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CHAPTERDCLXXVIII.

AN ACT FOR ERECTING A PART OF THE COUNTY OF BEDFORD INTO
A SEPARATE COUNTY.

Whereasa greatnumberof the inhabitantsof the countyof
Bedfordon thewestside of the Laurel Hill haverepresentedto
the assemblyof thisprovincethegreathardshipstheylie under
from being so remotefrom the presentseatof judicatureand
thepublic offices:

For remedywhereof:
[Section I.] Be it enactedby the HonorableRichardPenn,

Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable Thomas
PennandJohnPenn,Esciuires,trueandabsoluteProprietaries
of the Province of Pennsylvania,by andwith the adviceand
consentof the representativesof the freemenof the saidProv-
incein GeneralAssemblymet,andby theauthorityof thesame,
That all andsingular the lands lying within the province of
Pennsylvaniaandbeingwithin theboundariesfollowing: That
is to say,beginningin theprovinceline wherethemostwesterly
branch,commonlycalledthe Southor GreatBranch,of Yougb-
toganyRiver crossesthe same,then downthe easterlysideof
the saidbranchandriver to the Laurel Hill, thencealongthe
ridgeof thesaidhill northeastwardsofar asit canbe tracedor
till it runsinto the AlleghanyHill, thencealongthe ridge di-
viding the watersof Susquehannaandthe Alleghány Riverto
the purchaseline attheheadof Susquehanna,thenceduewest
to thelimits of theprovince,andby the sameto theplaceof be-
ginning,shall be andthe sameis herebydeclaredto beerected
into acounty,henceforthto be calledWestmoreland.

[Section11.1 Andbeit furtherenactedby theauthorityafore-
said,That the inhabitantsof the saidcountyof Westmoreland
shallat all timeshereafterhaveandenjoy all andsingularthe
jurisdiction, powers,rights, libertiesandprivilegeswhatsoever
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which theinhabitantsof anyothercountywithin thesaidprov-

incedo,mayor oughtto enjoyby anycharterofprivilegesorthe
lawsof this province,or by anyotherwaysandmeanswhatso-
ever,exceptingonly thenumberof representativesto servein
generalassemblyof this province;in which case:

[Section III.] It is providedand furtherenactedby the au-
thority aforesaid,Thatthefreeholdersandinhabitantsof each
townshipwithin the said. countyqualified by the laws of this
provinceto elect shall meetat someconvenientplace within
their respectivetownshipsat thesametimethefreeholdersand
inhabitantsof theseveraltownshipsof theothercountiesshall
meetforlike purposeandproceedto chooseinspectors;andth~t
the freemen and inhabitantsof the said county qualified as
aforesaidshall meet at RobertHanna’shouseuntil the court
houseshallbebuilt for thesaidcountyatthe sametimethein-
habitantsof theothercountiesshallmeetfor thelike purpose
and proceedto electonerepresentativeordelegateto servethem
in assemblyin thesamemannerandunderthesamerules,regu-
lations andpenaltiesasby the charterand laws of this prov-
incearedirectedin respectto othercounties,which saidrepre-
sentativewhen so chosenshallbe a memberof the generalas-
semblyof theprovinceof Pennsylvaniaandshall sit andactas
suchasfully andfreely asany of the representativesfor the
othercountieswithin this provincedo,may,canor oughtto do.

[Section IV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatall taxesalreadylaid within theboundsof the
said countyof Westmorelandby virtue of any act of general
assemblyof this provincewhich arenot alreadypaid shall be
collectedby therespectivecollectorswithin theboundsafore-
said and paid into thehandsof thetreasurerof the county of
Bedford,andthat all personsconcernedin thelevying, receiv-
ing andpayLugthe said taxesshall havethesamepowerand
authority andbe underthesamepenaltiesandrestrictionsfor
collectingandpayingthesameasby thesaidactsby whichthe
said taxeswereassessedareexpressedand directeduntil the
wkole be collectedandpafd asaforesaid.

