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actsoranythingthereincontainedbutthat everyclause,article
andsentencethereinexceptwhat is herebyalteredor supplied
shall be andremainin full forceandvirtue.

PassedFebruary9, 1750-51. Confirmedby the King in Council,
May 10, 1753. SeeAppendixXIX, SectionI, andnotesto theActs
of AssemblypassedAugust 19, 1749, Chapter377; January27, 1749-
50, Chapter380.

CHAPTERCCOLXXXVIIL

AN ACT FOR THE MORE EFFECTUALPREVENTINGACCIDENTSWHICH
MAY HAPPEN BY FIRE AND FORSUPPRESSINGIDLENESS,DRUNKEN-
NESS AND OTHERDEBAUCHERIES.

To theendtheprovisionsalreadymadeby our lawsfor pre-
ventingaccidentswhichmayhappenby fire in thecity of Phila-
delphiaandseveralotherboroughsandtownswithin thisprov-
incemaybemademoregenerallyuseful,andto preventasmuch
asin uslies thegrowingsinsof idleness,drunkennessandother
debaucheries,too frequentamongus,

[SectionI.] Be it enactedby theHonorableJamesHamilton,
Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the HonorableThomas
Pennand RichardPenn,Esquires,true and absoluteProprie-
tariesof the Provinceof Pennsylvaniaand of the countiesof
Newcastle,KentandSussexuponDelaware,by andwith thead-
viceandconsentoftherepresentativesofthefreemenof thesaid
Provincein GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthorityof the
same,That i~any personor personswhatsoeverwithin any
countytown or within any othertown or boroughin this pro-
vince already built and settledor hereafterto be built and
settled,not hitherto restrictednor providedfor by our laws,
shall set on fire their chimneysto cleansethemor shallsuffer
them or any of them to takefire andblaze out at thetop, or
shall fire any gun or other ftre-arm,or shall makeor causeto
be made,or sell orutter or offer to exposeto sale,any squibs,
rocketsor other fireworks, or shall cast, throw or fire any
squibs,rocketsor otherfireworkswithin anyof thesaidtowns
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or boroughswithout the governor’sspeciallicensefor thesame,
everysuchpersonor personssooffendingshallbesubjectto the
like penaltiesandforfeituresandto berecoveredin likemanner
asin andby an act passedin the eighthyear of the reign of
King Georgethe First, entitled “An act for preventingacci-
dentsthat mayhappenby fire,” aredirectedto be leviedand
recovered.

And forpreventingidleness,drunkennessandothermischiefs
thatmayandfrequentlydo happenby numbersof idle or vicious
personsmeeting together at or near public housesor dram
shopsunderpretenseof horseraces,shootingmatchesor other
idle sports,

[SectionII.J Be it furtherenactedby theauthorityaforesaid,
That if any public housekeeperor other retailer of strong
liquors within this provinceshall promoteor encourageany
suchhorseraces,shootingmatchesor otheridle sports,or shall
sell anywine, rum, beer, cider or other strongliquorswhatso-
everto anysuch~ersonssoassembledon pretenseof horseraces,
shootingmatchesor any other unlawful sportsor games,he,
sheor they shall forfeit andpaythe sumof forty shillings for
the first offense,and for the secondoffensethe sum of three
pounds,and be suppressedby the justices of the respective
countycourtsto whichhe,sheortheymaybelong.

[SectionIII.] And be it likewisefurtherenactedby theau-
thority aforesaid,That if any personor personswhatsoever
shall enter, start or run any horse,mareor gelding,or shall
promoteor be concernedin anyshootingmatchfor anyplate,
prize,sumof moneyor otherthing of valuewhatsoever,or shall
make,print, publish or proclaim any advertisementor~notice
of anyplate,prize,sumof moneyor otherthing of value,to be
run for by any horse,mareor gelding,or to be shotfor by any
personor personswhatsoever,without the governor’sspecial
licensefor the same,he, sheor theyshall forfeit andpay the
sumof threepoundsfor the first offense,andof five poundsfor
thesecondandevery otheroffense. And if suchoffenderbe a
servant,or negro or Indian slave, he, she or they shall be
whippedon the barebackwith fifteen lashesandconfinedsix

1PassedAugust26, 1721,Chapter245.
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daysat hardlabor in the countyworkhousefor theftrst offense,
andfor the secondandeveryotheroffenseshall be in like man-
nerwhippedtwenty-onelashesandconfinedtendays~

