anyBoator Vesselwhatsoeverto becarryedon boardanyShip or

Vesselout-wardboundfor thepartsbeyondthe Seas,Orshallbefound

Carryingby land or water into any other Government,or shall be

ladenortakenin, from,oroutofanyShiporVessellcomingIn & arriv-

ing from any forraign or Otherparts,without a Warrantor permit

from oneof the said Collectorsor his Deputyor OtherOfficer More-

said,SuchboatorVessel,Cartor Carr,Waggon& TeamsoCarryingor

Conveighingthe SaidTobaccoshallbeforfeit & Lost & the Merchant,

freighter or owner, Boatman,Watermanor any other personOf-

fendingtherein & knowing & Consentingthereunto,shallforfeit the

SaidTobacco& payTwo shillings perhundredasaFine.

And that noe Tobaccoshall be Shipt or put on board any Boator

Vessellto be CarryedForth to the OpenBay or River Delawarefrom

any Port Creekor placein this Province& CountysAnnexed,To be

Landedat anyOtherport or placeof this Governmentwithout aper-

mit first hadfrom oneOf the SaidCollectorsor his Lawful Deputyor

Officer aforesaidupon pain of Forfeiting all Such Tobaccoor Value

thereofTo be recoveredin any Court of Recordwithin this Govern-
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ment: Providedthe Party Offending thereinbe prosecutedwithin
TwelveMonethsafterthe Offence Committed.

Which permit or permittsfor Carrying or Conveighingof Tobacco

from any OnePort or placeof this Province& Territories or Counties

AnnexedInto any otherPort or Placein theSameProvince& Terri-

tories or CountiesAnnexedshallwithout delaybegiven& grantedby

oneof the SaidCollectorsor his Deputy or Officer aforesaidto such

personor personsas shallrequestthe Samewithout demandingor

takeinganyCustomFee,dutyorrewardwhatsoeverOtherthanwhat

is hereinafterallowedfor Suchpermit Uponpain of renderingTreble

dammageto the partygrievedto berecoveredasabovesaid

And that no ShiporVesselInwardor Outwardboundshall Loador

Unload any Tobacco or other EnumeratedCommodities or any

Europerangoods, saveonly at Such of the Said Ports, Harbours,

Creeks& MembersastheMerchantsor Mastersconcernedsiaall-think
fit without License first had from One of the said Collectors for

LoadingorUnloadingElswhere,UponpainofForfeitingtheirShipsor

Vessellswith their TackleFurniture& Apparel.

And it is Further Enactedby the Authority aforesaidthat all the

Magistrates& OfficersofthisGovernmentShallbeAiding & Assisting

to the SaidCollectors& Officersof the KingsCustomsin the Dueper-

formanceof their RespectiveDuties as they Shall Answer the Con-

trary at their Perill.

And that all Fines& Forfeituresbefore& hereafterMentionednot

in this Actparticularly disposedof shallbe,OneThird part to theUse

of the King, OneThird part to the Governorof this Province,And the

OtherThirdpartto Suchpersonor personsasShallSueforthe~Sauie.

And Whereasby an Act of Assemblyheld herein the Year 1696,

Intitledthe Frameof the Governmentof theProvinceofPensilvania&

TerritorysThereuntobelonging,Thereis a Clausetherein contained

in thesewordsTo wit, Providedalways& its herebyIntendedthat no

personShallbeby this Act Excusedfrom SwearingWho by the Act of

ParliamentforTrade& Navigationareor Shallberequiredto Takean

Oath; Sincethe makingof which act, therewasSentto this Govern-

mentan Act of Parliamentmadein the Seventh& Eighthyear of the

King Intituled An Act for preventingFrauds& RegulatingAbusesin
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the PlantationTrade,Wherebyit is, Amongstotherthings, Enacted,

