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CHAPTER DOXXII.

AN ACT FOR THE IMMEDIATE RAISING OF MONEY HERETOFORE
GRANTED FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA.

Whereasin andby theactof generalassemblypassedin the
secondyearof His presentMajesty’s reign, entitled “An act
for grantingto His Majesty the sumof twenty-threethousand
five hundredpoundsfor the purposesthereinmentioned,”1 the
sum of fifteen thousandpoundswas given andgrantedto~His•
Majestyfor the defenseandprotectiofl of the city of Philadel-
phia:

And whereasa peacebeing settled andconftrmed shortly
after the passingof the saidactbetweenHi~saidMajesty and
the courtsof Franceand Spain,it was thought unnecessary
immediatelyto expendthe saidsumof moneyfor the purposes
aforesaid,andeight thousandpounds,part thereof,by virtue
of the actof generalassemblypassedin the third yearof the
said reign were advancedand lent to the commissionersfor
cleansingandpavingthe streetsof the city of Philadelphia,to
be repaidon or beforethetenthdayof Marchin theyearof our
Lord onethousandsevenhundredandseventyout of themoneys
airectedto beraisedandleviedby theactpassedin the second
yearof the saidreign, entitled “An actfor regulating,pitching,
pavingandcleansingthehighways,streets,lanesandalleysand
for regulating, making and amendingthe watercoursesand
commonsewerswithin the inhabitedandsettledpartsof the
city of Philadelphia,”&c. :~

And whereasall the moneyswhich have beenraised and
leviedby the saidlast-recitedacthavebeennecessarilyapplied
for andtowardsother purposesin the sameact specified, so
that no partof the saideight thousandpoundshasbeenrepaid,
and it will beextremelyburdensomeanddistressingto the in-

1 PassedMay 14, 1762, Chapter483.
2 PassedFebruary18, 1769, Chapter594.
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habitantsof the said city, alreadylaboringundera varietyof
taxes,to repaythesameimmediately:

And whereasin andby theactof generalassemblypassedin
thethird yearof His presentMajesty’sreign, entitled “An act
for grantingto His Majesty the sumof twenty-four thousand
poundsfor the defenseand protectionof this province,” &c.,’
the sumof seventhousandpounds,residueof the said fifteen
thousandpounds,wasadvancedandlent to His Majestyforthe
said purpose,to be repaidby an extensionof the excise on
spirituousliquors for andduring thespaceof threeyearsfrom
thetimelimited in andb~ytheactof generalassemblypassedin
thethirtiethyearof thereignof HisMajestyGeorgetheSecond,
entitled“An actfor strikingthesumof thirty thousandpounds
in bills of credit and giving the sameto the King’s use,”&c. :~

Andwhereasin andby theactof generalassemblypassedin
the seventhyearof His presentMajesty’sreign, entitled “An
actfor raisingthe sumof twentythousandpoundsfor thesup-
port of the governmentof this province and paymentof the
public debts,”~the said excisewas further continuedfor and
duringthespaceof fouryearsin orderto sink thebillsvof credit
by thesameactemittedandappliedto thesupportof thegov-
ernmentaforesaid;andinasmuchasthesaidsumof seventhou-
sandpoundswasnot thennecessaryfor thedefenseof thesaid
city, it wasenactedby thelast-recitedactthat theraisingand
repaymentthereofby thesaidexciseshouldbepostponeduntil
the saidbills of credit shouldbe fully sunkand destroyed,by
reasonwhereofthe saidsum of seventhousandpoundsIS not
asyetraised,norcanthesamebe raisedby thesaidexcisedur-
ing thespaceof severalyearsto come:

And whereasat this time of imminentdanger,whena war
betweenourmostgraciousSovereignandtheKing of SpainIS
daily expected,it is expedientfor the protectionand safetyof
the inhabitantsthat the city of Philadelphiashouldwith all
convenientspeedbeput into aproper.stateof defense,forwhich
purposeit is necessarythatthesaidseveralsumsof eightthou-
sandandseventhousandpoundsshouldbe immediatelyraised

iPassedOctober22, 1763,Chapter505.
2 PassedSeptember21, 1756, Chapter412.
2 PassedMay 20, 1767,Chapter559.
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andrepaidinto the provincial treasuryfor the purposeafore-
said:

