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At aGeneralAssemblybegunandholdenatPhiladelphia,the
fourteenthdayof October,A. D. 1751,andcontinuedby adjourn-
mentsuntil the twenty-seconddayof August, 1752,the follow-
ing actswerepassed:

CHAPTER COOXOII.

AN ACT FOR ERECTING PART OF THE COUNTIES OF PHILADELPHIA,
CHESTERAND LANCASTER INTO A SEPARATECOUNTY.

Whereasagreatnumberof thebackinhabitantsof thecounty
of Philadelphiaandthe adjacentpartsof thecountiesof Chester
andLancasterby their petitionhavehumblyrepresentedto the
governorandassemblyof this provincetheir remotesituation
from their respectivecountytowns, (wherethe courtsof justice
andpublic officesarekept,)wherebythey arefrequentlyput to
extraordinaryexpenseof moneyand lossof time in their long
journeysthither aspartiesin causes,witnesses,jurymen, &c.

For remedyingwhichinconvenienciesandrelief of the inhab-
itantsin thoseremotepartsin thepremises:

fSectionI.] Be it enactedby theHonorableJamesHamilton,
Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable Thomas
PennandRichardPenn,Esquires,true andabsoluteProprie-
tariesof the Provinceof I’ennsylvaniaand of the countiesof
Newcastle,Kent andSussexupon Delaware,by andwith the
adviceandconsentof the representativesof the freemenof the
saidProvincein GeneralAssemblymet,andby theauthorityof
the same, Thatall andsingularthe landslying within thepro-
vinceof Pennsylvaniaaforesaid,within the metesandbounds
as is hereinafterdescribed,be erectedinto a county,andthe
sameare herebyerectedinto a county,namedandhenceforth
to be calledBerks;boundedas follows: by aline at thedistance
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~f ten superficialmiles southwestfrom the westernbank of
theriver Schuylkill, oppositeto themouthof acreekcalledMon-
ocasy,to berunnorthwestto the extremityof theprovinceand
southeastuntil it shallintersecttheline of Chestercounty,then
on onestraight line, crossingthe river Schuylkill aforesaid,to
theupper or northwestwardline of McCall’s manor,thenalong
the saidline to the extremitythereof,andcontinuingthe same
courseto the line dividing PhiladelphiaandBucks counties,
thenalongthe said line northwestto the&tent of the county
aforesaid.

[SectionII.] Andbeit further enactedby theauthorityafore-
said, Thatthe inhabitantsof the saidcountyshallat all times
hereafterhaveandenjoyall andsingularthe jurisdictions,pow-
ers,rights, libertiesandprivilegeswhatsoeverwhichthe inhab-
itants of anyother countywithin the saidprovincedo, may or
ought to enjoy by any charterof privilegesor the laws of this
provinceor by anyotherwaysor meanswhatsoever,excepting
only in thenumberof representativesto servein generalassem-
bly of thisprovince,in which caseit is

[SectionIll.] Provided,andfurtherenactedby theauthority
aforesaid,That until it shall beotherwiseorderedby the gov-
ernorandassemblyof thisprovincethe freemenandinhabitants
of thesaidcountyqualified by the laws of this provinceto elect
shall annually meet at the town of Reading, near the river
Schuylkill, in the saidcounty,atthe sametime the inhabitants
of the other countiesof this province shall meet for like pur-
poses,andthereproceedto chooseinspectorsandto elect one
representativeor delegateto serve them in assemblyin the
samemannerasby the charterandlaws of this provinceis di-
rectedin respectto other counties,which said representative
when so chosenshall be a memberof the generalassemblyof
the provinceof Pennsylvaniaand sit andact as suchas fully
andfreely asany of the representativesfor the other counties
within this provincedo, may,canor oughtto do.

