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PassedFebruary9, 1750-51. Confirmed by theKing in Council,
May 10, 1753. SeeAppendix XIX, Section I, andthe Act of Assem-
bly passedSeptember15, 1756, Chapter411.

OHAPTER 000XO.

AN ACT TO ENCOURAGE THE ESTABLISHING OF AN HOSPITAL FOR
THE RELIEF OF THE SICK POOR OF THIS PROVINCE AND FOR THE
RECEPTION AND CURE OF LUNATICS.

Whereasthesavingandrestoringusefulandlaboriousmem-
bersto acommunityis awork of publicservice,andtherelief of
the sickpooris not only anactof humanitybut areligiousduty:
Andwhereastherearefrequentlyin manypartsof thisprovince
poordistemperedpersons,who languishlonginpainandmisery
undervariousdisordersof body andmind, and,beingscattered
abroadin different andvery distanthabitations,cannothave
thebenefitof regularadvice,attendance,lodging,diet andmedi-
cinesbut atagreatexpense,andthereforeoften suffer for want
thereof;whichineonveniencymight be happilyremovedby col-
lectingthepatientsinto onecommonprovincial hospital,prop-
erly disposedandappointed,wherethey may be comfortably
subsistedandtheir healthtakencareof ata smallcharge,and
whereby the blessingof Godon the endeavorsof skillful physi-
clansandsurgeonstheir diseasesmay be curedandremoved:
And whereasit is representedto this assemblythat thereis a
charitabledispositioii in divers inhabitantsof this provinceto
contributelargely towardssogood awork if suchcontributors
might be incorporatedwith proper powersand privilegesfor
carrying on and completingthe same, and somepart of the
public moneygiven and appropriatedto the providing asuit-
ablebuilding for the purposesaforesaid:

Thereforefor the encouragementof so useful,piousandchar-
itable adesign,we praythat it maybe enacted,

[SectionI.] And be it enactedby theHonorableJamesHam-
ilton, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable
Thoma~Pennand RichardPenn,Esquires,true andabsolute
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Proprietariesof the Provinceof Pennsylvaniaandcountiesof
Newcastle,Kent andSussexupon Delaware,by andwith the
adviceandconsentof therepresentativesof the freemenof the
saidProvincein GeneralAssemblymet, andby the authority
of the same,Thatit shallandmaybe lawful to andfor all per-
sons, eachof whom shall have contributedor subscribedthe
sumof ten poundsor moretowardsfounding andestablishing

• anhospitalfor thereceptionandrelief of lunaticsandotherdie-
temperedandsickpoorwithin thisprovince,or asmanyof them
as shall think fit, to assembleandmeeton the first day of the
monthcalledJulynext; andfor all personswho shallthereafter
contributethe like sumof ten poundsor moretogetherwith the
saidfirst subscribers[or somanyof themasshallthink fit,] to
assembleandmeeton the secondday of the first week in the
month called May yearly foreverat someconvenientplace in
the city of Philadelphia,thenandthereto electby ballot twelve
fit andsuitablepersonsof their own numberto bemanagersof
the saidcontributionandhospitalandoneotherpersonto be
treasurerof the sameuntil the next election;andfurther, t~
make suchlaws, rules andordersas shallappearto themthe
saidcontributorsm [et] or the majorpart of themto be good,
usefulandnecessary,for thewell governing,orderingandregu-
lating the saidhospitalandfor theregulationof thefutureelec-
tions of managers,treasurerandother necessaryofficers and
ministersthereofandfor limiting andappointingtheir number,
trustandauthority,andgenerallyfor thewell orderingall other
things concerningthe government,estate,goods, lands,reve-
nues,as alsoall the businessand affairs of the saidhospital:
All which laws, rules and orders so to be madeas aforesaid
shallbefrom timeto time inviolably observedby all concerned,
accordingto thetenorandeffect of them,providedtheybe not
repugnantto the laws of Englandor this governmentandare
approvedby thechief justice,the speakerof the assemblyan~
the attorneygeneralof this provincefor the time being under
their handsand seals. And the saidcontributorsshallbe and
[are] herebymadeabodycorporatein lawto all intentsandpur-
poses,andshallhaveperpetualsuccession,andmay sueor be
sued,pleador be impleaded,by the nameof the “Contributors.
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to thePennsylvaniaHospital,” in all courtsof judicaturewithin
thisprovince,andby that nameshallandmayreceiveandtake
anyIaiicls, tenementsor hereditamentsnot exceedingtheyearly
valueof onethousandpoundsof thegift, alienation,bequestor
deviseof anypersonorpersonswhomsoeverandof anygoodsor
chattelswhatsoever;andthe saidcontributorsareherebyem-
poweredto haveanduseonecommonsealin their affairs and
thesameat their pleasureto changeandalter.