Therefore:
[SectionI.] Be it enactedby theHonorableJohnPenn,Es-

quire, Lieutenant-GovernorundertheHonorableThomasPenn
andRichardPenn,Esquires,trueandabsoluteProprietariesof
theProvinceof Pennsylvaniaand countiesof Newcastle,Kent
andSussexuponDelaware,by andwith theadviceandconsent
of the representativesof the freemenof the said Provincein
GeneralAssemblymet, and by theauthorityof the same,That
bills of credit to thevalueof fifteen thousandpoundsshall be
preparedandprintedwithin two monthsnextafterthepassing
of this acton goodstrongpaper,underthecareanddirectionof
SamuelRhoads,Abel James,CharlesHumphreysand Isaac
Pearson,Esquires,or any threeof them, the chargeswhereof
shall be paid by the provincial treasurerout of the moneys
arisingor to ariseby virtue of theact of assemblyhereinafter
recitedand continued,which bills of credit shall bemadeand
preparedin themannerandform following, viz.:

This indentedbill of shall entitlethebearerto
receiveof theprovincialtreasurerthelike sumof of
equalvaluewith thesamesumof thebills of credit now by law
currentaccordingto thedirectionsof anactof generalassembly
of Pennsylvaniamadein theeleventhyearof the reignof His
MajestyGeorgetheThird. Datedthetwentiethdayof March,
~nethousandsevenhundredandseventy-one.

And the said bills shall havesuchlike escut-
cheonsasin the marginhereof,with suchother
devicesasthesaid SamuelRhOads,Abel James,
Charles Humphreysand Isaac Pearson.shall
think proper,aswell to preventcounterfeitsas
to distinguishtheir several and respectivede-
nominations,eachof which bills shallbe of the
severaland respectivedenominationsfollowing
andno other: Thatis to say,

Six thousandof the samebills, thesumof twentyshillingsin
eachof them.

Six thousandof thesamebills, thesum of fifteen shillings in
eachof them.

2—VIII
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Six thousandof thesamebills, thesumof tenshillingsin each
of them.

Six thousandof thesamebills, thesumoffive shillingsin each
of them.

And the said SamuelRhoads,Abel James,CharlesHum-
phreysand IsaacPearsonshall use their best care,attention
and diligenceduring the printing of the said bills that the
numberand amountthereofaccordingto their respectivede-
nominationsaforesaidbe not exceeded,norany clandestineor
fraudulentpracticeusedby theprinter, his servantsor others
concernedtherein.

And for perfectingthe said bills accordingto thetrueintent
~indmeaningof this act:

[Section II.] Be it further enactedby the authorityafore-
~aid,Thatall andeveryof thesaidbills shallbe signedbythree
of thepersonshereafternamed: Thatis to say,JosephMorris,
William Fisher, JoshuaHowell, Luke Morris, Daniel Rober-
deau,IsaacCox, JacobShoemaker,junior, FrancisHopkinson,
StephenCollins, JoelEvans,RobertStrettell JonesandThomas
Muffin, who areherebynominatedand appointedto besigners
of the said bills, and shall, beforethey receiveor sign any of
them,takeanoathor affirmationto theeffect following, viz.:

Thattheyshall well andtruly sign andnumberall the bills
thatshall cometo theirhandsfor that purposebythedirection
of this act,andthesameso signedandnumberedwill deliveror
causeto bedeliveredunto thesaidSamuelRhoads,Abel James,
CharlesHumphreysand IsaacPearson,or any threeof them,
pursuantto thedirectionsof this act.

And for avoiding thedangerof embezzlementor misapplica-
tion of thesaidbills of credit:

[SectionIII.] Be It further enactedby the authority afore-
said, Thatthesaid SamuelRhoads,Abel James,CharlesHum-
phreysandIsaacPearson,or anythreeof them, afterthe said
bills [shall be] printed,shall deliverthemto thesignersafore-
said,to be signed,andnumberedby parcels,for which thesaid
signers,or someof them, shall give their receipt: That is to
say,threethousandpoundsvaluein thesaidbills at onetime,
andso from timeto time until all thesaidbills of creditshallbe
signedandnumberedin suchmannerthat not morethanthe
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valueof threethousandpoundsshall remain in suchsigners’
handsat onetime, of all which saidbills of credit so delivered
to besigneda trueaccountshall bekeptby the signers,who,
upontheirredeliveryof eachor anyparcelof thesaid bills by
them signedand numberedshalftakethe receiptof thesaid
SamuelRhoads, Abel James,CharlesHumphreys’and Isaac
Pearson,or anythreeof them,to chargethembeforeanycorn-
ndtteeof assemblyto beappointedforthatpurpose.

