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saidlighthouseandbuoysaforesaidin thebestmanner,soasto
be of the mostadvantageto tradeandnavigation.

PassedOctober19, 1771. Referredfor consideration,by theKing
in Council, February8, 1773, andallowed to becomea law by lapse
of time In accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAppendix
XXX, and the note to theAct of AssemblypassedSeptember22,
1764, Chapter515. Repealedby theAct of AssemblypassedFebru-
ary 26, 1773, Chapter671.

CHAPTER DCXLI.

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE ASSIZEOF BREAD AND FOR OTHERPUR-

POSESTHEREIN MENTIONED.

Whereasthe modeheretoforeusedfor regulatingthe assize
of breadby thepricesatwhichwheatis commonlysoldhasbeen
foundon experienceto beunequal,asthe priceof wheatby no
meansdetermineswith certaintythe priceof flour:

To theintent, therefore,thá±from andafterthe tenth dayof
April nextensuingthe publicationof this acta just, equaland
constantrule andmethodmaybeduly observedandkeptin the
makingandassizingtheseveralsortsof breadhereinaftermen-
tionedwhich shallbemadefor salein anyplaceor placeswhere
suchassizeshallbesetin pursuanceof this act:

[SectionI.] Be it enactedby the HonorableRichardPenn,
Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable Thomas
PennandJohnPenn,Esquires,trueandabsoluteProprietaries
of the Province of Pennsylvania,by andwith the adviceand
consentof the representativesof the freemenof the saidProv-
incein GeneralAssemblymet,andby theauthorityof thesame,
That it shallandmaybe lawful for the mayoror recorderand
.anytwo of the aldermenof the city of Philadelphia,or for the
burgessor burgessesof any boroughand two justices of the
peaceof thecounty,or for anythreejusticesof thepeacefor any
~countywithin this province,from andafterthe saidtenth dayof
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April asoftenastheremaybeoccasion,to set,ascertainandap-
point in anyplaceor placeswithin their respectivejurisdictions
the assizeandweight of the severalsortsof breadfollowing
which shallin anysuchplaceor placesbe madefor sale,soldor
exposedto sale,andthepriceto bepaidfor the same;andthat
in every assizeof breadwhich shall be so set in pursuanceof
this act dueregardshall be had from time to time to the
[market] pricewhich flour, whereofsuchbreadshallbe made,
shall besoldat in thecities,townsor placesin or neartheplace
wheresuchassizeshallbeso set,andthat the saidassizeshall
be setandascertainedaccordingto thetablefollowing in avoir~
dupoisweightof sixteenouncesto thepound.
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Andsoinproportionfor loavesof alargeror smallersize.
And in order to enablethe said magistratesand justices

within their respectivejurisdictionsto set the assizeof bread
with justiceandequity:

[Section II.] Be it further enactedby the authority afore-
said,That therespectivepriceswhichthe severalkindsof flour
fit to makethe saiddifferentsortsof breadallowedto bemade
by this act shall commonly andgenerally,from time t~time,
bona fide, sell for in the said city of Philadelphiaandother
placesaforesaidandnot at particular times or on particular
contractsonly, shalloncein everymonthor oftenerif necessary
as the saidmagistratesor justicesrespectivelyshall appoint,



TheStatutesat LargeofPennsylvania. [1771-72

begivenanddeliveredin writing on oathor am~mationto the
saidmagistratesor justicesby the clerk of the marketor such
otherpersonor personsin theplacesaforesaidasthe saidmag-
istratesand justicesrespectivelyshall orderandappoint,and
within two daysnext after suchreturn of the pricesaforesaid
shallbe given in asaforesaid,theassize,weight andpriceof all
kindsof breadto bemadefor sale,sold or exposedto sale,shall
from time to time besetby the magistratesand justicesafore-
saidwithin their respectivejurisdictions;andthat afterthefix-
ing andsetting suchassizethe sameshallwith all convenient
speedbe madepublic in suchmannerasthe saidmagistrates
andjusticesshallthink properandshallbein forceuntil anew
assizeshallbe fixed andset;but beforeanyadvanceor reduction
shallbemadein theweight of breadin anyof theplacesafore-
said,the saidclerk of the marketor other personappointedas
aforesaidto givein thepricesof flour shalldelivercopiesof such
return to two of thebakersresidingwithin theplacefor which
the sameshallbe made,with notice thereunderwritten of the
time andplace of setting the next assize,to’ the endthat the
bakersof suchplacemayhavefrom timeto timeanopportunity
to offer to suchmagistratesor justicestheir objectionsif any
theyhaveagainstany advancebeingat that timemadein the
weightof bread.

