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1870,P. L. 293; March 22, 1870~P. L. 514; March28, 1870, P. L. 569;
April 2, 1870, P. L. 829; (thetwo Acts of Assemblypassed)April 5,
1870, P. L. 910, 924; April 6, 1870,P. L. 1015;April 9, 1870, P. L. 1107;
February10, 1871,P. L. 42; March1, 1871, P. L. 153; March10, 1871,
P. L. 309; May 4, 1871, P. L. 550; May10, 1871, P. L. 651;May12, 1871,
P. L. 784; May 24, 1871, P. L. 1132; May 26, 1871, P. L. 1192; Febru-
ary 10, 1872, P. L. 103; February15, 1872,P. L. 68; February27, 1872,
P. L. 175; February28, 1872, P. L. 184; (thethreeActs of Assembly
passed)March 9, 1872, P. L. 286, 288,304; March16, 1872,P. L. 415;
March 29, 1872, P. L. 640; March 30, 187Z, P. L. 671; April 3, 1872,
P. L. 866; April 4, 1872,P. L. 939; April 9, 1872,P. L. 1105; February
27, 1873, P. L. 170; March 24, 1873, P. L. 357; March 27, 1873,P. L.
444; (the two Acts of Assemblypassed)March 28, 1873, P. L. 454,
459; April 2, 1873, P. L. 489; (the five Acts of Assemblypassed)
April 10, 1873,P. L. 648, 652, 652, 655, 721; April 24, 1873, P. L. 845;
May 15, 1874, P. L. 296; May Z3, 1874, P. L. 230; May 10, 1878, P. L.
51; (the two Acts of Assemblypassed)May 18, 1878, P. L. 67, 72;
May 22, 1878, P. I,. 95; June12, 1878, P. L. 198; June11, 1879, P. L.
168; June1, 1881,P. L. 36; June10, 1881, P. L. 112; June27, 1883, P.
L. 165; May 23, 1887, P. L. 164; May 24, 1887, P. L. 204; May 15, 1889,
P. L. 222; May 23, 1889,P. L. 277; May 12, 1891, P. L. 56; May 20, 1891,
P. L. 95; (the two Acts of Assemblypassed)May 23, 1891, P. L. 110,
111; May 15, 1893,P. L. 47; May 25, 1893, P. L. 136; May 30, 1893, P.
L. 183; May 31, 1893, P. L. 186; (thetwo Acts of Assemblypassed)
June6, 1893,P. L. 334, 334; June24, 1895, P. L. 240; June26, 1895,
P. L. 394; June27, 1895, P. L. 398; June7, 1897, P~L. 130; (the two
Acts of Assemblypassed)June23, 1897, P. L. 203, 204; July 9, 1897,
P. L. 235; May 5, 1899, P. L. 251; April 23, 1901, P. L. 92.

CHAPTERDOXLVIII.

AN ACT FOR REGULATING CHIMNEY SWEEPERS WITHIN THE
CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, THE DISTRICT OP SOUTHWARK AND THE
TOWNSHIP OF THE NORTHERN LIBERTIES.

Whereastheestatesof theinhabitantsof thecity of Philadel-
phia,thedistrictof Southwarkandthetownship of theNorth-
ern Liberties are frequently endangeredby chimneystaking
fire andblazingout at thetop, andgreatcomplaintshavebeen
madefor wantof a properregulationamongthosewho under-
takethesweepingof chimneys:

For remedywhereof:
[Section I.] Be it enactedby theHonorableRichardPenn,

Esquire,Lieutenant-Governorunderthe Honorable Thomas
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PennandJohnPenn,Esquires,trueandabsoluteProprietaries
oftheProvinceof Pennsylvania,by andwith theadviceandcon-
sentof the representativesof thefreemenof saidProvincein
GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthorityof thesame,That
no personor personswhatsoeverfrom andafterthefirst dayof
May next ensuingthe publication of this act shall follow the
businessor occupationof a chimneysweeper,eitherby himself,
his servants,negroesor otherswithin the city of Philadelphia,
thedistrictof Southwarkorthetownshipof theNorthernLiber-
ties, without having first madeapplicationto theofficer here-
inafter appointed,and having registeredor causedto be reg-
isteredhis ortheirnameornamesandthenameornamesof his
ortheirservants,negroesorotherpersonsaforesaid,with anum-
ber affixedto eachandeverysuchnamein abookby thesaidofft-
cer to be keptfor that purpose,andwithout procuringandre-
ceivingfrom the saidofficer a certificateof everysuchregistry
containingthe numberand nameof everypersonso entered,
underthepenaltyof five shillingsfor everydayheshall follow
by himself or causeto be followed by his servants,negroesor
othersthesaidbusiness,which said certificatesthesaid officer
is herebye~ijoinedandrequiredto makeout underhis handand
to deliverto thepersonorpersonswho shallapplyfor thesame,
andfor everysuchregistryand certificateheshall receivethe
sumof two shillingsandno more.