[Section V.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatthejusticesof the supremecourtof this prov-
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ince shall havelike powers,jurisdictions andauthoritieswith-
in thesaidcountyof Westmorelandasby law they arevested
with andentitled to in the other countieswithin the province
aforesaid,andareherebyauthorizedandempoweredfrom time
to timeto deliverthegaolsof the saidcountyof capitalor other
offendersin like mannerasthey are authorizedto do in other
thecountiesaforesaid.

[Section VI.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That thereshall bea competentnumberof justices
nominatedandauthorizedby the governorfor the time being
by commissionunder the broad seal of the province, which
saidjusticesor anythreeof themshall andmay hold courtsof
general quarter sessio~nsof the peaceand gaol delivery and
countycourtsfor holding of pleas,andshallhaveall andsingu-
lar the powers,rights, jurisdictions andauthorities to all in-
tentsandpurposesasotherthejusticesof thecourtsof general
quartersessionsand justiq~esof the countycourtsfor holding
of pleasin the other countiesaforesaidmay, can or ought to
have in their respectivecounties,which said courts shall sit
andbeheldfor the saidcounty of Westmorelandon the Tues-
daysnext preceding Bedford county courtsin ever~yof the
monthsof January,April, July andOctoberatthe placeafore-
said within the said county of Westmorelanduntil a court
houseshallbe built; andwhenthe sameis built anderectedin
the countyaforesaidthe saidseveralcourtsshallthenbeholden
andkeptatthe saidcourt-houseon the daysbeforementioned,
andthe election of a representativeto servein generalas-
sembly,assessorsandall otherofficers of thesaidcountywhoare
or shall beappointedto beannuallyelectedshallbemadeand
electedat or nearthe saidcourt-houseat the sametime andin
the samemanneras by the charterof privileges andthe laws
of theprovinceaforesaidis directedto bedonein theothercoun-
ties within this province. And it shallbe lawful for the free-
menof thesaidcountyfor the first yearto choosethreecommis-
sionersfor raisingcountyratesandleviesfor thesaidcounty.

[Section Vii.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That it shall andmay be lawful to andfor Robert
Hanna,GeorgeWilson, SamuelSloan,JosephIrwin andJohn
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Caveator anythreeof themto purchaseandtakeassuranceto
themandtheir heirsof apieceof landsituatein someconvenient
placein the saidcounty, to be approvedof by the governor,in
trustand for the useof the inhabitantsof the saidcounty,and
thereuponto erectandbuild a court-houseandprisonsufficient
to accommodatethe public serviceof thesaidcounty.

[SectionVIII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That for the defrayingthe chargesof purchasingthe
land,buildinganderectingthecourt-houseandprisonaforesaid,
it shall andmaybe lawful to andfor the commissionersandas-
sessorsof the saidcountyor a majority of themto assessand
levy,andtheyareherebyrequiredto assessandlevyin theman-
ner directedby “the act for raising countyratesandlevies,”’
somuch moneyasthe saidtrusteesor anythreeof themshall
judge necessaryfor purchasingthe landandfinishing the said
court-houseandprison.

Providedalways, the sum of moneyto beraiseddoesnot ex-
ceedonethousandpounds,moneyof thisprovince,

[SectionIX.] Providedalsoandbe it further enactedby the
authorityaforesaid,That no action or suit now commencedor
dependingin the countyof Bedford againstanypersonliving
within the boundsof the saidcountyof Westmorelandor else-
whereshallbestayedor discontinuedby this actor by anything
hereincontained,but thatthe sameactionsalreadycommenced
or dependingmaybeprosecutedand.judgmentthereuponrend-
eredas if this act hadnot beenmade. And that it shall and
maybe lawful for thejusticesof the saidcountyof Bedford to
issueany judicial processto the sheriff of the county of Bed-
ford aforesaidfor carryingon andobtainingthe effect of their
suits,whichsheriff shallbeandis herebyobligedto yield obedi-
encein executingthe saidwrits andmakeduereturn thereof
beforethejusticesof the court of the saidcountyof Bedfordas
if thepartieslived andresidedwithin the same.

