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theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthis actshallbetakenandallowed
in all courtsandplaceswithin this provinceasapublic act,and
all judges,justicesand otherpersonsconcernedareherebyre-
quiredto takenoticethereofassuchwithoutpleadingthesame
specially.

PassedFebruary26, 1778. Referredfor considerationby theKing
in Council, February2, 1774, andallowedto becomea law by lapse
of time in accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAppendix
XXXI, and the note to the Act of Assembly passedMarch 5,
1725-26,Chapter289.

CHAPTERDCLXXIII.

AN ACT FOR ERECTING A NEW GAOL, WORKHOUSE AND HOUSE OF
CORRECTIONIN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA.

Whereasit hasbeenrepresentedto the assemblythat the
gaolandworkhousein theCity of Philadelphiaare insufficient
for the safecustodyof thecriminals and otherscommittedto
thesame,andthat from thesmallnessof thelot of ground,the
inconveniencyof the buildings and inner apartmentsand the
increasednumberof personsconfined therein the healthnot
only of thesaidprisonersbut of theinhabitantsof thesaidcity
is greatly endangered:

For remedywhereof:
[SectionI.] Be it enactedby theHonorableRichardPenn,

Esquire,Lieutenant-Governorunderthe Honorable Thomas
PennandJohnPenn,Esquires,trueand absoluteProprietaries
of the Provinceof Pennsylvania,by and with the adviceand
consentof~therepresentativesof thefreemenof the saidProV
incein GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthorityof thesame,
Thatit shall andmaybe lawful to andfor the commissioners
for the countyof Philadelphiato borrow from any personor
persons,bodiespolitic orcorporate,whoshallbewilling to lend,
anysum orsumsof moneywhich theyshallthink sufficientand
necessaryfor the purposeshereinaftermentioned,and every
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lendershall receiveacertificatein writing underthehandsand
sealsof the saidcommissionersfor the paymentof the sumlent
with theinterestthereofnot exceedingsixper cent.per annum,
which certificateshallbeenteredin a bookto be kept for that
purpose,andthe interestmoneyarising thereonshafl bepaid
by their ordersdrawn on the treasurerfor said countyout of
the moneysyearly assessedfor payingthe countydebts.

[SectionII.] Andbeit furtherenactedbytheauthorityafore-
said,That the saidlenderor lenders,his, her or their executors
or administrators,mayassignandtransferhis, her or their cer-
tificate, with. all his, heror their right andinteresttherein by
an indorsementthereonto any otherpersonor persons,andso
~o~iesquoties; andafterwardsit shallnotbein thepowerof the
personor personssoassigningto makevoid, releaseordischarge
the saidcertificate.

[SectionIII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatthe saidcommissionerswith the approbationof
themayorandrecorderof the city of Philadelphiaandanytwo
justices of the countycourt of quartersessionsfor the county
of Philadelphia;sh&ll appropriateand apply the moneys so
borrowedfor andtowardspurchasinga lot of groundin some
convenientpart of the city anderectingthereonacommodious,
strong andsufficient gaol, workhouseandhouseof correction
with agoodyard to eachof them,inclosedby walls of aproper
heightandstrengthfor confining anddetainingin safecustody
all felons, criminals andotherswho shall be committedto the
saidgaol andworkhouseby properauthority.

And in orderto secureto the saidlendersthe severalandre-
spectivesumsof moneysolent:

