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At aGeneralAssemblybegunandholdenatPhiladelphiathe
fourteenthdayof October,A. D. 1749,andcontinuedby adjourn-
mentsuntil the eighteenthdayof August, 1750,the following
actswerepassed:

CHAPTER CCCLXXX.

AN ACT FOR ERECTING PART OF THE PROVINCE OF PENNSYLVANIA,
WESTWARD OF [THE] SUSQUEHLNNAAND NORTHWARD AND WEST.
WARD OF THE COUNTY OF YORK, INTO A COUNTY.

Whereasa greatnumberof the inhabitantsof the western
part of Lancastercountyhaveby their petitionhumbly repre-
sentedto the governorandassemblyof this provincethe great
hardships.they lie underby being at so greata distancefrom
the boroughof Lancaster,wherethe courtsof justice are held
andthe public offices arekept, andhow hardanddifficult it is
for the soberandquiet part of the inhabitantsof that part
of the county to securethemselvesagainstthefts and abuses
frequentlycommittedamongstthemby idle anddissoluteper-
sons, who resort to the remoteparts of the provinceandby
reasonof thegreatdistancefrom the court or prisonfrequently
find meaiisof makingtheir escapes.

For remedyingof which inconvenienciesandrelief of the in-
habitantsin thepremises:

[SectionI.] Beit enactedby the HonorableJamesHamilton,
Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable Thomas
PennandRichardPenn,Esquires,true and absoluteProprie-
taries of the Provinc~of Pennsylvaniaandof the countiesof
Newcastle,Kent and SussexuponDe]aware,by and with the
adviceandconsentof the representativesof the freemenof the
saidProvincein GeneralAssemblymet,andby the authorityof
thesame,That all andsingularthelandslying within theprov-
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inceof Pennsylvaniaaforesaidto thewestwardof Susquehanna
andnorthward and westwardof the county of York be and
herebyare erectedinto a county namedand hereafterto be
taIledCumberland;boundednorthwardandwestwardwith the
line of the province, eastwardpartly with the river Susque-
hannaandpartly with the saidcountyof York, andsouthward
in part by thesaidcountyof York andpartby theline dividing
thesaidprovincefrom that of Maryland.

[SectionII.] Andbelt furtherenactedbytheauthorityafore-
said, That theinhabitantsof the saidcountyshallat all times
hereafterhaveandenjoyall andsingularthejurisdictions,pow-
ers, rights, liberties and privileges whatsoeverwhich the in-
habitantsof anyothercountywithin thesaidprovincedo,mayor
ought to enjoy by any charterof privileges or the laws of this
provinceor by any otherways or meanswhatsoever,excepting
only In the numberof representativesto servein generalassem-
bly of this province,in which caseit is:

[SectionIII.] Providedandfurtherenactedby the authority
aforesaid,That until it shallbeotherwiseorderedby the gov-
ernorandassemblyof thisprovincethefreemenandinhabitants
of thesaidcountyqualified by the laws of thisprovinceto elect
shall annuallymeetat or nearthe placewherethe court-house
is intendedto bebuilt for the saidcountyat thesametime the
inhabitantsof theother countiesof this provinceshallmeetfor
like purposes,and there proceedto chooseinspectorsand to
electtwo representativesor delegatesto servethemin assembly
in the samemannerasby the charterandlaws of this province
is directedin respectto other counties,which said two repre-
sentativeswhenso chosenshall bemembersof the generalas-
semblyof the provinceof Pennsylvaniaandsit andactassuch
as fully andfreely as any of the representativesfor the other
countieswithin this provincedo, may,canor oughtto do.