that from & After theTwentyfifth day ofMarch 1698 No Shipor Ves-

selwhatsoevershouldbedeemedorpassasA Shipof thebuilt ofEng-

land, Ireland, Wales, Berwick, Guernsey,Jerseyor any of his

MajestiesPlantationsinAmericasoasto beQualifiedto Tradeto from

or in anyof theSaidPlantationsuntil thepersonOrpersonsclaiming

propertyin SuchShip or Vesselshould registerthe Sameby Proof

UponOathof oneor Moreof the Ownersof SuchShip orVesselasBy

the Said Act is directed,Now for asmuch as mostpart of the Mer-

chants,Traders& Owners of Shipsor Vessellswithin this Govern-

ment being of the People called Quakerswho for Consciencesake

cannotTakeanOathuponanyAccountwhatsoever,In which Respect

it would beveryprejudicialto theKingsInterest,Destructiveto Trade

& A Ruin to manyFamiliestolay uptheirVessells& bedeprivedofthe
Liberties& PriveledgesofEnglishSubjects,asmustUnavoidablyFol-

low If their SolemnAffirmation or Attestationbe not Acceptedhere,

insteadof anOath asit is in thelike Case& Uponthe Same& Other

OccasionsVeryFavourablyAllowed to be in England.

And for asmuchastheSaidAct of Assemblywasmadefor therelief

ofthosewhofor ConscienceSakerefusedto TakeanOathin anyCase,

And is herebydeclaredsoto be, & the recitedclausein theSaidAct of

Assemblycontainedwasnot Intendedto ExcuseSuchfrom taking an

Oathwho arenot ConscientiouslyScrupuloustherein, Nor to qualify

anyto be Governoror Officersof theCustoms(without theKings Dis-

pensation)whoby theActs of Tradearerequiredto Swear.

ThereforeIt is Enactedby theAuthorityAforesaidThatall & Every

personorpersonswho areor shallbeMastersMerchants,Mariners1or

taking Chargeof any Ship or VessellwhatsoeverOr Whoareor shall

be Ownersor Claimingpropertyin any Ship Or otherVessel& Every

otherperson& personswho Cannotfor ConsciencesaketakeanOath

And shall be requiredto Takethe Oathin the said Act of Parliment

Mentionedor any OtherOathin that or in any OtherCaserelatingto

the Acts of Trade & Navigation Whatsoever& Wheresoeverby the

SameActs an Oathis or shallberequired,ShallInsteadof anOathbe

permitedto makehisorher SolemnMfiramtion Attestationor Decla-

ration,The saidrecitedClauseor Provisoin the said Act of Assembly
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or FrameOf Government,to the Contraryin anywise notwithstand-

ing.

Which Said Solemn Affirmation or Attest shall be adjudged &

TakenAnd is herebyEnacted& Declaredto bebinding& mostAvail-

ablein Law & Shall beAcceptedinsteadof an Oathin all Courtsand

Other placeswithin this Government,where, by the SaidActs, an

Oathis requiredconcerningthe Premises

And Whosoevershall be lawfully convictedof wilful & Corrupt

Faishoodinwhat theysoasAforesaidDeclareandAffirm shallIncurr

thesamepenalty& Forfeituresasby Law is ProvidedAgainstpersons

ConvictedofWillfull & Corrupt PerjuryAny Law UsageorCustomto

the Contrarynotwithstanding.
And it is FurtherEnactedby theAuthority aforesaidthat whenany

Bill Plaint or Informationshall be Exhibitedor CommencedAgainst

anypersonin Any Courtto beheldwithin this Provinceor Territories

for or Upon Breachor non-Observanceof any of the Acts of Trade&

Navigation in any Casewhatsoever,The Mean or mannerof Trial

Shallbeaccordingto theCourseoftheCommonLaw & knownpractice

oftheCourtsof Recordwithin this Governmentby TwelveLawful men

of the Neighbour-hoodto be Summoned& returnedby the Sheriff of

theCountywherethe Offenceis Commited.