[Section TV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatall taxesalreadylaid within the boundsof the
saidcountyof Berksby virtueof anyactof generalassemblyof
this provincewhich are not alreadypaid shallbe collectedby
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the respectivecollectorswithin the boundsaforesaidandpaid
into the handsof thetreasurersof thecountiesof Philadelphia,
LancasterandChester;andthat all personsconcernedin the
levying,receivingandpayingthe saidtaxesshallhavethe same
power andauthority and be under the samepenaltiesandre-
strictionsfor collectingandpayingthe sameasby the saidacts
by which the said taxeswere assessedare expressedanddi-
recteduntil the whole be collectedandpaidas aforesaid.

[Section V.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That the justicesof the supremecourt of this pro-
vinceshallhavelike powers,jurisdictionsandauthoritieswithin
the saidcountyof Berks asby lawtheyarevestedwith anden-
titled unto in theother countieswithin the provinceaforesaid
andareherebyauthorizedandempoweredfrom time to time to
deliverthe gaolsof the saidcountyof capitalor otheroffenders
in like manneras they are authorizedto do in otherthe coun-
ties aforesaid.

[Section VI.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That thereshallbe a competentnumberof justices
nominatedandauthorizedby the governorfor the time being
by commissionsunderthebroadsealof theprovince,whichsaid
justicesor anythreeof themshallandmay hold courtsof gen-
eralquarter-sessionsof the peaceandgaoldelivery andcounty
courtsfor holding of pleas,andshallhaveall andsingularthe
powers,rights, jurisdictions andauthoritiesto all intentsand
purposesas otherthe justicesof courtsof generalquarter-ses-
sionsandjusticesof thecountycourtsfor holdingof pleasin the
othercountiesaforesaidmay, canor ought to havein their re-
spectivecounties;whichsaidcourtsshallsit andbeheldfor the
saidcounty of Berks on the third day of the week, commonly
called Tuesday,next after the courtsheld for the county of
Lancaster,in everyof the monthscalled.May, August,Novein-
ber andFebruaryin everyyearatsomeproperplacewithin the
saidcountyuntil acourthouseshallbebuilt, andwhenthe same
is built anderectedin the county aforesaidthe said several
courtsshall thenbe holdenandkept atthe saidcourthouseon
the daysbeforementioned. And the electionof a representa-
tive to servein generalassembly,assessorsandall other officers
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of the saidcountywho areor shallbeappointedto beannually
electedshallbe madeandelectedator nearthe saidcourthouse
at the sametime andin the samemannerasby the charterof
privileges and laws of the provinceaforesaidis directedto be

• donein the other countieswithin this province. And it shall
andmay be lawful for the freemenof the said countyfor the
first year to choosethree commissionersfor raising county
ratesandleviesfor the saidcounty.

[Section VII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That it shallandmaybe lawful to andfor Anthony

- Lee, Francis Parvin, William Maugridge, William Bird and
JosephMillard or anythreeof themto purchaseandtakeassur-
anceto them andtheir heirsof a pieceof landsituatein some
convenientplacein the said t6wn of Reading,in trust andfor
the use of the inhabitantsof the said county,andthereonto
erectandbuild a courthouseandprison sufficient to accommo-
datethe public serviceof thesaidcountyandfor the easeand
conveniencyof the inhabitants.

[SectionVIII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatfor the defrayingthe chargesof purchasingthe
land,buildinganderectingthecourthouseandprisonaforesaid,
it shallandmaybelawful to andfor the commissionersandas-
sessorsof the saidcounty or a majority of themto assessand
levy, andtheyareherebyrequiredto assessandlevy, so much
moneyasthe saidtrusteesor anythreeof themshall judgenec-
essaryfor purchasingthelandandfinishing thesaidcourthouse
andprison. Providedalways,the said sumof moneyso to be
raised does not exceedthreehundredpoundscurrent money
of thisprovince.

[SectionIX.] Providedalso,andbe it furtherenactedby the
authority aforesaid,That no action or suit now commencedor
dependingin the countiesof Philadelphia,ChesterandLan-
casteragainstanypersonliving within the boundsof the said
countyof Berksor elsewhereshallbe stayedor discontinuedby
this act or by anythinghereincontained,but that the sameac-
tions alreadycommencedor dependingmay beprosecutedand
judgmentthereuponrenderedasif this act hadnot beenmade.
And that it shallandmaybelawful for the justicesof thecoun-
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tiesof Philadelphia,ChesterandLancasterto issueanyjudicial
process,to bedirectedto the sheriffsof their respectivecounties,
for carrying on andobtaining the effect of their suits,which
sheriffsshall be andare herebyobligedto yield obediencein
executingthe saidwrits andmakeduereturnsthereofbefore
thejusticesof therespectivecourtsof the saidcountiesof Phila-
delphia,ChesterandLancasteras if thepartieswereliving and
residingwithin thesame.