[Section X.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,ThatJamesKinkead,of thesaidcountyof Westmore-
land, beandis herebyappointedcollector of the exciseof the
samecounty,whois herebyauthorizedandempoweredby him-

Pas~cdMarch 20, 1724-25, Chapter284.
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self or his sufficient deputyduly constitutedandfor whomhe
shallbe accountableto demand,collect, receiveandrecoverthe
exciseappointedto bepaidby any act or actsof assemblyof
this province,andalso the arrearagesthereof,of and from all
andeverypersonandpersonswithin the saidcounty retailing,
vendingor consuminganyof the liquors by the saidactsliable
to paythe same,andalsoto recoverandreceiveall andevery
the duties, fines andforfeitures laid or imposedor that shall
happento arise or becomeduefor anythingdonecontraryto
the intent of thesaidacts.

[SectionXI.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That the said collector of excise for the county of
Westmorelandaforesaid,the better to enablehim to recover
the arrearagesof excisewhich shall beduebefore the passing
of this act, shallapplyto the collectorof excisefor the county
of Bedford for a list, which the collectorof the saidcounty is
herebyenjoinedandrequiredto deliver, containingthe names
of eachand every personin arrearfor excisewithin the said
countyandhow much from eachof them.

[SectionXII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That the collector of the county of Westmoreland
aforesaidbeforehe entersupon the executionof his said office
is herebyrequiredto give bondwith two sufficient suretiesto
thetreasurerof this provincefor thetime beingin the sumof
two hundredpounds,moneyof the provinceaforesaid,for the
faithful dischargeof hisdutyandpayingall suchsumsof money
as heshall from time to timereceiveby virtueof this act; and
further, the collectorof the saidcountyof Westmorelandshall
in all things governhimself andbe subjectto the sameregula-
tions, restrictions,fines andforfeituresandshall observelike
rules,ordersanddirections as the collectorsof otherthe coun-
ties aforesaidby. the laws of this provinceareliable to. And
thesaidcollectorfor the dischargeof thedutyof hisoffice with-
in the saidcountyof Westmorelandshallhaveandreceivelike
fees, perquisitiesandrewardsfor his servicesenjoinedby this
act as other the collectorsaforesaid(the collector of Philadel-
phia county excepted)by the acts aforesaidare entitled unto
for the servicesenjoinedthemby the actsaforesaid.



1772-73] The Statutesat Large ofPennsylvania 319

[SectionXIII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That until a sheriff and coronershall be chosenin
thecountyof Westmorelandinpursuanceofthis actit shalland
maybe lawful for thesheriff andcoronerof Bedfordto officiate
andactin thedischargeof theirrespectivedutiesasfully and
amply astheymayor cando in their countyof Bedford,oneof
whomor his deputyshall attendanddischargetheduty of his
office accordingto thelawsof this provinceatthenextelection
for Bedford county aforesaid,and the other of them or his
deputyshall attendanddischargethe duty of hi~office in like
mannerat the first electionnext to be heldin the countyof
Westmorelandaforesaid,in pursuanceof the direction of this
act.

[SectionXIV.] And be it further enactedby theauthority
aforesaid,That beforeany sheriff hereafterto be appointedor
commissionatedfor thesaidcountyof Westmorelandshallenter
upon the dutiesof his office he shall becomeboundin an ob-
ligation with two or more sufficient suretiesto beapprovedof.
by thegovernorof this provincefor the time beingin thesum
of onethousandpounds,andwith like conditionsasthesheriffs
of the othercountieswithin this provinceareenjoinedandre-
quiredto becomebound,which said obligationshallbe taken
in theKing’s nameandentereduponrecordin theoffice for re-
cordingof deedsin thesaidcountyof Westmoreland,andshall
beonly in trust to andfor the useandbenefitof thepersonor
personswho shallbe injuredby anybreach,neglector omission
of duty in suchsheriff, and shall be proceededon in the same
mannerasis directedin respectto sheriffs’ bondsin andby the
act of generalassembly,entitled “An act for the regulating
electionsfor sheriffs and coroners,”’ and that the treasurer
hereafterto be appointedfor saidcountyfor receivingthepro-
vincial taxes,beforehe shall enteron the dutiesof his office
shallgivesecurityin like mannerasothercountytreasurersfor
that purposeareby law directedto give securityin thesum of
fifteen hundredpounds,andthat thetreasurerfor saidcounty
for receivingthecountyleviesshallin like mannergivesecurity
in the sumof six hundredpounds.

