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(Thatis to say)everysingle-deckedship or vesselshallbe meas-
uredby thelength of the keel, takenwithin board,so much as
shetreadsupon the ground,andthebreadthto be takenwithin
boardby the midshipbeam,from plank to plank,andthe depth
of the hold from the plank belowthe keelsonto the underpart
of thedeckplank; andfor two-deckedshipswhich carrygoods
betweendecks,the depth of her hold to be taken from the
plank below the keelsonto the under part of the upper deck
plank; andthe length and breadthas before; then multiply
thelengthbythebreadthandthe productthereofby the depth,
anddividethe wholeby ninety-four, andthe quotientwill give
the true contentsof the tonnage—accordingto which method
andrule all shipsandvesselsshall bemeasured,andthe sev-
eral duties of tonnagetherebybe computedand collectedac-
cordingly, any custom,practiceor usageto the contrary not-
withstaiicling.

Pa~sedFebruary 22, 1717-18. Apparently never submitted to
theconsiderationof theCrown. SeeAppendixIV, SectionII, and
the Acts of AssemblypassedMay 31, 1718, Chapter232; February
24, 1720-21,Chapter240; April 29, 1758, Chapter432.

CHAPTER CCXXIX.

AN ACT FOR EREOTINIG HOUSESOF CORRECTIONAND WORJKHOUSES~
IN THE RESPECTIVECOTJINTIES OF THIS PROVINCE.

Whereasthe proprietaryandfirst adventurersin their prin-
cipal model of this governmentproposedthat for crimes in-
ferior to murder,the punishmentsmight be by way of restitu-
tion, fine, imprisonment,andsuchlike; andwherethe offender
provednot of ability to makesuchsatisfactionthen he shou]d
be kept in prison or houseof correctionat hard labor; but no
effectualcarehathbeenyet takento erectsuchhouses,by rea-
son whereof many evildoersescapeunpunished,and servants,
who, for their neglectandabuses,should bekept at work in
suchhouses,are becomeincorrigible; thereforemay it please
the governorthat it maybeenacted:-
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[Section I.] And be it enactedby William Keith, Esquire,
by the royal approbationDeputy-Lieutenantand Governor,
under William Penn, Esquire, Proprietary and Governor-in-
Chief of the Provinceof Pennsylvania,by andwith the advice
and consentof the freemenof the said Provincein General
Assemblymet, and by the authority of the same, That from
andafterthe first day of May, which will be in the yearof our
Lord onethousandsevenhundredandeighteen,from time to
time, it shallandmaybe lawful to andfor the justicesof the
peaceof the city of Philadelphia,in conjunctionwith the jus-
tices of the peaceof the county of Philadelphia,andfor the
justicesof the peaceof the other respectivecountiesof this
province, assembledat any quarter-sessionsof the peace
within the samerespectivecounties,or themajorpart of them,
to setdown andmakeordersfor building, erecting,or causing
to bebuilt anderectedor provided,oneor morehousesof cor-
rection and workhouses,with convenientbacksidesor yards
thereuntoadjoining,in someconvenientplaceswithin their sev-
eral countiesor towns corporate: for the doing and perform-
ing whereof,andfor the providingstocksof money,goods, and
all otherthings necessaryfor the same,all suchordersas the
said justices, or the major part of them, shall from time to
time take, reform or set down in any of the said quarter-
sessionsfor erectingor providingsuchhouses,raisingthesaid
stocks, andgoverning of the same,as also for the correcting
andpunishmentof offendersto be committedthere,shallbe of
full force,andbeduly performedandput in execution; which
saidhousesshallbepurchased,conveyedor assuredunto such
personor personsas by the justicesof the peace,or the major
part of them, in their quarter-sessionsof the peace,to be
holdenwithin everycounty of this province,upon trust, to the
intent the sameshall be usedandemployedfor the keeping,
correcting and setting to work of all rogues, vagabonds,or
sturdy beggars,andotheridle anddisorderlypersons,who by
the laws and usageof GreatBritain, or by the laws of this
province, are to be kept, correctedor set to work, in such
housesandbacksides.

[Section II.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That within the spaceof threeyears,afterthe twen
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ty-fifth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousan4
sevenhundred and eighteen,a house of correction or work-
houseshallbebuilt in the city of Philadelphiaatthe chargeof
said city and county of Philadelphia; and a house of cor-
rection or workhouse shall be built in Chester, at the
chargeof the county of Chester;andanotherhouseof correc-
tion or workhouseshallbebuilt in Bristol, at the chargeof the
countyof Bucks.

[Section III.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid, That by the major partof thejusticesof the peace
for the said city and county of Philadelphia, and for the
countiesof ChesterandBucks, respectively,in their respective
quarter-sessionsassembled,thereshall be electedandchosen,
out of the most able andhonestinhabitantsandfreeholders
of the said city and county of Philadelphia,and of the said~
counties of Chesterand Bucks, respectively,a president,a
treasurerand assistantsfor the housesof correction, work-
houseor workhousesin the saidcity andrespectivecounties;
and that upon the vacancy,by deathor otherwise,of any of
the said presidents,treasurersor assistantsin the said re-
specti-s~ecounties,the powerto erect(sic) [elect] othersin their
room shall be in the majorpart of the respectivejustices of
the peace,who, in their general quarter-sessionsfrom time
to time, shall accordinglysupply vacantplaces.