[SectionIV.] Be it enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,That
assoonasthe saidgaol,workhouseandhouseof correctionshall
bebuilt and finished and all the felons, criminals andothers.
thenconfinedin the presentgaol, workhouseandhouseof cor-
rectionin the city of Philadelphiashallbe removedfromthence
to the gaol andworkhouseandhouseof correctionherebydi-
rectedto bebuilt (which the sheriff of the countyof Philadel-
phia andthe keeperof the saidworkhouseandhouseof cor-
rection for thetime beingareherebyenjoinedandrequiredto
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do), it shalland maybe lawful for thesaidcommissionersand
theyareherebyenjoinedandrequiredto grant,bargainandsell
thelot or pieceof groundin the city of Philadelphiawhereon
thepresentgaol,workhouseandhouseof correctionnow stand,
containingin breadthsixty-six feet andin lengthtwo hundred
and forty feet, boundednorthwardwith High street,eastward
with theThirdstreetfrom Delaware,southwardwith backlots
and westwardwith a lot formerly belongingto ThomasRow-
land, with thebuildings thereonerected,to anypersonor per-
sonswho shallbewilling to purchaseandto his, herandtheir
heirsandassignsforeverfor thegreatestsumorsumsof money
that can beprocuredfor the same,and upon receipt of the
saidmoneyto paythesumssoborrowedwith theinterestthen
due andto pay the residueto the treasurerfor thecountyof
Philadelphiafortheuseof saidcounty;butif thesaleofthesaid
lot andbuildingsshallnotproducemoneysufficientforthepur-
poseaforesaid,suchdeficiencyshall bepaidandsatisfiedby a
justandratabletaxorassessmentto belaid, assessedandlevied
on all estatesreal andpersonalwithin thesaidcity andcounty
by thesamepersons,underthesamepainsandpenalties,to be
recoveredin thesamemannerasothercountyratesandtaxes
areor shall be laid, assessedandlevied,agreeableto thedirec-
tionsof theactof generalassemblypassedin theeleventhyear
of His late Majesty,Georgethe First, entitled“An actfor rais-
ing of countyratesandlevies.” 1

Andwhereasthesaidlot of groundhereinbeforedescribedand
directedto be sold was formerly vestedin JoshuaCarpenter,
now deceased,but thenthe survivingtrustee,andhis heirs, to
andfor the use,benefit andbehoof of the city andcountyof
Philadelphiafor aplaceto erectaprison,workhouseandhouse
of correctionor otherpublic useor services,asmorefully ap-
pearsby a certainindentureor declarationof trust madebe-
tweenthesaidJoshuaCarpenterof theonepartandthemayor
and commonaltyof thecity of Philadelphiaof the otherpart,
bearingdatethetwenty-seconddayof Novemberin theyearof
ourLord onethousandsevenhundredandtwenty-one:

Andwhereasit is but just andreasonablethat thepersonand
1 PassedMarch 20, 1724-25,Chapter 284.
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personswho shallbecomepurchasersof thesaidlot of ground
with theappurtenancesshouldhold andenjoy the samefreely
and clearlyacquittedanddischargedaswell of and from the
trust andusesaforesaidas all claimsof theheirs of the said
JoshuaCarpenter:

[SectionV.] Be it thereforeenactedby the authority afore-
said, Thatall andeverypersonandpersonswho shallpurchase
thesaidlot of groundherebydirectedto be sold or anypartor
parcelthereofandreceivea deedfor thesameunderthehands
and sealsof the said commissionersof the countyof Philadel-
phia,with theapprobationof thesaidmayor,recorderandjus-
tices,shallhold andenjoythe saidlot orpieceof groundor the
partorparcelthereofto them,respectively,conveyedin fee,and
that fully andabsolutelyacquitted,exoneratedanddischarged
of and from the uses,trustsandpurposesmentionedandcon-
tainedin the saidrecitedindenture,andof andfrom all claims,
rights, titles and demandsof theheirs of the saidJoshuaCar-
penterto all intentsandpurposes.

And whereasit is necessarythat thelot of groundherebydi-
rectedto be purchasedfor erectingthe gaol, workhouseand
houseof correctionthereonshouldbe vestedin somebody cap-
ablein law to holdthesamein trustforthesaidcity andcounty:

[sectionVI.] Be it thereforeenactedby theauthorityafore-
said, That the commissionersfor the countyof Philadelphia
shall in nameandin factbeone body politic and corporatein
law, andshallhaveperpetualsuccessionfor the usesandpur-
poseshereinafterparticularlymentionedandno other,andby
the nameof “Commissionersfor the County of Philadelphia,”
shall andmaypurchasethesaidlot of groundherebydirected
to be purchased,with the approbationof the said mayor,re-
corderandjustices,andreceive,takeandhold the sameto the
uses,intents and purposeshereinbeforementioned,and may
sueandbesued,pleadandbeimpleadedin respectto the said
lot or pieceof groundor any matteror thing thereuntorelat-
ing.