And eachof thesaidsignersshallreceivefifteen shillingsfor
everythousandof thesaid bills by themsignedandnumbered,
andeachof thesaidSamuelRhoads,Abel James,CharlesHum-
phreys and Isaac Pearsonshall have and receive for their
troublethesumof tenshillingsperdiem; andthesaidtreasurer
for receivingandpayingthesaidbills of creditshallbe allowed
five shillings for everyhundredpoundsandno moreout of the
moneysarisingby the exciseon spirituousliquors hereinafter
mentioned.

[Section IV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That assoonasthesaidbills shallbe signed,num-
bered and perfected the~saidSamuel Rhoads, Abel James,
CharlesHumphreysandIsaacPearson,or any threeof them,
shall deliver themto the saidprovincialtreasurerandtakehis
receiptorreceiptsfor thesame.

[Section V.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatif anypersonor personsshallpresumeto coun-
ferfeit any of thesaidbills of creditmadeandissuedby virtue
of this act by printing or procuring the sameto be printed
in thelikenessor similitude of thesaidbills of credit,or if any
personor personsshall forgethenameor namesof thesigners
of thesaidtruebills of credit to suchcounterfeitbills, whether
the counterfeitingof the said bills of credit or namesbe done
within this province or elsewhere,or shall utter suchbills
knowing them to be counterfeitedas aforesaid,and being
thereoflegallyconvictedby confession,standingmuteorby the
verdictof twelvemenin anycourtof oyerandterminerwithin
this province,he,sheortheyshallsufferdeathwithout benefit
of clergy, andthediscovereror informer shall haveasan en-
couragementto his discoverythe sum of fifty poundsof the
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valueof the goodsand chattels,lands and tenementsof the
personor personsconvicted,andif no suchgoodsandchattels,
landsandtenements,canbe found,thesumoftenpounds,to be
paidby theprovince. And if anypersonor personsshallcoun-
terfeit anyof thesaidbills of creditby alteringthedenomina-
tion thereofwith designto increasethevalueofthesaidbills, or
shall utter suchbills knowing themto be so counterfeitedor
altered,andshall thereofbe legally convictedin any court of
quartersessionsof thepeacewithin this province,everysuch
personandpersonsshallbesentencedto thepillory, haveboth
of hisorherearscut off andnailedto thepillory andbepublicly
whippedon his or her barebackwith thirty-nine lasheswell
laid on, andmoreover,everysuchoffendershall forfeit thesum
of onehundredpounds,to be levied on his or her lands,tene-
ments,goodsand chattels,one-halfthereof to the useof the
governor,andtheotherhalf to thediscoverer,andtheoffender
shallpayto thepartygrieveddoublethevalueof thedamages
therebysustainedtogetherwith the costsand chargesof the
prosecution;andin casethe offendershallnot havesufficient
to satisfysuchdiscovererfor his or her damagesandpay the
forfeiture aforesaidhe or sheshall be sold for any term not
exceedingsevenyearsto makesuchsatisfaction;and in such
casethesaiddiscoverershallbepaidby theprovincethesuni of
tenpounds;andeverysuchcounterfeitbill shallbedeliveredto
thesaidtreasurerto be madeuseof uponthetrial of theperson
accusedor suspected,and afterwardsto be burnt, sunk and
destroyedin thepresenceof a committeeof assembly.

[Section VI.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That JosephGalloway, Benjamin Chew, Thomas
Cadwalader,JosephFox, Michael Hillegas,JohnMorton and
JohnBaynton,Esquires,or a majority of them, orthesurvivors
of them, with the consentand approbationof the governoror
commanderin chief for thetime beingandnot otherwise,shall
applyandorderthe bills of credit so paidinto thehandsof the
provincial treasurerfor andtowardsbuilding anderectingsuch
fortifications and raising, victualing, clothing and paying so
manyofficersandmenasmaybenecessaryfor thedefenseand
protectionof the city of Philadelphia,and for thosepurposea
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shalldraworderson thesaidtreasurerasoftenastheremaybe
occasion,which orderswhen paid shall be producedto the
committeeof assemblyfor the time beingand by them be al-
lowed in dischargeof so much moneya~shall be thereinex-
pressed,andthesaidcommissionersshallhavefor theirtrouble
in dischargingthe duties herebyenjoinedthe sum of fifteen
poundseachandno more.

