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CHAPTER CCCXXXIX.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER ENABLING DIVERS INHABITANTS OF THE
PROVINCE OF PENNSYLVANIA TO HOLD LANDS AND TO INVEST
THEM WITH THE PRIVILEGES OF NATURAL-BORN SUBJECTS OF
THE SAID PROVINCE.l

Whereas by the encouragement given by the Honorable Wil-
liam Penn, Esquire, late Proprietary and Governor of the Prov-
ince of Pennsylvania, and by the permission of our present Sov-
ereign, King George the Second, and his predecessors, Kings
and Queens of England, &c., divers Protestants who were sub-
jects of the Emperor of Germany and other foreign princes in
amity with the Crown of Great Britain transported themselves
and estates into the province of Pennsylvania, and since they
came hither have contributed to the enlargement of the British
Empire and to the raising and improving sundry commodities
fit for the markets of Europe, and have behaved themselves
peaceably and paid a due regard and obedience to the laws and
government of this province:

And whereas many of the said persons, to wit: John Diemer,
David Scholtze, Peter Hillegas, Wilhelm Ziegler, Paulus Krip-
ner, Jacob Seijl, George Scholtze, Ulrich Aller, Caspar Ulrich,
Henry Van Aken, John Iden, Adam Klamter, Anthony Bene-
zet, of the city of Philadelphia; Anthony Bohm, Conrad Bensell,

Adam’ Romich, Fredrick Reymer, Joseph Graff, Henry Sling-

loff, Michael Berger, George Souber, Alexander Dihl, Jacob
Bowman, Gottlieb Herger, Daniel Schoner, Adam Galar, Nicho-
las Leisher, Junior, Peter Souber, Conrad Reble, Hans George
Weigert, Christopher Mink, Johannes Zirwer, Sebastian Reiff
Schneider, Jacob Kemp, Jacob Hill, John Souber, Abraham
Zimmerman, Christian Weber, Nicholas Keyser, Martin Pit-
ting, Conrad Keer, Conrad Kustor, Jacob Dubre, Anthony Za-
douski, Hans Pingeman, Andreas Kraver, Lodwick Pitting, of
the county of Philadelphia; John George Kinkner, William

13ee note to Chapter 309.
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Morey, Peter Schueider, John Joder, Christian Klimmer, John
Joder, Junior, Joseph Eberhart, Michael Eberhart, John Brecht,
Henry Schneider, George Zeiwizt, Michael We[i]ber, Ulrich
Rubel, Jacob Kangweer, Diter Gauff, Henry Rinker, of the
county of Bucks; George Donatt, Garratt Brownback, of the
county of Chester; John George Beard, John Casper Stover,
Michael Weidler, Fredrick Elberschidt, Peter Entzminger,
Jacob Kersberger, Jacob Byerly, Jacob Leman and Michael
Byerly, of the county of Lancaster, in the said province, in dem- -
onstration of their affection and zeal for the person and gov-
ernment of our present Sovereign, King George the Second,
have qualified themselves by taking and subscribing the several
oaths and declarations or solemn affirmations directed to be
taken and subscribed by several acts of Parliament made for
the security of the King’s person and government and for pre-
venting the dangers which may happen by Popish recusants,
&e., and thereupon have humbly applied to the governor and
the representatives of the freemen of this province in general
assembly met setting forth their great desire of being made
partakers of those privileges which the natural-born subjects
of Great Britain do enjoy within this province; and it being
just and reasonable that those persons who have given such
testimony of their affection and obedience to the Crown of
Great Britain should as well be secured in the enjoyment of
their estates as encouraged in their laudable affection to and
zeal for the English Constitution:

[Section I.] Be it enacted by Patrick Gordon, Esquire, with
the King’s royal approbation Lieutenant-Governor under the
Honorable John Penn, Thomas Penn and Richard Penn, Es-
quires, true and absolute Proprietaries of the Province of Penn-
sylvania [and of the counties of Newcastle, Kent and Sussex on
Delaware], by and with the advice and consent of the represen-
tatives of the freemen of the said province in General Assembly
met, and by the authority of the same, That Jobhn Diemer,
David Scholtze, Peter Hillegas, [Wilbelm] Ziegler, Paulus
Kripner, Jacob Seijl, George Scholtze, Ulrich Aller, Caspar
Ulrich, Henry Van. Aken, [Jobn] Iden, [Adam] Klamter,
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Anthony Benezet, of the city of Philadelphia; Anthony Bohm,
Conrad Bensell, [Adam Romich, Fredrick Reymer], Joseph
Graff, Henry Slingloff, Michael Berger, George Souber, Alex-
ander Dihl, Jacob Bowman, Gottlieb Herger, Daniel Schoner,
Adam Galar, Nicholas Leisher, Junior, Peter Souber, Conrad
Reble, Hans George Weigert, Christopher Mink, Johannes Zir-
wer, Sebastian Reiff Schneider, Jacob Kemp, Jacob Hill, John
~ Souber, Abraham Zimmerman, Christian Weber, Nicholas Key-
ser, Martin Pitting, Conrad Keer, Conrad Kustor, Jacob Dubre,
Anthony Zadouski, Hans Pingeman, Andreas Kraver, Lodwick
Pitting, of the county of Philadelphia; John George Kinkner,
William Morey, Peter Schneider, John Joder, Christian Klim-
mer, John Joder, Junior, Joseph Eberhart, Michael Eberhart,
John Brecht, ¥enry Schuneider,. George Zeiwizt, Michael
We[i]ber, Ulrich Rubel, Jacob Kangweer, Diter Gauff, Henry
Rinker, of the county of Bucks; George Donatt, Garratt Brown-
baclk, of the county of Chester; John George Beard, John Cas-
per Stover, Michael Weidler, Fredrick Elberschidt, Peter Entz-
minger, Jacob Kersberger, Jacob Byerly, Jacob Leman and
Michael Byerly, of the county of Lancaster, in the said prov-

ince, be and shall be to all intents and purposes deemed, taken

and esteemed the King’s natural-born subjects of this province
of Pennsylvania as if they and ‘each of them had been born
within the said province, and shall and may and every of them
shall and may within this province take, receive, enjoy and be
entitled to all rights, privileges and advantages of natural-
born subjects as fully to all intents, constructions and purposes
whatsoever as any of the King’s natural-born subjects of this
province can, do or ought to enjoy. ‘
Passed March 29, 1785. See Appendix XII, Section I, and the
Acts of Assembly passed February 3, 1742-43, Chapter 359; June 20,
1759, Chapter 445; (the Constitution, of 1776, Plan of Government,

Section XILII;) June 13, 1777, Chapter 756; August 31, 1778, Chapter
803; March 4, 1786, Chapter 1206; February 11, 1789, Chapter 1387,
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