[SectionII.] Andbeit furtherenactedbytheauthorityafore-
said,Thatall andeverypersonandpersonsfollowing thebusi-
nessaforesaidwithin the saidcity, district and libertiesshall
(if he follows theemploymenthimself) wearor (if be employs
hisservants,negroesor others)causeto bewornon thefront of
their caps in full view, without any concealment,the same
figures and numbers,respectively,as shall be so asaforesaid
enteredin thesaidbook andcontainedin his ortheir respective
certificatesand noneother, in largefigures not lessthan two
inchesin length, to bemadeof strong, durabletin or copper;
andthat all andeverypersonandpersonswho shallfollow the
saidbusinessor employmentby him or themselvesor by his or
their servants,negroes,or others,not havingthesaidnumber
fixed on his or their capand capsandthecapand capsof his
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andtheirservants,negroesandotherpersonsaforesaidaccord-
ing to thedirectionsaforesaid,orwhenfixed shallwillfully de-
faceorconcealthesameorshall neglectto keepthemplain and
visible, shall for eachandeverysuchoffenseforfeit andpaythe
sumof five shillingsfor everydayheortheyshall follow thesaid
employmentnotwearingthesaidnumberasaforesaid.

[Section III.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatif anypersonor personsundertakingthe busi-
nessor occupationaforesaidshallnot within forty-eighthours
afterapplicationto himorthemmadeby any of theinhabitants
of thesaid city, district, or NorthernLiberties,sweepor cause
to besweptsuchchimneyor chimneysasheor theyshallbe re-
quiredto sweep,everysuchpersonor personssooffendingshall
forfeit andpaythesumof five shillings.

[Section IV.] And be it further enactedby the authorit~y
aforesaid,That every chimneysweepershall haveandreceive
for everychimneyby him sweptwithin the city of Philadelphia
andfor everychimneyby him sweptin thedistrictandliberties
aforesaidnot morethanonemile distantfrom thenorthernand
southernboundariesof thesaid [city] suchchimneyhavingbut
onefunnel, a sumnot exceedingninepence,andfor everycbim-~
ney with two funiIelsasumnotexceedingfifteen pence.

[Section V.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatif thechimneyof anypersonor personswithin
thesaidcity, district or libertiesshall takefire andblazeout at
thetop, thesamenot havingbeensweptwithin thespaceof one-
calendarmonthnextbeforethetime of takingsuchfire, every-
suchpersonandpersonsshall forfeit andpay thesumof twenty
shillings,andif anychimneyshalltakefire andblazeout atthe
top, the samehavingbeensweptwithin one calendarmonth
fromthetimeof suchtakingfire, thepersonwhosweptthesame,
eitherby himself, his servantsor negroes,shallforfeit andpay
twentyshillings.

And to the end that theregulationsby this act prescribed~
maybeexecuted:

[SectionVI.] Beit enactedby the authorityaforesaid,That~
the clerkof “The PhiladelphiaContributionshipfor theInsur--
lug Housesfrom Lossby Fire” for thetime beingshallbeand.~
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is herebyappointedtheofficer for registeringandgrantingcer-
tificatesto chimneysweepers,whois herebyrequiredto do and
performtheseveraldutiesof thesaidoffice enjoinedby thisact.

[SectionVII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That all and everythepenaltiesandforfeituresim-
posedby virtueof this actshallbe paidto theoverseersof the
poorof thecity, district ortownshipwheretheoffenseshallbe
committedfor the useof thepoorthereof,to berecoveredbefore
any justice of the peaceof thecity or countywheretheoffense
shallbe committed,who is herebyauthorizedto hear,try and
determinethesame.

[SectionVIII.] Andbeit enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,
That so much of the act of generalassemblypassedin the
seventhyearof thereignof His late Majesty,GeorgetheFirst,
entitled“An actfor preventingaccidentsthat mayhappenby
fire,” ‘ andof theactof generalassemblypassedin thetwenty-
third yearof thereignof His late Majesty, GeorgetheSecond,
entitled “An act for themore effectual preventing accidents
which may happen by fire, and for suppressingidleness,
drunkennessandotherdebaucheries,”~asrelatesto thefiring of
chimneyswithin thesaid city, shall be and is herebydeclared
to be repealed.

PassedMarch 21, 1772. Referredfor considerationby theKing
in Council, January15, 1773, andallowed to becomealaw by lapse
of time in accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAppendix
XXX, andtheActs of AssemblypassedNovember25, 1779, Chapter
867; March 8, 1780,Chapter888. Repealedby theAct of Assembly
passedSeptember29, 1787, Chapter1318.

1 PassedAugust26, 1721, Chapter245.
Z February9, 1750-51, Chapter388.