[Section IV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatall taxesalreadylaid within the boundsof the
saidcounty of Oumberlandby virtue of ~ny actof generalas-
semblyof this provincewhich arenot alreadypaidshall be col-
lectedby the respectivecollectorswithin the boundsaforesaid
andpaid into the handsof the treasurerof Lancastercounty,
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andthat all personsconcernedin the levying, receiving and
payingthe saidtaxesshallhavethe samepowerandauthority
andbe underthe samepenaltiesandrestrictionsfor collecting
andpayingthe sameasby the saidactsby whichthe saidtaxes
wereassessedareexpressedanddirecteduntil thewholebe col-
lectedandpaidasaforesaid.

[SectionV.] Andbeit furtherenactedby theauthorityafore-
said, That the justices of the supremecourt of this province
shallhavelike powers,jurisdictionsandauthoritieswithin the
saidcountyof Cumberlandasby lawthey arevestedwith and
entitleduntoin theothercountieswithin theprovinceaforesaid,
andare herebyauthorizedandempoweredfrom time to time
to deliver the gaolof the saidcounty of capitalor otheroffend-
ers in like manneras they are authorizedto do in other the
countiesaforesaid.

[Section VI.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That thereshall be acompetentnumberof justices
nominatedand authorizedby the governorfor the time being
by commissionsunder the broad seal of the province,which
saidjusticesor anythreeof themshallandmayhold courtsof
generalquarter-sessionsof the peace and gaol delivery and
countycourtsfor holding of pleas,andshallhaveall andsingu-
lar thepowers,rights, jurisdictionsandauthoritiesto all intents
andpurposesasotherthejusticesof courtsof generalquarter-
sessionsandjusticesof the countycourtsfor holdingof pleasin
the othercountiesaforesaidmay, canor ought to havein their
respectivecounties;which saidcourtsshallsit andbe heldfor
thesaidcountyof Cumberlandon thethird dayof theweek,com-
monly calledTuesday,nextprecedingthe courtsheld for the
countyof York, in themonthscalled April, July, Octoberand
Januaryin every year, at someproperplacewithin the said
countyuntil acourt-houseshallbe built, andwhen thesameis
built anderectedin the county aforesaidthesaidseveralcourts
shall then be holdenandkept at the saidcourt-houseon the
daysbeforementioned. And the electionof representativesto
servein generalassembly,assessorsandall otherofficers of the
saidcountywhoareor shallbeappointedto be annuallyelected
shallbe madeandelectedat or nearthesaidcourt-houseat the
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sametimeandin thesamemannerasbythecharterof privileges
andlaws of theprovinceaforesaidis directedto bedonein the
othercountieswithin this province. And it shallbe lawful for
thefreemenof the saidcountyfor the first yearto choosethree
commissionersfor raising county ratesand leviesfor the said
county.

[SectionVII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That it shall andmay be lawful to andfor Robert
McCoy, BenjaminChambers,David Magaw, JamesMcEntire
andJohn McCormick, all of the county aforesaid,yeomen,or
anythreeof them,to purchaseandtakeassuranceto them and
their heirsof apieceof landsituatein someconvenientplacein
the saidcountyto beapprovedof by the governorin trust and
for the useof the inhabitantsof the saidcounty,andthereonto
erectandbuild acourt-houseandprisonsufficient to accommo-
datethe public serviceof the saidcountyandfor the easeand
conveniencyof theinhabitants.

[SectionVIII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That for thedefrayingthe chargesof purchasingthe
land, building anderectingthe court-houseand prison afore-
said, it shall andmay be lawful to andfor the commissioners
andassessorsof the saidcountyor amajority of themto assess
andlevyandtheyareherebyrequiredto assessandlevysomuch
money as the said trusteesor any three of them shall judge
necessaryfor purchasingthe landandfinishing the saidcourt-
houseandprison. Providedalways, the sum of moneyso to
be raiseddothnot exceedthreehundredpoundscurrentmoney
of thisprovince.