Providednevertheless,That no generalmeetingof the said
contributorsnor any personsacting underthem shall employ
anymoneyor otherestateexpresslygivenoraddedtothe capital
stockof thesaidhospitalin anyotherwaythanby applying its
annualinterestor rent towardsthe entertainmentandcareof
the sick anddistemperedpoorthat shallbe from timeto time
broughtandplacedthereinfor the cureof their diseases,from
anypartof thisprovince,withoutpartiality orpreference.

And for thefurther encouragementof this beneficientunder-
taking,

[SectionIL] Be it enactedby the authorityaforesaid,That
whenthe said contributors shall have met and chosentheir
managersandtreasurerasaforesaidandshallhaveraisedby
their contributionsacapitalstockof two thousandpoundsvalue
(the yearly interestor rent of which is to be appliedto theac-
~commodatingof the sickpoorin the saidhospitalfree of charge
for diet, attendance,adviceandmedicines),andshall makethe
sameappearto the satisfactionof the speakerof the assembly
for the timebeing, thatthenit shallandmaybe lawful for the
saidspeakerof the assembly,andhe is herebyrequired,to sign
anorder or orderson the provincial treasureror trusteesof the
loanofficefor the paymentof twothousandpoundsin two yearly
paymentsto the treasurerof the saidhospital,to beappliedto
the founding,buildingandfurnishingof the same.

[Section III.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That the accountsof the disbursementsof the said
two thousandpoundssoorderedby thespeakerof the assembly
aforesaidor anypart thereofthatshall behereafterexpended,
as the casemaybe, andof the rents,productsandinterestsof
anyreal or personalestatesor sumsof money charitablygiven
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to theuseof the saidhospital,togetherwith alist of suchdona-
tions, shallbe fairly drawn out andpublishedannuallyin the
Gazetteor othernewspapers;andthemanagersof the saidhos-
pital shall at all times when requiredsubmit the books, ac-
counts,affairs andeconomythereofto the inspectionandfree
examinationof suchvisitors as mayfrom time to time b~ap-
pointedby the assemblyof thisprovinceto visit andinspectthe
same.

[SectionIV.] Providedalways,and it is herebyfurther en-
actedby theauthorityaforesaid,That if at anytime hereafter
there should not be a constantsuccessionof contributors
to meetyearly andchoosemanagersasaforesaidthenthe said
hospitalandthe estateandaffairs thereofshall be in theman-
agementand under the direction of suchpersonsas shall be
from time to time appointedby actof generalassemblyof this
provincefor thatpurpose.

PassedMay 11, 1751. Confirmedby the King in Council, May 10,
1753. See Appendix XIX, Section I, and the Acts of Assembly
passedApril 21, 1759, Chapter 439; September26, 1761, Chapter
470; February28, 1787, Chapter1262; April 11, 1793, Chapter1693;
April 4, 1796, Chapter1908; April 4, 1805, P. L. 263; April 3, 1872,
P. L. 870.

CHAPTER CCCXCI.

AN ACT FOR REPEALING AN ACT, ENTITLED “A SUPPLEMENTTO THE
ACT, ENTITLED ‘AN ACT FOR IMPOSING A DUTY ON PERSONSCON-
VICTED OF HEINOUS CRIMESAND TO PREVENT POORAND IMPOTENT
PERSONSBEING IMPORTED INTO THIS PROVINCE.” 1

[SectionI.] Be it enactedby the HonorableJamesHamilton,
Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable Thomas
PennandRichard Penn,Esquires,true andabsoluteProprie-
tariesof the Provinceof Pennsylvaniaandthe countiesof New-

• castle,Kent andSussexuponDelaware,by andwith the advice
andconsentof the representativesof the freemenof the said
Provincein GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthorityof the

1 PassedSeptember2, 1738, Chapter347.