[Section III.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That afteranassizeof breadshallbesetin pursuance
of this act no alterationshallbemadetherein, either to raise
the samehigher or to sink the samelower, unlessthe priceof
flour shall be returnedas having rosesix penceper hundred
weight morethan the last return madeor having fallen six
penceperhundredweightlower thanthesaidlastreturn.

[Section IV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That everypersonandpersonswho shall makeany
loaf bread of wheat flour for sale in any of the placesafore-
said shallmark all the breadheshallbakewith his nameand
with the following lettersto distinguishthe severalsorts,That
is to say,thefine white breadwith F andthe middling bread
with M, which severalsortsof breadshallbemadein theman-
ner following: the fine white breadof thebestfine white flour
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andthe middling breadof good middlings; andthe loavesof
suchbreadshall be a pennyloaf or roll, a two-penny,a four-
penny,an eight-pennyanda twelve-pennyloaf, andno other.

[Section V.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatif anypersonor personswhatsoevershallafter
thesaidtenth dayof April makefor sale,sell or exposeto sale
any of the severalsorts of breadaforesaidwithin the places
aforesaidwhich shallnot be sufficiently bakedor markedwith
the mark andof the weight andfinenessdirectedby this act,
every [such] personor personsoffendingin the premisesshall
forfeit all suchbreadsodeficient in weightor finenessandnot
markedasaforesaid;andthatit shallandmaybelawful to and
for the clerks of the respectivemarketsin any of the places
aforesaid,if suchtherebe, with anytwo reputablefreeholders,
to be appointedby themayoror chiefburgessof anycity or cor-
poratetown andby anyjustice residingin any town not cor-
porate,andin suchplacesaforesaidwherethereshallbeno such
clerk, to andfor suchpersonor personsasthe saidjusticesre-
spectivelyshallappoint,andtheyareherebyauthorizedandre-
quired(without anyfurtheror otherwarrant,with or without a
constable)to enterinto all housesor otherplaceswherethey
shallbeinformedor suspectthereis anybreadbakedfor saleat
leasttwicein everymonthto examineandweighall suchbread
andto seizeall such asthey shall find deficient in weight or
finenessandnotbakedandmarkedasaforesaid,andif anybaker
or otherpersonshall refuseto suffer the saidclerks andfree
holdersor otherpersonsappointedasaforesaidto enterinto his
houseor othersuspectedplaceto examineandweighhis bread,
he shallforfeit andpaythesumof five poundsfor everysuchof-
fense,to be recoveredbeforeany magistrateor justice of the
peacefor the said city, boroughsor countiesrespectivelyas
debtsnot exceedingfive poundsare by law directedto bere-
covered;of all which forfeituresandpenaltiesthe saidclerk of
the marketor other personappointedas aforesaidshallhave
one-thirdpart for histrouble andshall deliverthe other two-
thirdsto the overseersof the poorof the city, borough,township
or placewheresuchbreadshall be seizedor penaltyincurred,
for theuseof thepoorthereof.
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[Section VI.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatif anybakershall conceivehimself aggrievedby
the seizureof breadasaforesaid,he mayappealto anymagis-
trateor justiceaforesaidrespectively,who shallhearandfinally
determinethereon; and if it shall appearto the saidmagis-
trateor justicethat the saidbreadwasjustly seized,thebaker
thereofshallpaythesumof ten shillingsto the useof thepoor
of thecity, boroughor townshipwherethesaidbreadwasseized
with reasonablecharges;but in casethe saidbreadupon trial
shallbefoundof dueweightandfinenessandmarkedandbaked
as this act directs, it shall be returnedto the baker, andthe
chargesshall bepaidby the officer or personseizingthesame;
andif anypersonpurchasingbreadshall find it deficient in any
of the particularsbeforementioned,he or shemaymakecom-
plaint thereof within oneday after the saidbread shallbe so
purchasedto anymagistrateor justiceaforesaid,who is hereby
authorizedandrequiredto hearandexaminesuch complaint;
andif the saidbreadshall be deficient in any of the saidpar-
ticulars,thebakerthereofshallbeadjudgedto payfive shillings
for everysuchoffense,andbe thereuponcommittedto thecom-
mon gaolwithout bail or mainpriseuntil hepaythesame,which
penaltywhenreceivedby the saidjusticeshall bedeliveredto
theoverseersof the pooraforesaidfor theuseof thepoor.