[SectionIX.] Providedalso,andbe it further enactedby the
authority aforesaid,That no actionor suit now commencedor
dependingin the countyof Lancasteragainstanypersonliving
within the boundsof the said county of Cumberlandor else-
where shall be stayedor discontinuedby this act or by any-
thing herein contained, but that the same actions already
commencedor dependingmay be prosecutedand judgment
thereuponrenderedas if this act had not been made; and
that it shall andmay be lawful for the justices of Lancaster
countyto issueanyjudicial process,to bedirectedto thesheriff
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of Lancastercounty,for carryingon andobtainingthe effectof
their suits,which sheriffshall be and‘is herebyobligedto yield
obediencein executingthe said writs and make duereturn
thereofbeforethejusticesof the saidcourt of thesaidcountyof
Lancasteras if the partieswereliving andresidingwithin the
same.

[SectionX.] And beit furtherenactedbyt~ieauthorityafore-
said, That BenjaminChambers,of the saidcounty of Cumber-
land, beandherebyis appointedcollector of the exciseof the
saidcounty,who is herebyauthorizedandempoweredby him-
self or his sufficient deputyduly constitutedandfor whomhe
shall be accountable,to demand,collect, receiveandrecover
the exciseappointedto be paidby any actor actsof assembly
of thisprovinceandalsothe arrearagesthereofof andfrom all
andevery personandpersonswithin the saidcountyretailing
or vendinganyof the liquors by the saidactsliable to paythe
same,andalsoto recoverandreceiveall andeverythe duties,
fines andforfeitures laid or imposedor that shall happento
ariseor becomeduefor anythingdonecontraryto the truein-
tentandmeaningof the saidacts.

[SectionXI.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That the saidcollector of excise for the county of
Cumberlandaforesaid,the better to enablehimself to recover
the arrearagesof excisenow due or which shall becomedue
beforethe publicationof thisact, shallapplyto the collectorof
excisefor the countyof Lancasterfor a list, which heis hereby
enjoinedandrequiredto deliver, containingthe namesof each
andeverypersonin arrearfor excisewithin the saidcountyof
Cumberlandandhowmuchfrom eachof them.

[Section XII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatthecollectorof the countyof Cumberlandafore-
saidbeforeheenterson the executionof his saidoffice is hereby
requiredto givebond with two sufficientsuretiesto the treas-
urer of this provincefor the time beingin the sumof onehun-
dred poundslawful money of the provinceaforesaidfor the
faithful dischargeof hisdutyandpayingall suchsumsof money
asheshall fromtimeto timereceiveby virtue of this act. And
further the collector of the saidcountyof Cumberlandshall in
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all thingsgovernhimself andbesubjectto thesameregulations,
restrictions,fines andforfeitures, andshall observelike rules,
ordersand directions as the collectorsof other the counties
aforesaidby the laws of this provinceareliable to. And the
said collectorfor the dischargeof the duty of his office within
thesaidcountyof Cumberlandshallhaveandreceivelike fees,
perquisitesandrewardsfor his servicesenjoinedby this actas
other the collectors aforesaid(Philadèlphiaexcepted)by the
actsaforesaidare entitled unto for the servicesenjoinedthem
by theactsaforesaid.

[SectionXIII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatuntil asheriffandcoronershallbechosenin the
countyof Cumberlandin pursuanceof this actit shallandmay
be lawful for the sheriff andcoronerof Lancasterto officiate
andact in the dischargeof their respectivedutiesasfully and
amplyastheymightandought to havedoneif this acthadnot.
beenmade;oneof whom or his deputy shall attendand dis-
chargethe duty of his office accordingto the laws of this prov-
ince at the next electionat Lancaster,andthe other of them
or his deputy shallattendanddischargethe duty of his office
in like mannerat the flrst electionnextto be heldin thecounty
of Cumberlandaforesaid,in pursuanceof the directionsof this
act.

