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at the discretion of the justice not exceeding twenty-one lashes,
unless the master or mistress of such slave shall pay the fine or
forfeiture hereby inflicted.

[Section IX.] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That this act shall continue and be in force for and
during the space of seven years from and after the publication of
this act and no longer.

Passed September 29, 1770. Confirmed by the King in Council,
May 24, 1771. See Appendix XXVII, Section III, and the note to the

Act of Assembly passed February 18, 1769, Chapter 594; and the Act
of Assembly passed April 2, 1790, Chapter 1509. BExpired.

CHAPTER DCXVL

AN ACT FOR THE REGULATION OF APPRENTICES WITHIN THIS
PROVINCE.

Whereas great mischiefs and losses have been sustained by
the masters and mistresses of apprentices within this province
for want of some law to regulate their conduct and behavior
during their apprenticeship, to prevent their absenting them-
selves from their said mastersy’ or mistresses’ service without
leave, to punish them for any disorderly or immoral behavior
and to make the covenants between them mutually obligatory:

Tor remedy whereof:

[Section L] Be it enacted by the Honorable John Penn, Es-
quire, Lieutenant-Governor under the Honorable Thomas Penn
and Richard Penn, Esquires, true and absolute Proprietaries of
the Province of Pennsylvania and counties of Newcastle, Kent
and, Sussex upon Delaware, by and with the advice and consent
of the representatives of the freemen of the said Province in
Greneral Assembly met, and by the authority of the same, That
all and every person or persons that at any time or times hereto-
fore have been or after the publication of this act shall be bound
by indenture to serve as an apprentice in any art, mystery,
occupation or labor with the assent of his or her parent,
guardian or next friend, or with the assent of the overseers of
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the poor and approbation of any two justices, although such
persons or any of them were or shall be within the age of twenty-
one years at the time of making their several indentures, shall
be bound to serve the time in their respective indentures con-
tained, so as such time or term of years of such apprentice if a
female do expire at or before the age of eighteen years, and
if a male at or before the age of twenty-one years, as fully to all
intents and purposes as if the same apprentices were of full
age at the time of making the said indentures, any law, usage or
custom to the contrary notwithstanding.

[Section IL] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That if any master or mistress shall misuse, abuse
or evilly treat or shall not discharge his or her duty towards his
or her apprentice according to the covenants in the indentures
between them made, or if the said apprentice shall abscond or
absent him or herself from his or her master’s or mistress’s
service without leave or shall not do and discharge his or her
duty to his or her master or mistress according to his or her
covenants aforesaid, the said master or mistress or apprentice
being aggrieved in the premises shall or may apply to any one
justice of the peace of any county or city where the said master
or mistress shall reside, who, after giving due notice to such
master or mistress or apprentice, if he or she shall neglect or
refuse to appear shall thereupon issue his warrant for bringing
him or her, the said master, mistress or apprentice before him,
and take such order and direction between the said master
or mistress and apprentice as the equity and justice of the case
shall require; and if the said justice shall not be able to settle
and accommodate the difference and dispute between the said
master or mistress and apprentice through a want of conformity
in the master or mistress, then the said justice shall take a
recognizance of the said master or mistress and bind him or
her over to appear and answer the complaint of his or her said
apprentice at the next county court of quarter sessions to be
held for the said county or city, and take such order with respect
to such apprentice as to him shall seem just; and if through
want of conformity in the said apprentice he shall, if the magster
or mistress or apprentice request it, take a recognizance of him
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cr her with one sufficient surety for his or her appearance at
the said sessions and to answer the complaint of his or her said
master or mistress, or commit such apprentice for want of such
surety to the common gaol or work-house of the said county or
city respectively; and upon such appearance of the parties and
hearing of their respective proofs and allegations, the said
court shall and they are hereby authorized and empowered if
they see cause to discharge the said apprentice of and from his
or her apprenticeship and of and from all and every the articles,
covenants and agreements in his or her said indenture con-
tained, the said indenture of his or her said apprenticeship or
any law or custom to the contrary notwithstanding; but if de-
fault shall be found in the said apprentice, then the said court
is hereby authorized and empowered to cause if they see suf-
ficient occasion such punishment by imprisonment of the body
and confinement at hard labor to be inflicted on him or her as
tc them in their discretion they shall think his or her offense or
offenses shall deserve.

[Section ITL.] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That if any apprentice of any of the arts, trades,
mysteries, occupations or labor aforesaid shall depart and ab-
scond from his or her master’s or mistress’s service into any
other county of this province or into the city of Philadelphia,
it shall and may be lawful to and for any justice of the peace of
such eounty or city to issue his warrant to any constable within
his county or city to apprehend, take and have the body of such
apprentice before him or some other justice of his county, and
upon such appearance and hearing of the complaint and de-
fense of the parties, if default be found in the said apprentice,
then and in such case the said justice of the peace before whom
such’ warrant shall be returned shall commit him or her to the
common gaol of the county where his or her said master or
mistress shall reside, unless he or she will consent to return
home or shall find sufficient surety to appear at the next ses-
gions to be held for the county where such master or mistress
shall reside and answer the complaint of the said master or
mistress and not to depart the same without leave.

[Section IV.] And be it further enacted by the authority
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aforesaid, That if any person or persons whatsoever ghall
harbor, conceal or entertain any such apprentice, knowing him
to be such, during the space of twenty-four hours without his
or her master’s or mistress’s consent, and shall not give notice
thereof to his or her said master or mistress, every such person
or persons offending in the premises shall pay to the said master
or mistress the sum of twenty shillings for every day he shall so
harbor, conceal or entertain such apprentice, to be recovered
in a summary way as debts under five pounds are by law di-
rected to be recovered, if the same shall not exceed five pounds;
if otherwise, to be recovered by action of debt, to be brought at
the suit of the party injured in any court of common pleas
within this province.

Provided always nevertheless, That nothing in this act con-
tained shall be deemed, held or understood to repeal, alter or
change any article, clause or thing in the act of general assembly
«f this province, entitled “An act for establishing orphans’
courts,” * passed in the eleventh year of Queen Anne.

[Section V.] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That the act, entitled “An act for the regulation of
apprentices within this province,”? passed in the third year
of His present Majesty’s reign, and every article, clause and
thing therein contained shall be and is hereby declared to be
repealed, null and void.

Passed September 29, 1770, Confirmed by the King in Council,
May 24, 1771, See Appendizx XXVII, Section IIIL, and the Acts of As-
sembly passed March 9, 1771, Chapter 635; March 12, 1778, Chapter
785; April 11, 1799, Chapter 2085; April 2, 1803, P. L. 621; February 9,
1820, P. L. 17; March 11, 1834, P. L. 117,

1 Passed March 27, 1712-18, Chapter 197.
2 Pagsed March 4, 1763, Chapter 486.
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