Andwhereasit is expedientthatthesaidbills of credithereby
directedto bemadeandemittedshouldbecalledin, sunkand
destroyedassoonasconvenientlymaybe:

[SectionVII.] Beit thereforeenactedby theauthorityafore-
said, Thatthe said provincial treasurershall and he is hereby
enjoinedandrequiredout of themoneyswhich shallbe in his
handsarising from thesaidexcisefrom timeto ‘time afterthe
bills of credit ‘madeand emittedby virtue of the said act for
raisingtwentythousandpoundsfor the supportof thegovern-
ment of this provinceandpaymentof thepublic debtsshallbe
fully paid off and discharged,to pay off and dischargeseven
thousandpoundsof the said bills of credit herebydirectedto
bemadeandemitted,andshalluponsuchpaymentreceivethe
samebills of their respectivebearersand shallyearly, asthey
cometo his hands,deliver overthe sameto suchcommitteesof
assemblyasshallbeannuallyappointedto settlethepublic ac-
counts,to beby themburnt, sunkanddestroyed.

And in orderto payoff anddischargethe sumof eightthou-
sandpounds,residueofthesaidbills of credit herebydirectedto
be madeandemitted:

[SectionVIII.] Beit furtherenactedby theauthority afore-
said,Thatthetreasurerappointedor to beappointedby the
commissionerselectedby virtue of theactpassedin theninth
yearof His presentMajesty’sreign, entitled“An actfor regu-
lating, pitching, paving and cleansingthe highways,streets,
lanesand alleys, and for making and amendingthe water-
coursesand commonsewerswithin the inhabitedand settled
partsof the city of Philadelphia,and for raisingof moneyto
defraytheexpensesthereofandfor otherpurposesthereinmen-
tioned,” 2 shallyearlyandevery yearout of themoneyswhich

1 PassedFebruary18, 1769, Chapter594.
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shallcomeinto hishandsby virtueof thisactpayoff, discharge
~ndredeematleasteighthundredpounds,partof thesaideight
thousandpoundsherebydirectedto beemitted,until thewhole
thereof shall be paid off and redeemed,for which purpose
yearlyandeveryyearthereshallbe laid, assessedandlevieda
just and proportionablerate and tax on all estatesreal and
personalandtaxableswithin thesaidcity by thesamepersons
and under the samepenalties,to be recoveredin the same
mannerasthesumsof moneyto beraisedfor thepurposes.men-
tionedin the [said] last-recitedact aretherebydirectedto be
laid, assessedandlevied, andwhensoleviedthe sameshallbe
paidto thesaidtreasurer,to beby himappliedfrom timeto time
to thepaymentanddischargeof thesaidbills herebydirectedto
be emitted; and the said treasurer,upon suchpaymentand
dischargeof the saidbills, shall receivethe sameof their re-
spectivebearersandyearlyastheycometo his handsdeliver
themover to thecommitteeof assemblyfor thetime beingap-
pointed to settlethepublic accountsto beby them burnt,sunk
anddestroyed.

[Section IX.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That so much of the said act,entitled “An act for
grantingto His Majestythesumof twenty-threethousandfive
hundredpoundsforthepurposesthereinmentioned,”1asrelates
to theappointmentof commissionersanddispositionofthesaid
sumof fifteen thousandpoundsshallbeandis herebyrepealed
andnull andvoid.

PassedMarch 9, 1771. Referredfor considerationby theKing In
Council, October9, 1771, andallowed to becomea law by lapseof
time in accordancewith the proprietary charter. SeeAppendix
XXIX.

CHAPTERDCXXIII.

AN ACT FOR REGULATING THE FISHERY IN THE RIVERS CODORUS

AND CONNEWAGAIN YORK COUNTY.

Whereasit hathbeenrepresentedto theassemblyby petition
from a numberof thefreeholdersof thecountyof York thatlive

1PassedMay 14, 1762,Chapter483.