1PassedJanuary 12, 1705-6,Chapter161.
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And to the endthe boundariesof the saidcounty of West-
moreland.maybe thebetterascertainedandknown:

[SectionXV.] Be it further enactedby the authorityafore-
said,Thatit shallandmaybelawful to andfor AbrahamKeble,
ThomasSmith,andAlexanderMcOlean,or anytwo of them,and
theyareherebyrequiredandfirmly enjoined,within thespaceof
six monthsnextafter the publication of this act, to assemble
themselvestogether and run, mark out and distinguish the
boundarylinesbetweenthe saidcountiesof BedfordandWest-
moreland,or so much thereof as they or a majority of them
shall judge convenientandnecessary,andthe chargesto arise
for the doing thereofshall be defrayedby the said county of
Westmoreland,andto that end levied andraised by the in-
habitantsthereofin suchmannerasotherpublic moneyfor the
useof the saidcountyby lawought.tobe raisedandlevied.

PassedFebruary26, 1773. Referredfor considerationby theKing
in Council, February2, 1774,andallowedto becomealaw by lapse
of time in accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAppendix
xxx’.

As to SectionI, seetheActs of AssemblypassedSeptember20,
1779, Chapter 848; March 28, 1781, Chapter 931; April 13, 1782,
Chapter973; September26, 1783, Chapter1056; February17, 1784,
Chapter1068;April 1, 1784, Chapter1099; September23, 1784, Chap-
ter 1114; April 8, 1785, Chapter1164; September20, 1787, Chapter
1311; September24, 1788, Chapter1359; April 17, 1795, Chapter
1851; March 29, 1798, Chapter1991; March 12, 1800, Chapter2130;
March 30, 1803, P. L. 572; March 26, 1804, P. L. 1365; March1, 1806,
P. L. 405; April 10, 1801’, P. L. 258; (the ConstitutionalAmendment
of 1857, incorporatedinto theConstitutionof 1838, asArticle XII;)
March 30, 1860, P. L. 272; April 28, 1864, P. L. 653; March 24, 1865,
P. L. 755; (the Constitutionof 1874, Article III, Section 7; ArtIcle
XIII, Section1;) April 17, 1876, P. L. 42; April 17, 1878, P. L. 17;
May 22, 1895,P. L. 97.

As to SectionsII and III, seethe Constitution of 1776, Plan of
Government,Sections17, 18; andtheActs of AssemblypassedMarch
23, 1776, Chapter717; September24, 1779, Chapter847; September
27, 1786, Chapter1253; September24, 1788, Chapter1359; (the Con-
stitution of 1790, Article I, Section IV; Schedule, Section VI;)
April 22, 1794, Chapter1770; March12, 1800, Chapter2130; February
27, 1801,Chapter2212; March26, 1804,P. L. 365; March21, 1808,P. Li.

86; March 18, 1815, P. Li. 93; March25, 1822, P. L. 74; April 20, 1829,
P. Li. 212; 3une16, 1836, P. Li. 794; (the Constitutionof 1838, Ar-
ticle I, SectionIV); April 14, 1843, P. L. 247; May 15, 1850, P. li.
777; May 20, 1857, P. L. 619; (the ConstitutionalAmendmentof
1857, incorporatedinto theConstitution of 1838, asArticle I, Sec-
tion IV;) May 5, 1864, P. Li. 258; May 6, 1871, P. Li. 252; (the Con-
stitutlonof 1874,Article II, Sections17, 18;) May 19, 1874,P. Li. 196;
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May 12, 1887,P. Li. 98.
As to SectionVI, seetheOrdinanceof theConstitutionalConven-

