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duringtheterm of threeyearsfrom thepublicationthereofand
from thenceto the endof the nextsitting of assemblyandno
longer.

PassedFebruary 21, 1767. Referred for considerationby the
King in Council,December17, 1767,andallowed to becomealaw by
lapseof time in accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAp-
pendix XXVI, SectionII. Expired.

CHAPTER DLII.

AN ACT FOR AMENDING THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR THE
BETTEREMPLOYMENT, RELIEFAND SUPPORTOFTHE POORWITHIN
THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, THE DISTRICT OF SOUTHWARK, THE
TOWNSHIPS OF MOYAMENSING AND PASSYUNK AND THE NORTH-
ERN LIBERTIES.” 1

Whereasit hasbeenrepresentedto the assemblyby theman-
agersof the contributionsfor the relief andemploymentof the
poorin the city of Philadelphiathat in pursuanceof thepowers
andauthoritiesvestedin themby the act, entitled “An act for
the better employment,relief andsupportof the poor,&c.,~’1
theyhadprocuredseverallots of ground,part thereofby pur-
chaseandthe restby thedonationof thehonorabletheproprie-
taries, andthereonhavein part erectedsuchbuildings as are
immediately necessary•to accommodatethe severalkinds of
poor intendedto be relievedandprovidedfor by the saidact,
that in the purchaseandbuildingsaforesaidthe sum of three
thousandpoundsandupwardsraisedby contribution,the sum
of two thousandpoundsborrowedby mortgageon the alms-
houselot agreeab]eto the directions of the said act, with a
further sum of seven hundredand fifty poundslent by the
mayorandcommona.ltyof the city of Philadelphiahavebeenall
expended,andthe saidmanagersarenow involved in aheavy
debtoverandabovethe saidsumof moneysoexpendedon the
building and purchaseaforesaid,without the means of dis-
chargingthe sameor of completingandfinishing thesaidbuild-ET
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1 PassedFebruary8, 1766, Chapter534.
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ings unlesstheyare investedwith powerto sell anddisposeof
the said almshouselot of groundwith the buildings thereon
erected,andthat to enablethemfully to comply with thegood
intent and designof the said recitedact it will be necessary
to investthemby law with powerto borrowthefurthersum of
six thousandpoundson thecreditof thesaidlast-mentionedlot
of groundandbuildings,andon suchothersecurityasshallbe
directedby thelegislature:

[SectionI.] Be it thereforeenactedby theHonorableJohn
Penn, Esquire, Lieutenant~Governorunder the Honorable
ThomasPennand RichardPenn,Esquires,true and absolute
Proprietariesof theProvinceof Pennsylvaniaandcountiesof
~ewcastle,Kent and Sussexupon Delaware,by andwith the
adviceandconsentof therepresentativesof thefreemenof the
saidProvincein GeneralAssemblymet,andby theauthorityof
thesame,Thatit shalland may be lawful to and for the said
managersto borrowfrom anypersonandpersons,bodiespolitic
or corporate,w1~.oshall bewilling to lendanysum or sumsof
money,not exceedingin the whole six thousandpounds,to be
appliedtowardsthepaymentof the debtsalreadycontracted,
due andowing orhereafterto be contractedby thesaidman-
agersfor theusesandpurposesaforesaid,andthateverylender
shall immediately receivea certificatein writing, underthe
sealof thesaidcorporationof contributors,to besignedby the
said managers,or a majority of them, for thepaymentof the
sumlent,with theinterestagreedon, notexceedingsix percent.
per annum,which certificateshallbe registeredin a book to be
keptfor thatpurpose,andtheinterestmoneythereonaccruing
shallbe paidby thesaidcorporationeveryyear.

[SectionII.] Andbeit furtherenactedbytheauthorityafore-
said, That all and every lenderor lenders,his, her or their
exect~tors,administratorsorsuccessors,mayassignandtransfer
his, her or their certificatewith all his, her or their right or
interesttherein[byanindorsementthereon]to anyotherperson
or persons,andsuchassigneemayin like mannerassignagain,
andso totiesquoties,andafterwardsit shallnotbe in thepower
of thepersonsoassigningto makevoid, releaseordischargethe
saidcertificate.
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And in orderto secureto the saidlenderstherespectivesums
of moneyso lent, with theinterestthereof:

[SectionIII.] Be it further enactedby the authorityafore-
said, That it shall andmay be lawful for the mayorandcorn-
monaltyof thecity of Philadelphia,by andwith the adviceand
consentof the assessorsof the saidcity for the time being, to
be signified by their or amajority of their namessubscribedas
witnessesto the deed,andtheyareherebyenjoinedandrequired
to grant andconveythe saidalmshouselot, with the buildings
thereonerected,to the said corporationof contributors,&c.,
in fee,andthatit shallandmaybelawful for the saidmanagers
of the saidlast-mentionedcorporationandtheir successors,or
a majority of them, to grant, bargain,sell or disposeof or to
let on ground-rentasto them shall seemmost advantageous,
the saidlot with the buildings thereonerected,or any part or
parts thereof,to be divided into suchandso manylots asthey
shall think convenient,to any personor personswho shall be’
willing to purchasethe sameandto his, her andtheir heirs and
assignsforeverfor thegreatestpriceor sumor sumsof money
that can be procured for the same, and afterwardsin like
mannerto sell and dispose of such ground-rents,and upon
receiptof the saidmoneyto pay anddischargeall suchsums
as havebeenlent on the credit of the said lot andbuildings
last mentionedandall suchsumsasshall be borrowedon cer-
tificateby virtue of this actwith the saidsumof sevenhundred
andfifty poundsborrowedof themayor andcommonaltyof the
city of Philadelphia,andto appropriateandapplytheremainder
if any towardsfinishing andcompletingthe saidhouseof em-
ploymentandpayingfor the groundthereuntobelonging;and
in casethe said sumsof moneyso arisingfrom the saidsale,
with the contributions aforesaid, shall not be sufficient to
answerall the purposesaforesaid,that suchdeficiencyshallbe
paid andsatisfiedby a just andproportionablerate or tax to
be laid, assessedandlevied on all estates,real andpersonal,
within thecity of Philadelphia,district of Southwark,thetown-
ships of MoyamensingandPassyunkandthe Northern Liber-
ties, by the samepersonsandunderthe samepenalties,to be
recoveredin the samemannerandin thesameproportionin the
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said city, district and townshipsrespectivelyas the sumsto
be raisedfor therelief of thepoor areor shall be at thetime
laid, assessedandlevied,,andwhensolevied to bepaidto the
treasurerof the saidcontributors,to be by thesaid managers
appliedto thedischargeof thesaidloans,andthat themayor,
recorderand anytwo aldermenof the saidcity and threejus-
ticesof the countyof Philadelphia,upon suchinsufficiency ap-
pearingto themfrom theaccountsof thesaidmanagers,~which
shallbe laid beforethemfor that purpose,shall forthwith cer-
tify thesameto theoverseersof thepoorof thesaidcity, district
and townshipsrespectivelyin writing under their handsin
orderthatthesaiddeficiencymaybelaid, assessedandlevied in
manneraforesaid.

Saving alwaysto all and every personor persons,bo~lies
politic and corporate,their heirs, successors,executors;admin-
istratorsand assigns(other thanthesaid.mayorandcommon-
alty of thecity of Philadelphiaandthecontributorsto thesaid
houseof employment)all suchestates,rights,claimsordemands
asthey, orany of them, wereor would havebeenentitledunto
in casethisact hadneverbeer~.made.

And whereasgreatnumbersof rogues,vagabondsandother
idle and dissolutepersonsfrequentlycome into the said city,
district andtownshipsand theretakeup their abodewithout
following any labor, tradeor businessor having any visible
meansof subsistence,and arenot only dangerousmembersof
societybut in theendbecomeburdensometo thepublic:

[SectionIV.] Be it thereforeenactedby theauthorityafore-
said, That it shall and may be lawful for any justice of the
peaceof thecity or countyaforesaidto apprehendandupondue
examinationandproof committo the saidhouseof employment
all rogues,vagabondsandotheridle, dissoluteand disorderly
personsfoundloitering or residingin the said city, district or
townshipafor~satdwho follow no labor, trade,occupationor
businessandhaveno visible meansof subsistencewherebyto
acquireanhonestlivelihood, thereto bekeptat hardlaborfor
any term not exceedingone month,andthe said managersare
requiredto receivesuchpersonsand employ them according
to thetenorof suchcommitment.
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[SectionV.] Andbeit furtherenactedby theauthorityafore-
said, That so much of the said recited act of assemblyas is
herebyalteredandsuppliedshall be andis herebydeclaredto
berepealed,null andvoid, andthat theresiduethereofshallbe
andis herebydeclaredto bein full forceandvirtueto all intents
andpurposesas if thisacthadnot beenmade.

PassedFebruary 21, 1767. Referred for considerationby the
King in Council, December17, 1767,andallowedto becomealaw by
lapseof time in accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAp-
pendixXXVI, Section’II, andthenoteto theActof Assemblypassed
February8, 1766, Chapter534; andtheAct of AssemblypassedFeb-
ruary21, i767, Chapter555.

CHAPTER DLIII.

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE FISHERY IN THE RIVER SCHUYLKILL.

Whereasit hath becomea commonpracticefor the inhabit-
antsof this provinceliving on ornearthelower partsof theriver
Schuylkill to fish with divers seinesor netsin the samepool
or placein the saidriver, wherebythe shadandother fish are
in agreatmeasurepreventedfrom running tip the sameto the
placeswherethey usuallyspawnandbreed,th the greatdimi-
nutionandscarcityof fish in thesaidriver andthepersonsliving
on or nearthe upperpartsthereofaretherebyalsodeprivedof
a reasonableproportionof ‘the saidfish:

For remedywhereof:
[SectionI.] Be it enactedby the HonorableJohnPenn,I~

quire,Lieutenant-Governorunderthe HonorableThomasPenn
andRichardPenn,Esquires,true andabsoluteProprietariesof
the Provinceof Pennsylvaniaandcountieso’f Newcastle,Kent
andSussexuponDelaware,by andwith the adviceandconsent
of the representativesof the freemenof the saidProvince in
GeneralAssemblymet,andby theauthorityof the same,That
from andafter thepublicationof this actno morethanoneseine
or net shall be cast,drawn or madeuse of by anypersonor
personswhatsoeverin anyonepool or fishing place in thesaid