Andforasmuchasaperniciouscustomhathprevailedin many
placesof giving rum andother strong liquors to excite such
asbid at venduesto advancethe price, which, besidesthe in-
justiceof theartifice,leadsto greatintemperanceanddisorders,

[SectionIV.] Be it thereforeenactedby the authorityafore-
said, That if anypersonor personswhatsoevershall from and
after forty daysafter the publicationof this actgive or sell any
rum, wineor otherstrongliquorsatthetimeof anysuchvendue
to anypersonor personsattendingthe same,he, sheor theyso
selling or giving anyliquors shall forfeit andpayfor the first
offensethe sum of four poundsandfor the secondand every
otheroffensethe sumof five pounds.

[Section V.] And be it likewise enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That every of the fines and forfeitures accruingor
becomingduefor offensesagainstthis act shall be paid, one-
half to the overseeror overseersof the poorfor the useof the
poor of the township within which such offense may be com-
mitted, andthe other’half to theuseof him or themwho shall
inform or suefor the samebeforeanyjusticeof thepeaceof this
province,whois herebyempoweredandauthorizedto hearand
determinethe sameandto convict the offender or offenders,
eitheron his ownview or by thelegal testimonyof oneor more
witnesses: Savingto everysuchoffenderor offenderstheright
of appealin like mannerasis providedin andby anactpassed
in the nineteenthyearof thepresentreign,entitled “An actfor
themoreeasyandspeedyrecoveryof smalldebts,”1 which fines
andforfeitures shall be recoveredby distressandsale of the
offender’s goods, or for want of suchdistress,if the offender
refusesto pay, he, sheor theyshall be committedto prisonfor
every such fine, wherethe sameis twenty shillings, the space
of eight days,without bail or mainprise,andsoin proportion
for anyof thegreaterfines,

Provided,That every such conviction be madewithin one
monthafter suchoffenseor offensescommitted.

ipassedMarch1, 1745-46,Chapter365.



1750-51] TheStatutesat Large ofPennsylvania. 111
PassedFebruary9, 1750-51. Confirmedby the King In Council,

May 10, 1753. SeeAppendixXIX, Section I.
As to Section I, seenote to theAct of Assembly passedAugust

26, 1721, Chapter245.
As to SectionsII andV, seenotesto theAct of Assemblypassed

May 31, 1718, Chapter236; andtheActs of AssemblypassedMarch
30, 1779, Chapter 833; September25, 1786, Chapter1248; April 22,
1794, Chapter1758;March~2,1S17,P. L. 122; February17, 1820,P. L.
20; June11, 1891, P. L. 298; June6, 1893,P.L. 344.

CHAPTER 000LXXXIX.

AN ACT FORTHE BETTERREGULATINGTHE NIGHTLY WATCH WITHIN
THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, AND FOR ENLIGHTENING THE
STREETS,LANES AND ALLEYS OF THE SAID CITY, AND FORRAISING
OF MONEY ON THE INHABITANTS OF THE SAID CITY FORDEFRAY-
ING THE NECESSARYEXPENSESTHEREOF.

Whereasthe well-ordering and regulating the watch and
enlightening the streets,lanesand alleys in the night time
within the city of Philadelphiais of very greatimportancefor
the preservationof the personsandpropertiesof the inhabit-
antsandvery necessaryto preventfires, murders,burglaries,
robberiesandotheroutragesanddisorders:

And ivhereasby the laws now in beingno effectualprovision
is madefor the orderingor well-governingsuchnightly watch
andfor theenlighteningthe saidstreets,lanesandalleys, or for
levying or collectingsuchsum or sumsof moneyasmaybe nec-
essaryfor defrayingthe chargesthereof:

For effecting of which goodpurposesfor the future, andto
the endthat adueapp]icationandjust accountmaybe hadand
takenof the moneywhichshallhereafterbeleviedandcollected
by virtueof this actfor thepurposesaforesaid:

[SectionI.] Be it enactedby theHonorableJamesHamilton,
Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable Thomas
Penn andRichardPenn,Esquires,true andabsoluteProprie-
tariesof theProvinceof Pennsylvaniadndthe countiesof New-
castle,Kent andSussexuponDelaware,by andwith the advice
and consentof the representativesof the freemenof the said