tion passedSeptember3, 1776, Chapter731; theConstitutionof 1776,
Plan of Government,Sections 9, 17, 26, 30; andthe Acts of As-
sembly passedJanuary28, 1777, Chapter737; February5, 1777,
Chapter739; March 15, 1777, Chapter749; June 14, 1777, Chapter
757; August 31, 1778, Chapter 805; April 10, 1782, Chapter 966;
March 27, 1784, Chapter1086; March 31, 1784, Chapter1093; Sep-
tember13, 1785, Chapter1175; March4, 1786,Chapter1205; Septem-
ber19, 1786, Chapter1242; February27, 1788, Cbapter.1229;March
27, 1789, Chapter1413; September7, 1789, Chapter1427; September
29, 1789, Chapter1455; (the Constitution of 1790, Article V, Sec-
tions IV, V, X; Article VI. SectionI; Schedule,SectionIV;) April
13, 1791, Chapter1575; (the two Acts of Assembly passed)Sep-
tember30, 1791, Chapters1590, 1601; March 29, 1792, Chapter1616;
April 4, 1792, Chapter1635; January8, 1795, Chapter1791; February
27, 1798, Chapter1967; February10, 1800, Chapter2101; February
21, 1801, Chapter2187; (thetwo Acts of Assemblypassed)March
12, 1802,P. L. 82, 83; January11, [803, P. L. 289; April 1, 1803, P.
L. 586; AprIl 4, 1803, P. Li. 659; April 4, 1805, P. Li. 255; February3,
1806, P. Li. 223; February24, 1806, P. Li. 334; March 10,1806,P. Li.
413; March 28, 1808, P. Li. 168; January30, 1810,P. Li. 6; March 30,
1812, P. L. 188; March29, 1813, P. L. 224; March 13, 1815, P. Li. 168;
February20, 1816, P. L. 82; March15, 1816, P. L. 137; March19, 1816,
P. L. 208; March 24, 1817, P. Li. 281; March 22, 1818, P. Li. 239;
March 5, 1819, P. L. 88; April 2, 1821, P. L. 303; April 2, 1822, P.
Li. 197; March 31, 1823, P. L. 238; March 30, 1824, P. Li. 227; April
11, 1825, P.. Li. 218; April 16, 1827, P. Li. 474; April 14, 1828, P. Li.
386; April 23, 1829,P. Li. 329; April 4, 1831, P. Li. 480; February15,
1832, P. Li. 81; May 3, 1832,P. L. 405; March11, 1833, P. Li. 76; April
8, 1833, P. L. 336; Apr119, 1833, P. L. 457; April 14, 1834,P. Li. 333;
April 15, 1835, P. L. 349; June16, 1836, P. Li. 784; (the Constitution
of 1838,Article V, SectionsII, III, V, VII; Article VI, SectionsI, III,
VII, VIII; Schedule,Sections7, 10, 12;) April 10, 1838,P. Li. 315; April
16, 1888, P. Li. 593; june 20, 1839, P. Li. 360; June21, 1839, P. L.
376; (the two Acts of Assemblypassed)July 2, 1839, P. L. 519, 590;
(the two Acts of Assemblypassed)March 7, 1840, P. Li. 72, 90;
April 11, 1840,P. Li. 294; June12, 1840, P. Li. 689; (thetwo Acts of As-
sembly passed)March 5, 1841, P. Li. 61, 67; March 25, 1842, P. Li.
192; April 12, 1842, P. Li. 262; July 11, 1842, P. Li. 321; March7, 1843,
P. Li. 48; March 9, 1843, P. L. 59; March 18, 1843, P. Li. 104; April
4, 1848, P. Li. 131; January22, 1844,P. L. 14; March9, 1844, P. Li. 75;
February19, 1845, P. L. 44; March14, 1845, P. L. 149; April 16, 1845,
P. Li. 521; March7, 1846, P. L. 86; March 9, 1846,P. Li. 105; April 21,
1846, P. L. 419; March 16, 1847, P. L. 421; February15, 1848, P. L.
60; March18, 1848, P. Li. 210; April 5, 1849, P. Li. 555; April 10, 1849,
P. Li. 619; (the ConstitutionalAmendmentof 1850,incorporatedinto
theConstitutionof 1838, asArticle V, SectionII;) February25, 1850,
P. L. 99; April 22, 1850, P. Li. 543; April 25, 1850, P. Li. 569; April 3,
1851, P. L. 868; April 14, 1851, P. Li. 605; April 15, 1851, P. Li. 648;
February 6, 1852, P. L. 37; March 18, 1852, P. L. 147; April 2,
1852, P. Li. 238; April 5, 1852,P. Li. 256; April 7, 1852,P. Li. 275; April
8, 1852, P. Li. 650; (thetwo Acts of Assemblypassed)April 27, 1852,
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P. Li. .449, 465; May 6, 1852, P. Li. 617; February26, 1853,P. Li. 114;
March 11, 1853, P. Li. 181; April 18, 1853, P. Li. 567; April 20, 1853~
P. L. 625; January26, 1854, P. L. 16; February20, 1854, P. Li. 86;
March 3, 1854, P. L. 151; March 28, 1854, P. Li. 193; April 4, 1854,
P. Li. 271; April 20, 1854,P. Li. 419; May 5, 1854,P. L~573; January31,
1855,P. Li. 5; March12, 1855, P. L. 72; April 22, 1856,P. Li. 500; April