And the saidpresident,treasurerandassistantsfor thetime
being, shall be accountablefor all their disbursementsand
other proceedings,to the said justices or the major part of
them, who, at every quartersessions,are herebydirectedand
requiredto examineand inspectthe accountsand all other
proceedingsof the said president, treasurerand assistants;
andin caseany notoriousneglect,embezzlementor breachof
trust, shall at any time appearto the justices againstall or
any oneof the said officers, by them appointedas aforesaid,
then the said justices are herebyempoweredto dismiss and
displaceall suchoffendersandto electothersin their room.

And that nothing may be wanting to render effectual the
good intent of this act in all its parts,may it pleasethe gov-
ernorto condescendthat it maybefurther enacted:

[SectionIV.] And be it enactedby the authority aforesaid,
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That the saidpresident,treasurerandassistants,for the time
being,respectively,shallforeverhereafter,in nameandfact, he
bodiespolitic andcorporatein law to all intentsandpurposes,
andshall havea perpetualsuccession,and may sue or plead,
or be suedand impleaded,by thenameof thepresident,treas-
urerandassistantsfor the poorof thesaidrespectivecounties,
in all courtsandplacesof judicat~irewithin this province,and
by that nameevery of the said corporationsshall and may
purchaseor receiveanylands,tenementsor hereditaments,not
exceedingtheyearly valueof threehundredpoundsperannum,
of the gift, alienationor devise of any personor persons,who
are herebyenabledto transfer and grant the same,andany
goodsandchattelswhatsoever,into or for the useandbenefit
of the corporationsaforesaid.

[Section V.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That the saidpresident,treasurerandassistants,or
one of them, at least, in eachcounty aforesaid,respectively,
shallgive punctualandconstantattendanceattheworkhouses
and housesof correction to which they respectivelybelong,
there to receiveandexecutethe orders given by the commit-
mentswhichshallhappento be madefrom timeto time by any
justice of the peace,or other magistrate,having legal power
to commit and sendto the workhousesall vagabonds,unruly
servants,andotheridle or disorderlypersons;andthe saidoffi-
cers,in each county iespectively,shall make return to every
court of quarter-sessions,duly, of their proceedingsin the
premises.

[Section VI.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid, That whenthe president,treasurerandassistants
of anyof the saidcorporationsshall certify, undertheir hands
andseals,their [want] eitherof apresentstockfor the begin-
ningof the work, or for supply thereoffor thefuture, andwhat
sumor sumsof moneythey shallthink fit for the same,to the
justicesof the peaceof the said respectivecounties,assembled
in their quarter-sessions,the saidjusticesareherebyrequired
from time to time to set down and ascertainsuch sum and
sumsof moneyastheyshall deemcompetentfor the purposes
aforesaid,andcausethe sameto be raisedas countyratesare
usually levied, so that they do not exceed,for the city and
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county of Philadelphia,the yearly value of four hundred
pounds; for the county of Chester,theyearlyvalueof two hun-
dredpounds;andfor the countyof Bucks,the yearly valueof
onehundredpounds.

[SectionVII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That the president,treasurerand assistantsof an.y
of the saidcorporations,or housesof correctionor workhouses,
areherebyempoweredto chooseandentertainall such officers
as shall be needfulto be employedin andaboutthepremises,
andthem or any of them to removeas they shall seecause,
and upon such removal, or deathof any of them, to choose
others,andto makethemreasonableallowancesfor their ser-
vices out of the said stock; •and that all sheriffs, constables,
andall other officers andministersof justice, shallbe aiding
and assistingto the said corporationor corporations,andto
all such officers as shallbe employedby themin the execution
andperformanceof the saidservice.

PassedFebruary 22, 1717-18. Apparently never consideredby
the Crown, but allowed to become a law by lapse of time
in accordance with the proprietary charter. See Appendix
IV, Section II, Hill’s letter and Fans’s opinion in Appen-
dix V, Section I, and the Acts of Assembly passedJatiu-
ary 12, 1705-6, Chapter 151; March 7, 1745-46; Chapter 367;
March 4, 1763, Chapter 498; February21, 1767, Chapter 555; Feb-
ruary 26, 1773, Chapter 673; April 5, 1790, Chapter1516; April 2,
1803, P. L. 621; March 23, 1826, P. L. 133; March 2, 1827, P. L. 76;
April 15, 1834, P. L. 537; April 10, 1835, P. L. 133; ‘April 14, 1835,
P. L. 232; March 22, 1836, P. L. 173; i~une13, 1836, P~L. 539; April
11, 1850, P. L. 448; April 25, 1850,1’. L. 569; January26, 1354, P. L~.
12; April 28, 1854, P. L. 506; January31, 1855, P. Li. 6; AprIl 21,
1855, P. L. 264; April 16, 1857, P Li. 219; May 12, 1857, P~Li. 454;
April 22, 1258, P. Li. 452; April 8, 1852, P. Li. 318; April 11, 1862,
P. L. 425; March 21, 1866, P. Li. 259; January10, 1867, ‘P. Li. 1371;
April 14, 1868, P. L. 1092; June2, 1871, P. Li. 1301; May 23, 1874,
P. Li. 230; May 8, 1876, P. Li. 154; June12, 1878, P. L. 181; AprIl
30, 1879, P. L. 33; June 4, 1879, P. Li. 84; June 11, 1879, P. Li. 140;
June13, 1883, P. Li. 100; June1, 1885, P. Li. 37; May 19, 1887, P. Li.
132; May 25, 1887, P. Li. 265; Ul~1ay13, 1889,P. L. 209; May 23, 1889,
P. Li. 277; June16, 1891, P. Li. 303; June26, 1895, P. Li. 377.
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