Whereasby the Said Acts of Trade & Instructions from the

Comissionersof theCustomsmanythings areRequiredto be Trans-

acted& doneby theGovernorwhich Cannotbe Effectedwithoutgreat

Chargeaswell asTrouble,In Compensationwhereofthe SaidRepre-

sentativesin this GeneralAssemblymet,Do by the Authority Afore-

said give & grant unto the Governorfor the Time being, A duty of

Eight penceper Tunn upon Every Ship or Vessel coming into this

Provinceor CountiesAnnexedwhoseownersor Major partof themat

herArrival arenot Inhabitingwithin this GovernmentAnd for Every

Ship or Vesselcomingin asAforesaidbelongingto the Inhabitantsof

this Province & CountiesAnnexedA Duty of foure pence for Each

Tunn,theTonageofEveryVesselto becomputedaccordingto herReg-

istry, ThisDuty to becontinuedto beCollectedfor the Spaceof three

years& no Longer.
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And beit FurtherEnactedby theAuthorityAforesaidthat it shall&

maybeLawful to & for theNaval-Officer & Collectorofthe KingsCus-

tomsnow or hereafterbelongingto this Province& Territories tode-

mandreceive& taketheFeeshereinafterLimited & appointed,that is

To Say

TheMasteror Merchantof evry Ship or Vesselof the Burthen(Ac-

cordingto her Registry)of Twenty Tunns& Upwards comingFrom

Seainto, And going out to Seafrom this Governmentshall pay unto

theNavalOfficerbelongingTothePortwheresuchMastror Merchant

is Obliged or thinks fit to Unload or Clear his or their VesselThe

Summeof FifteenShillings for EachShipor Vesselandno More.

And for All Vessellsunderthat burthencoming in & goingoutas

aforesaidthe Summeof Ten shillingsEachVessel,which saidSume

are& shallbe in Lieu of all Fees& allowancesdueor to bedueorpay-

ableUnto theNaval Officerfor the timebeing,for Entering,Clearing,

ExaminingCertificates,pacquets,ReceiveingaccountsofGoodsShipt,

Taking of Bond & all otherchargespertaining to the Enteringand

clearingShipsor OtherVessellsat the NavalOffice.

And that the Master or Merchant of Every Ship or Vesselof the

Burthen(accordingto herRegistry)ofTwentyTunns& Upwardscom-

ing from Seainto this GovernmentShallpayuntothe Kings Collector

or his Deputy,belongingto the Portwherethe said Masteror Mer-

chantof suchShipor Vesselis Obligedor shallthink fit to Unload the

Summ of Six Shillingsfor EnteringInward & Permit to Unload,And

the Summof Six Shillings morefore Entering& ClearingOutward.

And for all VesselsUnderTwenty Tuns Inward bound,Five Shil-

lings andthe Summof five Shillings morefor Entring andClearing

Outward.

Andfor Everypermittto carryTobaccoTo & Froin this River orBay

of Delawarefor Every foure hogsheadsor Under, Six pence;and for

Every hogsheadAbove foure,OnepennyEach;andfor EveryCertifi-

cate,Six pence

And for Everypermit or Certificatethat EuropeanGoodsare duly

Imported,Ten pence

Which said SeveralSummssoasAforesaidallotedto the said Col-

lectors, are & Shall be in lieu of all Fees& allowancesDue or pre-
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tendedto beDueorpayablefrom any ofthe KingsSubjectsto theSaid

Collectorsfor the timebeing by Virtue of their RespectiveOffices.

