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CHAPTER CXII.

AN ACT FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF BLACKBIRDS AND CROWS.

Whereasit manifestly appearsby the innumerablequanti-
tiesof blackbirdsandcrowsthat continuallyhauntin this pro.
vince andterritories, to the great prejudice,hurt andannoy-
ance of the inhabitantsthereof,being very destructiveto all
sorts of corn and grain that is ~sic] raised therein, so that
people’slabor is much destroyedthereby,andthat the people
mayfor thefuture be thebetterencouragedin their laborand
industry,by destroyingof suchbirds, therebyto hinder their
greatincrease:

{SectionI.J Be it enactedby theProprietaryandGovernor,by
andwith theadviceandconsentof thefreemenof this Province
andTerritoriesin GeneralAssemblymet, andby the authority
of the same,That whosoevershall at any time hereafterkill
eitherblackbirdsor crowsshall, for all suchblackbirdsthatbe
or theyshallsokill, havethreepencethe dozen;andfor every
crow threepence~

Provided,That suchpersonor personsdo andshallbring the
headsof all suchblackbirdsor crowsto suchpersonor persons
as shall,by the respectivecountycourtsin eachcounty within
this provinceandterritories, be appointedto receiveandtake
an accountof the same;which said countycourtsare hereby
empoweredandrequiredyearly to appoint,from time to time,
asmanypersonsastheythink convenientfor that service.And
that suchpersonor personswho shall beappointedto receive
andtakeanaccountof all suchblackbirdsandcrows asafore-
said, shall haveandreceivefor the sameafter the rate of ten
per cent. All which saidsum or sumsof money,as the same
shallamountunto, shallbe defrayedandpaidout of the public
stock; to be leviedandraisedin suchmannerandform in each
countyas other public chargesof this governmentare usedto
be raisedanddischarged.

Provided,Thatall andeverysuchpersonandpersonswhoare
so appointedto receiveand take accountof the headsof all
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suchblackbirdsandcrowsthat shallbebroughtto themby the
inhabitantsas aforesaid,be attestedto the faithful discharge
of their duty therein, andto keepan exact account thereof
which accountshall be deemedgood andeffectual. And that
suchpersonsshall yearly bring in their accountsto the court
andgrandjury at suchtimesas is by law appointedfor calcu-
lating the public chargesof the county.

PassedOctober28, 1701; allowed to becomea law by lapseof time,
in accordancewith theproprietary charter, having been considered
by the Queen in Council, February 7, 1705-6, and not acted upon.
SeeAppendix 1, Section II, and the Act of Assembly, passedMarch
20, 1724-5,Chapter284; repeaiedby theAct of Assembly,passedMai~ch
20, 1810, P. L. 188.

CHAPTER CXIII.

AN ACT FORTHE SALE OFTHE COURT-HOUSEAND PRISONIN THECOUNTY
OFCHESTER.

Whereasthe grand jury of the saidcounty havepetitioned
that a law might be madefor the selling of the court-house
andprisonlately ruinatedby fire, andthelot thereuntobelong-
ing beingtoo strait for suchapublicbuilding:

[SectionL] Be it enactedby the ProprietaryandGovernor,by
andwith the adviceandconsentof thefreemenof this Province
andTerrjtorie~in GeneralAssemblymet,andby theauthority
of the same,That any four justicesof the peaceof the said
county of Chesterfor the time being (the first in commission
being one) shall andare herebyenabledand empoweredby
their deedor deeds,undertheir handsandthe sealof the said
County, to sell, make over and convey the court-houseand
prisonwith the landthereuntobelonging,in the town of Ches-
ter, in the county aforesaid,to such personor personsas the
said justices shall see meet (and the value or price thereof
shall be paid into the public stock of the saidcountyfor the
useof the sameasthe lawdirects,andto no otherusewhatso-