And to the endthe boundariesof the said countiesof York
andCumber]andmay be the betterascertainedandlçnown:

[SectionXIV.] Be it further enactedby the authority afore-
said, That it. shall andmay be lawful to andfor the trustees
namedin this act andthe act of assemblyby which the said
countyof York waserectedinto acountyorto andfor amajority
of eachof them, andthey areherebyrequiredandfirmly en-
joined, within the spaceof six monthsnext after the publica-
tion of this act to assemblethemselvestogether,andwith the
assistanceof oneor more surveyorsby themrespectivelyto be
provided, to run, mark out anddistinguishthe boundaryline
betweenthe saidcountiesof York andCumberland. And the
chargesto arisefor the doing thereofshallbedefrayedequally
betweenthe inhabitantsof the saidcounties,andto that end
levied andraisedby the said inhabitantsin such manneras
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otherpublic moneyfor theuseof thesaidcountiesby law ou’ght
to beraisedandlevied.

PassedJanuary27, 1749-50. Confirmedby the King in Council,
May 13, 1751. SeeAppendixXVIII, SectionI.

As to SectionI, seetheActs of AssemblypassedFebruary9, 1750-
51, Chapter387; February18, 1769,Chapter593; March9, 1771,Chap-
ter 629; March 21, 1772, Chapter644; September30, 1719, Chapter
848; September9, 1784, Chapter1107; March 4, 1785, Chapter1136;
September20, 1787,Chapter1311; September19, 1789, Chapter1436;
March27, 1790,Chapter1498; January22, 1800, Chapter2097; March
22, 1820,P. L. 92; March 31, 1823, P. L, 191; December23, 1824,P. L.
(1825,) 1; May 4, 1832, P. L. 452; April 4, 1835,P. L. 106; April 18,
1853, P. L. 524.

As to Sections11411,seethe Acts of AssemblypassedMarch11,
1752, Chapter 396; September27, 1755, Chapter404; September29,
1759,Chapter451;March4,1763,Chapter489; February8, 1766, Chapter
539; February26,1773, Chapter683; March23, 1776, Chapter717; (the
Constitutionof1776,Planof Government,SectionXVII;) June14,1777,
Chapter757; March23, 1778, Chapter790; September24, 1779, Chap-
ter 847; September20, 1780, Chapter914; September13, 1785, Chap-
ter 1175; September19, 1786,Chapter1242; September27, 1786,Chap-
ter 1253; September10, 1787, Chapter 1301 (the Constitution of
1790, Article I, SectionIV;) September30, 1791, Chapter1590; April
4, 1792, Chapter1634; April 22, 1794, Chapter1770; April 15, 1795,
Chapter 1839; March. 21, 1797, Chapter1933; February 27, 1801,
Chapter2212; March 8, 1502, P. L. 79; January13, 1503, P. L. 291;
March 21, 1803, P. L. 387; February 11, 1805, P. L. 30; April 13,
180~7,P. L. 284; March 21, 1808, P. L, 86; March 29, 1813, P. L.
224, March 28, 1814, P. L. 277; March 8, 1815, P. L. 93; March
19, 1816, P. L. 208; March 24, 1818, P. L. 279; March 29, 1819, P. L.
201; March28, 1820, P. L. 162; March25, 1822, P. L. 74; April 2, 1822,
P. L. 197; April 10, 1826, P. L. 398; April 20, 1829, P. L. 212; April
28, 1829, P. L. 829; May 8, 1832, P. L. 405; April 9, 1833, P. L. 457;
April 15, 1834, P. L. 474; JuLie 16, 1836, P. L. 794; April 16, 1838, P. L.
592; (the Constitution of 1838, Article I, Section IV,) (the two acts
of) July 2, 1829, P. L. 519, 590; March 7, 1840, P. L. 72; March 4, 1842,
P. L. 43; April 12, 1842, P. L. 262; July 11, 1842, P. L. 321; April 14,
1843, P. L. 247; January22, 1844, P. L. 14; April 11, 1844, P. L. 241;
February19, 1845, P. L, 44; March14, 1845, P. L. 149; April 16, 1845,
P. L. 521; March 7, 1846, P. L. 86; April 21, 1846, P. L. 419; March
16, 1847, P. L. 421; February28, 1850, P. L. 113; May 15, 1850, P.
L. 777; March 18, 1852, P. L. 147; March 3, 1854, P. L. 151; April
20, 1854, P. L. 419; January31, 1855, P. L. 5; May 20, 1857, P. L.
619; February 23, 1858, P. L. 41; March 24, 1860, P. L. 254;
May 5, 1864, P. L. 258; April 17, 1866, P. L. 107; AprIl 15, 1867, P. L.
86; May 6, 1871,P. L. 252; March 8, 1872,P. L. 272; (the Constitution
of 1873, Article II, SectionXVII;) May 18, 1876,P. L. 178; June13,
1883, P. L. 124; May 12, 1887, P. L. 98; June11, 1891, P. L. 296; April
18, 1893,P. L. 107; May 18, 1893,P. L. 106; June26, 1895,P. L. 377.