And it is FurtherEnactedby the Authority aforesaidthat If any of

the SaidCollectorsor Naval Officersby themselvestheir Deputiesor

Servantsor any of them Shall,Underanypretencewhatsoever,Take

Exactrequireor receivefrom Any Merchantor Other the Kings Sub-

jectsin anyPortorplaceofthisGovernment,Directlyor Indirectlyany

Other of GreaterFee, Reward or Gratuity than is herein before

Limited & Appointed;And If any ofthe saidOfficersshallpresumeto

Demandor ExactanyFeeor rewardof anyMasterMerchantor Other

personbelongingto anyShip or VessellOutwardboundAfter Sheis

Duly Clearedat any of the said Ports,SuchOfficer or OfficerssoOf-

fendingin anyof the SaidCasesShallpayUnto thePartygrievedTre-

ble Dammagesto be recoveredin Any Court of Recordwithin this

government:

Andfor theFurtherpreventingof Frauds& AbusesIt is Enactedby

the Authority Aforesaid,That if any Ship or Vesselshall be brought

into this GovernmentUnderanypretencewtsoever& shallnotbeduly

Entered& Qualified to TradeAccordingto the Acts of Navigation&

the Laws of this Government,shallnot onely be Lyable to Seizure&

Condemnation;But alsoif theMasterof anySuchShipor Vesselshall
wilfully Neglector refuseto bring Up hisShip within theLimits of one

of the SaidPorts, or by force or violenceshall ressist& Opposethe

KingsOfficer or Officers,Magistrateor Magistratsin the Dischargeof

his or their Duty in that behalf,all SuchMastersMerchants& Ships

CompaniesSo Refuseingor RessistingShallbe Deemed& Takenas

Enemiesto theKing & this Government,And it shallbeLawful for all

Magistrats,Officers& Otherswithin this Province& Territorys toAp-

prehendall SuchMasters, Merchants& Ships Companies& Seize

their boats& goods,& securethemuntil dischargedby dueCourseof

Law or Until SuchShip orVesselshall beSurrenderedunto the Gov-

ernmentIn orderfor A trial accordingto Law, Andall personswhatso-

everareherebyStrictlyprohibited& forbid to Buy, Sell, DealTradeor

Barter with any Such Ship, Master, Merchant,or any other of the

ShipsCompanyso resistingor refusingObedience,asAforesaid.
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And Whosoevershallbe Duly Convictedof sodoeingor beAiding &

Abetting to such Offenders,shall be Punishedby Fine & Imprison-

mentAccordingto the Natureof theOffence.

A.P.S.,Original Laws of Pennsylvaniafrom 1693 to 1700,f. 173.
H.S.P., CadwaladerCollection. Act of May 31, 1698,chapter2. De-
claredvoid on August31, 1699,by the LordJusticesin Council. See
ch. 151,1699/1700.

CHAPTER137.

THELAW FORTHECONTINUATION OFAN ACT INTITULED THELAW FORTHE
SPEEDY COLLECTING THE ARREARAGES OF THE ASSESMENT LAID IN
1696.

WhereastherewasAn Actmadein theYear 1697Intituled, theLaw

for the SpeedyCollectingthe Arrears of the AssesmentLaid in 1696

whichwasto Continue& bein forceUntil theRiseingof this Assembly

& Twenty daysafter; But the Receiverof theSaidTaxreportingthat

Divers of the Collectorshavenot as Yet brought in the Respective

SummstheyStandChargedwithall Andthat its requisit thattheSaid

LawbeContinuedfor theCollectingthesaidArrearagesBeit Enacted

& it is herebyEnactedby theAuthority aforesaid,That theSaidLaw

Intituled asaforesaid,& Everybranch& part thereofbe & is hereby

Continuedto beIn full forcefor oneYearaftertheRiseingofthis Gen-

eral Assemblyandno Longerany Law usageor Customto the Con-

traryhereofin anywisenotwithstanding.

A.P.S., Original Laws of Pennsylvaniafrom 1693to 1700, f. 129.
H.S.P.,CadwaladerCollection. Act of May 31, 1698,chapter3. See
chapter142, 1699.

CHAPTER138.

THELAW SUPPLEMENTALLTO THE LAWS AGAINST ROBING & STEALLING.

Whereasin the Petition of Right thereare Two Laws for the Pun-

ishingof Thieves,TheOneIntituled A LawAgainstHoggstealers,The

OtherIntituled A Law againstRobbing& Stealing;But the Several