[SectionVII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatif anypersonor personsshalladulterateor mix
anyimproper[or unwholesome]ingredientin anykind of flour
of whichbreadshallbemadefor salein anyof theplaceswhere
the assizeof breadshallbe set asaforesaid,everysuchperson
or personsbeingthereoflegally convictedbeforeanymagistrate
or justice for the city or countywheresuchbreadshall be so
made,sold or exposedto sale,who is herebyauthorizedandem-
poweredto hear,try anddeterminethe same,shall forfeit and
paythesumof five poundsfor everysuchoffense.

[SectionVIII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That it shallandmaybe lawful to andfor the clerk
of themarketof anycity, boroughortown within thisprovince
to weighall buttgr broughtinto the sameto be soldby weight,
which, if found deficient, the saidclerk shall forthwit~,in the
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presenceof two reputablefreeholders,weighagain,andif it ap-
pearto the saidfreeholdersthatthe saidbutteris underweight,
the sameshall be seizable,one-thirdpart thereoffor the useof
the saidclerk,andtheothertwo-thirdsfor theuseof thepoorof
the placewhereseized;andin caseanyowneror ownersof but-
ter soseizedshall conceivehim, her or themselvesaggrievedby
suchseizure,he, sheor theymay appealto any magistrateor
justiceaforesaidof the city, boroughor placewheresuch’seizure
is made,whoshallhear,try anddeterminethe same.

[Section IX.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That the clerks of the severalmarketswithin this
provincenow in office shallon or beforethetenthdayof April
next ensuingthe publication of this act,andall suchclerks as
shall hereafterbe appointed,beforethey shall enterupon the
executionof their offices, takethe following oathor affirmation
befQresomemagistrateor justiceof the city, boroughor county
whereintheyshall reside,viz.:

That he will well andtruly to the bestof his skill andjudg-
mentdo andperformall thingsenjoinedandrequiredof him as
clerkof themarketby thelawsof thisprovince.

And that the personor personsto beappointedfrom time to
time in virtueof thisactto searchfor andseizebreadmadecon-
trary to the regulationshereinbeforementionedshall in like
mannertakethe following oathor a±lirmation,

That theywill to thebestof their skill and judgmentdo and
performall andsingularthemattersandthingsenjoinedandre-
quiredof themby this act.

[Section X.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thattheactof generalassemblypassedin thetwelfth
yearof the reignof William the Third, entitled “An act for the
assizeof bread,” 1 shallbe andis herebyrepealedandmadenull
andvoid.

[Section XI.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That this act shallcontinueandbe in force from the
publicationthereoffor andduring the term of threeyearsand
from thenceto the endof the nextsessionof assemblyandno
longer.

1 November27, 1700, Chapter51,
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PassedMarch 21, 1772. Referredfor considerationby theKing
in Council, January15, 1773, andallowed to becomealaw by lapse
of time in accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAppendix
XXX, and thenote to theAct of Assembly passedNovember27,
1700, Chapter51; andthe Act of Assembly passedFebruary 26,
1773, Chapter675. Repealedby theAct of AssemblypassedMarch
15, 1775, Chapter709.

CHAPTERDOXLII.

AN ACT FOR RENDERING JUSTICES OF THE PEACE MORE SAFE IN
THE 6IXECIJTION OF THEIR OFFICE, AND FOR INDEMNIFYING CON-
STABLES AND OTHERS ACTING IN OBEDIENCE TO THEIR WAR-
RANTS.

Whereasjusticesof the peacemaybediscouragedin theexe-
cution of their office by vexatiousactionsbroughtagainstthem
for or by reasonof small andinvoluntary errorsin their pro-
ceedings:

And whereasit is necessarythat theyshouldbe,asfar asis
consistentwith justiceandthesafetyandliberty of thesubjects
over whom their authority extends,renderedsafein the exe-
cutionof the saidoffice andtrust:

And whereasit is alsonecessarythat the subjectshould be
protectedfrom all willful and oppressiveabuseof the several
laws committedto the careand executionof the saidjustices
of the peace:

[SectionI.] Beit thereforeenactedbytheHonorableRichard
Penn, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable
ThomasPennandJohnPenn,Esquires,true andabsolutePro-
prietariesof the Provinceof Pennsylvania,by andwith thead-
vice andconsentof the representativesof the freemenof the
said Province in GeneralAssemblymet, andby the authority
of the same,That from andafterthe publicationof this act no
writ shallbesuedout againstnoranycopy of anyprocessatthe
suit of asubjectshall beservedon anyjusticeof the peacefor
anythingby him donein the executionof his office, until notice


