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CHAPTER DLXXXII.

AN ACT FORTHE SALE OFA CHURCHIN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA,
TO PAY THE DEBTS NOW DUE FOR BUILDING THE SAME AND DIS-
TRIBTJTING THE RESIDUE OF THE PURCHASE MONEYS ARISING
FROM SUCH SALE AMONG THE SEVERAL PERSONSWHO HAVE
BEEN OBLIGED TO ADVANCE MONEYS ON ACCOUNT OF THE SAID
CHURCH.

Whereasin theyearof ourLord onethousandsevenhun-
dredandsixty-threediverspersonsof theCalvinist orReformed
churchassociatedtogetherandagreedto erecta houseof wor-
ship, situateon theeastside of Fourthstreetto thenorthward
of Sassafrasstreet,in the city of Philadelphia,for which pur-
poseit wasconcludedthat afew of their numbershould take
up moneysat interestand becomebound for the same,which
moneyswereto bepaid anddischargedby themembersof the
proposedcongregationof thesaid houseof worshipin general:

And whereassundry persons,the intendedmembersof the
congregationof thechurchso proposedto be built, relyingupon
thepromiseof the said intendedcongregationfor repayment,
have borrowedand becamebound for large sums of money
whichwereexpendedbytheconsentofthesaidintendedcongre-
gationin building thesaidchurch;andalthougha considerable
partofthe saidmoneyshavebeenpaid,yeta largebalancestill
remainsunsatisfied,and the congregationof the said church
havingdesertedthe same(a few exceptedwho areunableto
assistin thepaymentof thesaidbalance)andmostof theoblig-
ors in thebondsgivenfor themoneysaforesaidbeingpoorand
insolvent,asmallnumberofthesaidobligorsarenowcompelled
to paythesaidbalancealthoughunassistedby thesaidcongre-
gation:

And whereasall personsconcernedarewilling anddesirous
that the said church should be sold for the paymentof the
moneysaforesaid,butthelegalestatein thelot of groundwhere-
uponthesameis erected,havingbeenvestedin certaintrustees,
somewhereof are insolvent, othersgoneout of the province
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and not to be found, and others dead,it is impracticableto
obtainasalefor thepurposesaforesaidwithout theaid of [the]
legislature:

[SectionI.] Be it thereforeenactedby the HonorableJohn
Penn, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable
ThomasPennand RichardPenn, Esquires,true andabsolute
Proprietariesof theProvinceof Pennsylvaniaand countiesof
Newcastle,KentandSussexuponDelaware,by andwith thead.
vice andconsentoftherepresentativesof thefreemenof thesaid
Provincein GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthorityof the
same,Thatthelegalestateof andin thesaidchurchandthelot
whereuponthe sameis erectedso as aforesaidvested in the
saidtrusteesshallhenceforthcease,determineandbecomevoid,
and that the said legal estateand title of, in and to the said
churchandlot shall be and is herebyvestedin AndrewBank-
son,MooreFurman,FrancisHopkinson,PeterKnight andJohn
Ord, gentlemen,theirheirsandassignsforever, in trustnever-
t]~elessandto andfor the uses,intentsandpurposeshereafter
mentionedandexpressed,viz.: That the saidAndrew Bank-
son,MooreFurman,FrancisHopkinson,PeterKnight andJohn
Ord,or the survivorsor survivorofthem,shallandmaycontract
and agreewith any personor persons,bodies politic or cor-
porate,whatsoever,for the saleof the said church and lot of
groundon suchtermsandfor suchusesastheythe saidtrus-
teesshall think proper, always preferringthose who would
purchasethesaidchurchandlot for religiousworship,provided
theyoffer andagreeto purchasethesameon equaltermswith
others;and shall andmay grant andconveyin fee simjle or
otherwisethe said churchand lot to such personor persons,
bodiespolitic or corporate,with whom they shall so contract
andagreeasaforesaid;andshall andmayin their own names
bring orcauseto be broughtanyactionor actions,suitorsuits,
in any court of common pleas in this provinceand recover
judgmentagainstanypersonor persons,bodiespolitic or cor-
porate,whatsoever,for anydebtor sum of moneywhich shall
ormay bedue andowing from, or for the recoveryof damages
on any contractor agreemententeredinto by suchpersonor
persons,bodiespolitic or corporate,who shall so contractor
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agreefor thepurchaseof thesaid churchand lot, andif it be
needful,for therecoveryof possessionof the said churchand
lot againstanypersonor personswho shall unlawfully with-
hold thesame.

[Section II.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid, That after such sale and disposition of the said
church and lot shall be madeand the moneysarising there-
from shall be had andreceivedby the said trusteesandtheir
reasonablecostsand expensespaid and discharged,theyshall
pay and applythe residueor remainderthereofasfar asthe
samewill go towardsdischargingand satisfyingthe ground
rentduefor thesaid lot andtowardspayingand reimbursing
all suchpersonandpersonswho havealreadypaidor who, by
anybondor contract,standboundorengagedto payanysum
or sumsof moneyfor or on accountof thesaidbuilding in such
sort andmannerthat eachandeveryof thesaidpersonsshall
have and receivean equalbenefit in the distribution of the
saidmoneysin proportionto thesumorsumswhich theyhave
sopaid or standboundor engagedto pay (theirseveralvolun-
tary subscriptionsfor the saidchurch excepted);and if after
suchpaymentsand distributiona balanceshall remainin the
handsof thesaidtrusteesandthesaidchurchandlot shallbe
purchasedfor religiousworship,thenandin suchcasethesaid
balanceshall be applied towardsfinishing the said church;
but if the said churchand lot shall not be purchasedfor reli-
gious purposes,thesaidbalanceif any therebe,shallbe paidto
the contributorsto the Pennsylvania,Hospital for the useof
thesaidhospital.