[SectionX.] And beit furtherenactedby theauthorityafore-
said, That John Hughs of the said county of Berks, be and
li~erebyis appointedcollector of the exciseof the saidcounty,
who is herebyauthorizedandempoweredby himself or his suf-
ficient deputyduly constitutedandfor whom he shall be ac-
countable,to demand,collect, receiveandrecoverthe excise
appointedto be paidby anyact or actsof assemblyof this pro-
vinceandalsothe arrearagesthereofof andfrom all andevery
personandpersonswithin the saidcounty retailing or vending
anyof the liquors by the saidactsliable to paythe same,and
alsoto recoverandreceiveall andeverytheduties,fines andfor-
feitureslaid or imposedor that shallhappento ariseor become
duefor anythingdonecontraryto the true intent andmeaning
of the saidacts.

[SectionXI.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,r1~hatthe said collector of excise for the county of
Berksaforesaid,the betterto enablehimself to recoverthe ar-
rearagesof excisenowdueor whichshallbecomeduebeforethe
publication of this act,shallapply to the collectorsof excisefor
the countiesof Philadelphia,ChesterandLancasterfor lists,
which theyareherebyenjoinedandrequiredto deliver,contain-
ing the namesof each andevery personin arrear for excise
Witl~inthe saidcounty of Berks andhow much from each of
them.

[SectionXII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatthe collectorof thecountyof Berksaforesaidbe-
fore be enterson the executionof his saidoffice is herebyre-
quired to give bond with two sufficient suretiesto the treas-
urer of this province for the time being in the sum of two
hundredpoundslawful money of the province aforesaidfor
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the faithful dischargeof his duty andpaying all such sums
of money as he shall from time to time receiveby virtue of
this act. And further, the collector of the said county of
Berks shall in all things govern himself and be subject
to the same regulations,restrictions, fines and forfeitures
and shall observe like rules, orders and directions as the
collectorsof other the countiesaforesaidby the laws of this
provinceareliable to. And the saidcollectorfor the discharge
of the duty of his office within the said county of Berks shall
haveandreceivelike fees,perquisitesandrewardsfor his ser-
vicesenjoinedby thisactasotherthecollectorsaforesaid(Phila-
deiphiaexcepted)by theactsaforesaidareentitled untofor the
servicesenjoinedthemby the actsaforesaid.

[SectionXIII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatuntil asheriffandcoronershallbe chosenin the
countyof Berksinpursuanceof this act,it shallandmaybe law-
ful for thesheriffandcoronerof Philadelphiacountyto officiate
andact in the dischargeof their respectiveduties asfully and
amply asthey may or can do in their county of Philadelphia,
oneof whomorhisdeputyshallattendanddischargethedutyof
his office accordingto the laws of this province at the next
election at Philadelphia,and the other of themor his deputy
shallattendanddischargetheduty of his office in like manner
at thefirst electionnextto be heldin the countyof Berksafore-
said,in pursuanceof the directionsof this act.

And to the endthe boundariesof the said county of Berks
maybe thebetterascertainedandknown,

[SectionXIV.] Be it furtherenactedby theauthorityafore-
said, That it shallandmaybe lawful to andfor EdwardScull,
of thecountyof Philadelphia,BenjaminLightfoot, of thecounty
of Chester,andThomasCookson,of Lancastercounty,or to and
for amajority of them,andtheyareherebyrequiredandfirmly
enjoined,within thespaceof sixmonthsnextafter thepublica-
tion of this actto assemblethemselvestogetherandrun, mark
out anddistinguishthe boundaryline betweenthe saidcounties
of Philadelphia,ChesterandLancasterandthe hereinbefore-
mentionedcounty of Berks, or so much thereof as they or a
majority of themfor the respectivecountiesshalljudgeconven-
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ientandnecessary,andthe chargeto arisefor the doingthereof
shallbe defrayedby the countyof Berks,andto that endlevied
andraisedby theinhabitantsof the saidcountyin suchmanner
asotherpublicmoneyfor theuseof thesaidcountyby lawought
to beraisedandlevied.