[SectionVII.] Andbe it enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,
Thatthesaidnewworkhouseandhouseof correctionwhenbuilt
anderectedshallbeunderthegovernmentanddirectionofsuch
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personandpersons,mana~edbythesameofficersandconducted
and supportedin the samemannerasby a former act of as-
semblypassedin thefourthyearofthereigno~HislateMajesty,
GeorgetheFirst, entitled“An actfor erectingof housesof cor-
rectionandworkhousesin therespectivecountiesof this prov-
ince,” ~is directedandprovided,anythingin thesaid actto the
contrarynotwithstanding.

PassedFebruary26, 1773. Referredfor considerationby theKing
in Council, February2, 1774, andallowed to becomealaw by lapse
of time in accordance‘with theproprietarycharter. SeeAppendix
XXXI, and, the notesto the Acts of Assembly passedNovember
27, 1700,Chapter88; February22, 1717-18,chapter229; andthe (two
Acts of Assemblypassed)December7, 1682, Chapters54, 101; (the
two Acts of Assemblypassed)June1, 1698, Chapters33, 53; March
18, 1775, Chapter707; August27, 1778, Chapter802; October8, 1779,
Chapter880; February28, 1780, Chapter878; April 8, 1785, Chapter
1165; September13, 1785, Chapter1177; March 11, 1789, Chapter
1394; April 5, 1790, Chapter1516; April 4, 1796,Chapter1901; March
31, 1797,Chapter1944; April 8, 1799,Chapter2059; April 2,1803,P. L.
621; April 4, 1807, P. L. 133; Apr11 7, 1807, P. L. 160; February23,
1809, P. L. 25; March 31, 1812, P. L. 204; March 13, 1816, P. L. 126;
February24, 1823,P. L. 52; March26, 1823.,P. L. 100; March 23, 1826,
P. L. 133; March 2, 1827,P. L. 76; March 27, 1830, P. L. 134; March
30, 1831, P. L. 228; March 80, 1832, P. L. 224; June 9, 1832, P. L.
602; February27, 1838, P. L. 55; April 8, 1833, P. L. 222; February
6, 1834,P. L. 33; March27, 1834, P. L. 144; April 15, 1834, P. L. 537;
April 10, 1885, P. L. 183; AprIl 14, 1885, P. L. 232; March 22, 1886,
P. L. 173; April 16, 1838,P. L. 626; April 16, 1840,P. L. 410; April 22,
1846, P. L. 476; March 16, 1847, P. L. 378; April 8, 1851, P. L. 353;
April 10, 1861, P. L. 414; January29, 1852, P. L, 21; May 3, 1852,
P. L. 523; April 2, 1853, P. L. 270; January26, 1854, P. L. 12; Feb-
ruary 2, 1854, P. L. 21; Apr11 28, 1854, P. L. 506; May 5, 1854, P. L.
559; April 18, 1855, P. 1.. 245; January4, 1856, P. L. ‘711; May 18,
1856, P. L. 567; March 28, 1860, P. L. 213; February14, 1867,P. L.
196; April 14, 1868,P. L. 1092; June2, 1871,P. L. 1301; June28, 1871,
P. L. 1370; Apr118, 1872, P. L. 828; April 5, 1872, P. L. 42; May 15,
1874, P. L. 186; June 22, 1883, P. L. 146; June22, 1885, P. L. 122;
May 19, 1887, P. L. 132; June2, 1887, P. L. 298; May 9, 1889, P. L.
154; May 13, 1889, P. L. 209; May 29, 1889, P. L. 348; June17, 1891,
P. L. 368; June2, 1893, P. L. 264; June26, 1895, P. L. 377; July 8,
1895,P. L. 475; May 12, 1897,P. L. 65; July 22, 1897, P. L. 386; May
12, 1899, P. L. 860.

~assed February22, 1717-18,Chapter229.
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