As to SectionV, see noteto theAct of AssemblypassedMay 22,
1722, Chapter255.

As to Section VI, seenotes to the Acts of Assembly passedMay
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22, 1722,Chapter255, March20, 1724-25,Chapter284; andtheActs of
Assembly passedSeptember 27, 1759, Chapter 450; September
7, 1789, Chapter 1421; (the Constitution of 1790, Article V,
Sections IV, V and VII;) April 13, 1791, Chapter 1575; March
15, 1800, Chapter 2145; February 24, 1806, P. L. 334; Jan-
uary 5, 1811, P. L. 7; March 29, 1824, P. L. 194; March29, 1832,
P. L. 190; April 14, 1834,P. L. 333; April 11, 1835,P. L. 196; (the Con-
stitution of 1838,Article V, SectionsIV, V andVII), March 8, 1847,
P. L. 260; April 22, 1850, P. L. 543; (theConstitutionof 1873,Article
II, SectionsI, III, V andVII;) April 9, 1874,P. L. 54; March18, 1875,
P. L. 28; April 24, 1879, P. L. 32; June10, 1881, P. L. 113; August7,
1883, P. L. (1885) 322; June12, 1895, P. L. 190.

As to SectionsVII andVIII, seetheActs of AssemblypassedFeb-
ruary28, 1780, Chapter878; April 15, 1834, P. L. 537; April 16, 1845,
P. L. 483; June1, 1883,P. L. 58; April 19, 1895,P. L. 38.

As to SectionsX andXII, seenotesto theActsof Assemblypassed
May 26, 1744, Chapter360; June24, 1746, Chapter870; andtheAct of
AssemblypassedSeptember21, 1756, Chapter412.

CHAPTER CCCLXXXI.

AN ACT FORPROHIBITING THE IMPORTATION OFGERMANS OR OTHER

PASSENGERSIN TOO GREAT NUMBERSIN ANY ONE VESSEL’.

Whereasit hath beentoo frequently practicedby masters
andownersof vesselstrading within this provinceto import SO

greata numberof Germansor otherpassengersin onevessel
thatthroughwant of necessaryroom andaccommodationsthey
have often contractedmortal andcontagiousdistempers,and
therebyhaveoccasionednot only ~hedeathof great numbers
of suchpassengersin their passage,but also by thesemeans
haveso infectedthosewh.o survivedason their arrival into this
provincetheyhavespreadthe contagionandbeenthe causeof
the deathof manyof the inhabitants:

To the end,therefore,that the like evil practicesmaybepre-
vented and inconvenienciesthence arising avoided as much
as maybe for the future:

[SectionI.] Be it enactedby theHonorableJamesHamilton,
Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable Thomas
Penn andRichardPenn,Esquires,true andabsoluteProprie-
taries of the Province of Pennsylvaniaandof the countiesof