2, 1860, P. L. 552; May 1, 1861, P. Li. 494; April 15, 1863, P. Li. 473;
March 17, 1864, P. Li. 36; May 5, 1864,P. Li. 829; August25, 1864, P.
L. 990; Apr11 17, 1866,P. Li. 107; April 15, 1867, P. Li. 86; April 14,
1868, P. Li. 1066; May 2, 1871, P. Li. 247; April 9, 1872, P. Li. 1073;
(theConstitutionof 1874,Article II, Sections17, 18; Article III, Sec-
tion 7; Article V, Sections4, 5 9, 11, 15, 22, 25; ArticleVIII, Sections: ~
2, 3, 4, 7, 11; Article XIV, Sections2, 3; Schedule,Sections11, 13,
14, 15, 16;) April 9, 1874, P. Li. 54; (thetwo Acts of Assemblypassed)
May 15, 1874,P. Li. 186,196; March 4, 1875,P. Li. 5; March 18, 1875,
P. Li. 28; May 18 1876, P. Li. 178; March 22, 1877, P. Li. 12; June10,
1881,P. Li. 118; June13, 1883, P. L. 124; August 7, 1883,P. L. (1885)
323; June24, 1885, P. L. 149; March24, 1887, P. L. 14; May19, 1887,
P. Li. 126; June11, 1891,P. Li. 296; April 18, 1893, P. I,. 107; May 18,
1893,P. Li. 106; June12, 1895,P. Li. 10; June26, 1895,P. Li. 377; April
11, 1901,P. Li. 71.

As to SectionsVII andVIII, seethe Acts of Assembly passed
July 23, 1774,Chapter697; March22, 1784, Chapter1080; September
13, 1785, Chapter1176; December27, 1786, Chapter1257; February
14, 1789, Chapter1389; March 31, 1795, Chapter1819; April 15, 1834,
P. Li. 537; April 14, 1852, P. Li. 397; April 4, 1854, P. Li. 271; April 9,
1868, P. Li. 73; April 24, 1879, P. Li. 32; June1, 1883, P. L. 58; April
26, 1889, P. Li. 55; April 19, 1895,P. L. 38; May 25, 1901,P. Li. 301.

Asto SectionsX-XII, seethenotesto theActs of Assemblypassed
May 26, 1744, Chapter360; June 24~,1746, Chapter370; September
21, 1756, Chapter412; March 21, 1772, Chapter656.

As to SectionXIV, see the Acts of AssemblypassedSeptember
29, 1789, Chapter1452; March 5, 1790, Chapter1488; April 11, 1799,
Chapter2Q95; March 28, 1803, P. Li. 497; March 30, 1811, P. Li. 145;
AprIl 2, 1821, P. Li. 245; April 8, 1826, P. Li. 260; April 16, 1827, P. Li.
471; April 15, 1828, P. L. 491; April 15, 1834, P. Li. 537; April 1, 1825,
P. L. 101; June11, 1840, P. Li. 612; May 27, 1841,P. Li. 400; May 7,
1855, P. Li. 495; April 13, 1859, P. Li. 607; AprIl 2, 1860, P. Li. 650;
April 21, 1876, P. Li. 46; June8, 1881, P. L, 81; June27, 1888, P. Li.
163; May 24, 1887,P. L. 185.