[Section III.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatall personswho shallneglectorrefuseto claim
anddemandtheirproportionof the moneysso asaforesaidto
bedistributedwithin six monthsafterpublic notice given,that
suchdistributionis readyto bemadeshallbeexcludedfrom any
dividendof the saidmoneys,which noticethesaidtrusteesare
herebyenjoined and requiredto give in some of the public
newspapersto bepublishedin thecity of Philadelphiaimmedi-
atelyafterthe saleof thesaidchurch.

[SectionIV.] Andbe it alsoenactedby the authorityafore-
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said, Thatthe saidtrusteesbeforetheir entering.upontheexe-
cution of their trust shallandareherebydirectedto give bond
to the King in the sumof two thousandpoundsconditionedfor
their faithful performanceof their trust and compliancewith
the severalmattersandthingsherebydirectedto bedoneand
performed;andthe saidbond is herebydeclaredto be for the
useof anypersonor personswho shallbe aggrievedby the said
trustees,either by their refusalof their distributaryshareor
otherwise;andin casethe saidtrusteesor the survivorsor sur-
vivor or any of them shall,within a reasonabletime, neglect
or refuseto payall or anypart of the saidmoneysas directed
by thisact, the penaltyof thesaidbond (or asmuchthereofas
will amountto thepriceat whichthe saidchurchandlot shall
sell or be sufficient to pay andsatisfy all or any part of such
price which shall be unpaidand not distributed by the said
trusteesaccordingto the directionsof this act) shallbe levied
uponthe goodsandchattels,landsandtenementsof them,the
said trusteesor the survivorsor survivor of them,or such of
themwho shallsorefuseandneglectto payanddistributethe
moneysaforesaid;theproceedingsuponsuchbond,if thesame
be used,to be in the samemanneras thosedirectedto behad
on sheriff’s bondsby theactof assemblyof thisprovincepassed
in the fourth yearof Her late Majesty QueenAnne, entitled
“An act for regulatingelectionsof sheriffsandcoroners.”1

Savingalways,andreservingto the honorableproprietaries
of this province,their heirs andassigns,andto all andevery
other personor personswhatsoever,bodiespolitic and cor-
porate,their heirs, successorsandassigns(otherthanthe said
severaltrusteesor granteesmentionedandnamedin thedeeds
or conveyancesexecutedand given for the said lot, their and
everyof theirheirsandassigns)all his,her andtheir right, title,
interest, claim and demandwhatsoeverof, in or to the said
premisesandevery of themor any part or parcelthereof,any-
thinghereincontainedto the contrarythereofin anywise not-
withstanding. -

1 Pa8sedJanuary12, 1705-6,Chapter161.
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PassedFebruary18, 1769. Referredfor considerationby theKing
in Council,February26, 1770,andallowedto becomea law by lapse
of time in accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAppendix
XXVII, SectionI.

CHAPTERDLXXXIII.

AN ACT FOR RAISING BY WAY OF LOTTERY THE SUM OF THREE
THOUSAND AND NINETY-NINE POUNDS TWELVE SHILLINGS FOR
THE USE OF THE FIRST AND THIRD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES,
AND OF THE SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE CITY OF
PHILADELPHIA, AND OF THE GERMAN REFORMED CHURCH IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF WORCESTER.

Whereasit hath beenrepresentedto the assemblyof this
provincethat the First PresbyterianCongregationin the city
of Philadelphia,after rebuilding and en]arging the galleries
of theirchurchin Marketstreetata considerableexpensefound
thatthesaidchurchwasinsufficientto accommodatetheir con-
gregation,andthereforetheyhaveatagreatexpenseattempted
to erect a large but plain housefor public worship in Pine
street,whencethe society is greatly involved in debt; that,
though large sums have been alreadysubscribedand paid
towardsbuilding saidhousein Pinestreet,it remainsunfinished
andhardlyfit for thecelebrationof publicworship,andthatthe
peoplewho, from their residencein the district andlower part
of thecity, form thecongregationwhich worshipin thatchurch,
beingin generalpoor,arealtogetherunableeitherto finish the
sameorto pay off thelargedebtalreadycontracted,andthat a
~considerablesum of moneywill be necessaryto enablethemto
perfecttheir commendableandpiousundertaking:

Andwhereasit hasalsobeenrepresentedto thesaidassembly
‘that the SecondPresbyterianCongregationfind themselves
~undera necessityof purchasingapieceof groundfor aburying
placeandputting a new roof immediatelyon their churchin
Arch streetandof completingtheunfinishedpart of theirgal-
leries in said church,which they are unableto do, having