PassedMarch 11, 1752. Confirmed by the King in Council, May
10, 1753. SeeAppendix XIX, Section I.

Asto SectionI, seetheActs of AssemblypassedFebruary18, 1769,
Chapter593; March 9, 1771, Chapter629; March21, 1772, Chapter644;
September10, 1784, Chapter1108;March 4, 1785, Chapter1136; April
17, 1795, Chapter1848; March1, 1811, P. Li. 61; February16, 1813, P.
Li. 67; March 29, 1849, P. Li. 260; April 15, 1850, P. Li. 463; April 25,
1854, P. Li. 488; March 22, 1855, P. Li. 111; April 5, 1855, P. L. 177;
April 2, 1860, P. L. 602; March 16, 1865, P. L. 396.

As to SectionsII and III, seethe Acts of AssemblypassedMarch
11, 1752, Chapter 396; September27, 1755, Chapter404; September
29, 1759, Chapter451; March4, 1763, Chapter489; February8, 1766,
Chapter539; February26, 1773; Chapter683; March 23, 1776, Chap-
ter 717; (the Constitution of 1776, Plan of Government,Section
XVII;) June14, 1777, Chapter757; September24, 1779, Chapter847;
September13, 1785, Chapter 1175; September27, 1786, Chapter1253;
September21, 1789, Chapter1437; (the Constitutionof 1790, Article I,
Section IV;) September30, 1791, Chapter 1590; March 19, 1794,
Chapter 1721; April 22, 1794, Chapter 1770; April 1, 1797, Chapter
1948; February27, 1798, Chapter1964; April 4, 1798, Chapter 2005;
AprIl 8, 1199, Chapter2061; February27, 1801, Chapter 2212; Feb-
ruary 5, 1802, P. L. 54; March16, 1803, P. L. 377; March 31, 1806, P.
Li. 654; April 13, 1807, P. Li. 284; March 21, 1808, P. Li. 86; April 4,
1809, P. L. 177; April 1, 1811, P. L. 191; March 30, 1812, P. L. 188;
March 28, 1814, P. L. 277; March 8, 1815, P. L. 93; March 13, 1815,
P. Li. 168; March 19, 1816, P. L. 208; March24, 1817, P. L. 281; March
24, 1818, P. Li. 279; March 29, 1819, P. L. 201; April 2, 1821, P. Li. 303;
March25, 1822, P. Li. 74; April 2, 1822, P. Li. 197; March31, 1823, P. Li.
238; March 30, 1824, P. Li. 227; April 11, 1825, P. Li. 203; April 10,
1826, P. L. 398; April 16, 1827, P. Li. 474; April 14, 1828, P. Li. 386;
April 20, 1829, P. Li. 212; April 23, 1829, P. Li. 329; April 4, 1831, P. Li.
480; Apr11 15, 1834, P. Li. 475; April 1, 1836, P. Li. 436; June16, 1836,
P. L. 794; (the Constitution of 1838, Article I, SectionIV;) April 16,
1838, P. L. 593; (the two actsof) July 2, 1839, P. L. 519, 590; March
7, 1840, P. L. 72; April 14, 1840, P. Li. 236; March 4, 1842, P. Li. 43;
March 17, 1842, P. Li. 105; July 11, 1842, P. Li. 321; August 2, 1842,
P. L. 458; March7, 1843,P. Li. 48; April 14, 1843, P. Li. 247; January22,
1844, P. Li. 14; March9, 1844, P. Li. 75; April 11, 1844, P. Li. 241; March

