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OHAPTEIt COCOXYIL

AN ACT FOR REGULATING THE OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS COMMIS-
SIONATED AND RAISED BY THE GOVERNOR FOR THE DEFENSE OF
THIS PROVINCE, AND FOR REPEALING THE ACT OF GENERAL AS-
SEMBLY PASSEDIN THE PRESENTREIGN FORTHE SAME PURPOSES.

Whereasin pursuanceof the powersgrantedby the royal
charterto our late honoredproprietary,William Penn, Es-
quire, and his successorsand to his or their deputyor depu-
ties, thegovernorhaththoughtfit to commissionateanumberof
oflicersandraisea considerablebody 9f forcesunderthemfor
putting astopto the cruelandbarbarousravagesandmurders
committedby the Indiansupon the peaceableinhabitantsof
thefrontierpartsandcountieswithin thisprovince.

And forasmuchasnumbersof armedmenassembledtogether
without any clear andexpresslaw for their governmentmay
becomedangerousto theKing’s peace,ruinousto eachotherand
of little serviceto the public:

[SectionI.] Thereforebeit enactedby theHonorableWilliam
Denny, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable
ThomasPenn andRichard Penn,Esquires,true andabsolute
Proprietarjesof [the Provinceof] Pennsylvaniaandcounties
of Newcastle,Kent and Sussexupon Delaware,by andwith
the adviceandconsentof the representativesof the freemenof
thesaidProvincein GeneralAssemblymet,andbytheauthority
of the same,That all officers so asaforesaidcommissionedand
in payor that shallhereafterbe commissionedandin pay,and
suchsoldiersashavebeenregularlyenlistedor shallvoluntarily
engageor be enlistedat anytime after the publication of this
actandbepaidandmaintainedby the Crownat the chargeof
thisprovince,shallbefor their bettergovernmentsubjectto the
SameJaws,rules,dutiesandtrials,andbeliable tothesamepun-
ishments,duringthe continuanceof this act astheywould be
by virtue of an act of Parliamentpassedin the twenty-ninth
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yearof the presentreign,entitled “An actfor punishingmutiny
anddesertion,&c.,~’if joined by any of His Majesty’s British
forces.

And forasmuchasthereis at presentno commissionor war-
rant from the Crown to the governorof this provincefor the
holdinggeneralcourts-martialwithin the same:

[SectionII.] Be it further enactedby the authority afore-
said, Thatthe governoror commander-in-chiefof this province
for the time being may from time to time grant commissions
underthe great sealto any officers not underthe degreeof a
field officer for the holding generalcourts-martialwithin this
province,which shall consistof the samenumberof officersof
the like rank andshall havethe samepowersandauthorities
andshallproceedin thesamemannerasin thesaidactof Par-
liament is directedandprescribed,in which courts-martialall
the offensesspecifiedin the said actof ParliamentandHis Ma-
jesty’s articles of war, committedby such officers or soldiers,
shallbetried andproceededagainstin suchmannerasby [the]
saidactandarticlesis directed.

Provided,Thatall andeveryofficer orofficerspresidingatany
trial or trials whereuponsentenceof deathshall be adjudged
andgivenagainstanyofficer or soldierby virtue andin pursu-
anceof the saidact of Parliament,shall transmit as soonas
maybe to the governoror commander-in-chieffor thetimebeing
a fair transcriptof their proceedingsandsentencesundertheir
handsandseals,andthatthe executionof sucl4sentencesshall
be suspendeduntil the pleasureof the governoror commander-
in-chief beknown andhis warrant underthe greatsealbe re-
ceivedfor the same.

Providednevertheless,That nothing herein-containedshall
extendor be construedto exemptanyofficer or soldierwhatso-
everfrom beingproceededagainstby theordinary courseof the
law, or be anywiseconstruedto extendto or concernanyof the
militia forcesof this provinc~,or to authorizethe enlisting of
indentedservantsorapprentices,or to bringoveranypartof the
saidact of Parliamentnot relating to the governmentof sol-
diers,the mannerof enlistingthem,the offensespunishableby
sentenceof court-martial,the modeof trial andthepunishments
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to be inflicted, anythingherein-containedto the contrarynot-
withstanding.

And in orderto preventall doubtsthat mayarisein relation
to punishing of crimes and offensescommitted against two
former actsof assemblyof this province,eachof thementitled
“An act for regulatingthe officersandsoldierscommissionated
andraisedby the governorfor the defenseof this province.”’

[SectionIlL] Be it declaredandenactedby the authority
aforesaid,That all crimes andoffenseswhich havebeencom-
mitted ag~tinstthe said former actsshall andmay during the
continuanceof the presentactbe inquired of, heard,tried, de-
termined,adjudgedandpunishedbeforeandby the like courts,
persons,powers,authorities,ways, meansandmethodsasthe
like crimesandoffensescommittedagainstthispresentactmay
be inquiredof, heard,tried,determined,adjudgedandpunished.

[SectionIV.] And be it enactedby the authority aforesaid,
That the act of assemblyof this province,entitled “An act for
regulatingthe officers andsoldierscommissionatedandraised
by the governorfor the defenseof this province,”2 passedin the
presentyearof His Majesty’sreign,andeveryarticle, clauseand
thing therein-contained,is herebyrepealedanddeclaredto be
null, void andof no effect.

This act to continueandbein forceuntil the twenty-fifth day
of March, onethousandsevenhundredandfifty-eight andno
longer.

PassedJanuary18, 1757, Referred for consideration by the King
in Council, January27, 1758, andallowed to becomea law by lapse
of time in accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAppendix
XXI, Section IV, andnote to the Act of AssemblypassedApril 15,
1756, Chapter409; andthe Act of AssemblypassedApril 8, 1758,
Chapter430.

‘PassedApril 15, 1756,Chapter409.
2 PassedNovember4, 1756, Chapter414.