• 14, 1845, P. Li. 149; April 16, 1845, P. Li. 521; March7, 1846, P. Li. 86;
• February24, 1847, p. Li. 150; March16, 1847, P. Li. 421; April 7, 1848,

P. Li. 365; Apr1111, 1848, P. Li. 476; April 5, 1849, P. Li. 555; February
28, 1850, P. Li. 113; March8, 1850, P. Li. 142; April 8, 1850, P. Li. 413;
April 15, 1850, P. Li. 463; May 6, 1850, P. L. 701; May 15, 1850; P. Li.
777; February10, 1851, P. Li. 40; March11, 1851, P. Li. 148; April 12,
1851, P. Li. 448; March11, 1852, P. Li. 127; May 1, 1852, P. Li. (1854)864;
February26, 1853, P. Li. 120; AprIl 5, 1853, P. Li. 291; March 31, 1854,
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P. Li. 246; April 20, 1854, P. Li. 419; January31, 1855,P. Li. 5; May 20,
1857,P. Li. 619; May5, 1864, P. Li. 25~April 17, 1866, P. Li. 107; April
15, 1867,P. Li. 86; May 6, 1871, P. L. 252; (the Constitutionof 1873,
Article II, SectionXVII;) May 18, 1876,P. Li. 178; June13, 1883, P. Li.
124; May 12, 1887, P. Li. 98; June11, 1891, P. Li. 296; April 18, 1893,
P. Li. 107; May 18, 1893,P. Li. 106; June26, 1895,P. Li. 377.

As to SectionV, seenote to theAct of AssemblypassedMay 22,
1722, Chapter255.

As to SectionVI, seenotesto theActs of AssemblypassedMay 22,
1722, Chapter255; March 20, 1724-25, Chapter284; andtheActs of
AssemblypassedSeptember29, 1759,Chapter450; September7, 1789,
Chapter1427; (theConstitutionof 1790, Article V, SectionsIV-V and
VII;) April 13,1791,Chapter1575; April 2, 1802,P. Li. 140; February24,
1806,P. Li. 334; February4, 1813,P. Li. 59; March15, 1826, P. Li. 115;
March29, 1832,P. Li. 190; April 14, 1834, P. Li. 333; (theConstitution
of 1838, Article V, SectionsIV-V andVII;) March 17, 1842, P. Li.
99; April 5, 1849,P. Li. 367; March14, 1850, P. Li. 208; April 22, 1850,
P. Li. 543; April 21, 1854, P. Li. 448; April 9, 1856,P. Li. 272; Apr11
13, 1858, p. Li. 254; March 17, 1864,P. Li. 24; February6, 1868, p. Li.
124; (The Constitutionof 1873,Article V, SectionsI-Ill-V andVII;)
April 9, 1874,p. Li. 54; March 18, 1875,P. Li. 28; April 24, 1879, P. Li.
32; June10, 1881, P. Li. 113; June13, 1883, p. Li. 97; August 7, 1883,
P. Li. (1885) 323; June12, 1895,P. Li. 190.

Asto SectionsVil-VIlI, seetheActs of AssemblypassedFebruary
28, 1780,Chapter878; April 15, 1834,P. Li. 537; April 8, 1848,P. Li. 399;
June1, 1883,P. Li. 58; Apr11 19, 1895, P. Li. 38.

As to SectionsX-XII, seenotesto the Acts of Assemblypassed
May 26, 1744, Chapter36&, June24, 1746, Chapter870, andthe Act
of AssemblypassedSeptember21, 1756, Chapter412.

CHAPTER CCCXCIII.

AN ACT FOR ERECTING THE NORTHWEST PART OF BUCKS INTO A
SEPARATECOUNTY.

Whereasagreatnumberof the inhabitantsof the upperparts
of the county of Bucks by thei.r petition havehumbly repre-
sentedto thegovernorandassemblyof this provincethe great
hardshipsthey lay underby being so remotefrom the present
seat of judicature andthe public offices, that the necessary
meansto be usedfor obtainingjusticeis attendedwith somuch
difficulty andexpensethat manyforegotheir right ratherthan
attempt the recovery of it under such circumstances,while


